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The U.S. State Department’s “Road to Armageddon”? Felicity Arbuthnot
"Would the US Administration Really Endanger the Entire Planet?”

This incisive article by Felicity Arbuthnot was written on October 27, 2007. Edit in the title.

Foreign policy lies prevail. The same neocons “are at it again.” “We must bomb Iran.” Preemptive nukes. 

Reminder to the crusading Armageddonists ….. 

“Thou shalt not kill.” Exodus 20:1

***
They are at it again. Remember when Milosevic was labelled “the butcher of Belgrade”, the new Hitler?

Then Saddam Hussein was “the butcher of Bagdad” and, of course the most dangerous man since Hitler – with weapons of mass destruction
which could be unleashed on the world “in forty five minutes”.

Colin Powell lied to the U.N., about the danger Iraq posed to the planet;

George Bush lied to anyone who would listen;

Tony Blair lied to Parliament and aides concocted dossiers so
dodgy they were laughable, yet in spite of the millions who marched,
protested and knew the lies for what they were, there were millions who
bought fiction as fact.

And here we go again. Iran’s President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad (wait
for “the tyrant of Tehran”) threatens the planet, is supplying weapons to Iraq’s resistance, is destabilising the
region and the paradise that is occupied Iraq.

Whilst there are indeed plenty of Iranians or Iranian sympathisers in Iraq, they came in with the occupiers.
Many in high places in Iraq’s corrupt, militia driven, American puppet government, speak Farsi, not

Arabic.

The increasingly hysterical claims regarding Iran, the latest threat to life as we know it, is being brought to you by the very same warmongers who
wrought the duplicity that resulted in Iraq’s murderous decimation, the hawks’ nest which is the American Enterprise Institute (AEI) and their
friends.

A glance at the AEI website lists those including:

Paul Wolfowitz (“entrepreneurship and development”),

Michael Rubin (“Arab democracy”),

Richard Perle (“defence …intelligence”),

Joshua Muravchik (“global democracy”),

John Bolton (“foreign policy”),

Lynne Cheney, whose husband, as ever, is believed a driving force behind the attack plan (“culture and
education”),

Michael Ledeen (latest book: “The Iranian Time Bomb: The Mullah Zealots Quest for Destruction”),

Daniell Pletka (“Vice President for foreign and defence policy studies”) who, writing in the “Wall Street Journal”
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(28th September 2007) referred to Iran’s “illegal nuclear weapons … Washington’s impotence” and “clear information of a link to a weapons of
mass destruction programme”. This in spite of the International Atomic Energy Authority finding no indication of such programmes.

It all sounds chillingly familiar

Interestingly, an item on the Institute’s list of “Research Projects” is “Global Investment in Iran”. Surely a matter for Iran – or does the AEI already
regard Iran’s oil fields and assets as their fiscal frolic zone?

Orchestration is continuing apace:

“Even as we are succeeding in Iraq” (really?)

“Iran is working against us … we will not achieve peace in the region if we ignore this threat”, writes Ledeen. Further, there are clear plans to
liberate Iran’s women, Afghan style: “Since 1979, Iran has changed from a society where women could attend university and have careers, to
one where they are second class citizens … sold as slaves …”. writes Diana Furchgott-Roth in the New York Sun (14th September 2007.)

There must be two Irans:

“Literacy is well over ninety percent, even in the rural areas and in 2005, more than sixty five percent of students entering university were women.

The voices that come through most strongly on the Iranian blogosphere are those of this educated, young generation.” Over sixty five percent of
this country of seventy million are under thirty years old.

“I feel cold when I think about a possible war against my homeland”, wrote one blogger: “My picture of war hasn’t come from Hollywood
movies, I have seen the pain, the kids tears, bloody streets …”  In a picture showing a meeting of the Tehran Photographers Association, the
venue is packed with vibrantly dressed women – and one man. (See : Inside Iran, New Internationalist, March 2007: www.newint.org )

Iran is not perfect, but where is?

Britain’s Prime Minister Brown “refuses to rule out” joining the US military intervention – to decimate for “democracy” and plunder resources.

According to the Sunday Telegraph (1st October 2007), a dossier is being drawn up on Iran’s violations of International Law, as with Iraq.
“Violations of International Law”? Two countries, Britain and America  have not alone violated, but torn up International Law. Yet again, who guards
the guards?

Can a nation, which even invaded Grenada (which has no armed forces, main exports: bananas, nutmeg, mace; a war for nutmegs?) in 1983,
totalling a psychiatric hospital (24th anniversary, 25th October) population 94.103 (1994) v. United States, population 260.713.000 (1994) because
it was a “threat”, be trusted?

But the war drums are beating [THEN AN NOW]: “WE MUST bomb Iran”, is the header for Josua Muravchik’s Los Angeles Times article (19th
June 2007.)

He begins with quotes straight from the Pentagon’s Iraq propaganda handbook: “…since the country’s secret nuclear programme was brought to
light … the path of diplomacy and sanctions has led nowhere.” Tehran has “spurned” a “string of concessions”; the UN Security Council was
derelict in its duty toward the Iranian threat.

The completion of Iran’s nuclear arsenal grows closer daily, this “premier state sponsor of terrorism” could “slip nuclear material to terrorists”. The
bomb Iran doesn’t have, would, of course “constitute a dire threat to Israel’s six million population”. No mention of Israel being the fifth largest
nuclear power on earth, without a blink towards the non-proliferation treaty, or indeed even an admission of having such weapons.

However Iran’s non-weapons: “would spend finis to the entire non-proliferation system”. The “…global struggle” with Iran is “akin” to the forty year
one with the Soviet Union and – wait for it – “a clash of civilisations”.

“The only way to forestall these frightening developments is by the use of force … by an air campaign against Tehran’s nuclear facilities. We
have considerable information about these facilities; by some estimates they comprise about 1,500 targets…. What should be the timing of
such an attack? If we did it next year, that would give time for U.N. diplomacy to further reveal its bankruptcy …’” is Murachik’s conclusion.
“Deja vu, all over again.”

Not mentioned, anywhere, in the demented rhetoric regarding an attack on Iran,

Is the “A” word: Armageddon.

“Likely targets for saturation bombing” (that look likely to involve tactical nuclear weapons) “are the Bushehr nuclear power plant” (where
Russian and other foreign national technicians are present) “a uranium mining site at Saghand” (near a major city, Yazd) “the uranium
enrichment facility at Natanz, a heavy water plant and radioisotope facility at Arak, the Arkedan Nuclear Fuel Unit, the Uranium Enrichment
Facility and Nuclear Technology Centre in Isfahan, the Tehran Nuclear Research Cnetree, the Tehran Molybdenum, Iodine and Xenon
Radioisotope Production Facility …. a reportedly dismantled uranium enrichment plant at Lashkar Abad and the Radioactive Waste Storage
Units in Karaj and Anarak”.(Wayne Madsen: http://www.entimesreport.com/Attack_on_Iran.html )

These were facilities, many begun after the US/UK overthrow of Iran’s democratically elected, democratic Prime Minister, Mohammad Mossadegh
in 1953, after he had nationalised the country’s oil. The coup was engineered by the CIA’s Kermit Roosevelt, grandson of Theodore. General
Norman Schwartzkopf’s father then travelled to Iran, to help train Savak, the murderous, ruthless, secret police of America’s friend, the
Shah.



Shah.

However, modern history aside, forget global warming.

Consider the enormity of the seemingly proposed attack, apart from the unimaginable horror of those fried and irradiated in the immediate vicinity
and surrounding countries (including “allied”, troops throughout the region.).

This is a succinct description of what the explosion of just one nuclear power plant generated, Chernobyl, in 1986:

“Irradiated human cells splinter into fragments called micronuclei … a definitive pre-cursor of cancer. During the nuclear reactor disaster at
Chernobyl, the …radiation released was the equivalent of four hundred atomic bombs … Exposed Russians quickly developed blood cell
micronuclei …” (The Radiation Poisoning of America, Amy Worthington, 9th October 2007: http://www.globalresearch.ca )

The plight of the children and the Chernobyl region’s cancers twenty one years on, have become an ongoing, tragic, global health study, as
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the residents of the Pacific islands, after the British and French nuclear tests. Chernobyl’s radiation traversed the globe
within days.

In the highlands of the U.K., Wales and Cumbria, livestock straying in affected areas are still inedible and unsaleable. Chernobyl was doused from
the air with fire retardant, by crews, which, in spite of protection by heavily leaded cockpit floors, reportedly, not one has survived the ravaging
resultant cancers. If Chernobyl was four hundred atomic bombs, see the above list and do the maths. Don’t forget to add the “coalition’s”
democratic nuclear weapons dropped on them.

Norman Podhoretz, one of the founding fathers of neo-conservatism in the United States, is gung-ho, another one reportedly urging Bush to bomb
Iran. He told Bush: “You have the awesome responsibility to prevent another holocaust. You are the only one with the guts to do it.”(Sunday Times,
1st October 2007.) A holocaust by any other name …

Mohammad Mossadegh and Saddam Hussein made fatal mistakes. They nationalised their countries’ oil. Saddam Hussein finally tied the noose
around his neck, when he switched Iraq’s oil revenues out of US Dollars and into Euros in 2000.

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has also vowed to switch from US Dollars and move to a currency “further east”.

As Iraq, is this really about a nuclear threat?

Will the millions who believed the last great lie, be fooled again? If they are not, will it make any difference, in the illegal space the US and UK
Administrations inhabit?

On the ground in the Middle East (or in this case on the water) it seems not.

Here is a communication from a Landing Signals Officer* (an LSO directs carrier aircraft whilst landing) on a carrier attack group that is planning
and staging a strike group deployment in the Strait of Hormuz, one of the world’s most strategically vital oil routes, which is controlled by Iran.

The LSO is convinced Iran will be attacked, commenting that

“… all Air Operation Planning and Asset Tasking are finished (meaning) all targets have been chosen, prioritized and tasked to specific
aircraft, bases, carriers, missile cruisers …” Further, the LSO comments, there is deep disquiet amongst senior officers about “staging a
massive attack on Iran”.

However, “I have seen more than one senior Commander disappear …”; it’s weird, because everyone who has “disappeared” has questioned this
mission.

How limited would the attack be?

“I don’t think it’s limited at all. We are shipping in and assigning every Tomahawk, we have an inventory. I think this is going to be massive and
sudden (with) thousands of targets. I believe no American will know when it happens, until after it happens.”The LSO ponders that discussing a

secret attack is “treason” but is so concerned “something tells me to tell it anyway.”

“Yes, we are going to hit Iran big time. Whatever political discussion that is going on is window dressing … a red herring. I see what’s
going on here below deck, in the hangers and weapons bay – and I have a sick feeling about how it is going to turn out.’”

Would the US Administration really endanger the Entire planet?

Here is a story told to me by Dr. Bernard Lown, one of co-founders of International
Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War (IPPNW) during the Reagan era.
http://www.ippnw.org Lown worked closely with another eminent fellow cardiac surgeon, the
(then) USSR’s Yevgeny Chazov. Since physicians know no borders, they had formed a
friendship, then a movement, which bridged the cold war, the Reagan “Evil Empire” (re. the
Soviet Union) nonsense and within two years, had doctors and surgeons from eighty two
countries spreading the word, that even cardiac arrest paled against nuclear war.

In 1995, IPPNW collectively won the Nobel Peace Prize.

Since Lown travelled, lecturing, to the USSR frequently and had built trust over many years
at all levels, the US State Department asked if he would engage in some unofficial



diplomacy.

Relations between the two countries were far worse than most realised. After one such visit to Moscow, I met Bernard Lown in Paris. We
sat in dappled Spring sun, at a pavement breakfast café – fresh squeezed orange, coffee, croissants:

“I came back two days ago and went to talk (at the State Department) of the concerns in Moscow. Afterwards, a senior official – a household
name (he declined to divulge) walked me to the exit. As we neared the exit, he put his arm round my shoulders:

‘Don’t worry, Professor Lown, if there is a nuclear war, we will be the first ones to rise up and meet Jesus in the sky.’” Lown, used to
the vagaries of the unwell, responded: “Tell me, does anyone else in this building feel as you do?”

 Oh yes, many of us do.”   (emphasis added)

The swathe of “household names”, from the Reagan era, are now in the Bush Administration and the American Enterprise Institute. [And in
the Trump Adminstration which has renamed its Defense Department]

The Armageddonists are back

The world should be very afraid – or should the physicians in white coats move in?

Should the above statement by Bernard Lown be taken seriously.

*
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Felicity Arbuthnot  journalist and activist who has visited the Arab and Muslim world on numerous occasions. She has written and broadcast on
Iraq, her coverage of which was nominated for several awards. She was also senior researcher for the late John Pilger’s award-winning
documentary.

She is a Research Associate of the Centre for Research on Globalization, Associate Editor of Global Research. 

Pilger’s Movie “Paying the Price: Killing the Children of Iraq”. and author, with Nikki van der Gaag, of “Baghdad” in the “Great Cities” series, for
World Almanac Books (2006.) 

In December 2024, Felicity was granted the International Prize of the Mexican Press Club, for her outstanding analysis and commitment to
Peace in the Middle East. 

The IPPNW 

The International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War, which Bernard Lown co-founded, together with hiis Soviet colleague Dr.
Yevgeny Chazov won the 1985 Nobel Peace Prize.

“The bell of Hiroshima rings in our hearts not as a funeral knell but as an alarm bell calling out to actions to protect life on our planet.” These
 words came early in the Acceptance Speech of Dr. Yevgeny Chazov, speaking on behalf of the International Physicians for the Prevention of
Nuclear War (IPPNW), on the occasion of the organization’s reception of the 1985 Nobel Peace Prize. Dr. Chazov’s words convey not only the
urgency of responding to a critical historical event but the inspiration for the ongoing advocacy of a world free from nuclear weaponry.

Yevgeny Chazov, noted cardiologist and member of the U.S.S.R. (now Russian) Cardiological Center was a co-founder of IPPNW, in 1980,
along with Dr. Bernard Lown, a famed cardiologist with the Harvard School of Public Health. From its formation, IPPNW has bridged political
and ideological divides, dramatically increasing its membership to 145,000 physicians by 1985.”

The Nobel Committee in 1985 was firmly committed to Peace, in contrast to its recent 2025 nomination which, according to several analysts
provides a pretext and a justification to the U.S. to wage war on Venezuela.

May the Legacy of Bernard Lown Live Forever. 

We call upon the IPPNW to address the $1.3 trillion dollar budget allocated to the development of nuclear war. Ironically this project which is now
slated to increase to 2 trillion dollars in 2030 was first proposed under the Obama Adminstration.

As we recall President Obama was granted the Nobel Peace Prize in 2009.

M.Ch. GR

 

***

Note
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