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15th Sunday after Pentecost                                September 6, 2026   
 
PRELUDE                           
 

THE RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving and the courts of God 
with praise; 
Give thanks and bless God’s holy name! For the Lord is good; 
God’s love is eternal, and God’s faithfulness has no end. 
 

*HYMN                             Baptized in Water                             482 
Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, cleansed by the  
blood of Christ our King; heirs of salvation, trusting the  
promise, faithfully now God’s praises we sing. 
 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, dead in the  
tomb with Christ our King; one with his rising, freed and  
forgiven, thankfully now God’s praises we sing. 
 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, marked with the  
sign of Christ our King; born of the Spirit, we are God’s  
children; joyfully now God’s praises we sing. 
 

TELL ME SOMETHING GOOD      
                                   

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   He’s Got the Whole World 
He’s got the whole world in His hands, He’s got the whole wide world 
in His hands, He’s got the whole world in His hands, He’s got the 
whole world in His hands. 
 

He’s got the little bitty baby in His hands……    
 
 
 
 
 



RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS & BAPTISM 
Matthew and Madeline Thees 
Miller Maia Thees 

●​ Presentation 
●​ Profession of Faith 
●​ Thanksgiving over the water 
●​ The Baptism 
●​ Welcome 

Millie, with joy and thanksgiving, we welcome you into Christ’s church 
to share with us in His ministry, for we are all one in Christ.  
       

CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION ​ ​  
God of all creation, we admit we’ve been holding back from 
loving you. We are afraid to go all in with you because it might 
cost us something. We may have to let go of what we are 
comfortable with, even when it no longer brings us life.  Help us 
step into the waters of faith ready for wherever you want to take 
us. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.        
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 

*GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it 
was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.  World without end. 
Amen, Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSONS          Joshua 4:1-9 & Galatians 3:24-29 
​ ​ ​ ​                  

SERMON      ​                                             Rev. Erin Hayes Cook                 
 

*HYMN             Wonder of Wonders, Here Revealed                489 
Wonder of wonders, here revealed: God’s covenant  
with us is sealed, and long before we  
know or pray, God’s love enfolds us every day. 
 

Here in this sacrament we see God’s grace  
unbound, for all, for me! May we respond with  
joyful praise in loving service all our days. 
 



This child of God,though young or old, we welcome  
now into Christ’s fold, to know with us God’s  
loving care, and all our joys and sorrows share. 
 

Now we our vow of faith renew, stretch wide our  
sights to global view, and claim with Christians  
far and near a larger family held dear. 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  ​                             Apostles’ Creed              
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and 
in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he 
rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

OFFERING INVITATION 
  

OFFERTORY                  Gentle Shepherd                         Gaither 
 

DOXOLOGY:  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise Him all creatures 
here below, praise Him above ye heavenly host, praise Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost,   Amen. 
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 

*COMMUNION HYMN           Eat This Bread                     527 
“Eat this bread; drink this cup;  
come to me and never be hungry. Eat this bread;  
drink this cup; trust in me and you will not thirst.” 
 

Eat this bread; drink this cup;  
come to Christ and never be hungry. Eat this bread;  
drink this cup; trust in Christ and you will not thirst. 
 
 
 



SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  
As a sign of hospitality we offer gluten free bread for communion. 
 

INVITATION 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND LORD’S PRAYER 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise…(Pastor continues) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever, Amen. 
 

WORDS OF THE INSTITUTION 
 

SHARING THE ELEMENTS 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

*CLOSING HYMN             We Praise You, O God                  612 
We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator;  
in grateful devotion our tribute we bring.  
We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you;  
we bless your holy name; glad praises we sing. 
 

We worship you, God of our fathers and mothers;  
through trial and tempest our guide you have been.  
When perils o’er take us, you will not forsake us,  
and with your help, O Lord, our struggles we win. 
 

With voices united our praises we offer  
and gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise.  
With you Lord, beside us, your strong arm will guide us.  
To you, our great Redeemer, forever be praised! 
 

*CHARGE AND BLESSING 
 



*RESPONSE     
I have decided to follow Jesus. I have decided to follow Jesus.  
I have decided to follow Jesus, no turning back, no turning back.  
POSTLUDE                  Come, Labor On 
               
                          Serving Our Congregation Today 

Preacher: Rev. Erin Hayes Cook 
Worship Leaders: Jonathan Gohlich 

Music Director:  Lorinda Ravo 
Video: Dale Pritchett  

Greeting: Ellen & Bruce Bergman 
The cards this week on the piano for you to sign are for our friends: 

 
 
WELCOME TO OUR CHURCH 

Interested in joining our church as a member? We would love to talk more with 
you about our ministry here.   Feel free to fill out a visitors card and hand it to one 
of our ushers or Pastor Erin and we will make sure to reach out to you! 
 
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS & WELCOME BACK TO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Next Sunday, September 13 we will start out our new Sunday School year.  
Children ages Prek-7 are welcome to join their teachers after the children’s 
message.  Parents please make sure to register your student via our email 
registration or with the handout.  We will bless the children’s backpacks on that 
day.  Students are invited to bring them to worship that Sunday.   
 

NEWSLETTERS 
Those of you who have your Newsletter sent to your homes, please be sure to 
pick up your Newsletter this morning if you haven’t already. We are trying to be 
good stewards of our finances by saving almost $2.00 per Newsletter that is sent.  
Those that are not picked up this Sunday will be mailed.  Thank you. 
 

CHURCH PICNIC  
Join us as we celebrate our New Beginnings with a church picnic on Sunday, 
September 13 after worship. We will supply the hot dogs, hamburgers and rolls, 
and there is a signup sheet for you to let us know what you would like to share 
that day.  The signup sheet is looking for salads, chips, fruit, desserts, drinks, or 
whatever you would like to share.  We are also looking for people to volunteer to 
set up tables and chairs, to help cook, and to help clean up. Hope you will join 
us! 

 
 



EYEGLASS COLLECTION 
How many pairs of glasses and/or sunglasses do you have tucked away in 
drawers?  Our Deacons will help you clean out as we collect used glasses, 
prescription and non-prescription sunglasses, reading glasses and “cheaters”.  
All donations will be given to Vision Associates on Rt. 517 who send the 
donations to the Lions Club to provide free or low cost glasses to those who 
might not otherwise be able to afford them.  We’re also collecting used hearing 
aids for the same purpose!  Look for the collection bin and thank you for helping 
us help others! 

TODAY’S MUSIC 
This morning, our service music was chosen in honor of Millie’s baptism, and for 
this Labor Day weekend.  For our children' s music program this year, the 
children will be learning a new Spiritual each month.  We begin with the familiar 
“He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands” for the month of September. 
 

FREE MARKET IS COMING! 
The Deacons’ 7th Free Market is coming on September 19 from 10 am-2 pm.  A 
Free Market is like a yard sale, but without price tags.  That’s right-everything is 
FREE.  And it’s a “win-win”-we’ll happily accept things that you no longer want or 
need, and give those items to people who will be delighted to put them to use.  
You can drop off items at the chapel on September 18 from 12-6 pm.  Please 
see the flier with items that we CAN accept, and those that we unfortunately 
CANNOT accept.  Questions?  Ask a Deacon! 
 

COMMUNITY DINNER 
Our next Community Dinner will be held next Saturday, September 12th at 
5:30pm.  If you would like to assist please contact Carl Erickson at 
carl_ericksonjr@hotmail.com.  Extra hands are always appreciated.   
 

RAISE RIGHT GIFT CARD PROGRAM 
Help support the mission of our church by purchasing gift cards.Over 700 of your 
favorite companies participate and FPCH gets a percentage of every gift card 
purchased (at no additional expense to you) with Raise Right.  You can purchase 
online, with our coordinator Geof Gohlich or via the app.  For more information 
see our flyers in the sanctuary. 
 

STEW’S CLUE! 
Kids (and grown-up kids too), did you find Stewie last week? This week, Stewie 
thinks you should look around diapers. 
 
 
 
 
 



                               FYI-INFORMATION 
8/30/26 ​ ​         In Person Attendance                       ​   68                              
​   ​ ​         Virtual Attendance​          ​​         ​186 
8/23/26​ ​         Offering​ ​ ​           ​ $2,780.78 
8/30/26        ​         Offering                                     ​ $2,102.29 

 
 WEEKLY ACTIVITIES at FPCH   -   September 6-12, 2026 

Sunday              ​      ​ 10:00 am          ​ ​ Worship  
Monday​ ​ ​ 9:00 am-12:00 noon​ Church office closed-Labor Day 
Tues/Fri​ ​           9:00 am-12:00 noon    ​ Church office open 
Thursday​ ​  ​ 6:30-7:15pm                   ​FPCH Ringers rehearsal 
                                        7:30-8:30 pm                  ​Senior Choir rehearsal 
 
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES in our Chapel - September 6-12, 2026 

Monday        ​          10:30-11:30 am   ​  ​ AA Step by Step 
                                 ​ 7:00-9:00 pm        ​​ Jazz Band 
Tuesday        ​      ​ 7:30-9:00 pm       ​  ​ NA Change or Die 
Wednesday ​         ​ 7:30-9:00 pm       ​ ​ Stone Soup Symphony 
Thursday     ​      ​ 10:30-11:30 am   ​  ​ AA New Beginnings 
Friday           ​      ​ Storage use only ​  ​ Colonial Musketeers 
​ ​ ​ ​ 7:00-9:00 pm​ ​ Colonial Musketeers Sr.  
​ ​ ​ ​ 7:30 pm​ ​ ​ GA Meeting 
Saturday​ ​ ​ 7:00 pm​ ​ ​ 12 Steps 
 

 
 
 

​ ​  

FOR PASTORAL CARE, 
Pastor Rev. Erin Hayes-Cook  
Cell:908-963-8341 
Email: revehayes@gmail.com 
Call the church office at:  908-852-4011 
Church email: fpchnj@gmail.com 
Church Website: www.fpchackettstown.org 
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