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Editorial  

Insect Environment (IE) has been experiencing 

phenomenal growth in the last two years. The drivers are our 

authors and the myriad well-wishers in India and around the globe. 

Our research articles have been touching millions of viewers or 

rather viewers are making hits into our articles; thanks to CABI 

(UK), DOI and Research Gate. Many authors message me that 

interest in their papers from far flung corners of the globe, indeed, 

made them feel elated, while we felt, our labours were not in vain!  

We were the first to whistle-alert Thrips parvispinous on 

chillies in South India through our blogs followed with a couple of 

articles (IE 24 (4), 2021). Talking of our blogs they have been short ento-thrillers, and every 

Monday blogs are auto-sent to a few thousands, around the world.  

Nobody ever thought of giving amateur 

insect pictures a chance to see the light of the 

day. ‘Big’ journals would accept photographs, 

relevant to a paper that too with a lot of 

editorial fuss and sometimes as I have myself 

experienced, pretence to quality! At IE we 

make a difference- if an insect picture tells a 

story by itself or its oikos or has aesthetics (all 

insects, however drab are beautiful to us) we 

publish it. I am dazed, that android/iphone 

mobiles nearly capture insects with clarity and 

presentability, almost matching professional 

cameras! No wonder, mobile pixels and soft 

digitization have unfortunately shrunk the 

genre of camerapersons! But IE is lucky to still 

have a repertory of professional entomologist-

photographers of the likes of Dr. D. N. 

Nagaraj, Dr. Sevgan Subramanian and many 

more, who frame excellent pictures to the last 

setae and bristle!. IE would have been poorer 

but for these “lens-persons,” whose watchful 

eyes, rarely miss a fly! I am also happy to 

appreciate the efforts of Dr Thirupam Reddy 

from Jharkhand. His picture on 

gynandromorphy of tassar silk moth in this 

issue is mention-worthy. 

Once more I reiterate IE is all about 

capturing the natural history of insects and 

their environment in words, data and pictures. 

This phase hopefully- the post-pandemic- is 

seeing revival of physical meetings. IE would 

be happy to collaborate in publicity, if poster-

pictures are given well on time. It is always 

‘fun’ to attend conferences/seminars in India, 

as the ‘Indianness’ and pluralism injected into 

such meets, deliver not only scientific 

discussions, but also unforgettable 

camaraderie, local cuisines and art-shows. 



Vol. 25 (2) (June 2022) Insect Environment 

178 

This was certainly not evident in many 

international meets I attended round the world. 

There are excellent discussions (business-

style), paid water (!) especially in Europe, and 

future networking with peers take place only if 

they have something to gain.  

Indians go beyond that (for we are 

large-hearted!) in generating hospitality and 

friendship. 

In 2012, I attended the ‘grand’ 

entomological Congress in South Korea. The 

gathering was large with nine concurrent 

sessions. Even 10% of the participants could 

not be met in four days. Big registration fee, 

but no lunch or tea! We had to buy them. One 

of the Indian participants quipped, “Many 

donors, no food!” For us in India, food also 

decides the output of such meets! And it should 

be so always! (Ah: I am an indulgent foodie!) 

One exception has been Thailand. I have 

attended three international meets here, and all 

the time my sensuous enjoyment of Thai food 

has been a hallmark memory. 

IE has always been favouring short 

research notes and observations of scientific 

value, and to capture important in-betweens of 

research, which many so called ‘standard’ 

journals loathe to publish. But articles of 

longer versions, mini-reviews, and exceptional 

reports of a group of Insecta have started 

streaming into IE websites, that our Editorial 

felt that IE should evolve to give readers a fair 

share of well written, qualitative, and 

discursive writing. I am sure commercial 

Meleponiculture by Stephen Devanesen will 

stimulate hiving of stingless bee, Tetragonella 

for pollination services in polyhouses. Those 

who adopt /recommend this please do give 

credit to his team from Kerala Agricultural 

University and ICAR. Likewise Aparna et 

al’s., Erebid moths of Lonavala and Bakra et 

al’s., ants of Sunderbans are very useful 

documentations of longer versions. All 

articles, finally accepted are notable and 

useful. I may point out the Butterfly 

Identification App (BIA) of Ramadevi et al. as 

a useful addendum to native libraries of 

schools and colleges. Articles/reviews on 

hormesis, immune priming, insect navigations, 

etc are useful reading and seminar topics for 

post graduate students.  

We have more than 80 blogs in our 

websites which hardly lose their topicality as 

insects exhibit marvellous relevance in wider 

space and longer temporals. 

IE has a unique professional refereeing 

systems. Our experiences tell us many “peer” 

reviewers are not up to the mark in gauging the 

spirit and philosophy of research contributions 

of authors, so tend to go by physical data in the 

guise of pretence to some standard! This is 

often found defeating creativity and stymieing 

originality in authors. So, our reviewers are 

mature scientifically empathetic subject-

specialists, who goad especially youngsters 

into higher echelons of research. Many top-

notch directors and scientists, vice chancellors 

and professors have all been once (and still are) 
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IE authors. So, it is a pleasant worthwhile 

experience to be an author in IE! So be our 

contributors, either as articles, blogs or 

pictures, as these behove well to a splendid 

career especially for youngsters in future.  

So, welcome all, amateurs to 

professionals, to be part of insect information 

dissemination for a better entomological 

tomorrow! 

My special thanks to Dr Romeno 

Faleiro, FAO Consultant, for hand-holding us 

through the entire editorial process. Not the 

least, my special gratitude to IE’s anchor-

person, Dr M A Rashmi for her multi-tasking-

coordinating to get each issue in the web-light! 

 

Dr. Abraham Verghese 

Editor-in-Chief       


	Cover Page.pdf
	Page 1
	Page 2


