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The Court ORDERS that in all Suits for Divorce, no final contest 

jury, shall be set without: 

1) The parties attempting mediation to resolve the contested iss ues, and providing 

certif icat ion of sai d attempt with acknowledgment from all parties and the 

mediating party, 

2) The parties attempting any other form of alternative dispute resolution, and 

providing certification of said attempt with acknowledgment from all parties 

participating in sai d attempt, OR 

3) The parti es providing a "JO INT REQUEST FOR FINAL CONTESTED HEARING," 

outlining the issues to be determined at sa id contested hearing, as well as th e 

approximate time needed by all parties to litigate said issues. 

Notwithstanding the above, the Court maintains its ability to order m ediation on its 

own motion. 

In the m atter of Pro Se di vo rces -

1) The Court MAY appoint an amicus attorney to assist the court in division of 

property, part icula rly when said property division is contested. 

2) As with repres ented parti es, prose parties are to attempt some form of alternative 

dispute resolution prior to any contested final hearing and must sign a certificate 

of attempt to be filed with the District Clerk. 

3) Prose parti es shalleach be ordered to pay an appropriate portion of the cost of a) 

any appointed amicus attorney, orb) any Court Ordered mediation. 

The Court advises all parties in divorce suits to attempt a resolution of all disputes 

prior to a contested hearing or jurytri al. This preserves your time, as well as the Court's time, 

and allows for a more efficient reso lutio n of divorce suits. The Court appreciates efficiency 

in all matters. If you are not ready for a final hearing, please advise the Court accordingly. 

Keep in mind Ernest Hemin gway's words of wisdom -

"When people talk, listen completely. Most people never listen." FILED 
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Don't be "most people." 
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