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 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
HACKETTSTOWN, NJ 

CHURCH OFFICE:  (908) 852-4011 

Pastor:  	 	 	 	 Rev. Erin Hayes-Cook 
Choir Director/Organist:  	 Lorinda Ravo 
Treasurer:  	 	 	 Jackie Hammel 
Financial Secretary:  		 Deborah Gulick-Shepherd 
Head Usher:  	 	 	 Kim Newton 
Church Secretary:  	 	 Pattie Huff 

2025 SESSION 
Class of 2026	 	 Class of 2027	 	 Class of 2028	  
Bill Cors	 	 	 Michele Cameron	 Gilbert Anyangwe 
Geof Gohlich	 	 Pete Miller	 	 	 Della Irby 
Sharon Heil	 	 MaryAnn Simmons	  

Clerk of Session: Donna Erickson 
2025 BOARD OF DEACONS 

Class of 2026	 	 Class of 2027	 	 Class of 2028 
Jackie Hammel	 	 Dennis Huff	 	 Patricia Butts 
Kathy Maier	 	 Jose Irby	 	 	 Karen Cramer 
Lorinda Ravo	 	 Jean Zetterberg	 	 James Tischler 

Moderator:  Lorinda Ravo 

2025 HEAVEN SENT NURSERY SCHOOL  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OFFICE:  852-2006 
Director:  Jen Bujno 

Pat Butts  	 	  - 2026	 	 Pam Venturini        -  2027 
Meghan DeCree  - HS Parent	 Toni Fryer	   	    - HS Parent 

Sharon Heil - Session Rep 
Rev. Erin Hayes-Cook - Ex-Officio 

A NOTE FROM OUR EDITOR 
Hello, FPCH Members! 
	 I hope you all have been enjoying this recent weather. This 
month, we have many activities to look forward to, specifically, 
Communion Sunday on May 3rd, Mother’s Day, Confirmation and 
Pentecost Sunday, the Memorial Day Parade, and the various 
gourmet groups meeting this month.   
	 As Pastor Erin has indicated in her Note from Our Pastor, we 
are pleased to honor our youth this month and in the months to 
come since our confirmation students will express their desire to be-
come members of the church on Confirmation Sunday, and our 
Sunday School classes are in their final month of lessons.  In case 
you did not know, the Christian Education Committee is in the 
process of establishing a youth group for our students in grades 8 
through high school (and beyond, if they desire to participate). 
Please see the article in this edition for more information.  
	 We would like to extend a hardy congratulations to the Eagle 
Scouts who were recognized for their projects, to the Hackettstown 
Community Band for their concert held on April 26th, and to our 
congregation members who were instrumental in providing many 
bags of clothing, accessories, shoes, and toys.  Your contributions 
are greatly appreciated.  See the articles associated with the Scouts 
and the band concert, and look for the tallies of the clothing drive in 
the next edition of the newsletter.  
	 One final note, on behalf of the Session, we wish to extend our 
sincere condolences to Chuck Potter’s family. Chuck recently 
passed away and we want Debbie to know that we are thinking of 
her.   
	 I look forward to seeing you all in church each Sunday.   
Yours in Christ,  

MaryAnn Simmons 



 DATES TO REMEMBER - MAY 2026  
02:	 Clothing Drive - 9 AM  
03:	 Worship and communion - 10 AM; livestream through Facebook; Sunday 
	 School & Confirmation class;  Joyful Noise/Unity Chimes Rehearsal after  
	 worship  
05:	 PLEFF Dinner - 6:00 PM at Mama’s, Mountain Ave, Hackettstown 
06:	 Yarn Girls - 1 PM in the Conference Room 
07:	 Music Rehearsal - FPCH Ringers at 6:30 PM and Senior Choir at 7:30 
	 PM, both in the Music Room 
09:	 Church grounds work day - 10 AM -1 PM  
09:	 Community Dinner - 5-7 PM at the Chapel  
10: 	 Worship - 10 AM; livestream through Facebook; Sunday School &  
	 Confirmation Class; Joyful Noise/Unity Chimes Rehearsal after worship  
10:	 Happy Mother’s Day! 
12:	 Stated meeting of the Presbytery - hybrid: 4 PM in person and 6:30 PM 
	 via Zoom 
13:	 Public Relations meeting - 6:30 PM in the Music Room  
13: 	 Deacon’s Meeting - 6:30 PM in the Conference Room 
14:	 Music Rehearsal - FPCH Ringers at 6:30 PM and Senior Choir at 7:30 
	 PM, both in the Music Room 
16:	 RAIN DATE for Church grounds work day - 10 AM - 1 PM 
16:	 Men’s Breakfast - 8:15 AM - at the Chapel; Ladies’ Breakfast - 9 AM - at 
	 the River Star Diner 
17:	 Worship - 10 AM; livestream through Facebook; Sunday School & 
	 Confirmation Class;Joyful Noise/Unity Chimes Rehearsal after worship; 
19: 	 Session Meeting - 6:30 PM, in the Conference Room  
21:	 Music Rehearsal - FPCH Ringers at 6:30 PM and Senior Choir at 7:30  
	 PM, both in the Music Room 
24:	 Worship and Communion - 10 AM; livestream through Facebook;  
	 Pentecost Sunday and Confirmation Sunday; Joyful Noise/Unity Chimes  
	 Rehearsal after worship; Celebration of Confirmation students in the  
	 Narthex after worship 
25:	 Memorial Day Parade - 8:30 AM - 11:30 AM - Breakfast Sandwiches for 
	 sale in front of the church; church tours available  
26: 	 Ladies Who Lunch - 12 PM at The Smashed Olive, 289 Rte 31,  
	 Washington  
28:	 Music Rehearsal - FPCH Ringers at 6:30 PM and Senior Choir at 7:30  
	 PM, both in the Music Room 
31:	 Worship - 10 AM; livestream through Facebook; Pentecost Sunday and 
	 Confirmation Sunday; Joyful Noise/Unity Chimes Rehearsal after  
	 worship; Stone Soup Symphony Concert - 3 PM in the Sanctuary

A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ.  
	 I knew I was called to youth and children’s ministry.   While serving as 
chaplain at Johnsonburg Camp over two summers, I could feel the voice of God 
say, “This is what I want you to do.”  I spent my days walking through camp and 
playing games with children, teaching them about the Bible, singing songs, 
pointing out God’s presence in their lives, and walking alongside the large 
young adult staff.   I felt alive when I could put my toes in the water from the 
“lake” and say a simple prayer for the ministry that was before me.   The beauty 
of God’s creation called out to me at that time.   But that call to walk alongside 
youth and children was not one that I just “felt” on my own; it was one that was 
affirmed by the various communities I served in and through the voice of the 
churches I visited.  

Eventually this call would lead me to serve as Director of Christian Edu-
cation at St. John’s Presbyterian church in Devon, PA and then as Director of 
Youth Ministries at Westminster Presbyterian Church in West Chester.  What joy 
it brought to my life to see children and youth share the awe and wonder of God 
together.   I still remember the little girl who picked at the stockings on my leg 
while I did a children’s message one Sunday and the youth who felt so excluded 
everywhere else in his life but felt at home at the church.  These stories are the 
part of the fabric of who I am now as a minister.  For my call now is to use gifts 
as we walk together at First Presbyterian Hackettstown.  

This summer I will have the tremendous gift to return that call, as I will be 
the Keynote Speaker for Montreat’s youth conference in July.  Montreat Confer-
ence Center is located in Montreat, North Carolina. Set among the beautiful 
Blue Ridge mountains, it is a spiritual home to many in the Presbyterian Church. 
While there I will have the tremendous gift of sharing with the youth about our 
theme Wonder and Wander.  I am super excited to be sharing God’s stories with 
close to 2,000 people over two weeks!   Days will be filled with prep, sharing 
community with people, and more!   Youth will share in small group time, wor-
ship, recreation time, and time with their home groups.    Being at Montreat is a 
life changing experience.   
	 God has an amazing way to grow you and use you in ways you never 
thought you’d expect.  I covet your prayers as I prepare for this amazing experi-
ence this summer. Please know that I am taking you with me - and everyone will 
know that I am from First Presbyterian Church of Hackettstown! 

Pastor Erin  



SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
	 Sunday school promises a wealth of education for our youth 
here at FPCH. Our teachers are excellent role models for our chil-
dren by providing them with knowledge about Jesus and his love for 
them all. The children also learn about Jesus’ miracles and the 
ways they can continue to see themselves as miracle workers in 
their everyday lives.  
	 Our confirmation class continues to learn about the workings 
of the board of elders (session) and the board of deacons as the 

girls take notes about 
the decisions each 
board must make re-
garding the finances 
and the missions our 
church conducts each 
month.   
Our students have met 
with the session mem-
bers on April 28th to 
r e v e a l w h a t t h e y 

learned about their journey of Fatih as they prepare for their confir-
mation on Pentecost Sunday.  Instructor Jan 
Courtright is proud of their progress and be-
lieves the girls are well prepared for this 
event on May 24th.  
	  
	 Please be sure to celebrate with the 
girls on Confirmation Sunday. Also be sure 
to thank our Mentors who assisted these 
girls with learning the importance of leading 
a Christ - centered life.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS  

MAY’S WALL WORDS 

	 The Bible verse we used 
for inspiration this month is “This 
is the day that the Lord has 
made,” and our question for the 
Sunday School kids was “Just for 
today, I wish I could….”  
	 Enjoy their answers on the 
wall by the entrance ramp to the 
church! They are quite clever and 
well thought out.   

PHOTOS COURTESY 
OF NADIA HANSON 



 NEWS FROM THE DEACONS   
By PAT BUTTS  

	  
	 The next upcoming project for the Deacons is our clothing 
drive. We will be collecting items before the truck arrives at 9 AM on 
Saturday, May 2nd. If you have any questions, see James Tischler. 
The Deacons appreciate everyone's continued support for our semi-
annual clothing drive.   Your generous donations help us to provide 
funding for our projects. 
	 As many of you know, every two years the Deacons hold a 
Free Market for the community. More information will follow with a 
specific date, but you can be sure it will be held on a  Saturday in 
September, 2026. As you start Spring cleaning, please think of us 
and start putting aside items you would like to donate. 
	 The Deacons are very excited about a Mini Grant program 
that will be starting in the next couple of months.   We are inviting 
anyone in the congregation to submit an application with an idea for 
a program, activity, or improvement that can benefit our congrega-
tion and/or community.   The Dea-
cons will be evaluating the ap-
plications and helping to provide 
funding for projects that are ac-
cepted.   Therefore, we encourage 
any and all to share your ideas 
and help us find new ways to en-
rich our church and community. 
	 Our Little Pantry continues to grow and we appreciate all do-
nations. A box is located in the front of the sanctuary for donations 
or you can see any Deacon for information about donating. As al-
ways, we appreciate any and all donations so we can continue this 
amazing and always growing outreach to the community.	  
	 As always, the Deacons thank you for all of your generous 
support of our missions.  

GOD’S LOVE ENDURES FOREVER 
	 Charles Albin Potter, longtime resident of Hackettstown passed 
away on Friday, April 10, 2026 in Hackettstown, NJ. He was 80 years old. 
	 Charles was born on November 29, 1945 in Jersey City, NJ.  He is 
a 1964 graduate from Kearny High School.  In 1965, he joined the United 
States Air Force and served as SGT until he was honorably discharged 
1971. 
	 Charles later worked in the facilities department for Novartis Phar-
maceuticals Co. in East Hanover NJ. 
	 He was active member of First Presbyterian Church, The American 
Legion, International Union of Operating Engineers Local 
68, AFL-CIO and the Vasa Order of America. 
	 We at FPCH remember his devotion to assisting at 
the church whenever there was a need.  He was active 
with our men’s breakfast group, the  
	 He is survived by his wife Deborah of 49 years and 
two brothers-in law: Keith and Lance Anderson. 
	 Charles was predeceased by his parents Roger and Doris Potter. 
	 A viewing was held on April 14th at Cochran Funeral Home in 
Hackettstown, NJ.  A memorial service will be held at a future date at First 
Presbyterian Church in Hackettstown.   
	  
We give thanks to the God of the Resurrection whose love brings us hope 
everyday.   

MAY 2, 2026 IS CLOTHING DRIVE 
	 This is a kind reminder that our clothing drive will take place on 
Saturday, May 2nd at 9 AM. If anyone still needs to drop off clothing, 
please do so prior to the 9 AM truck arrival.   
	 If anyone would like to assist with loading the truck, we gladly wel-
come you. If you have any questions, see James Tischler for more infor-
mation. 
	 As always, the Deacons thank you for your support of this endeav-
or. Proceeds from this drive will go toward their missions throughout the 
year.  



 MEET OUR BEAUTIFUL PIPE ORGAN 
BY: LORINDA RAVO 

	 So many who come into our church (and have been coming in for years!) 
immediately notice the stately gold pipes in front of the sanctuary. I’d like to 
share some information about our organ. 
	 Our sanctuary has one of the few pipe organs in the county. Built in 1962 
by the highly regarded Moller Company of Hagerstown, Maryland, it was estab-
lished as a memorial to Mrs. Nellie Crane Alford who had passed away on May 
29, 1959, when her son, Mr. William J. Alford contacted the Board of Deacons 
with a view to establishing a suitable memorial for his beloved mother. The mat-
ter was then referred to Session in May of 1960, and in June, Session approved 
the project with a bid of $32,263 from the Moller Company. Were we to pur-
chase it today, that $32,263 is estimated to cost $356,260. The organ was in-
stalled in November of 1962, and was the 9,630th pipe organ produced by the 
Moller Company. 
	 Not many know, but the pipes that so beautifully grace the sanctuary are 
non-sounding pipes. They are decorative, and the real pipes are located in a 
chamber on the landing between the office level of the church and Heaven Sent 
Nursery School. Two screens allow the sound to be heard: one opening to the 
front of the sanctuary (nearest to the Jesus and the Children stained glass win-
dow), and one opening to the choir loft. 
	 The air compressor that provides the necessary air for the pipes is locat-
ed in a closet at the bottom of the steps to the downstairs youth room-the stairs 
by the parking lot door to the church. 
	 Our organ has 3 manuals (keyboards) to be played by the organist’s 
hands, and a full pedalboard played by her feet, called the Pedal Organ. It has 
20 ranks of pipes and a full set of chimes as well. In all, there are hundreds and 
hundreds of pipes ranging from the size of a small pencil to the very large pipes 
that create the sounds for the pedals. On any given Sunday, all three manuals 
and the pedals are used throughout our service. The organ is serviced 4 times a 
year by the RW Kurtz Organ Company-in fact, if you go to their Facebook page, 
you’ll see the pipes from our organ with the lighted Christmas wreath on them! 
	 If anyone has questions or would like to see the working parts of the organ 
- the air compressor, the pipes, or the instrument itself - or would like to take a 
turn playing it, please ask me! I love showing off our beautiful instrument. In 
keeping with letting people know about the beauty and challenges of playing a 
pipe organ, as opposed to an electronic organ, on May 14, members of a 
Hackettstown High School piano class are coming to our church on a “field trip” 
to learn about and try playing our instrument. 



 APRIL 2026 FINANCIAL $NAPSHOT 
BY:  JACKIE HAMMEL 

Treasurer’s Report January to March 2026 
Total Weekly Donations for January, February, March 2026 

General Donations	 $940.00	 Building on Generosity $1,152.00 

Initial Offerings	 $364.08	 One Great Hour of Sharing $482.00 

Per Capita	 	 $1,467.27	 Christmas Joy        $20.00 

Pledges	 	 $53,111.65	 World Communion $20.00	  

Building Fund	 $2,522.70	 Total Weekly Donations…..$60,079.70 

Income and Expense for March 31, 2026  
Operating Income	 $29,831.48 
Operating Expense	 ($12,481.37) 
                
Building Fund Income	 $3,444.87 
Building Fund Expense	 ($8,638.01) 

If you have any questions, suggestions or need clarification, please contact me 
at your convenience. 
Email treas.fpchnj@gmail.com    Cell 908.656.4225 

Respectfully Submitted 
Jackie Hammel 
Treasurer 

Contact Jackie Hammel if you have any questions or would like to discuss the Church’s operating  
finances or the Endowment Funds.

SCOUTS HONORED FOR HIGHEST RANK 
BY: LORINDA RAVO 

	 On Sunday, April 26, friends and family of three members of 
Scout troop 158 gathered at the Independence 
Fire House to recognize the accomplishments of 
Michael Izzo, Kyle Larga, and William VanDoren 
as they were all awarded for achieving the high-
est honor in Scouting, the rank of Eagle Scout.  
	 You may remember that Kyle's project was 
the upgrading of our 
Prayer Garden, in-
cluding the installa-
tion of a pergola, 

upgrading the benches, leveling the 
base, pouring concrete footings, and 
planting shrubbery.   Michael's project 
was revitalizing the Great Meadows 
Middle School Garden to create an out-
door classroom area and promote con-
servation education, and Will created a 
new lighted sign and base for the Inde-
pendence Fire House.   
	 An Eagle Scout project must be a significant project planned, 
developed, and led by a Life Scout to benefit a religious institution, 

school or community.  All three projects included 
hundreds of service hours, leadership of fellow 
scouts who assisted with their projects, and 
working with the recipient of their project.   
	 	 Congratulations to these three young 
men.  As sponsors of the troop, we share in the 
pride that their families, scout leaders, and fel-
low scouts are feeling! 

mailto:treas.fpchnj@gmail.com


 HACKETTSTOWN COMMUNITY BAND 
PROVIDES AN INSPIRING CONCERT 

BY: MARYANN SIMMONS  
	  
	 Music, as most people at FPCH know, is a valued part of our 
church community.  We welcome the talents of all singers, musi-
cians, and instrumentalists.  More importantly, we enjoy the many 
concert groups who bless us with their musical talents at our sanc-
tuary.  The Hackettstown Community Band is a welcomed group 
who had the honor of performing a free concert on April 26th at 3 
PM.  
	 The special performance featured a lively mix of popular mu-
sic from film and stage, along with beloved patriotic tunes celebrat-
ing Spring  and Our Nation’s 250th anniversary. All in attendance 
witnessed an  inspiring and entertaining program, celebrating 
community, creativity, and grati-
tude for those who have 
served  our nation. Thank you 
for this special event. 
	   The Hackettstown Com-
munity Band is funded in part 
by the Warren County Division 
of Cultural & Heritage Affairs. 

FPCH APRIL HIGHLIGHTS 
	 March was a fun month of wonderful celebrations: music 
events, Easter Sunday worship, and highlights from Sunday 
School (found with the article on previous pages). 

PHOTO COURTESY OF AL RAVO 



 MUSIC NOTES  
BY: LORINDA RAVO 

Our anthems during the month of May will be: 

May 3:	 Antiphonal Hallelujah-Sr. Choir 

May 10:	 Whisper a Prayer-Joyful Noise Bells 

May 17:	 TBA 

May 24:	 American Medley-FPCH Ringers 
	 	 America, the Beautiful-Sr. Choir 
	 	 In His Time-Sr. Choir and confirmation class 

CALLING ALL SUMMER MUSICIANS 
	 As you know, our next issue of the Light from the Steeple will 
be a joint summer edition.  As a result, we are in the process of de-
termining our summer music schedule. 
	 During June, July, and August, we welcome soloists or small 
ensembles to provide special music for our Sunday morning worship 
services.  
	 If you would like to volunteer, please see Lorinda. She’ll be 
very happy to help you out in any way that you need! 

	 MAY GREETERS		  
May 3:	 Jen and Al Aquino 

May 10:	 Ellen and Bruce Bergman 

May 17:	 Karen and Mark Cramer 

May 24:	 Kathy Maier and Kathleen Slater 

May 31:	 Erin and Chris Roguso  

ATTENTION ALL YOUTH IN GRADES 8 
THROUGH HIGH SCHOOL AND BEYOND 

BY: MARYANN SIMMONS AND PASTOR ERIN HAYES-COOK 
	 FPCH is pleased to announce plans for a newly created youth 
group for our youth who are entering grades 8 
through high school and college.  We are in the 
beginning stages of creating an opportunity for 
students to meet once a month to enjoy time 
together to explore Christian values and friend-
ship as a way to expand upon their Christianity 
since their confirmation lessons have been 
completed. The adults are eagerly anticipating 
a great experience for all who wish to join in the fun.   
	 Stay tuned for more information in upcoming church bulletins, 
church announcements, and newsletters. Any questions, see Pastor Erin 
or Mrs. Simmons. 



Sharing God’s Bounty
God’s Draft Choices 

Two of the most highly watched sporting events on television are not when teams or 
athletes are competing against each other; rather they involve the drafting of players for the 
National Football League (NFL) and National Basketball Association (NBA) teams. For 
many hours, fans of professional sports will watch intently to see whom their favorite teams 
will draft. 

Most of us won’t be drafted by professional football or basketball teams, but, as Chris-
tians, we receive a greater calling. We, in essence, are God’s draft choices. “You did not 
choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit” (John 15:16). God has 
made us a part of his team. We are not chosen by God because we are successful in our ca-
reers, great athletes, or wealthy. God chooses ordinary people to do extra-ordinary things.  
“But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak 
things of the world to shame the strong. He chose the lowly things of this world and the de-
spised things ... and the things that are not ... to nullify the things that are” (1 Corinthians 
1:27-28). 

Through faith, we understand that we are among the foolish and weak through whom 
God carries on his life-saving work. “But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that 
this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us” (2 Corinthians 4:7). God entrusts 
us ... clay jars ... with this treasure ... the Gospel. Even though we are frail and unworthy of 
our tasks, God has chosen us to carry his message of love to the world. As humble people of 
faith, we are empowered by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. He transforms and molds us. 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has 
come!” (2 Corinthians 5:17). It is God who does the drafting and the changing.  Through 
faith, we will stay on God’s team, and we will bear the fruit that he calls us to bear. 

The professional athletes who are drafted are expected to perform.  They are paid large 
sums of money to do very athletic things.  As God’s chosen people, we may not receive 
large compensation, but our benefits are out of this world! Therefore, we are eager to use 
our lives and resources in God’s service for his glory. Paul wrote, “For we are God’s work-
manship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us 
to do” (Ephesians 2:10). What a privilege it is to be part of and serving on God’s winning 
team! 

If Jesus walked up to you and said: “Come follow me  ... I have a lot of work to do and 
I really need your help,” would you tell him to get lost because you are just too busy in 
your pursuit of personal possessions and worldly comfort? Every day is a time to re-
flect on all that God has given you and a time to share and care about others. Have 
you given any consideration to helping Jesus carry out his works in your own church?
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MEET YOUR DEACONS AND ELDERS 
BY: MARYANN SIMMONS  

	 This month, meet Dennis Huff (Board of Deacons) and Michele 
Cameron (Session Elder), members of the Class of 2026. 

Dennis Huff is a deacon - serves communion, is a greeter, works 
the video camera, is on the Security Team, and helps out wherever 
needed. He was raised on a dairy farm here in Hackettstown and 
graduated from St. Mary's school and then attended Hackettstown 

High School, was a center fielder on the 
Hackettstown baseball team until he transferred 
to Warren Tech where he mastered his welding 
skills.   He was in the first graduating class of 
Warren Tech.   He is married to Pattie (our sec-

retary) for the past 52 years and has two sons, Mike & Jim and two 
grandchildren, Avery & Owen. He is retired but works as a custo-
dian at the Hackettstown Schools when needed. 
Michele Cameron is a designer for different travel magazines and, 
more recently, a book designer with HarperCollins. She has  been 
attending FPCH for about 30 years. She and her husband were 
married here in 2002 by Rev. Archer. Her son came to Sunday 
School here, and he and his wife were also 
married by Rev. Archer. Four of Michele’s 
grandchildren currently attend our Sunday 
School program. 

Over the years, Michele has served on 
the Stewardship Committee and the Christian 
Education Committee. She taught Sunday School for several 
years. About two years ago, she became the Committee Chairper-
son for our newly formed Public Relations Committee. She is an 
Ordained Elder and a member of the Session. 
	 Thank you, Dennis and Michele, for your dedication to our 
church. 

http://www.parishpublishing.org


SPRING WORKDAY - MAY 9th 
“Clean up, Clean up, Everybody, Clean up!”  


	 Memorial Day is fast approaching and it is time for our annual 
Spring Church Work Day.  Please bring 
your gifts for raking, weeding, window 
cleaning, dusting, and organizing.  We 
will be working outside and inside; tools 
and supplies will be provided, but if you 
would like to bring your own, please 
feel free to do so.   
	 We will work from 10 AM to 1 PM. 
Rain date is May 16th.  Many hands 
make light work so your help is greatly 
appreciated! Let’s make our church shine for the Memorial Day Pa-
rade.  Any questions, see Diane Hull.   

G.R.O.W. TEAM NEWS  
          BY: BILL CORS 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Pentecost and the Pentecost Offering 

Pentecost 
• Pentecost is from the Greek word “pentekoste which means 

50th 
• Pentecost is the 50th day after Easter (well actually it is the 

seventh Sunday after Easter which makes it 49 days but 
who’s counting?)  

• This year, Pentecost is celebrated on Sunday, May 24, 2026 
• In the Old Testament, “Pentecost referred to the Feast of 

Weeks (Leviticus 23:15; Deuteronomy 16:9) which celebrat-
ed the grain harvest (Shavuot in Hebrew) 50 days after 
Passover 

• In the New Testament, Mary, the Apostles, and followers of 
Jesus were all in one place to celebrate the Weeks and the 
Holy Spirit descended upon them (Acts 2:1-3) 

Pentecost Offering 
• A special offering is collected on Pentecost 
• Did You Know that 40% of that offering is used by FPCH to 

fund financial support for the younger members of our con-
gregation to take part in activities at Johnsonburg Camp and 
Retreat Center 

• In the past year, it enabled participation at Johnsonburg for 
summer camp and confirmation retreat activities 

• Another way you help support the ministry of our church 
A huge “THANK YOU” to all! 

Ideas, thoughts, observations, are welcomed. Feel free to reach 
any member of the G.R.O.W. Team (William Cors, Karen Cramer, 
Geoff Gohlich, and Jackie Hammel). 

The G.R.O.W. Team  

G.R.O.W. TEAM NEWS  
          BY: BILL CORS  

DID YOU KNOW…? 
COMING SOON 

REAL SOON 

SOONER THAN YOU THINK 
STAY TUNED 

 DETAILS TO FOLLOW 

MAKING FPCH THE BEST IT CAN BE 

“BUILDING ON GENEROSITY 2026” 



PRAYER LIST 
Please keep the following  
in your prayers: 
Eugenie Chetangie 
Churches throughout the U.S. 
Our Confirmands 
Pam Covert 
Shirley DeLoia, sister of Phyllis  
  Prestopine 
Kim Ellis, daughter of Sharon 
  Heil  
FPCH and Friends of FPCH 
Our Sunday School 
Teachers 
  and assistants  
Dan Gardner 
Terry Gretchen  
Joan Grover 
The Hackettstown  
  Community  
The Immigrant Community 
Barbara Hall 
Maikuu congregation,  
  Kibwezi Kenya 
Members of the Armed Forces  
Barbara Pace, niece of the  
  Prestopines 
Alice Phoebus 
Jim Simmons  
Rayman Sookhoo and the 
  Sookhoo Family  
Carol Spitzer 
The food insecure 
The homeless 
Those struggling with 
  addictions and mental health 
Those recovering from surgery 

MAY   
ANNIVERSARIES 

15: Jeff & Suzanne Raphaels 
      Chris & Sara Kshatri 
19: Mark & Winnie Slachetka 
20: Jeff & Kim Newton 
21: Michael & Ginny Plumbo 
23: Dan & Linda Gardner 
30: Ted & Brenda Zellars 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
2:   Jessica Dartnell 
6:   John Mark Wojcicki 
      Addison Stymacks 
8:   Nellie Creager 
11: Gabriel Roguso 
17: Brian Wallace 
21: Geof Gohlich 
22: Carol Hammell 
      John O’Brien 
23:  Carol Spitzer 
24: Lauren Werth 
25: Heather Melendez 
30: Meg Slachetka 

APRIL SECOND SUNDAY 
	 Our Second Sunday was led by several of our confirmation 
class students on April 14th.. They used Psalm 8 as their inspiration, 
and had activities and stories based on outer space. The activities 
included painting 3D stars, making planets out of model magic, and 
creating painted CD galaxies. 
	 Congratulations and thanks to the creators for all of their work 
in planning, organizing, and leading the events of the day. 
There will be NO Second Sunday in May as that is also Mother’s 
Day, but keep an eye out for our June 14 event. 

	  
	 If you have a hobby, talent, or interest that you’d like to share 
with some very fun and cooperative kids, please see Lorinda Ravo.  
And if you’d like some help to plan an event, we can do that too! 

	  

WE CELEBRATE 
YOUR DAY WITH 

YOU!

PHOTOS COURTESY OF  
LORINDA RAVO  
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