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COMMANDER'S COMMENTS

The legion is actively undergoing
significant improvements thanks to the
dedicated efforts of our bar manager, Dena
Foster coordinating contractors to include
plumbing and electrical work. The SONS
have taken over our outdoor maintenance
and lawncare, we are very appreciative for
their motivation to step up to take care of
our property. Our focus still is on
enhancing the parking lot for all members,
and we seem to be inching closer to that
goal.

We would like to extend our heartfelt
gratitude to everyone who participated in
the recent celebration of Sue Van Noy's
life, which saw an impressive turnout.
April has been a busy month, showcasing a
variety of successful events such as
amazing home-cooked meals provided by
Texana, engaging poker nights, lively line
dancing sessions, and a festive crawfish
boil.

As we look forward, please mark your
calendars for the nominations for the
executive board on May 18th at 2PM and
the election of new officers on June 14th
at 2PM.

As we enter May, a month dedicated to
remembrance, let us honor the sacrifices made
for our freedoms and reaffirm our
commitment to the community and the
American Legion Post 317.

Joe Spmgue, Commana’er— Army /q87-/qqq Deserf S?LOI"VVI

CHAPLAIN'S MESSAGE

Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Another Easter has come and gone and | hope
you had a Blessed Sunday. On Easter | shared
with Faith Summit the Story of the Death and
Resurrection of Jesus Christ who said in John
2:19, Destroy this Temple, and | will raise it
again in three days. Jesus was referring to his
own death and resurrection which showed the
world the power of God.

Today as many of us have lost family members
and friends, if they know the Lord, they know
we shall see their loved ones again.

Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15:26 that the last
enemy to be defeated will be death! Death was
never a part of the plan of God but has been
passed down because of the sin factor.

If you have pain from someone you have lost,
let that pain cause you to draw closer to God.

| know from experience, He will help you.

AVH%OVI_L/ Van Noy, Chaln/in- Arm_(j [914-19T1 F Sill Oklahoma

T am not bound to win, but | am bound to be true. | am not bound +o succeed, but | am bound fo live by the /igH that |

have. | must stand with anyboa’y that stands righf and stand with him while he is rigH, and loaHL with him when he

goes wrong. "= Abraham Lincoln




EXEUTIVE BOARD OFFICER HIGHLIGHT-
Member at Large— Mike Hamilton

Mike was drafted to the Army in
1969 serving in Baumholder, ]
Germany to 1971. When he returned | y
to the states he trained withthe
National Guard at Fort Hood. (how
Fort Cavazos). He has been a
member of the American Legion
since 2017 and says his favorite
thing about Post 317 is the good
friends and being able to serve the
community. Mike has 2 children and
4 grandkids and is a Central Texas ol g MDJM Poal 37!

Native. \JM?W'WD”M

A "member at large" on a board for the American Legion,
represents a general membership perspective and
provides feedback to the board.

Post 317 Vietnam Veterans Day
On March 29" Don Christy and [} TNERISTRS
EXECUTIVE BOARD the American Legion family g 4 3

Next Meeﬁng Mﬂy 18+h at 2PM hosted Vietnam Era Veterans
Commander- Joe Sprague with an afternoon of good

First Vice- Don Christy people, food and music. The turn
Second Vice- Jim Wilson out was amazing and we want to

Adjutant- Larry Raper thank everyone who helped
Judge Advocate- Bill Hassiepen make this a day of honor and
Finance Officer- Ken McLain gratitude.
Chaplain- Anthony Van Noy b
Service Officer (s)-

Larry Raper & Jim Wilson

SGT at Arms- Bobby Lewis
Historian- William Boyd

Members at Large- Mike Hamilton




Shawna & Joe Spmﬂue Ken & Juann‘a MecLain

relpresemlm_q the American Leglon and the Auxl/lary
at Gizmo's graa/umtian in Rockwall, TX.

Cody & Nikki Rogers, Ken, Juanita, Shawna, Joe, Dani

Russell (our honored Veteran) & Gizmo himself after
graduaf'ian.

A Service For Those Who Served
Our Veterans have dedicated their lives o serving

our coun*ry. Qur mission is to Provic/e the highes*
@ua/i'f_(j Service Dogs, free of cost to Veterans

with mobile a/isaloi/i*ies, Pos*—*muma*ic stress

(PTS) and traumatic brain iry'ur/es (TB)).
hHlosf/ / Pa*rio*paws. org/

Loank gow
A %M?

PATRIOT PAWS’ VETERAN & SERVICE

DOG TEAM GRADUATION
In Alpri/ the Legion was invited [oy Cody Rogers, President of Semlper Fido

Services (our Sweepmta/ees Ipravider) fo attend the Spring 2025 Graduation

of bt Patriot PAWS service dogs. Remember every fime you P/“H the games

at our Inos?‘ you are o/ona*ing fo this amazing cause. Qur Commander walked

Gizmo (named /oy Post 3I') 4o his "Forever Veteran Dani Russell

| AM A SERVICE DOG

Reflections of a Patriot PAWS Service Dog.
By Teresa Bass

As far back as | can remember, there were lots of
people in my life. Some of them were at the Training
Center, | lived with some of them in their homes, and
| even lived with some of them who are in prison. All
of them loved me and took care of me and taught me
everything that | was supposed to learn, but | never
knew why I had to learn all those things...until now,
that is...because now, | have you.

You see, | am a Service Dog, and you are my person.
All of those other people before you were mine only
for a little while, but you, you are my forever person.
You are why | have spent my whole life learning to do
all those things, far more than any regular dog ever
learns, but | was not meant to be a regular dog. | was
meant to be a Service Dog.

And now, | am your Service Dog. | promise to help
you in every way that | can and never leave your
side. As long as there is breath in my body, | will
serve you. | promise to take care of you and love you,
and all that | ask is that you take care of me and love
me in return.

| know that your life has been difficult, but now you
have me, and | will do everything that | can do to
make your life better. Some things may still be
difficult, but we will face them together, and
whatever happens, we’ll see it through, you and I.
You are my purpose in life, and you are my destiny,
and | couldn’t be happier.

| am your Service Dog, and you are my person, and |
can’t wait to start our new life together.



ounded Iin , d0ns o e American Legion exists To honor The
SONS OF THE  Founded in 1932 Sons of The A Legion exists to honor th
— service and sacrifice of Legionnaires. SAL. members include males of all
==AMERICAN ’ | )
ages whose Iparem‘s or grandparen*s served in the US. m1//+ary and
I E G I O N were e/igib/e for American Legion membershi/p.

) C—

Next Mee*ing TBD f'/
Squad Commander- Jeff Melend )’PL N EW M E M B E RS
Vice Commander- Loren Dixon &ebruary: Cody Bishop, Dyrus Bell, John Allen
Adjutant- Ken McLain Blake Frescacher and Devon Heller
Finance Officer- Jeff Kneisler March: James Jeffords, Jeremy Whitman
Chaplain- Kyle Sneary April: Chad Melendez, Danny Colburn and
SGT at Arms- Cary Doss Michael Falcon

. / The SONS Chaplain, Kyle Sneary and his wife
aﬂﬂ » Ashley, welcomed a new healthy baby girl to their

family on April 9", Madeline Rose.
=AMERICAN
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AUXILIARY
Next Mee?‘in‘q May 87% at 1 PM

President- Shawn Smith
Vice President- Mary Christy
Secretary- Shawna Sprague
Treasurer-Juanita McLain
Historian-

Jan Boepple-Wilson

- ) . Elvira Salizar, Diane Reid, Dena Foster, Lea Ann Mohs, Jamie
Chaplain- Elvira Salizar Mattison, Mary Christy, Belinda Robertson, Jan Wilson, Shawna
SGT at Arms- Kiffani Smith Sprague, Mary Elizabeth Oliver, Juanita McClain & Kiffani Smith

A4

Ele oo \Fime!

Thursday May 8™ at 7PM

The Auxiliary Deadline for all Submissions to the June 2025 Newsletter is the 4th Tuesday
of the month (5/27). Auxiliary will meet every 4th Thursday of the month to prep for
mailing at 6PM (5/29). You can contact Shawna at 909.367.9493 if you want to participate
or have any questions! 4



Thin gs You May Not Know 1 Memorial Day and its traditions may have ancient roots.
While the first commemorative Memorial Day events werent held in the United States until

About Memorial Day Hhe late 19th century, the practice of honoring those who have falln in battle dates back
thousands of years. The ancient Greeks and Romans held annual dcys of remembrance for
loved ones (inc/udin_q soldiers) each Year, fes*ooning their graves with flowers and hoHin_g Ipub/ic
festivals and feasts in their honor In A?Lhens, Fub//'c funerals for fallen soldiers were held after
each battle, with the remains of the dead on disp/ay for Ipub/ic mourning before a funeral
procession took them to their infernment in the Kerameikos, one of the ci'fy's most Ipresﬁ_qious
cemeteries. One of the first known Ipub/ic tributes to war dead was in +3] BC, when the
Athenian 3enem/ and statesman Pericles delivered a funeral oration pmising the sacrifice and

valor of those killed in the Pe/oponnesian War—a s‘peech that some have comluared in fone

o Abraham Lincolns GeHysburg Address.

2. One of the earliest commemorations was organized by recently freed African Americans.
As the Civil War neared its end, thousands of Union soldiers, held as Prisoners of war, were herded info a series of hasﬁ/ﬂ assembled camps in Charleston,

South Carolina. Conditions at one camp, a former racetrack near the cifyls Chtade/, were so bad that more than 250 Iprisoners died from disease or exposure,
and were buried in a mass grave behind the tracks gmna[svlana/. Three weeks affer the Confederate surrender. an unusual procession enfered the former

camp: On May I, 1865, more than 1000 Iueop/e recemt/y freed from enslavement accompaniea/ by regimemls of the US. Colored Troo’ps (inc/uding the
Massachusetts Sith Infantry) and a handful of white Charlestonians, gathered in the camp o consecrate a new, proper burial site for the Union dead. The
Y 9 P ProP
roup sang hymns, gave readings and distributed fowers around the cemetery, which they dedicated fo the "Martyrs of the Race Course.”
group sang hymns, g ) Y Y Y

3. The holiday’s 'founder' had a long and distinguished career.
In May 1868, General John A. Logan, the commander-in-chief of the Union veferans group known as the Grand Army of the Relpub/ic, issued a decree that

May 30 should become a nationwide da_(j of commemoration for the more than 620000 soldiers killed in the recemtly ended Civil War. On Decoration Da_(j, as
Logam dubbed if Americans should Iay flowers and decorate the graves of the war dead "whose bodies now lie in almost every chty, Vi//age and hamlet
churchyara/ in the land" According fo /egend, Logan chose May 30 because it was a rare a/ay that didnt fall on the anniversary of a Civil War battle, *hough
some historians believe the date was selected to ensure that flowers across the coumlry would be in full bloom. After the war Lo_qan, who had served as a US.
congressman before resigning fo rgoin the army, returned to his ’nolhtica/ career, even*ua//y servin_q in both the House and Senate and was the unsuccessful
Eepublican candidate for vice Fresideml in 188k When he died two years /mter, Logan's boo/y laid in state in the rotunda of the United States Ca/ohtol, ma/eing

him one of J'us* 33 Ipeop/e to have received the horor. Too/ay, Washing?lon, DC's Logan Circle and several *ownsh/;ps across the coun*ry are named in honor of
this chamlpion of veterans and those killed in battle.

4. Logan probably adapted the idea from earlier events in the South.
Even before 7Lhe war eno/ea/, womerfs gFOMlDS across VVIMCh 07( H}e SOM?% were 9a*hering informa//y ‘/‘0 decormle 7%6 gmves 07( Confea/emfe a/ead. Iﬂ AP"I/ I886, 7%2

Ladies Memorial Association of Columbus, Georgia resolved fo commemorate the fallen once John A. Logan (born

February 9, 1826,
Jackson county, Illinois,
U.S.—died December 26,
1886, Washington, D.C.)
was a U.S. politician,
Union general during
the American Civil War
(1861-65), and author
who played a pivotal
role in the creation of
Memorial Day.

a year—a decision that seems 1o have influenced John Logan fo follow suit accorc/ing fo
his own wife. However, southern commemorations were rare/y held on one standard day,
with observations di{fering by state and slpreaa/ out across much of the spring and ear/‘tf

summer. s a tradifion that continues *oday-‘ Nine southern states officia//y recognize a

Confederate Memorial Day, with events held on Confederate President Jefferson Davis
birfha/ay, the day on which General Thomas "Stonewall’ Jackson was killed, or +o

commemom*e o*her symbo/ic evemts.
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http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/memorial-day-history
https://www.history.com/topics/ancient-history/pericles
https://www.history.com/topics/ancient-history/peloponnesian-war
https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/gettysburg-address
https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history

5. It didn’t become a federal holiday until 1971.
Americans embraced the notion of Decoration Da_(; immec/ia*e/y, That first Year, more than 21 states held some sort of ceremony, with more than 5000 peolp/e in

attendance at a ceremony #Ar/inﬁon National Ceme*ery. By 1890, every former state of the Union had aa/olmted it as an official ho//'alay But for more than 50
years, the ho/io/ay was used o commemorate those killed JMS?L in the Civl War. not in any other American conflict It wasnt until Americas en*r_tj into World War | that

the tradifion was expanded to include those killed in all wars, and Memorial Dag was not o{ﬁcia//y recognized nationwide until the 1910s, with America deefz/y embroiled
in the Vietnam War

6. It was a long road from Decoration Day to an official Memorial Day.
Al%ough the ferm Memorial Day was used beginnimg in the 1880s, the ho/ic/a_(j was ofﬁcia//_tj known as Decoration Day for more than a cen*ur_tj, when it was changec/

by federal law. Four years later, the Uniform Monc/ay Ho/io/oy Act of 1968 ﬁna//y went into effect moving Memorial Day from its tradifional observance on May 30
( regard/ess of the a/ay of the week), fo a set day—ﬂ]e last Monday n Ma_tj. The move has not been without con*roversy *hough Veterans groups, concerned that
more Americans associate the ho/ia’ay with first /ong weekend of the summer and not its infended purpose fo honor the nations war dead, continue o /obby for a
return fo the May 30 observances. For more than 20 years, their cause was championec/ b_(j Hawaiian Senator—and decorated World War Il veteran—"Daniel
/nouye, who until his 2017 death reintroduced /egis/aﬁan in sulplporf of the change at the start of every Congressiona/ ferm :

7. Wearing a red poppy on Memorial Day began

with a World War | poem. I” FLA”DEQS
In the slnrin_g of 1915, br/_gﬁnl red flowers began ’po/eing ﬂ;rou_gh the baH/e—mvaged

land across northern France and Flanders (norfhern Be/gium)‘ Canadian Lieutenant P‘ ELDS.

Colonel John McCrae, who served as a brlgade surgeon for an Allied ar‘fi//ery unit by John McCrae

slpo#ed a cluster of the Ipolpipies shor‘f/y aftfer servin_q as a brigade surgeon during
the b/oody Second Battle of ylpres The S/gH of the br/gh?t red flowers a_gains* the
dreary borc/ea/rop of war inslnired McCrae o pen the poem, In Flanders Field" in

which he gives voice o the soldiers who had been killed in battle and /a_(j buried
beneath the Iuoplpy-covered grounds, Later that year, a Georgia feacher and

INn FLANDERS FIELD THE POPPIES BLOW
BETWEEN THE CROSSES ROW ON ROW,
THAT MARK OUR PLACE; AND (N THE SKY
THE LARKS, STILL BRAVELY SINGING, FLY
SCARCE HEARD AMID THE GUNS BELOW.

volunteer war worker named Moina Michael read the poem in Ladies Home

JOMV‘ nor/ 0!}’)0/ wr 07t2 her own IDOQWI, "WQ Slm// Keep 7%2 F ah%" 7L0 begin a CMW)IDOII?H 7L0

make the poppy a symbo/ of tribute to all who died in war. The poppy remains a WE ARE THE DEAD. SHORT DAYS AGO

symbol of remembrance fo this day. WE LIVED, FELT DAWN, SAW SVNSET GLOW,
LOVED AND WERE LOVED AND NOW WE LIE

8. Memorial Day traditions have evolved over the IN FLANDERS FIELDS.

years.

Desphte 'ﬂ]e ncre easing ce/ebr 0"/'/0}‘] 07[ {'he holldﬂy as a summer ri /7Le 07[ Fassage, TAKE UP oug GUAQQEL w‘m T“E FGE:

TO YOU, FROM FAILING HANDS WE THROW
THE TORCH; BE YOURS TS HOLD IT HIGH,
I YE BREAK FAITH WITH US WHO DIE
The federal government has o used the holday to honor rnon-veferans—the WE SHALL NCT SLEEF, THOVGH POPPIES

Lincoh Memorial was dedicated on Memorial Davy 1922. GROW,
In FLANDERS FIELDS.

there are some formal rituals still on the books: The American ﬂag should be hung
at hal=staff until noon on Memorial Da_(j, then raised to the 7Lolp of the statt And
since 2000, when the US. Cangress Imssed /egis/aﬁon, all Americans are

encoumgea/ fo pavse for a National Moment of Remembrance at 3 pm local fime.


https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/world-war-i-history
https://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war/vietnam-war-history
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/world-war-ii-history
https://www.history.com/news/history-lists/8-battlefield-poets-of-world-war-i
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/second-battle-of-ypres-begins
https://www.history.com/news/american-flag-origins
https://www.history.com/news/lincoln-memorial-facts

T HE AMERICAN LEGION POST 317

MARY. DON CHRISTY, RENEE

TUCKER. & JEFF LAZENBY-VISITING CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR POKER CHAMPIONS! ; =
FROM NORTH CAROLINA & WEST | ROBBIE “THE GREAT” RAGSDALE & MICHELLE "NO ELES e
VIRGINA (DON'S SISTER & NEPHEW) BILUEEIN' ~ TIPELT -

fl i L) o

BRANDON NEWSOM 2 JOE ELVIRA SALIZAR. BELINDA ROBERTSON. TIFFANY ZAPATA
SPRAGUE- CRAB BOLL MARY ELIZEBETH OLIVER & LEA ANN MOHS
" POPPY PAINT PARTY

.
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| - ] 4
JUANITTA MCLAIN- CRAB BOIL BOBBY LEWIS & ANTHONY VAN NOY- EASTER SUNDAY M“‘R}'Vfg;’fm %’?ggﬂfgfﬁﬂ“ﬁ



SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

The American Le_c;iﬂn is open MonJaH—Fr{JaH 12 PM- 12 AM
Sa*umfay 10 AM- 1 AM & Suna'a‘g 10 AM- 12 AM
American J’_e_?ion WI-FI: American Post 31T Password: JiarrefB”

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

MAY WE NEVER FORGET,

4

Texas Holdem
6:30 PM

11

Texas Holdem
6:30 PM

Nomination 18
of Executive
Board Officers
General 2PM

SONS
Meeting 4PM

25

Texas Holdem
6:30 PM

5

Cinco De Mayo
Party at 7PM
Line Dancing 7 PM

12
Line Dancing 7 PM

19
Line Dancing 7 PM

26

Memorial Day

THAT FREEDOM ISN'T FREE!

6

Texas Holdem
7PM

Texas Holdem
TPM

Texas Holdem
7PM

27

Texas Holdem
7PM

Karaoke

8:30 PM
Spaghetti,
Green Beans
& Toast
Karaoke 14
8:30 PM

Fried Chicken,
Mash Potatoes
& Carrots

21
Karaoke
8:30 PM
Meat Loaf,
Mash Potatoes
& Corn Rolls

28
Karaoke

8:30 PM

Pork Chops,
Home Fries &
Beans

ALA Meeting 8
7PM

Election Night

MAY 2025

FRIDAY SATURDAY

Kentucky
Derby Party
2PM

Girls Night Out
$2 drinks 7PM

Free Jukebox
7PM

10

Mother’'s Day

Girls Night Out
$2 drinks 7PM

Free Jukebox
M

16
Free Jukebox
7PM

23

Free Jukebox
7PM

Girls Night Out
$2 drinks 7PM

DATES TO OBSERVE IN MAY

MAY 1, 2025 - SILVER STAR BANNER DAY
MAY 9, 2025 - MILITARY SPOUSE APPRECIATION DAY
MAY 13, 2025 - CHILDREN OF FALLEN PATRIOTS DAY
MAY 17, 2025 - ARMED FORCES DAY OBSERVED ON THe
THIRD SATURDAY EVERY MAY.



