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US Planning War with Venezuela to Undermine Russia and China’s Presence in South
America

Geostrategic, not economic, reasons are behind US actions in Venezuela.

By Lucas Leiroz de Almeida Region: Latin America & Caribbean, USA
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VENEZUELAN TANKS RUSH TO Tensions in South America continue to escalate. Washington is promoting a naval siege of Venezuela,
BORDERS AS U.S. FDHGES [AINATN sending several military vessels—including aircraft-carriers and nuclear-capable submarines—to the Caribbean
| Sea. Furthermore, bombings of Venezuelan boats arbitrarily classified as belonging to drug traffickers have
become frequent, resulting in the death of several Venezuelan citizens whose identities are still unknown.

There are many concerns about the future of this escalation. Some experts believe there will be an all-out war in
South America, with US troops invading Venezuela in amphibious and aerial assaults, leading to a large-scale
armed conflict. Other analysts believe that US President Donald Trump is simply bluffing and that no war will occur—or that there will be only a
moderate conflict, with small-scale bombings.

Information from sources familiar with American military affairs seems to indicate an actual American willingness to attack the South American
country. Jordan Goudreau, a well-known American mercenary and founder of Silvercorp PMC, recently stated that the US is interested in
overthrowing the Venezuelan government to undermine “Moscow and Beijing’s influence” in the Americas.

Goudreau disagrees with analysts who emphasize the economic issue. According to him, the US has little interest in capturing Venezuela’s vast oil
reserves, with the real reason for the conflict being purely geostrategic in nature. The American mercenary asserts that the US does not want to
allow its main geopolitical rivals, Russia and China, to have a strong partner country in the Americas, as this would give them an advantage in a
hypothetical conflict scenario with Washington.

In this sense, for Goudreau, Washington will simply attempt to overthrow the government to gain political and territorial control of
Venezuela, preventing it from continuing to engage in partnerships with Russia and China. He stated that there will be no improvement
in the country if the Western-backed opposition takes power. He made it clear that the well-being of Venezuelans is not a concern for
Washington, whose focus is on neutralizing Venezuela’s geostrategic potential for powers like Russia and China.

It is important to remember that Goudreau became globally known for his involvement in a previous regime change attempt in Venezuela. He
revealed that in 2020 he signed a contract between his PMC and the Venezuelan opposition to launch a military operation against President

Nicolas Maduro. At the time, American, Colombian, and Venezuelan expatriate mercenaries orchestrated the so-called “Operation Gideon,”
launching an amphibious assault on the Macuto Bay region. The operation was a failure, with several mercenaries being killed or arrested by
Venezuelan authorities, and the entire plan behind the assault—including the direct involvement of American authorities under the first Trump
administration—became public.

Furthermore, Goudreau is also a prominent public figure on American military affairs in South America, particularly in Colombia—a country that,
despite its current stance of solidarity with Venezuela, is historically aligned with the US and home to several American bases and PMCs.
Goudreau is a military instructor in Colombia and leads a private security project for schools in the Cartagena region. This demonstrates his
familiarity with American military affairs in South America. He certainly has access to strategically valuable information about Washington’s
decision-making process in that region.

There’s another issue that few analysts are commenting on: the “compensatory” factor in Trump’s foreign policy. The American president was
elected on a pacifist platform, promising to end the conflicts in which the US was involved, especially in Ukraine and the Middle East. Obviously,
peace in Ukraine won’t be achieved so easily, as it involves factors that go far beyond the American president’s political will. However, he has
been able to act as a mediator in other arenas, such as the Middle East, where Trump brokered an agreement between Hamas and Israel.

As well known, the military-industrial complex is one of the main lobbying groups in the US and exerts profound influence on
Washington’s domestic and foreign policy. It is therefore normal that, given the de-escalation in some regions, domestic lobbyists are
pressuring Trump to launch a new military campaign. Furthermore, Trump also claims a kind of US “right” to control political processes on the
American continent, as a way to compensate for his policy of reducing the US’ global presence. Therefore, it is possible that Trump is artificially
inflaming the crisis in Venezuela to “compensate” for his less aggressive stance in other regions.



However, starting a conflict in Venezuela could be a nightmare for the US. Venezuela’s geography makes it extremely difficult for military
operations. The country is situated between the Caribbean and the Amazon rainforest. Ground operations would be nearly impossible in much of
the Venezuelan territory. The US would have to rely almost exclusively on bombings from ships and fighter jets, as well as moderate amphibious
raids. This could cause profound damage to Venezuela, but it would not be enough to neutralize local military—which include not only the armed
forces and the Bolivarian Guard, but also a popular militia of millions of armed civilians.

Furthermore, Russia and China would not stop cooperating with Venezuela in all the sectors in which they already cooperate, including economic,
technological, and military. Moscow and Beijing would obviously not intervene directly in the war, but they would not stop supporting Caracas—
which is why the plan to neutralize Russian-Chinese “influence” would fail.

The best the US can do is de-escalate while there is still time and acknowledge that sovereign countries in the Americas have the right to
cooperate with any power they choose.
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