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12th Sunday after Pentecost August 16, 2026
PRELUDE Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee

THE RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

We wonder together, “Who is God?”

God is the Creator who formed the mountains that surround us,
who set the stars that will soon twinkle in the night sky, who
designed jellyfish, giraffes, axolotls, and even humans.

Who is God?

God is our Redeemer who knows us better than even our best
friends, who sees our strengths and our weaknesses and who
loves us always.

Who is God?

God is our Sustainer who guides us, who accompanies us, who
goes behind, beside, and before us all the days of our lives.
Come, let us worship the Lord.

*HYMN Holy God, We Praise Your Name 4
Holy God, we praise your name; Lord of all,

we bow before you. All on earth your scepter claim;

all in heaven above adore you. Infinite your

vast domain, everlasting is your name.

Hark! The glad celestial hymn angel choirs

above are raising; cherubim and seraphim,

in unceasing chorus praising, fill the heavens with
sweet accord: “Holy, holy, holy Lord.”

All apostles join the strain as your sacred

name they hallow; prophets swell the glad refrain,
and the blessed martyrs follow, and from morn to
set of sun, through the church the song goes on.



Holy Father, Holy Son, Holy Spirit:

three we name you, while in essence only one;
undivided God we claim you, and adoring,
bend the knee while we own the mystery.

TELL ME SOMETHING GOOD

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE A Summer of Action (songs)
Deep and Wide

Deep and wide, deep and wide, there’s a fountain flowing deep and wide.

Deep and wide, deep and wide, there’s a fountain flowing deep and wide.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen.

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Adapted from MYC liturgy,
Katelyn Gordon Cooke

Gracious God, the most important, truest truths about us are that you

created us in your image, and you call us your beloved children.

But sometimes we forget. We forget, and we start to believe that

the most important things about us are how much money we

make, what car we drive, what language we speak, or where we

were born.

Forgive us, O God, for forgetting who we are in you and doubting who

you have created us to be. By your Spirit, help us to claim our identity

as your beloved children, created by you to wonder and wander in

faith.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.



ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Here is good news for us, friends. Because of Jesus Christ, we never
have to wonder about God’s love for us. In Jesus Christ, we are
assured that God loves us regardless of relationship status, our jobs,
our upward mobility. God loves us because God made us, and there’s
nothing we can do or not do that will make God love us any more or
any less.

Thanks be to God!

*GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it
was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end.
Amen, Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSONS Psalm 8 & Acts 8:22-40
SERMON Rev. Erin Hayes Cook
*HYMN God Is So Good 658

God is so good; God is so good;
God is so good; God is so good to me.

God cares for me; God cares for me;
God cares for me; God is so good to me.

God loves me so; God loves me so;
God loves me so; God is so good to me.

God is so good; God is so good;
God is so good; God is so good to me.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Katelyn Gorden Cooke
We believe that God is a wonder-filled wanderer, that God
delights in the beauty of creation and that God delights in us.
Just as the very being of God knows no bounds, neither does
God’s love, grace, or compassion. We believe that God is a
wonder-filled wanderer and that God created us to wonder and
wander in faith too. God invites us to ask big questions, frees us
to say, “l don’t know”, and inspires us to leave our comfort zones
to explore the world.



OFFERING INVITATION
OFFERTORY Duet

*DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him all creatures here below.

Praise Him above ye heavenly host,

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

*CLOSING HYMN O Christ Surround Me

God, be the love to search and keep me; God be the prayer to
move my voice; God, be the strength to now uphold me:

O Christ, surround me; O Chrirst, surround me.

Bind to myself the name of Holy, great cloud of witnesses
enfold; prophets, apostles, angels witness:
O Christ, surround me; O Chrirst, surround me.

Brightness of sun and glow of moonlight, flashing of lighting,
strength of wind, depth of the sea to soil of planet:
O Christ, surround me; O Chrirst, surround me.

Walking behind to hem my journey, going ahead to
light my way, and from beneath, above, and all ways:
O Christ, surround me; O Chrirst, surround me.

Christ in the eyes of all who see me, Christ in the ears that
hear my voice, Christ in the hearts of all who know me:
O Christ, surround me; O Chrirst, surround me.

*CHARGE AND BLESSING

*RESPONSE :
Praise the Lord together, singing Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

POSTLUDE Trumpet Voluntary

543



Serving Our Congregation Today
Preaching: Rev. Erin Hayes Cook
Worship Leader: Pat Butts
Music Director: Lorinda Ravo
Video: Gilbert Anyangwe
Greeting: Winnie & Mark Slachetka
The cards this week on the piano for you to sign are for our friends:
Gwenn Bartku & Barbara Hall

WELCOME TO OUR CHURCH
Interested in joining our church as a member? We would love to talk more with
you about our ministry here. Feel free to fill out a visitors card and hand it to one
of our ushers or Pastor Erin and we will make sure to reach out to you!

SPECIAL THANK YOU!
Thank you to everyone who donated backpacks and school supplies. As a result
of your generosity, we delivered 57 filled backpacks to the Warren office of NJ
Department of Children and Families for distribution to needy children in the
county. Thank you for your continued support of this mission.

OUR GRADUATES
Today we remember our graduates and send them off to the next part of their
adventure with prayers and love!

SAVE THE DATE
Sunday, September 13 we will welcome back our Sunday School, bless the
backpacks of our students and celebrate a baptism. Keep your eyes out for
more info!
RIGHT GIFT CARD PROGRAM

Help support the mission of our church by purchasing gift cards.Over 700 of your
favorite companies participate and FPCH gets a percentage of every gift card
purchased (at no additional expense to you) with Raise Right. You can purchase
online, with our coordinator Geof Gohlich or via the app. For more information
see our flyers in the sanctuary.

STEW'’S CLUE!
Kids (and grown-up kids too), did you find Stewie last week? This week, Stewie
thinks you should look by the sunflowers.

Scan here to donate:




FYI-INFORMATION

8/9/26 In Person Attendance 72
Virtual Attendance 62
Offering $2,918.24

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES at FPCH - August 16 - 22, 2026

Sunday 10:00 am Worship

Mon/Fri 9:00 am-12:00 noon Church office open

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES in our Chapel - August 16 - 22, 2026

Monday 10:30-11:30 am AA Step by Step
7:00-9:00 pm Jazz Band

Tuesday 7:30-9:00 pm NA Change or Die

Wednesday 7:30-9:00 pm Stone Soup Symphony

Thursday 10:30-11:30 am AA New Beginnings

Friday Storage use only Colonial Musketeers
7:00-9:00 pm Colonial Musketeers Sr.
7:30 pm GA Meeting

Saturday 7:00 pm 12 Steps

Pastor Rev. Erin Hayes-Cook
Cell:908-963-8341

Email: revehayes@gmail.com

Call the church office at: 908-852-4011
Church email: fpchnj@gmail.com

Church Website: www.fpchackettstown.org
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