Who can go?

Students in the High Steppin’ Hawks band program, color guard, and orchestra who will be in 9th-12th grade in March of
2023 are all invited to go! There will be performance opportunities for all students. Friends and family of the High Steppin’
Hawks are welcome to join the shadow tour so that you can be in Dublin to watch your student perform. Please know that
the shadow tour functions as a separate tour that intersects with the student tour to watch the performances. It allows
you to experience some of the same things as your student while giving your student the structured independence of
travelling with their peers. You will have a different flight, tour guide, bus and driver when you arrive. You will be in a
different hotel and some nights you will even be in a different city. It will also allow you to do some things that you
wouldn’t be able to do on the student tour.

What will we get to experience? (Itinerary Subject to Change)
TUESDAY, MARCH 14

Student Tour: FLY OVERNIGHT FROM ORLANDO TO DUBLIN - Meet your directors and friends at the Orlando
Airport this afternoon. After airline check-in, board your overnight flight to Dublin, Ireland.
Shadow Tour for Friends and Family: Same itinerary for today.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15

Student Tour: GLENDALOUGH & DUBLIN - After clearing customs and security, meet your
Exploring Europe tour guide and driver. Once on the bus, we'll leave Dublin and travel to
the ancient monastic site of Glendalough. The ruins of this monastery are in the beautiful
Wicklow Mountains, just south of Dublin city. Take a walk along the lakes and through the
forest and enjoy the outdoors. Later, return to Dublin for hotel check-in and a group dinner. Sleep 3 nights in Dublin. Picnic
Lunch and Dinner included today.
Shadow Tour for Friends and Family: NEWGRANGE & DUBLIN - After clearing customs and
security, meet your Exploring Europe tour guide and driver. The great passage tomb of
Newgrange dates from the Neolithic or New Stone Age between 3370 and 2920 B.C. Its name
evolved from a monastic settlement established here during the 1300s. Today you'll experience
Newgrange and the surrounding historic countryside. Later, arrive at your hotel for a welcome to Ireland dinner.
Sleep 3 nights in Dublin. May not be in the same hotel as students. Dinner included.

THURSDAY, MARCH 16

Student Tour: DUBLIN & ST. PATRICK'S FESTIVAL - Various components of our band will have opportunities
to perform around Dublin City today. When not performing, enjoy exploring the history and culture in
small-group guided tours of the city center. Breakfast and dinner included today.

Shadow Tour for Friends and Family: GUINNESS & DUBLIN - We will begin the day with a
visit to the Guinness Brewery for a look at the production process and a visit to the
panoramic Gravity Bar for an authentic pint of the stout brewed here in Dublin. Later,
you'll have some free time in Dublin City to explore on your own or listen to the Spruce
Creek Bands performances around the city. Breakfast and Dinner included.

FRIDAY, MARCH 17

Student Tour: ST. PATRICK'S DAY PARADE - Experience the
thrill of marching in the Dublin St. Paddy's Day Parade!
After the parade, you'll have some free time to celebrate,
Irish-style, on this their only national holiday. After a full
day of celebration, return to your hotel for a traditional
St. Paddy's Day dinner. Breakfast and dinner included
today.
Shadow Tour for Friends and Family: ST. PATRICK'S DAY
PARADE - Experience the thrill of watching the Spruce
Creek Band in the Dublin St. Paddy's Day Parade! After the
parade, you'll have the afternoon and evening to
participate in more of the festivities. Breakfast included
today.

SATURDAY, MARCH 18

Student Tour: THE WEST COAST - Today, we will head across the island to its rugged
west coast. Our first stop is the breathtaking Cliffs of Moher, where you'll find yourself
teetering on the edge of a series of 700-feet cliffs perched on the North Atlantic. These
cliffs stretch for five miles along the Atlantic coast in County Clare. One can see the
distant Aran Islands and the soaring mountains in Connemara and the Dingle Peninsula
on a clear day. Later, we will make our way to Dingle at the far southwest tip of Ireland.
Tonight's menu features a selection of fresh and sumptuous locally sourced products.
After dinner, join the fun at a pub for a traditional music session or live folk music. Sleep
2 nights in Dingle. Breakfast and Dinner included.
Shadow Tour for Friends and Family: BLARNEY & DINGLE - Today, we will travel to the
tiny village of Blarney. The castle, known for its famous "Blarney Stone," is one of
Ireland's most popular tourist destinations. After an opportunity to "kiss the Blarney
Stone," enjoy visiting the Blarney Woolen Mills. This massive shopping complex is your
one-stop spot for authentic Irish arts, crafts, textiles, and apparel. Then, travel to the
far southwest coast and the Dingle peninsula. Enjoy dinner and an evening in town.
Sleep 2 nights in Dingle. Breakfast and Dinner included.

SUNDAY, MARCH 19

Student Tour: THE DINGLE PENINSULA – Today, experience some of Ireland's wildest natural beauty
and oldest pre-historic settlements on our driving tour of the Slea Head. Enjoy endless fields of "40
shades of green", rock-crushing waves, and all the sheep you'll ever want to count. Back in Dingle,
you'll have the afternoon and evening for shopping, dinner, and music on your own. Breakfast
included.

Shadow Tour: THE DINGLE PENINSULA – Today, experience some of Ireland's
wildest natural beauty and oldest pre-historic settlements on our driving tour
of the Slea Head. Enjoy endless fields of "40 shades of green", rock-crushing
waves, and all the sheep you'll ever want to count. Back in Dingle, visit the
Dingle Distillery for a look at the distilling and aging process. Of course, you'll
get to sample the products too! Then enjoy the afternoon and evening for
shopping, dinner, and music on your own. Breakfast included.

MONDAY, MARCH 20

Student Tour: BLARNEY CASTLE & CORK CITY - Today, we will travel to the tiny village of
Blarney. The castle, known for its famous "Blarney Stone," is one of Ireland's most popular
tourist destinations. After an opportunity to "kiss the Blarney Stone," you will enjoy a visit
to the Blarney Woolen Mills. This massive shopping complex is your one-stop spot for
authentic Irish arts, crafts, textiles, and apparel. Later, we will make our way to nearby Cork
City for a little free time before dinner. Tonight, enjoy a grand farewell dinner at a local
restaurant. Sleep 1 night in Cork. Breakfast and Dinner included.

Shadow Tour: THE WEST COAST - Today, we will cross the River Shannon and visit County Clare. The breathtaking
Cliffs of Moher will put you teetering on the edge of a series of 700-feet cliffs perched on the North Atlantic. These
cliffs stretch for five miles along the Atlantic coast. Later, we will make our way to Galway for a grand farewell dinner
and evening on the town. Sleep 1 night in Galway. Breakfast and Dinner included.

TUESDAY, MARCH 21

Student Tour: HEADING HOME - We'll get an early start this morning on our trip back up to Dublin. We will have you at
the airport in plenty of time to board your flight back to Orlando. Breakfast included.
Shadow Tour: We'll get an early start this morning on our trip back up to Dublin. We will have you at the airport in
plenty of time to board your flight back to Orlando. Breakfast included.

What About Covid?

As of October 2021, Ireland requires a 14-day quarantine and two negative tests if you are not vaccinated. If you have
proof of vaccination, no travel-related testing or quarantine is necessary. The United States is requiring a negative test to
return. Of course, things can change between now and then, but if you are absolutely opposed to vaccination,
international travel is probably not the best option for you at this time and you should not sign up. It is likely that proof of
vaccination will still be required for travel to Ireland in March of 2023.

What is the Cost?

The final cost will vary slightly depending upon the hotels, flights and travel arrangements that our tour company is able
to secure for us. The final cost will be determined in the middle of April, but our ground tour cost (hotels, bus, meals, etc.)
will be no more than $1949 per person and the flight is expected to be around $1100 per person. The actual cost will be
higher or lower depending upon the airfare rates.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Round-trip air from Orlando, Florida to Dublin.
Accommodation for 6 nights in 3 and 4-star hotels. All rooms have private bath/showers and other amenities.
Students will be housed in twin or triple bedded rooms. Adults will be housed in twin or double rooms.
Breakfast each morning. Five dinners at traditional restaurants or hotels. You will cover your lunch each day to
allow you choice in what you want to eat. There will also be two nights where you will cover the cost of your
dinner. You will also need money for snacks and drinks as needed and any food purchased at the airports.
All ground transportation on deluxe motorcoaches with local drivers.
Instrument transport and oversized baggage fees related to bringing our instruments.
All sightseeing as mentioned in the itinerary.

•
•
•

A full-time Exploring Europe tour leader to usher you through your travels in Ireland.
All tips and gratuities are included.
Comprehensive Travel and Tour Cancellation Insurance is included at a cost of about $160 per person.

STUDENT TOUR- about $3049 per person including airfare and insurance. Student payments will be handled by the SCHS
Band Boosters. Here are the deadlines for payments. You can pay in advance at any time once you have signed up.
January 15, 2022 - By this date, individual student/chaperones/participants must complete an online application
and make a $175 payment to Exploring Europe. These funds will be used to purchase comprehensive tour
cancellation insurance. This insurance premium is nonrefundable once submitted to Exploring Europe.
March 4, 2022 – Your first payment of $540 is due. SCHS BAND will submit it to Exploring Europe by March 17th.
June 3, 2022- Your second payment of $540 is due. SCHS BAND will submit it to Exploring Europe by July 1st.
September 23, 2022- Your third payment of $540 is due. SCHS BAND will submit it to by October 1st.
November 18, 2022- Your remaining balance is due (currently estimated to be $1254). SCHS BAND will submit
final payments to Exploring Europe by December 1st.
SHADOW TOUR– about $3449 per person including airfare and insurance. Participants on this tour will handle sign-up and
payments directly with Exploring Europe. SCHS Band will not collect any funds or forms for participants on the shadow
tour, it is all done by Exploring Europe.

What will I need to bring?
Identification and Money
•

•
•

Passport – Make sure it is up to date and does not expire before OCTOBER 2023. (Passports must be valid for 6
months after your return home for you to travel.)
Photo ID – driver’s license or school ID if you do not have a driver’s license
ATM DEBIT CARD with VISA or MASTERCARD LOGO (NO AMERICAN EXPRESS or traveler’s checks). Check with your
bank in advance for exchange rates. The amount of money your student needs on the tour will depend upon how
much they typically spend on snacks and souvenirs. Students will need a minimum of $200 to cover lunch each
day, dinner two nights, snacks and drinks. Ireland uses the Euro, so you are encouraged to go to your bank in
advance to have some money exchanged into Euros. There will be a money exchange at the airport and various
ATMs available, but when travelling with 100+ other people we can make our own long lines at some of these
places. Even if your student has cash, they will still need a debit card/credit card for emergencies. Please purchase
a money belt or lanyard to keep money, cards, and passports safe and talk to your student about your
expectations related to money.

What to Pack
•
•

•
•
•
•

Everyone can check 1 suitcase. Everyone is allowed 1 carry-on and 1 personal Item on the airline
Bring a watch! Group travel is different from family travel. You are traveling with over 100 other people, so it is
very important for you to be mindful of the time to ensure everyone is on time. Remember, if you are on time you
are late!
Bring a phone with a quality camera or an actual camera. Wifi will be available in the lobby of most hotels, but
check with your phone carrier about international rates before you use your phone in Ireland.
You will need a travel plug adapter for Ireland. You may also need a voltage adapter, but if all you will plug in is a
phone and you have the original charging cable (not a cheap replacement), you will only need the adapter.
Our hotels will have hair dryers. If you bring a hair dryer, flat iron, or curling iron you will need to purchase one
that is dual voltage to plug it in in Ireland. Or you will need a voltage adapter.
Sweaters/ jacket/ layered clothing. Dress for weather between 38 degrees – 65 degrees. Weather can change in
an instant. Be prepared for wind! When we get to Dingle and Aran Islands – Sweaters and Scarves Galore to
Purchase! You might want to but a souvenir sweater or jacket.

