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11th Sunday after Pentecost August 9, 2026
PRELUDE Jesus Loves Me Warner

THE RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

Here, in this place,

God welcomes all the dreamers, as well as the doubters:

here, the worriers and wanderers can call on God by name.

Here, in this time, we can remember all the ways God has graced
us:

here, in these moments, we are reminded that God is with us, always!
Here are gathered those daring enough to step out of comfort
into the unknown:

here, in this faith space, we will find the courage to cry out, 'God, save
us!' in every situation.

Let us worship God.

*HYMN | Will Come to You 177
“I will come to you in the silence;

| will lift you from all your fears.

You will hear my voice; | claim you as my choice.

Be still and know | am here.”

“I am hope for all who are hopeless;

| am eyes for all who long to see.

In the shadows of the night, | will be your light.

Come and rest in me.

Do not be afraid, | am with you. | have called you each by
name. Come and follow me, | will bring you home:

| love you and you are mine.”



“I am strength for all the despairing,

healing for the ones who dwell in shame.

All the blind will see; the lame will all run free,

and all will know my name.

Do not be afraid, | am with you. | have called you each by
name. Come and follow me, | will bring you home:

| love you and you are mine.”

“I am the Word that leads all to freedom;

| am the peace the world cannot give.

| will call your name, embracing all your pain.

Stand up, now walk and live!

Do not be afraid, | am with you. | have called you each by
name. Come and follow me, | will bring you home:

| love you and you are mine.”

TELL ME SOMETHING GOOD

ANTHEM: Amazing Grace
Violet Tischler, piano soloist
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE A Summer of Action (songs)

Happy All the Time
I’'m in-right, outright, upright, downright, happy all the time. (repeat)
Since Jesus Christ came in, and cleansed my heart from sin,
I’'m in-right, outright, upright, downright, happy all the time.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our debts as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever, Amen.

CALL TO CONFESSION



PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God, we confess that we do not always understand Your ways.
We are easily discouraged when life takes unexpected turns and
our carefully laid plans and dreams come to nothing. We confess
that we are quick to give up when things get difficult, and quick
to question Your presence and Your power. Forgive us. Grant us
patience to wait for Your good timing. Open our eyes to
recognize Your leading in our lives— to listen for Your gentle
whisper when we least expect it. And then give us courage to
step out in faith and obedience, trusting in Your leading even
when we cannot yet see the outcome. We praise You for Your
faithful love, and pray that You would make us worthy to bear
Your name. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

*GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it
was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. World without end.
Amen, Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 14:22-33
SERMON Rev. Erin Hayes Cook
*HYMN Faith Begins by Letting Go 684

Faith begins by letting go, giving up what

had seemed sure, taking risks and pressing on,
though the way feels less secure; pilgrimage both
right and odd, trusting all our life to God.

Faith endures by holding on, keeping memory’s
roots alive so that hope may bear its fruit;

promised fed, our souls will thrive, not through merit
we possess but by God’s great faithfulness.

Faith matures by reaching out, stretching minds,
enlarging hearts, sharing struggles, living prayer,
binding up the broken parts; till we find the

common place ripe with witness to God’s grace.



*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Bruce Prewer

In spite of many unanswered questions, | believe. | believe in the
living God, the joy of the universe, who is the pulse and purpose
of all things seen and unseen, who from the dust of earth calls up
living beings to be children of eternity, who through countless
ages has provided for us many liberators and tirelessly seeks to
bring victory out of defeat and life out of decay. | believe in Jesus
the Christ, God’s true Son, who is bone of our bone and flesh of
our flesh, who took upon himself the healing of the human race,
who bearing the burden of our sins went to Golgotha carrying his
cross, who was betrayed, crucified, dead and buried in a
borrowed tomb, who on the third day was found to be gloriously
alive,meeting with those who trust him and serve him to the end
of the world. | believe in the Holy Spirit of God, within and among
all who cherish Christ and his way, who brings hope out of
despair, love out of apathy, and joy out of sorrow, who
unceasingly regenerates and reforms the church that it may
always be the contemporary body of the risen Christ, loving the
world through prayer, word and deed. | believe that even | am
caught up in the resurgent life of Christ Jesus, and that nothing
in life or death can separate me from his love and joy. In spite of
unanswered questions, yes | believe. Amen!

OFFERING INVITATION
OFFERTORY Faith of Our Fathers arr. Young

*DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise Him all creatures here below.

Praise Him above ye heavenly host,

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE



*CLOSING HYMN  Standing on the Promises 838
Standing on the promises of Christ my king.

Through eternal ages let his praises ring;

glory in the highest, | will shout and sing

standing on the promises of God. (Refrain)

Refrain
Standing, standing, standing on the promises of God my Savior;
standing, standing, I’'m standing on the promises of God.

Standing on the promises that cannot fail,

when the howling storms of doubt and fear assail,
by the living Word of God | shall prevaill,

standing on the promises of God. (Refrain)

Standing on the promises of Christ the Lord,
bound to him eternally by love’s strong cord,
overcoming daily with the Spirit’s sword,
standing on the promises of God. (Refrain)

Standing on the promises | cannot fall,
listening every moment to the Spirit’s call,
resting in my Savior as my all in all,
standing on the promises of God. (Refrain)

*CHARGE AND BLESSING

*RESPONSE :
Praise the Lord together, singing Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
POSTLUDE Stand up, Stand up for Jesus Duffield

Serving Our Congregation Today
Preaching: Rev. Erin Hayes Cook

Worship Leader: MaryAnn Simmons

Music Director: Lorinda Ravo
Video: Pam Venturini
Greeting: Pattie & Dennis Huff
The cards this week on the piano for you to sign are for our friends:
Dick Gregory & Dot Westpy




WELCOME TO OUR CHURCH
Interested in joining our church as a member? We would love to talk more with
you about our ministry here. Feel free to fill out a visitors card and hand it to one
of our ushers or Pastor Erin and we will make sure to reach out to you!

TODAY’S SECOND SUNDAY!
Super Soaker Day!! After church today, we will enjoy Super Soaker V for our
Second Sunday event. All are welcome to join in the fun. We hope that you
wear clothing that you won’t mind getting wet, and have brought along a towel
and sunscreen as well. Even if you didn’t get a chance to pre-register, you're
welcome to stick around for the fun. Water guns will be provided for all who need
one!

THIS MORNING’S SOLOIST
This morning, a student in our Sunday School, Violet Tischler, will be providing
our anthem. Violet is a rising 7th grader at Long Valley Middle School, and is an
accomplished dancer in addition to her piano skills. Violet has been taking piano
lessons for 4.5 years, and has studied voice (singing) as well. She has been
dancing since she was a toddler, and has been a member, along with her sister
Audrey, for the last 3 years of the NJCYB productions of “The Nutcracker”,
presented at Centenary University each December. At school, she plays the
violin in her school orchestra, and is also learning to play guitar. Violet let us
know that when she grows up, she wants to be a fashion designer just like her
mom! We are grateful to this talented young lady for sharing her talent with us
this morning.

RAISE RIGHT GIFT CARD PROGRAM
Help support the mission of our church by purchasing gift cards.Over 700 of your
favorite companies participate and FPCH gets a percentage of every gift card
purchased (at no additional expense to you) with Raise Right. You can purchase
online, with our coordinator Geof Gohlich or via the app. For more information
see our flyers in the sanctuary.

STEW'’S CLUE!
Kids (and grown-up kids too), did you find Stewie last week? This week, Stewie
thinks you should look near sunflowers.

Scan here to donate:




FYI-INFORMATION

8/2/26 In Person Attendance 58
Virtual Attendance N/A
Offering $3,722.24
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES at FPCH - August9-15, 2026
Sunday 10:00 am Worship
Sunday 11:30-1:30 Second Sunday
Mon/Fri 9:00 am-12:00 noon Church office open
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES in our Chapel - August 9 - 15, 2026
Monday 10:30-11:30 am AA Step by Step
7:00-9:00 pm Jazz Band
Tuesday 7:30-9:00 pm NA Change or Die
Wednesday 7:30-9:00 pm Stone Soup Symphony
Thursday 10:30-11:30 am AA New Beginnings
Friday Storage use only Colonial Musketeers
7:00-9:00 pm Colonial Musketeers Sr.
7:30 pm GA Meeting
Saturday 7:00 pm 12 Steps

Pastor Rev. Erin Hayes-Cook
Cell:908-963-8341

Email: revehayes@gmail.com

Call the church office at: 908-852-4011
Church email: fpchnj@gmail.com

Church Website: www.fpchackettstown.org




	Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.  World without end. Amen, Amen. 

