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The Coming Programmable Cage: Money as Control Eliminating Humanity’s Last Free
Exchange
Only a Brief Window Left Before Dystopian Systems of Identity, Money, and Surveillance Become Irreversible

What if the most consequential transformation in human history was designed to be invisible until it was too late to
stop?

Blockchain, programmable money, and digital identity are converging into something historians will either
call the greatest innovation of the century or its most sophisticated trap.

The infrastructure is already in place. The only question that remains is what unfolds once the system is fully
locked into place. That is why it is so important for readers to share this free essay, so their loved ones can prepare
for the inevitable future now taking shape.

Somewhere between the Bitcoin price charts and the Senate procedural votes and the endless argument about
which crypto is a security and which is a commodity, something genuinely historic is being assembled. Not debated. Not proposed. Assembled.
Quietly, deliberately, and almost entirely out of public view.

Most people, when they hear the word “crypto,” think speculation, meme coins and volatility. Tech bros getting rich or getting wrecked. That’s not
an accident. That’s the background noise, engineered to be loud enough that you never hear what’s behind it.

What’s underneath it is the architecture of a financial system that will know everything you buy, everything you earn and everywhere your money
goes. It will have the technical capacity to decide, in real time, whether your money is permitted to work at all. Not based on whether you’re
breaking the law. Based on whether you’re in compliance. With whatever compliance means when the system goes live. Those are very different
things, and the distance between them is the distance between a free society and something that makes 1984 look like a rough draft. Orwell’s
telescreens watched you. This watches your wallet. And unlike a telescreen, it doesn’t just observe. It decides.

The CLARITY Act, stalled in the Senate but still alive after a 49 to 50 vote in September, is the surface layer; the regulatory paperwork being filed
on a building that is already largely constructed.  By the time most people understand what’s been built, the construction will be finished.

This Pattern Is 5,000 Years Old
The people building it are not inventing anything new. They are running the oldest playbook in human history, just on faster hardware. In my book
The Hidden Hand: Wealth, Power, and Control from Pharaohs to Corporations,

I spent 22 years documenting a pattern that repeats across every civilization, every era, every technological shift.

The names change and the tools change but the underlying architecture does not.

Elites across five millennia have used four interlocking mechanisms to maintain control over populations vastly larger than themselves.

Coercion: make economic survival contingent on compliance.

Alignment: capture the institutions that shape what people believe is possible.

Amnesia: ensure each generation forgets that alternatives ever existed.

Conflict: keep the population fighting itself so it never unifies against the people who manufactured the crisis in the first place.

***

The Egyptian grain store controlled your food.

The medieval guild controlled our labor.

The industrial minimum wage controlled humanity’s survival.
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Each era found the chokepoint, the things people cannot live without, and made access to it conditional on compliance with whoever
controlled it.

Control it at the transaction level, with the technical capacity to permit or deny any individual exchange in real time,
and you have achieved what no pharaoh, emperor, or colonial power ever managed: total economic coercion
without a single soldier.

Not by threatening people, but by programming the money itself to refuse.

That is what is being built.

And the blueprint has been sitting in plain sight for decades, written in clear language in documents almost
no one reads.

They Told Us

Carroll Quigley was a Georgetown historian who was granted unprecedented access to the papers and secret records of the network behind the
Council on Foreign Relations. He spent two years in them. Then he wrote Tragedy and Hope describing what he found without apology:

“The powers of financial capitalism had another far-reaching aim, nothing less than to create a world system of financial control in private
hands able to dominate the political system of each country and the economy of the world as a whole.”

He wasn’t warning us. He actually thought it was a good idea. Basically inevitable and that its architects were well-intentioned. That is perhaps the
most disturbing part of his book. When the people designing the cage believe they are building a park, the cage gets built with genuine
enthusiasm.

Eight years earlier, René Wormser published what he found as general counsel to the 1954 congressional Reece Committee investigation into
America’s most powerful tax-exempt foundations.  Primarily the Carnegie, Rockefeller, and Ford foundations. The committee’s researchers found
a coordinated network that had quietly divided American society into territories of influence:

Carnegie controlling international education, Rockefeller controlling domestic education, Ford deploying the financial muscle.  No one had
announced this. No public vote was taken. The foundations simply funded the institutions that shaped what the next generation would believe, until
the beliefs they wanted were the only ones available. I write about this social conditioning which has occurred across this entire epoch of humanity
in my forthcoming book called The Illusion Architects: How Elites Shape Culture Consciousness and Reality. (TrineDay, January 2027)

When the Reece Committee published its findings, the foundations mobilized and the media attacked. The hearings were shut down within weeks.
The report was released just as McCarthy was being censured, so anything resembling anti-establishment investigation was instantly discredited.
The playbook worked perfectly.

Wormser’s investigation exposed one layer of concentrated power: the philanthropic foundations and their quiet division of influence over
American institutions. A separate layer, quantified decades later by a 2011 ETH Zurich study, operates through equity itself. Researchers Vitali,
Glattfelder, and Battiston mapped the ownership network of 43,060 transnational corporations and found that control ultimately flowed to a core
“super-entity” of just 147 firms, most of them financial institutions, that collectively controlled 40 percent of the total wealth in the global corporate
network through cascading shareholding relationships.  The study drew on 2007 data. Barclays topped the list. JPMorgan Chase, Goldman
Sachs, State Street, and Vanguard all appear in the upper ranks. BlackRock was there too, nearly half owned by Merrill Lynch and managing just
over $1 trillion at the time. Two years after the study’s data were collected, BlackRock acquired Barclays Global Investors for $13.5 billion, vaulting
to $2.7 trillion overnight and positioning itself to become the largest asset manager on earth. It now manages over $15 trillion.

The concentration the study measured in 2007 has only deepened since, and the same institutions now sit at the center of the digital financial
infrastructure being assembled today. And then there is Vanguard, which manages roughly $12.8 trillion and ranks as the second largest asset
manager on earth, yet has no identifiable outside owner. It is structured so that the funds own the company and the company runs the funds, a
recursive loop that makes it effectively unownable and unaccountable in any conventional sense.  Nobody can tell you who controls it, because
the answer the structure gives you is everyone and no one simultaneously. That is not a conspiracy theory. It is the answer you get when you look
it up. What Wormser saw operating through foundations and culture, this study found operating through capital itself. Two mechanisms, one
architecture, and the people running both are building the system that will decide whether your money works tomorrow. I’ve written that history is
not a series of disconnected events. It is a single long project with a very small number of actors.

The Upgrade

The current financial system, built around SWIFT and its postwar institutional descendants is slow, inefficient, and opaque in ways that
limit what can be done with it as a control instrument. It often takes days or weeks to settle transactions. It requires human intermediaries at
every step. It cannot be updated in real time and it cannot be programmed. What is being built to replace it can.

The new infrastructure, assembled through more than a thousand partnership agreements whose terms the public has never seen, runs on
blockchain rails with programmable money at its core.

Money that can expire.

Money that can be restricted to certain categories of purchase.

Money that can be limited to certain geographic zones.
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Money that can be limited to certain geographic zones.

Money that is linked to your verified digital identity and social credit score so every transaction you make is permanently associated
with you, in real time, in a ledger that cannot be altered.

The pieces are already operational. As of May 2026, 146 countries were exploring a government-controlled digital currency. Seventy-seven had
moved past that. Not studying the idea. Not holding meetings about it. They were already in development, testing, or launch, and 41 pilots were
running in the real world with real money.  

China’s e-CNY is the largest of them, having processed more than 3.4 billion transactions worth roughly $2.3 trillion, and the same central bank
that issues it also runs the zhengxin credit system, which holds financial records on 1.14 billion Chinese citizens. Issuance and scoring sit under
one roof. India forced its people into digital payments by invalidating 86 percent of its physical currency overnight in 2016, then ordered every
bank account linked to its biometric identity system in 2017, leaving a population of over a billion people with no choice but to enter the digital
ledger.  Given the growing accusations of AI agents quietly infiltrating banking systems, what happened in India may not be as far off for the rest
of the world as most people assume. Nigeria launched Africa’s first retail central bank digital currency in October 2021, and when the population
largely refused it, with 98.5 percent of eNaira wallets sitting unused in any given week a year after launch, the central bank kept it running
anyway.  These are not future scenarios. They are current deployments, documented in the records of the institutions that built them. The
infrastructure gets built whether anyone asks for it or not. Demand was never the point.

In the West, the infrastructure is being laid more gradually, through financial technology partnerships, regulatory frameworks, and the
normalization of digital identity requirements in payment systems. The crisis that will justify flipping the switch from optional to mandatory has not
arrived yet. But when it does, the system will be ready. It is already operational and already trusted by the largest financial institutions. And once a
population has integrated the payment systems into every pharmacy, every grocery store, and every employer’s payroll, removing it becomes
functionally impossible.

Silence as Strategy

Foundations like the Rockefeller Foundation, the Gates Foundation, and the Open Society Foundations have collectively channeled hundreds of
millions of dollars into the digital identity and payments infrastructure being built right now.

The Gates Foundation alone committed $200 million to what it calls digital public infrastructure, a category that explicitly includes digital ID
systems and civil registry databases, and it partners with the World Bank’s Identification for Development initiative on national ID rollouts.

Rockefeller and Open Society served as research collaboration partners on the McKinsey study that made the economic case for
universal digital ID.

Digital identity systems are always presented as tools for financial inclusion.  The
language is always the language of progress and charity. The result is always the same
monitoring and control layer underneath.

This is not new behavior. The Rockefeller Foundation funded Alfred Kinsey’s research
beginning in 1941, with grants that by 1947 reached $40,000 annually, to reshape American
sexual norms, a methodology later attacked in Congress and criticized by statisticians for its
unrepresentative sampling.  The Carnegie Corporation funded the American Historical
Association’s Commission on the Social Studies, whose 1934 report concluded that the age of
individualism and laissez faire in economy and government was closing.  The Ford

Foundation built the behavioral sciences infrastructure that became the foundation for modern social engineering.  All of this was presented as
enlightened philanthropy. Wormser’s 1958 warning has not aged one day saying:

“When they do harm, it can be immense harm, there is virtually no counter-force to oppose them.”

The secrecy surrounding the new financial infrastructure follows the same logic. You build it first. You embed it in enough institutions that it
becomes impossible to uproot. You let the public-facing story, decentralization, faster payments, financial inclusion for the unbanked, do the work

of normalization. Then, when the conditions are applied, the population has been living inside the infrastructure long enough that they cannot
imagine existing without it. As a prime example of how this works, examine the permissions on your phone. They began as opt-in choices. Then
they were switched to automatic defaults. Today many of them are compulsory. Deny them and the phone, or the services you rely on, simply stop
functioning.

Ripple alone is reported to hold more than 1,700 banking agreements, and the terms of almost none of them are public.  While the public
watched the Bitcoin spectacle, the real infrastructure deployed beneath it.

AI Is the Warden

No human administrator can monitor every transaction across billions of accounts, evaluate each one
against a set of programmed conditions, and permit or deny the exchange in real time. A sufficiently
advanced AI system can, and will.

The AI systems that already shape what populations can find when they search for alternatives are being
integrated into the financial ledger, converging with money control into the same architecture,
accountable to the same network of interconnected firms that Carroll Quigley documented in 1966 and
the ETH Zurich researchers quantified in 2011. This is not the paranoid fantasy version of AI risk. It is the
operational description of systems that are being built right now by companies whose names appear on
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operational description of systems that are being built right now by companies whose names appear on
the Davos attendee list every January. The risk isn’t that the AI goes rogue. The risk is that it works
exactly as designed, and the design is a coercion engine with no off switch and no appeals process.

Orwell imagined the Party needed armies of human watchers to maintain control. The modern version needs none. The compliance check is
automated, instantaneous, and applied at the point of transaction. You are not detained or arrested. Your money simply does not work until your
status changes.

The Consent Architecture

What makes this system so effective is that it needs your participation to function, and it makes participation the path of least
resistance. It is faster than what it replaces. It’s cheaper and genuinely more convenient. The fraud protections are real. The cross-border
capabilities are real. The financial inclusion for people who currently have no banking access is real. None of those benefits are lies. They are the
SOMA! The delusion that makes the cage worth entering.

We have been socially conditioned to accept our fate, as I have previously written, by authors such as Ayn Rand, Aldous Huxley, George Orwell,
and an army of other writers and filmmakers. Propped up by the system that sought to prepare humanity for a controlled future, these figures
paved the way and primed human minds to accept our dystopia. As Oscar Wilde observed, life imitates art.  Huxley understood something Orwell
did not fully account for: the most durable form of control is not the kind imposed on people, but the kind they choose because the alternative looks
worse.

In Brave New World, no one is forced into their social role. They are conditioned to love it, and the conditioning begins before they are old enough
to question it.

The financial system being built works the same way. The conditioning happens through adoption. Once you have structured your financial life
around a payment system, once your employer uses it, your pharmacy uses it, your landlord uses it, the cost of opting out becomes functionally
prohibitive. Not illegal. Just impossible as a practical matter. And at that point, the programmable conditions can be tightened incrementally, each
adjustment too small to trigger mass resistance, each one building on the last until the space for autonomous economic action has closed entirely.

This is how every elite coercion system in history has worked. Make yourself indispensable first, then introduce the conditions. By the time the

conditions arrive, exit is no longer possible. We are in the indispensable phase right now. The doors are open. The terms are reasonable. The
conditions haven’t been called yet.

What the Silence Actually Means

The technology works. That much is settled. The questions that matter are who controls it, toward what ends, with what accountability, and
whether those answers will be decided democratically or simply appear as a feature in the next update.

The people who build infrastructure of control have always believed, with genuine conviction, that they are building it for everyone’s benefit.
Quigley said so. The Carnegie Endowment’s trustees wrote as much in the minutes that shook Catherine Casey badly enough that she could
never practice law again.  Every previous version of this system came with the same rationale: stability, efficiency, order. And every time, that was
true. That was never the problem. The problem was always that they were also providing themselves with a mechanism of control that no future
crisis, no election, no popular movement could dislodge, because the mechanism was embedded in the infrastructure of daily life. That is what is
being built now, at a scope and precision that makes every previous version look primitive.

The cage is being built with your consent. One frictionless transaction at a time. And the door will not lock from the outside. You will close it
yourself, because it is faster and cheaper and more convenient than leaving it open. The only question is whether you understand what you are
stepping into before the door closes behind you.

Is There a Way Out of the District?

Elites want to build 15-minute cities designed to function like self-contained districts under centralized control. Every control system ever built
needs participants. It needs them before they understand what participating means. The window between now and the moment programmable
conditions get written into the code and the alternatives disappear is the only leverage ordinary people have, and it is closing.

The new financial system runs on a global messaging standard called ISO 20022, which became mandatory for all bank-to-bank cross-
border payment instructions on the SWIFT network in November 2025.

Every major bank on earth now speaks this language. A small set of cryptocurrencies is designed to work with it: XRP (Ripple), XLM (Stellar),
HBAR (Hedera), ALGO (Algorand), IOTA, QNT (Quant), XDC (XDC Network), and ADA (Cardano).  These are not speculative lottery tickets.
They are the assets denominated in whatever the architects of the new system have decided money will be, the bridge layer between the old rails
and the new ones. The institutions accumulating them know exactly what they are. The retail public, distracted by Bitcoin’s price action and
Washington’s procedural votes, largely does not.

Think about what it would have meant to see the internet clearly in 1994. Not the dot-com mania that came later, not the sock puppet commercials
and the vaporware valuations, but the actual structural reality underneath all of it: that TCP/IP was going to become the nervous system of global
commerce and that every business, every transaction, every relationship would eventually run through it. Most people could not see it. The noise
was too loud, the timeline too uncertain, the technology too abstract. The people who did see it, not the speculators chasing the bubble but those
who understood what the protocol actually did, had a window of clarity that closed fast and never reopened. That same window exists right now
with ISO 20022. Not the hype. The protocol. And this time the institutions on the other side of the trade have been accumulating quietly for over a
decade while the public watched Bitcoin.
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decade while the public watched Bitcoin.

As previously noted, popular works such as The Hunger Games have been elevated to mass success in part because they culturally condition
audiences to accept a world of total economic control. In the film, the Capitol controlled everything that moved through Panem: every calorie,
every resource, every transaction. The districts possessed no economic autonomy because they held no assets the Capitol had not already
claimed.

The people who will survive this transition from the current system to the next with any meaningful freedom will be those who hold

something of value in the new system’s own language, before the Capitol finishes building the walls.

This is not financial advice. It is history. Every major monetary transition has rewarded the people who recognized it early and punished those who
held onto the instruments of the old system past the point of no return. The Medici Bank dominated European finance for nearly a century because
its founders moved to the new bill-of-exchange economy while their competitors were still thinking in the old terms.  The Fugger family of
Augsburg achieved similar dominance in the early sixteenth century by recognizing that control of silver mining and papal finance, the chokepoints
of the emerging Habsburg monetary order, was worth more than any individual transaction.  The Bretton Woods architects understood the same
thing in 1944.  The institutions behind those 1,700 plus banking agreements understand it now.

There is still time to understand it too. Not infinite time, but time. The gate has not latched shut yet. The system is live but not mandatory. The
alternatives still exist. The ISO 20022-compatible tokens are still priced as though the public does not know what they are for, because largely it
does not.

That is the opening. It will not stay open forever, but it is open right now. A cage you can buy your way out of is not the same thing as a cage you
cannot. What remains open is the chance to understand, and understanding has always been the first step toward freedom.

For a deeper map of how we got here, running from the first civilizations through the Reece Committee, the CFR, the 147-firm ownership web, and
the surveillance capitalism architecture being deployed today, the full investigation is in The Hidden Hand: Wealth, Power, and Control from
Pharaohs to Corporations, available wherever books are sold. Nothing in this article constitutes financial advice. The historical documentation
cited is drawn from public records, court documents, and published academic sources. Do your own research.

*

Click the share button below to email/forward this article. Follow us on Instagram and X and subscribe to our Telegram Channel. Feel free to
repost Global Research articles with proper attribution.

Eric Daniel Buesing is an independent researcher and the author of The Hidden Hand: Wealth, Power, and Control from Pharaohs to
Corporations (TrineDay, 2026) and The Illusion Architects: How Elites Shape Culture, Consciousness, and Reality (TrineDay, 2027). For twenty-
two years he has studied elite power structures, mapping the architectures of influence that govern societies, economies, and global institutions,
work that builds on the foundations laid by Carroll Quigley and Antony Sutton. A former licensed private investigator and expert witness with an
MBA and specialized expertise in voice stress analysis, he brings an investigator’s discipline to the historical record. His work challenges
mainstream narratives and invites readers to look more closely at the systems that shape their world.
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References

American Historical Association, Commission on the Social Studies. Conclusions and Recommendations of the Commission. New York: Charles
Scribner’s Sons, 1934.

Atlantic Council GeoEconomics Center. “Central Bank Digital Currency Tracker.” Last updated May 2026. Accessed October 23, 2026.
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/cbdctracker/.

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. “Our Work in Digital Public Infrastructure.” Accessed October 23, 2026. https://www.gatesfoundation.org/our-
work/programs/global-growth-and-opportunity/digital-public-infrastructure.

Biometric Update. “Gates Foundation Commits $200M to Digital ID and Other Public Infrastructure.” September 2022.
https://www.biometricupdate.com/202209/gates-foundation-commits-200m-to-digital-id-and-other-public-infrastructure.

BlackRock. “One BlackRock.” Accessed October 23, 2026. https://www.blackrock.com/corporate/about-us/blackrock-history/one-blackrock.
BlackRock, Inc. “Second Quarter 2026 Earnings Release Supplement.” Exhibit 99.2 to Form 8-K, July 15, 2026.
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/0002012383/000119312526304013/blk-ex99_2.htm.

BlackRock, Inc. Annual Report (Form 10-K) for the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 2007.
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1364742/000119312508041884/d10k.htm.

Buesing, Eric Daniel. The Hidden Hand: Wealth, Power, and Control from Pharaohs to Corporations. Walterville, OR: TrineDay, 2026.

Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences. “History.” Stanford University. Accessed October 23, 2026.
https://casbs.stanford.edu/about/history.

CertiK. “May 2026 Regulatory Recap: Significant Movement with the CLARITY Act.” Accessed October 23, 2026. https://certik.com/blog/may-
2026-regulatory-recap-significant-movement-with-the-clarity-act.

Chodorow-Reich, Gabriel, Gita Gopinath, Prachi Mishra, and Abhinav Narayanan. “Cash and the Economy: Evidence from India’s

28

29

30

31



Demonetization.” Quarterly Journal of Economics 135, no. 1 (2020): 57–103. https://doi.org/10.1093/qje/qjz027.

Collins, Suzanne. The Hunger Games. New York: Scholastic Press, 2008.

Congress.gov. “H.R.3633: Digital Asset Market Clarity Act.” 119th Congress. Accessed October 23, 2026. https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-
congress/house-bill/3633.

Crypto Basic, The. “Here’s Where XRP Price Could Go if Ripple Reveals All 1,700 Banking Agreements as SEC Case Ends.” August 8, 2025.
https://thecryptobasic.com/2025/08/08/heres-where-xrp-price-could-go-if-ripple-reveals-all-1700-banking-agreements-as-sec-case-ends/.

de Roover, Raymond. The Rise and Decline of the Medici Bank, 1397–1494. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1963.

Dike-Ndulue, Patrick. “Top ISO-Compliant Cryptocurrencies in 2026.” Tangem. Updated June 7, 2026. https://tangem.com/en/learning-
hub/post/iso-compliant-cryptocurrencies/.

Dodd, Norman. Interview by G. Edward Griffin. 1982. Video recording, released as The Hidden Agenda.

Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938. Pub. L. No. 75-718, 52 Stat. 1060.

Huxley, Aldous. Brave New World. London: Chatto & Windus, 1932.

Kemp, Barry J. Ancient Egypt: Anatomy of a Civilization. 2nd ed. London: Routledge, 2006.

“Linking Bank Accounts With Aadhaar Mandatory if Applicable: RBI.” The Quint, October 21, 2017. https://www.thequint.com/news/india/linking-
aadhaar-to-bank-accounts-mandatory-says-rbi.

Nguyen, Andy. “Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Not Spending $200 Million on Digital IDs.” PolitiFact, October 26, 2022.
https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2022/oct/26/dan-bongino/bill-melinda-gates-foundation-not-spending-200-mil/.

Ogilvie, Sheilagh. The European Guilds: An Economic Analysis. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2019.

Orwell, George. Nineteen Eighty-Four. London: Secker & Warburg, 1949.

Oshinsky, David M. A Conspiracy So Immense: The World of Joe McCarthy. New York: Free Press, 1983.

Pasquale, Frank. The Black Box Society: The Secret Algorithms That Control Money and Information. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press,

2015.

People’s Bank of China, Working Group on E-CNY Research and Development. “Progress of Research & Development of E-CNY in China.” July
2021. http://www.pbc.gov.cn/en/3688110/3688172/4157443/4293696/2021071614584691871.pdf.

Quigley, Carroll. The Anglo-American Establishment: From Rhodes to Cliveden. New York: Books in Focus, 1981.

Quigley, Carroll. Tragedy and Hope: A History of the World in Our Time. 1966. Reprint, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA: GSG & Associates, 2004.

Ree, Jookyung. “Nigeria’s eNaira, One Year After.” IMF Working Paper WP/23/104. Washington, DC: International Monetary Fund, May 2023.
https://doi.org/10.5089/9798400241642.001.

Ripple. “ISO 20022: Shaping the Future of Cross-Border Payments.” June 11, 2020. https://ripple.com/insights/iso-20022-shaping-the-future-of-
cross-border-payments/.

Securities and Exchange Commission v. Ripple Labs, Inc. No. 1:20-cv-10832. S.D.N.Y. Filed December 22, 2020.

Steil, Benn. The Battle of Bretton Woods: John Maynard Keynes, Harry Dexter White, and the Making of a New World Order. Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press, 2013.

Steinmetz, Greg. The Richest Man Who Ever Lived: The Life and Times of Jacob Fugger. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2015.

SWIFT. “Global Financial Community Completes Switch to ISO 20022.” Press release, November 25, 2025. https://www.swift.com/news-
events/press-releases/global-financial-community-completes-switch-iso-20022-paving-way-new-levels-cross-border-payment-speed-and-
innovation-around-world.

U.S. Congress. House. Special Committee to Investigate Tax-Exempt Foundations and Comparable Organizations. Report from Norman Dodd,
Director of Research, Covering His Direction of Staff of Special Committee of House of Representatives to Investigate Tax Exempt Foundations for
6 Months’ Period Nov. 1, 1953–Apr. 30, 1954. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1954.

U.S. Congress. House. Special Committee to Investigate Tax-Exempt Foundations and Comparable Organizations. Tax-Exempt Foundations:
Report. 83rd Cong., 2nd sess., December 16, 1954. H. Rep. 83-2681. https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/SERIALSET-11748_00_00-001-2681-
0000.

U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission. Litigation Release No. 26369. August 7, 2025. https://www.sec.gov/enforcement-litigation/litigation-
releases/lr-26369.

Vanguard. “Facts and Figures.” Accessed October 23, 2026. https://corporate.vanguard.com/content/corporatesite/us/en/corp/who-we-are/sets-us-
apart/facts-and-figures.html.



apart/facts-and-figures.html.

Vanguard Investments Canada. Press release. July 29, 2026. https://www.vanguard.ca/content/dam/intl/americas/canada/en/documents/PR-07-
29-2026-VUN-VUS-Name-Change-E.pdf.

Vitali, Stefania, James B. Glattfelder, and Stefano Battiston. “The Network of Global Corporate Control.” PLoS ONE 6, no. 10 (2011): e25995.
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0025995.

White, Olivia, Anu Madgavkar, James Manyika, Deepa Mahajan, Jacques Bughin, Michael McCarthy, and Owen Sperling. Digital Identification: A
Key to Inclusive Growth. McKinsey Global Institute, April 2019. https://www.mckinsey.com/capabilities/tech-and-ai/our-insights/digital-identification-
a-key-to-inclusive-growth.

Wilde, Oscar. “The Decay of Lying.” In Intentions. London: James R. Osgood, McIlvaine, 1891.

Wimpee, Rachel, and Teresa Iacobelli. “Funding a Sexual Revolution: The Kinsey Reports.” Rockefeller Archive Center, January 9, 2020.
https://resource.rockarch.org/story/funding-a-sexual-revolution-the-kinsey-reports/.

World Bank. “Who Is Involved.” Identification for Development (ID4D). Accessed October 23, 2026. https://id4d.worldbank.org/who-is-involved.

Wormser, René A. Foundations: Their Power and Influence. New York: Devin-Adair, 1958.

Yang, Zeyi. “China Just Announced a New Social Credit Law. Here’s What It Says.” MIT Technology Review, November 22, 2022.
https://www.technologyreview.com/2022/11/22/1063605/china-announced-a-new-social-credit-law-what-does-it-mean/.

Zhang Jianhua. “The e-CNY: Empowering a New Paradigm for Digital Finance Development and Opening a New Chapter in CNY
Internationalization.” PBC School of Finance, Tsinghua University, January 19, 2026. https://eng.pbcsf.tsinghua.edu.cn/info/1076/2978.htm.

Zuboff, Shoshana. The Age of Surveillance Capitalism: The Fight for a Human Future at the New Frontier of Power. New York: PublicAffairs, 2019.

Notes

1. Digital Asset Market Clarity Act, H.R. 3633, 119th Cong. (2025–2026). The bill passed the House 294–134 on July 17, 2025, was advanced by the Senate
Banking Committee 15–9 on May 14, 2026, and was placed on the Senate Legislative Calendar on June 1, 2026. Congress.gov, “H.R.3633: Digital Asset Market
Clarity Act,” accessed October 23, 2026, https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/3633; CertiK, “May 2026 Regulatory Recap: Significant Movement
with the CLARITY Act,” accessed October 23, 2026, https://certik.com/blog/may-2026-regulatory-recap-significant-movement-with-the-clarity-act.

2. Eric Daniel Buesing, The Hidden Hand: Wealth, Power, and Control from Pharaohs to Corporations (Walterville, OR: TrineDay, 2026).

3. Buesing, Hidden Hand, 15–16, where coercion, alignment, amnesia, and conflict are defined and mapped across the historical eras treated in the chapters that
follow.

4. Buesing, Hidden Hand, chaps. 1–9. On the redistributive grain economy of pharaonic Egypt, see Barry J. Kemp, Ancient Egypt: Anatomy of a Civilization, 2nd ed.
(London: Routledge, 2006); on guild control of labor, see Sheilagh Ogilvie, The European Guilds: An Economic Analysis (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press,
2019); on the federal minimum wage, see Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938, Pub. L. No. 75-718, 52 Stat. 1060.

5. Carroll Quigley, Tragedy and Hope: A History of the World in Our Time (1966; repr., Rancho Palos Verdes, CA: GSG & Associates, 2004), 324. On his access to
the network’s records, Quigley wrote that he “was permitted for two years, in the early 1960’s, to examine its papers and secret records,” and that he had “no
aversion to it or to most of its aims”; he identified the Council on Foreign Relations as the American front of that network. Quigley, Tragedy and Hope, 950–52. See
also Carroll Quigley, The Anglo-American Establishment: From Rhodes to Cliveden (New York: Books in Focus, 1981).

6. René A. Wormser, Foundations: Their Power and Influence (New York: Devin-Adair, 1958). Wormser served as general counsel to the House Special Committee
to Investigate Tax-Exempt Foundations and Comparable Organizations, known as the Reece Committee, authorized in 1954. For the committee’s official findings,
see U.S. Congress, House, Special Committee to Investigate Tax-Exempt Foundations and Comparable Organizations, Tax-Exempt Foundations: Report, 83rd
Cong., 2nd sess., December 16, 1954, H. Rep. 83-2681, https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/SERIALSET-11748_00_00-001-2681-0000.

7. U.S. Congress, House, Special Committee to Investigate Tax-Exempt Foundations and Comparable Organizations, Report from Norman Dodd, Director of
Research, Covering His Direction of Staff of Special Committee of House of Representatives to Investigate Tax Exempt Foundations for 6 Months’ Period Nov. 1,
1953–Apr. 30, 1954 (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1954); Norman Dodd, interview by G. Edward Griffin, 1982, video recording, released as The
Hidden Agenda. In the interview Dodd recounts that domestic education was to be handled by the Rockefeller Foundation and international education by the
Carnegie Endowment. See also Wormser, Foundations.

8. Senator Joseph McCarthy was censured by the Senate on December 2, 1954, and the Reece Committee report followed on December 16, 1954. On the political

climate surrounding congressional investigations in that period, see David M. Oshinsky, A Conspiracy So Immense: The World of Joe McCarthy (New York: Free
Press, 1983).

9. Stefania Vitali, James B. Glattfelder, and Stefano Battiston, “The Network of Global Corporate Control,” PLoS ONE 6, no. 10 (2011): e25995,
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0025995. The authors analyzed 43,060 transnational corporations, drawing on 2007 Orbis data, and identified a core “super-
entity” of 147 firms holding about 40 percent of the control over the economic value of transnational corporations worldwide. Barclays ranks first among the top fifty
control holders, with State Street fifth, JPMorgan Chase sixth, Vanguard eighth, Merrill Lynch tenth, and Goldman Sachs eighteenth. BlackRock does not appear in
the top fifty under its own name; at the end of 2007 it managed $1.357 trillion, and Merrill Lynch held about 49 percent of its capital stock. BlackRock, Inc., Annual
Report (Form 10-K) for the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 2007, https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1364742/000119312508041884/d10k.htm.

10. BlackRock, “One BlackRock,” accessed October 23, 2026, https://www.blackrock.com/corporate/about-us/blackrock-history/one-blackrock (BGI acquired in 2009



10. BlackRock, “One BlackRock,” accessed October 23, 2026, https://www.blackrock.com/corporate/about-us/blackrock-history/one-blackrock (BGI acquired in 2009
for about $13.5 billion, bringing assets to around $2.7 trillion); BlackRock, Inc., “Second Quarter 2026 Earnings Release Supplement,” Exhibit 99.2 to Form 8-K, July
15, 2026, https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/0002012383/000119312526304013/blk-ex99_2.htm (assets under management of $15.3 trillion at June 30,
2026).

11. Vanguard, “Facts and Figures,” accessed October 23, 2026, https://corporate.vanguard.com/content/corporatesite/us/en/corp/who-we-are/sets-us-apart/facts-
and-figures.html (“Vanguard is owned by its funds, which are owned by Vanguard’s fund shareholders”); Vanguard Investments Canada, press release, July 29,
2026, https://www.vanguard.ca/content/dam/intl/americas/canada/en/documents/PR-07-29-2026-VUN-VUS-Name-Change-E.pdf(USD $12.8 trillion in global assets
as of April 30, 2026).

12. Atlantic Council GeoEconomics Center, “Central Bank Digital Currency Tracker,” last updated May 2026, accessed October 23, 2026,
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/cbdctracker/. The tracker reports 146 countries and currency unions, representing over 98 percent of global GDP, exploring a CBDC;
77 in the advanced phase of development, pilot, or launch; and 41 CBDC pilot projects.

13. Zhang Jianhua, “The e-CNY: Empowering a New Paradigm for Digital Finance Development and Opening a New Chapter in CNY Internationalization,” PBC
School of Finance, Tsinghua University, January 19, 2026, https://eng.pbcsf.tsinghua.edu.cn/info/1076/2978.htm. By the end of November 2025 the e-CNY had
processed 3.48 billion transactions worth 16.7 trillion renminbi. On the zhengxin system, maintained by China’s central bank and recording the financial history of
1.14 billion individuals, see Zeyi Yang, “China Just Announced a New Social Credit Law. Here’s What It Says,” MIT Technology Review, November 22, 2022,
https://www.technologyreview.com/2022/11/22/1063605/china-announced-a-new-social-credit-law-what-does-it-mean/. On the design of the e-CNY, see People’s
Bank of China, Working Group on E-CNY Research and Development, “Progress of Research & Development of E-CNY in China,” July 2021,
http://www.pbc.gov.cn/en/3688110/3688172/4157443/4293696/2021071614584691871.pdf.

14. Gabriel Chodorow-Reich, Gita Gopinath, Prachi Mishra, and Abhinav Narayanan, “Cash and the Economy: Evidence from India’s Demonetization,” Quarterly
Journal of Economics 135, no. 1 (2020): 57–103, https://doi.org/10.1093/qje/qjz027. The November 2016 demonetization invalidated 86 percent of the currency in
circulation. Gazette Notification G.S.R. 538(E) of June 1, 2017, amending the Prevention of Money-laundering (Maintenance of Records) Rules, made linking bank
accounts to Aadhaar mandatory; see “Linking Bank Accounts With Aadhaar Mandatory if Applicable: RBI,” The Quint, October 21, 2017,
https://www.thequint.com/news/india/linking-aadhaar-to-bank-accounts-mandatory-says-rbi. The Supreme Court of India struck down the requirement in September
2018.

15. Jookyung Ree, “Nigeria’s eNaira, One Year After,” IMF Working Paper WP/23/104 (Washington, DC: International Monetary Fund, May 2023),
https://doi.org/10.5089/9798400241642.001. Nigeria launched the eNaira on October 25, 2021, the first retail CBDC in Africa.

16. Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, “Our Work in Digital Public Infrastructure,” accessed October 23, 2026, https://www.gatesfoundation.org/our-
work/programs/global-growth-and-opportunity/digital-public-infrastructure; “Gates Foundation Commits $200M to Digital ID and Other Public Infrastructure,”
Biometric Update, September 2022, https://www.biometricupdate.com/202209/gates-foundation-commits-200m-to-digital-id-and-other-public-infrastructure; World
Bank, “Who Is Involved,” Identification for Development (ID4D), accessed October 23, 2026, https://id4d.worldbank.org/who-is-involved; Olivia White et al., Digital
Identification: A Key to Inclusive Growth (McKinsey Global Institute, April 2019), https://www.mckinsey.com/capabilities/tech-and-ai/our-insights/digital-identification-
a-key-to-inclusive-growth, which names Omidyar Network, the Open Society Foundations, and the Rockefeller Foundation as research collaboration partners. On

the scope of the $200 million, which covers “interoperable payment systems, digital ID, data exchange systems and databases of records,” see Andy Nguyen, “Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation Not Spending $200 Million on Digital IDs,” PolitiFact, October 26, 2022, https://www.politifact.com/factchecks/2022/oct/26/dan-
bongino/bill-melinda-gates-foundation-not-spending-200-mil/.

17. Rachel Wimpee and Teresa Iacobelli, “Funding a Sexual Revolution: The Kinsey Reports,” Rockefeller Archive Center, January 9, 2020,
https://resource.rockarch.org/story/funding-a-sexual-revolution-the-kinsey-reports/. The Rockefeller Foundation funded Kinsey through the National Research
Council’s Committee for Research in Problems of Sex, beginning with a first grant in 1941 and reaching $40,000 annually by 1947; the reports were later used
against the foundation in the Cox and Reece investigations.

18. American Historical Association, Commission on the Social Studies, Conclusions and Recommendations of the Commission (New York: Charles Scribner’s
Sons, 1934), x, 25. The preface credits the trustees of the Carnegie Corporation, whose “financial aid made possible the whole five-year investigation.” Its findings
are discussed in Wormser, Foundations, and in the Reece Committee record.

19. Wormser, Foundations; Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences, “History,” Stanford University, accessed October 23, 2026,
https://casbs.stanford.edu/about/history. The Ford Foundation founded the center in 1954.

20. Wormser, Foundations.

21. Securities and Exchange Commission v. Ripple Labs, Inc., No. 1:20-cv-10832 (S.D.N.Y. filed December 22, 2020). The figure of more than 1,700 banking
agreements is reported in connection with that litigation; see “Here’s Where XRP Price Could Go if Ripple Reveals All 1,700 Banking Agreements as SEC Case
Ends,” The Crypto Basic, August 8, 2025, https://thecryptobasic.com/2025/08/08/heres-where-xrp-price-could-go-if-ripple-reveals-all-1700-banking-agreements-as-
sec-case-ends/. On the resolution, the court’s final judgment imposed a civil penalty of $125,035,150 and an injunction, and the parties dismissed their cross-
appeals in August 2025, leaving that judgment in force. U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission, Litigation Release No. 26369, August 7, 2025,
https://www.sec.gov/enforcement-litigation/litigation-releases/lr-26369.

22. Shoshana Zuboff, The Age of Surveillance Capitalism: The Fight for a Human Future at the New Frontier of Power (New York: PublicAffairs, 2019); Frank
Pasquale, The Black Box Society: The Secret Algorithms That Control Money and Information (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2015).

23. Oscar Wilde, “The Decay of Lying,” in Intentions (London: James R. Osgood, McIlvaine, 1891). The essay first appeared in The Nineteenth Century in January
1889.

24. Aldous Huxley, Brave New World (London: Chatto & Windus, 1932); George Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four (London: Secker & Warburg, 1949).

25. Dodd, interview by Griffin. Dodd recounts that the attorney he assigned to the Carnegie Endowment minute books, Kathryn Casey, was never able to return to



Global Research News
I-BOOKS SERIES
Countries Index
Most Popular
Links
Contact
Membership
Online Store

Themes Geographic Regions

US NATO War Agenda
Global Economy
Crimes against Humanity
Militarization and WMD
Law and Justice
Police State & Civil Rights
History
9/11 & ‘War on Terrorism’
Media Disinformation

Militarization and WMD
Oil and Energy
Police State & Civil Rights
Religion
Poverty & Social Inequality
Science and Medicine
United Nations
US NATO War Agenda
Women’s Rights

Articles by:
Eric Buesing

Translate Website

25. Dodd, interview by Griffin. Dodd recounts that the attorney he assigned to the Carnegie Endowment minute books, Kathryn Casey, was never able to return to
her law practice. Her given name appears in surviving accounts as both Catherine and Kathryn.

26. SWIFT, “Global Financial Community Completes Switch to ISO 20022,” press release, November 25, 2025, https://www.swift.com/news-events/press-
releases/global-financial-community-completes-switch-iso-20022-paving-way-new-levels-cross-border-payment-speed-and-innovation-around-world. Coexistence
with the MT format ended on November 22, 2025.

27. Patrick Dike-Ndulue, “Top ISO-Compliant Cryptocurrencies in 2026,” Tangem, updated June 7, 2026, https://tangem.com/en/learning-hub/post/iso-compliant-
cryptocurrencies/. Ripple, the company behind XRP, is a member of the ISO 20022 Registration Management Group; see Ripple, “ISO 20022: Shaping the Future of
Cross-Border Payments,” June 11, 2020, https://ripple.com/insights/iso-20022-shaping-the-future-of-cross-border-payments/.

28. Suzanne Collins, The Hunger Games (New York: Scholastic Press, 2008).

29. Raymond de Roover, The Rise and Decline of the Medici Bank, 1397–1494 (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1963).

30. Greg Steinmetz, The Richest Man Who Ever Lived: The Life and Times of Jacob Fugger (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2015).

31. Benn Steil, The Battle of Bretton Woods: John Maynard Keynes, Harry Dexter White, and the Making of a New World Order (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University
Press, 2013).

Featured image is from the author

Global Research is a reader-funded media. We do not accept any funding from corporations or governments. Help us stay afloat. Click the image
below to make a one-time or recurring donation.

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Eric Buesing, Global Research, 2026

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article.
The Centre of Research on Globalization grants permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are acknowledged together with a
hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under
the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those who have expressed a prior
interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

 
0 0 0 New 



GlobalResearch Center for Research on Globalization Privacy Policy Copyright © 2005-2026 GlobalResearch.ca


