MARIN COUN

llHlHllll!ill Ill'IWIIHIIHINUIHIUH/IHIWHIIIH




The violent uprooting and trans-
planting of the Negro race from
its native Africa to the Ameri-
can continent forms one of the
most sinister and tragic epi-
sodes in western history.

The New World needed labor...
adventurers landed on the
shores of Guinea and captured
whole families or made arran-
gements with local rulers who
supplied slaves in exchange for
cloth, shoddy goods, and alco-
hol. They were herded together
in worse conditions than cattle,
chained up in the holds of
small ships, badly treated by
cruel crews—for these captives
the voyage across the ocean
was martyrdom.

Upon arrival in the New World,
auctions of human flesh sunder-
ed families already decimated
by the grim tortures of the
voyage—and the exchange of
coin or produce vested the right
of life itself in another’s hands.
And life in the New World was
itself, at best, a matter of
chattel management...

In addition to these facts it is
interestin: jow something
of the pe tho carried on
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As practiced in ancient times and
through the centuries, slavery was an
institution which, alas, resulted natu-
rally from the social conditions of the
peoples in the areas where it first
appeared; it played an important role
in the evolution of these peoples and,
as it transformed itself, died out.
This is not the case with Negro slavery
which was an institution based solely
on a misuse of force!l created from
nothing by a barbarous policy and
maintained by violence. It had a
more odious character than any other
form of slavery; it was the exploi-
tation of man by man, without pretext
or excuse, in the name of might
makes right.

The historic origin is to be found in
the customs of the Spaniards and the
Portuguese of several centuries ago.
As a result of their contacts with the
« Barbaresques » of North Africa, these
practices were maintained. The
Portuguese combined this traffic with
others that they practiced along the
African coast. The famous Prince
Henry of Portugal sponsored a company
formed in Lisbon for the sale of
Negroes; the latter were kidnapped on

the African coast and sold at the market
in Lisbon.

The discovery of America opened
an unexpected outlet for this trade.
From 1503, some black slaves were
brought to Hispaniola; it was observed
that they were much more vigorous
than the Indians, especially for work in
the mines. Bishop Las Casas, protector
of the Indians, proposed to Ximenes,
cardinal and regent of Spain, that a
systematic importation of blacks be
organized for work in the mines; the
Cardinal refused, but Charles V was
less scrupulous. In 1517, he granted
a patent to a Flemish gentleman
allowing him to import 4,000 black
slaves annually to the islands of Puerto
Rico, Hispaniola, Cuba and Jamaica.
The organization of the slave trade goes
back to this concession.
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The asientos, treaties or contracts
of the Spanish government with diffe-
rent individuals or foreign governments
to furnish black slaves to its overseas
possessions, were very numerous
during the 16th century. Since this
traffic was covered by many guaran-
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tees, and the possibility of smuggling
many other articles of trade was added
to the monopoly of the sale of Negroes,
the governments of Europe tried by
all imaginable means to secure this
privilege for their subjects.

The Flemish derived such profits
and multiplied to such an extent in
America that, in 1522, they came to
blows with the Spanish in Santo
Domingo, killed the governor of this
island and besieged the fort. From
then on the government resolved to
limit considerably the asientos. They
were stopped in 1530; but the needs
of the treasury, the necessity to reim-
burse the enormous sums lent by the
Genoese for the expedition of the
Invincible Armada, made Philip |l once
again bestow the privilege of the
asiento. From 1595 to 1600, an
asiento was granted to Gomez Reinal.
For nine years thereafter, it was the
Portuguese Jean Rodriguez Continho,
governor of Angola, who undertook to
furnish 4,250 slaves annually to the
colonies and to pay a revenue of
162,000 ducats to the king. After
the death of Jean Rodriguez in 1603,
the contract passed to his brother,
Gonzales-Vaez Continho.

On September 26,
concession was given

1615, a new
to another
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Portuguese, Antonio-Fernandez Del-
vas, for eight years. He bound himself
to introduce 3,500 slaves and to
pay 115,000 ducats a year. Another
Portuguese, Manuel-Rodriguez La-
mego, negotiated for eight more years
in 1623 and contracted to furnish
3,600 slaves and to pay 120,000
ducats; 2,500 slaves and 95,000
ducats were the conditions stipulated
in 1631 for eight new years with the
Portuguese Cristobal-Mendez de Sossa
and Melchior Gomez Anjel. The war
between France and Spain plus other
unknown motives interrupted the
asientos until 1662.

Then Domingo Fullo and Ambrosio
Lomelin enjoyed these rights for nine
years during which time they had to
furnish 24,500 Negroes and pay
2,100,000 piasters to the king. In
1674, the privilege passed to Antonio
Garcia and Don Sebastian de Silicas
for five vyears, on condition that
4,000 slaves and 450,000 piasters
be delivered. The contract was can-
celled because it wasn't carried out
and another one concluded in 1676,
for five years, with the consulate of
Seville offering to pay 1,125,000
piasters and a bonus of 1,200,000.
Then, on January 27, 1682, another




contract was made with Don Juan
Barrozzo del Paso and Don Nicolas
Porcio of Cadiz for 1,125,000 piasters.

The asiento was transferred after
that to the Dutchman, Don Balthazar
Coimans, and in 1692, for five years,
it went to Don Berbardo-Francisco
Marin de Guzman, resident of Vene-
zuela, in return for 2,125,000 silver
crowns. Finally it passed to the Portu-
guese company of Guinea from 1696
to 1701. This contract, under which
the company bound itself, in so many
words, to furnish 10,000 tons of
Negroes (diz mil toneladas de negros),
gave rise to such scandals and diffi-
culties that a transaction to cancel
it was concluded in Lisbon on July
18,1701 between the kings of Spain
and Portugal, Philip V and Don
Pedro I, who negotiated, as usual,
in the name of the Holy Trinity (e/
nombre del santisima Trinidad). A
treaty with France followed the one
with Portugal.

On August 27,1701, the Very-
Catholic king and the Very-Christian
king stipulated that for ten vyears
(1702-1712), the monopoly for the
transportation of Negroes to the
colonies of America belonged to the
Royal Company of Guinea, represented
by Mr. du Cass, a major and governor

of Santo Domingo. This company
took over the asiento, in other words
the introduction of black slaves to the
West Indies of America belonging to
His Catholic Majesty, in order, by this
means, to procure a “praiseworthy,
pure, mutual and reciprocal advantage”
for Their Majesties and their subjects.
In ten years, the company was to
supply 48,000 “pieces” of both sexes
and all ages, taken from any part of
Africa except Minas and Cape Verde
because the blacks of these countries
were not suited to the Indies, thus
making 4,800 Negroes per year
(art. 1). For each black the company
was to pay 33 silver crowns, each
crown being worth three pounds
tournois (art. 2). Because of the
urgent needs of the Spanish crown,
the company was to advance 600,000
pounds tournois (art. 3), of the
4,755,000 that it owed and in return
it was to retain the rights over 800
Negroes per annum.

The ships had to be French or Spa-
nish but the crews could come from
any nation even though they had to be
exclusively Catholic (art. 8). The ships
could dock in any port where there
were officers of Spain. On the
Windward Islands, St. Martha, Cu-
mana and Maracaibo the blacks could
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not be sold for more than 300
piasters, but anywhere else the
company could take as much as it
could get (art. 9). His Catholic Majesty
placed the treaty and the operations
of the company under the protection
of all the functionaries of the Spanish
possessions. He pledged “his faith
and his royal word to the aforesaid
company, looking upon the treaty as
his own property and reserving to
himself alone the knowledge of all
the cases which could arise in the
carrying out of the treaty.”

When this treaty came to an end,
the monopoly was granted to England
for 30 years (1713-1744). It was the
object of an agreement known under
the name of the treaty of the Asiento
(March 26,1713). Queen Anne of
England promised to bring 144,000
pieces of both sexes and any age to
Spanish America, thus making 4,800
per annum, for 33 piasters escudos and
1/3 piaster per head (art. 1 & 2). The
conditions were approximately the
same as those of the treaty with France
including the same " obligation to
advance, because of the Crown's
needs, 200,000 piasters escudos
(art. 3), on condition that there be an
annual deduction of the cost of
800 Negroes (art. 4). They retained
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the same privilege of importing slaves
to all the ports of the North, and
Buenos Aires (art. 7); but the shrewder
English obtained greater commercial
advantages. They could bring in more
than 4,800 slaves per annum during
the first 25 years, paying only 16 2/3
piasters for this supplement (art. 6).

They received land on which to esta-
blish their trading posts at the places
of embarkation and unloading (art. 4).

They had the death penalty for
smuggling changed to punishment and
a fine (art. 22); they managed to obtain
15 days of grace before having to pay
for Negroes who were ill when they
disembarked, and were exempted from
paying if the Negro died during this
delay (art. 24). The two sovereigns
had 1/2 interest in the trade—1/4 for
each—and the king of Spain was
exempted from paying his share of the
capital, on condition that he pay an
interest of eight per cent, as in the
preceding treaty (art. 28). Finally,
in an additional article, to prove to
Her Britannic Majesty “the desire that
he has to please her,” His Catholic
Majesty granted the option to send,
each year, a ship of 500 tons burden
to trade with America. This could be
done provided that the merchandise



was sold only at the time that fairs
were taking place and not before the
arrival of the flotillas and galleons.
His Majesty, moreover, even in this
operation reserved 1/4 of the profits
and five per cent on the other 3/4
(art. 43). All these stipulations were
once again confirmed in the prelimi-
nary peace treaty, signed in Madrid
on March 27,1713 (art. 9), and by
article 12 of the treaty of Utrecht
(July 13,1713), the same treaty that
fixed the succession of Spain and
surrendered possession of Gibralter
and Minorca to England. In 1743,
England nearly rekindled the war in
Europe because Spain refused to renew
this treaty.

For its part, Holland—another naval
power of importance—had early been
interested in the slave trade. In Africa
it was along the Guinea coast that its
captains chose to operate.

A company created at the begin-
ning of the 17th century, whose purpose
had been to take care of problems
arising from a war with Spain, soon
devoted its entire activity to the ship-
ping of blacks to the island of Curacao.
From there, they were brought to the
American continent. Moreover, the
Dutch occupied the north of Brazil

under the leadership of Jean-Maurice
de Nassau, and this territory needed
many slaves. “One can do nothing
without slaves” declared Nassau.
“Perhaps certain people will judge
that it is evil to employ men in this
way, but such scruples are misplaced.”
If he spoke in such terms, it is because
several of his compatriots had express-
ed doubts as to the justice of using
slaves, which did not prevent the
Dutch from behaving in the same way
as other nations did towards the blacks.

3

For more than two centuries, in order
to exploit Africa, Europe was caught
up in that feverish activity that made
Spain rush headlong to America in the
wake of Columbus. If England always
had the advantage in this frenzied
race; if she imported in a single year
(1786) up to 38,000 slaves, France
was always in second place and, in a
way, restored the equilibrium by re-
maining in the race longer. On July
2, 1789, a general order was issued
by the Council of State which upheld
the immunities in favor of the slave
trade. Besides, these immunities were
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ended only by a decree of July 27,
1793, which, while abolishing them,
respected the odious traffic itself.
Following is the text of this document,
to be found only in the collection called
du Louvre : “The National Convention
decrees that all the subsidies accorded
until now for the slave trade are
discontinued.” Slavery itself was
abolished by a decree of February 4,
1794. The remark of Bonaparte, First
Consul of the Republic, is well-known;
when he took power, he asked under
what system the colonies had prosper-
ed most; he was told that it was under
the regime in force at the time the
Revolution broke out: “Then, apply
it to them again and as quickly as
possible,” he answered. The edict
which re-established slavery and the
law of May 30, 1802 which set the
commerce of the sfave trade going
again with all the procedures, immu-
nities and premiums in use in 1789,
were the consequences of this wish
so decisively expressed. The last
record which appears on this matter
in the code of the colonies is dated
November 9, 1805. It is a procla-
mation of the English governor of St.
Lucia, which was a possession recently
taken from France, that authorized
the importation of Negroes, in ships
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sailing under any flag, in order to
rebuild the colony, which the war had
depopulated.

Such was the legal basis of the slave
trade until the day it passed into the
domain of international politics. From
that moment on, its career is recorded
in the acts of European chancelleries.
While Bonaparte, the Emperor, was at
peace with England, the importation of
Negroes to Martinique rose to 3,558,
but the exportation was 1,766 thus
reducing the net number to 1,792.
In the year 1804, war interrupted this
commerce; however, in the vyear
1805, 730 slaves were again introduc-
ed by a slave ship coming from the
African coast. The slave trade was
almost nonexistent in the colonies
except for the island of Bourbon; but
it acquired a great extension to Cuba
and Brazil. Authentic documents,
collected by Mr. de Humboldt, establish
that in the ten years from 1811 to
1820, Cuba received more than
116,000 slaves. Just the entry of
Negroes to Brazil via the port of Rio
de Janeiro rose to:

20,852 slaves in 1821
17,003 slaves in 1822
20,610 slavesin 1823

This traffic in men lasted not less

than 320 years. |If, during the last



half of this long existence, it took from
Africa only as many slaves as in 1786,
one can believe, without exaggeration,
that it took away 12,000,000 to
populate and cultivate the inter-
tropical, sugar-producing colonies
alone. It is undoubtedly the largest
scale emigration that has ever taken
place across the seas. Assuming that
there were 150 Negroes in each
load, it took no less than 80,000 ships
or expeditions for this immense popu-
lation to cross the Atlantic.

4

Honor for the abolition of the slave
trade unquestionably belongs to Wil-
berforce, Clarkson, Grenville, Sharp
and Buxton. “Seven times,” says an
historian, “they proposed the bill of
abolition and seven times it failed.”
When they finally succeeded, they had
to fight against the most powerful
individuals in their country: Lord Eldon,
who still asserted in Parliament in
1807 that “the slave trade had been
sanctioned by parliaments with the
wisest legal experts, the most en-
lightened theologians, the most emi-

nent statesmen;” Lord Hawkesbury,
later to become Count Liverpool, who
proposed to remove from the preamble
of the law the words “incompatible
with the principles of justice and
humanity;” Count Westmoreland, who
declared that, “Even were he to see
all the Presbyterians and prelates,
the Methodists and preachers, the
Jacobins and the assassins united in
favor of the abolition of the slave trade,
he would nontheless raise his voice in
Parliament against this measure.”

England was accused of acting in
self-interest; it was even claimed that
her goal was to ruin all the colonies
that had African workers, including her
own, in order to assure the agricultural
and commercial monopoly of her
immense possessions in India. It
has been claimed that England wanted
to accomplish, under the pretext of hu-
maneness, the supervision of all the
navies in the world, the open policing
of the seas. The efforts, the expenses,
the difficulties to which this exposed
England, the language of her statesmen
place her complete disinterestedness
beyond doubt. It is possible that she
found her interest in her duty, and that
among her statesmen some have been
more swayed by expediency, others by
humaneness.
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On February 8, 1815, a declaration
against the slave trade was signed in
the name of England, Austria, France,
Portugal, Prussia, Russia, Spain and
Sweden. Already England had obtain-
ed from France, in the treaty of Paris
of May 30, 1814, an article whose
purpose was to condemn this odious
traffic. In 1818, at the Congress of
Aix-la-Chapelle, and in 1822 at the
Congress of Verona, the great powers
repeated these same declarations.
England, without respite, employed all
the efforts of her diplomacy from 1814
on to obtain special treaties from the
different powers. It took her 27 years
to persuade Portugal. By an agreement
made on January 21, 1815, England
promised to cancel an old debt
and to give 300,000 pounds sterling
to compensate the owners of the
Portuguese ships captured before this
time by English cruisers, and Por-
tugal forbade the slave trade under
Portuguese flag, except to supply its
own possessions. By another con-
vention on July 18, 1817, the two
nations agreed upon the reciprocal
right of pursuit, imprisonment of slave
traders and of judgment by mixed
commissions. Portugal promised to
inflict a special penalty upon Portu-
guese subjects who indulged in the

14

slave trade. In spite of these
agreements, almost 60,000 slaves
were transported to Brazil in 1822,
the year in which this country sepa-
rated from Portugal. Notes, menaces,
protests remained without effect until
December, 1836.

Continued page 143






1. — In Africa 1. The Negro slave trade, whether Portu-
gese, Spanish, Dutch, English or French,
was practiced for centuries along the coast
of Guinea in Western Africa. The region
then called Guinea extends from Senegal

to the Equator.
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2. The African countryside has hardly
changed since the time of the first slave
traders, and this beach at Abidjan, on the
lvory Coast, recalls vividly the atmosphere

in which the slavetraders operated: the

oppressiveness of a disease infested
climate, the constant humidity and the
blinding whiteness of the beach bordered
by palm and coconut trees.
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3. The defenders of the slave trade argued
that African kings themselves were only
too willing to sell their Negro subjects to
white men. However, without buyers,
there would have been no sellers.



4. The first slaves were taken captive at
random along the Coast. It later became
necessary to trade through market places.
kings and governors.
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5. The black sovereigns used funerals as
an excuse for human sacrifice, as pictured
in the scene at Dahomey. The whites who
witnessed these events added them to_
their arguments in favor of slavery. These )
sacrifices, however, were rare and until §
the arrival of the Europeans, the slaves in\
Africa were considered precious enough to
be worthy of protection by kings and
noblemen.

6. Procession of the Ibo tribe on the Niger
delta. The Ibos had the reputation of
being tall and robust and were very sought
after by the slave traders. They lived on
the Niger delta. as far east as Old Calabar.
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9. The fugitive Negroes,
hidden in the brush, were
quickly captured by the white
men. The captain of the
“Greyhound’ mentions in his
log that on the 12th of
May 1724, several Negroes
surprised a group of fugi
tives, “stripped them of their
clothes and left them- on
the sand in this condition, at
the mercy of God and the
weather” Even if they
escaped this fate, it was not
long before they died of
hunger and exhaustion
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10. The slave trade was a barter trade.
The slaves were not exchanged for
money but for goods or cowries,
empty sea shells which were highly
valued by the Africans. These shells,
also called “bouges”, came from the
Maldive Islands. They were found in
all sizes but the smaller the size, the
higher the value. The natives used
them also as ornaments. To them,
these shells were more valuable than
gold dust. The rank and importance
of a man were determined by the
number of cowries and slaves in his
possession.

11. Necklaces, bracelets and earrings
were used also for trade. Pictured
here is a necklace of European beads
and hard stones. Arab coins have been
added to it.
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12. Apart from the beads and to
replace slowly the cowries, which
finally were completely abandoned,
the Negroes proposed to their partners
various goods imported from Europe:
fabrics. bracelets, earrings, copper
pans, iron bars, barrels of powder,
brandy and rum.

13. The Dahomians, it has been
remarked, were among the strongest
kings of the coast of Guinea. André
Ducasse, a French historian of the slave
trade, relates the following: If one
arrives in January (and that is the good
season), it is possible to attend the
festival of Abomey in honor of their
ancestors. The King Dada presides
on a platform covered in red cloth. The
distinguished guests grab for the gifts
and cowries which have been prepared
in advance. The presents appropriated
a dozen slaves. confined in wicker
baskets are brought in, and thrown
down before the executioners who
chop off their heads with sabre cuts.
Various liquors, pipes and. to keep him
company, a beheaded grave digger
and “"two dozen women with their legs
cut off” were placed in the tomb of
the deceased King The Dahomians
are a sturdy race










14. In his book, The Era
of the Slave Traders, Pro-
fessor Gaston-Martin
comments that “those
whom the slave traders
call kings are tyrannical
and barbaric tribal chiefs...
who set about hunting
the captives as soon as
this trade brought them
weapons, fabrics and
finery as well as cheap
liquor. They usually sell
natives of neighboring
clans but they will even
sell their own subjects so
as not to miss a deal...
Soon obsequious and
eager, they offer the hos-
pitality of their huts to the
captains, even feeding and
lodging them: soon again
they will prove themselves
as cruel as they were
friendly.”
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15. The cartographer of this map of the
Coast of Guinea, from Cape Appolonia
to the Volta River, the area known as the
Gold Coast, wrote: | have not indicated
any boundaries of the different kingdoms
or provinces, having not been able to find
a source precise enough to do it accura-
tely. the course of the rivers of the interior
of the country being unknown to the Euro-
peans.”
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16. The slave trade, as all industries, knew
its years of feast as well as those of
famine. At times, the ships were fully
loaded and at others, they spent months
off the coast of Benin. An English song-
writer of the 17th century described the
situation in these terms:

“Beware and take care of the Bight of
Benin.

Few come out though many go in.”
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17. In the Kingdom of Benin, and further
yet in Kalabar, the Negroes were less
expensive than elsewhere and the
“customs” less elaborate. In addition,
the region was known for its miserable
climate in which fever and dysentery ran
rampant.
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18. The Dutch, English,
French and Portuguese set
up forts along the length
of the Coast of Guinea
which led to the complete
industrialization of the
slave trade. Here the
traders felt more or less
sheltered from surprise
attacks. Pictured here are
the Forts of Crevecceur
{left) and James Fort at
Acra.



19. Crevecceur
("heart-break’"),
well named... the
Europeans were
proud of these
fortresses scat
tered the length
of the slave coast.
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20. It was the French who founded the
Fort of Judah, or Quidah, which was finally
destroyed in 1726 by the army of the King
of Dahomey.

21. The British fort of Anamabou, on the
Gold Coast, remains standing today. “On
arock ledge, at about 1640 feet from the
hills which form the border of this part
of the coast, with its red brick walls under
a whitewashed facing, its elegant spiral
staircase and its cool arcades ..." (Pope-
Hennessy)

22. The French merchants from Nantes and
La Rochelle complained bitterly that the
English drove them out of Anamabou where
business was prosperous.
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23. The town of Kong was, for a

long time, the most important
commercial center in the Niger loop
on the lvory Coast.

24. Cape Coast Castle, on the
Ivory Coast, belonged to the Royal
African Company. The Gold Coast
proved worthy of its name as it
was the paradise of the slave
traders: 25 European forts and
approximately 30 markets.

25. The most important fortress
of the Gold Coast: The Mine or
“El Mina”. Impregnable from the
sea, more accessible by land,
El Mina, also called St. George's
Fort. was upheld by four bastions.
In the bay. to the East. the boats
came to anchor.
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26. Itwasin 1637 that the
Dutch, under the orders of
the Count Maurice of Nassau,
conquered the fortress “El
Mina", which belonged to the
Portuguese. “El Mina” was
also the generic name given
by the Portuguese to the
entire coastline because the
Africans mined their gold in
this region.

of “El Mina” in 1481.
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They believed that

27. The Portuguese began the construction |
[

it was necessary to capture the slaves in

order to “save the souls of the Negroes.”

I
|
41 ]






28, 29. It is appalling to realize
that, towards 1830, approximately
four centuries later, the slaves
were treated in the same cruel and
inhuman manner.

—
30. It must be said that the French slave
traders believe or pretend to believe that
the inhabitants of Africa do not really
belong to the human race —and, therefore,
have no soul. The Portuguese will not have

the guile to come up with such a firm

belief — but that will, in no way, prevent

them from practicing the slave trade on a
large scale, with a little less cruelty how-
ever, than other people.




31. Once taken prisoner, the black slaves
were led to forts where they waited to

embark. their hands and feet bound toge
ther This 1s stull the custom In certain

ountries



32. This bludgeon was one of the many
instruments of torture which was used by
the Europeans and the torturers of runa-
way Negro slaves.

33. The branding irons which were used
to mark the slaves. Each prisoner was
marked with a special brand to facilitate
the identification of runaway slaves. Each

country had its particular region for brand-
ing: the cheek, the arm, the stomach.
According to several sources, one brand
used was “a pipe on the left breast.”
“One uses a heated blade of thin metal,”
wrote Father Labat, an Antillian monk,
“and the area to be branded is rubbed with
tallow and covered with a piece of oiled
paper. The brand is applied, the skin
becomes swollen and the letters appear
in relief, never to disappear.”

L .
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35. This comely dwelling on the Island of
Gorée in Senegal. belonged to a slave
trader. Below were the dungeons for the
slaves and. above, the spacious living

quarters of the traders
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trance of this house in

the
Senegal, in which many
sad events took place

37. Two old
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38. Taken in launches to the slave ships,
those of the Negroes who had not already
commited suicide were embarked, trem-
bling with fear.

Many Negroes believe that they are going
to be eaten. Some of them do not hesitate
to commit suicide, sometimes in an atro
cious way like swallowing their tongues or
eating earth
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39. As the ships set sail, heart-
breaking farewells were said.
Those who had tried to free the
captives wept at the sight of their
black brothers and sisters being
taken away.

40. As the long white African
beaches and the coconut trees
became hazy in the distance.
the second part of the famous
“triangular voyage" began for the
slave ship and its crew, sailing
with its miserable cargo towards
the West Indies.




2. — Crossing the Ocean

41, 42. This low-relief from the King of
Abomey’s palace shows, in its traditional
simplicity, a slave ship On board, the
rew calms revolts and scenes of violence
It was of these scenes that Gericault did

a series of sketches









43. The slaves were delivered to the
captains hand-cuffed and tied together.
They were kept in this manner on board
where other means of torture awaited them
should they try to rebel.

44-51. Different chains (of the era) with
which the unfortunate Negroes were bound
together by arms, legs and necks, either
separately or in groups.

55










52. The officers, here a
Dutch captain, headed the
bow toward a lost corner
on the other side of the
Atlantic: Barbados or Martin-
ique. Even aboard the
tidiest ships run by the most
humane of captains, sickness
and death ran rampant
among the slaves.

53. The crew aboard the
slave ships was made up
of thirty to forty sailors.
During war time, the number
was increased to fifty or even
one hundred men. The staff
was usually composed of a
second captain, two lieute-
nants and one or two ensigns.
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54. A cross-section sketch of the English
slave ship, Brooke; the captives were
stowed between the hold and the forward
deck in the two between-decks of which

the height on this ship was only 5 feet
9 inches! There were so many Negroes
packed in the between-decks that when
they lay down, there was not one inch of
space between them.

59



55. The blacks were stretched out face
to face in two lines. [n the space
between their feet were others lying
down. The ship was packed to the brim.
The carpenters belonging to the crew
strengthened the slaves’ cages. the
hatchways were shut with padlocks and
iron bars and the portholes were blocked.
The men were separated from the
women by a nail-covered wall. As
regards the boatswain, he had long ago
brought out his set of chains, hand-cuffs
and neck irons

60
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56. A slave ship headed toward
Brazil. When the ship was fully
loaded, the slaves received air
only from the portholes of the
between-decks. They were
allowed one short walk a day in
order to “empty the pails” and
avoid asphyxiation.

63
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57, 58. Models of slave ships. On the
Vigilante, the between-decks were
only four and one-half feet high.

59. This cross-
section shows
the condition of
the slaves’ quar-
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ters on board.

65



60. On board, the most frequent sick-
nesses were scurvy, dysentery, and the
“pian”, a skin disease. The high mortality
rate led to a large number of suicides,
mostly among the women. Falconbridge,
2 doctor-aboard an_English _slave—ship.
reported that the floors of the compart-
ments were covered with_so_much_blood..
anmm dysentery cases that
it looked like a slaughter house.

“Experience proves,” wrote Ducasse, “that
religion and music are a great aid to
those suffering from melancholy.” Even
though the Negroes had no belief in God,
they were forced to pray three times a
day. They were also made to dance,
under the threat of a whipping with the
famous cat-o-nine tails, to a hurdy-gurdy
or a violin, to keep them “gay and cheery.”

66

61. Unlike the men, the women were
not chained up for the crossing. During
the periods of aeration, they encoun-
tered their husbands or brothers.
However, most of them were used for
the pleasure of the seamen during their
free time.







62. The distractions
offered by the slave
traders to their cap-
tives did not originate
in any way out of a
feeling of humanity
or good-will, as it is
known, but from the
same reason that
their food was ins
pected by the surgeon
on board. Their food,
in quality as well as
quantity, could not
be inferior to that of
the crew.

68




63. Although the slave trade was a lucrative
commerce, which enriched the shipowners
and crews, it was necessary to survive
the hazards. The revolts on board and pirate
ships made the slave trade one of the most
dangerous businesses that existed.
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64, 65. The slave revolts during the
crossing revealed a savagery of which
the ships’ logs related all the horrors.
In general, the revolts were not successful
but did result in several deaths. It was
not unusual that men, still alive, were
thrown into the sea. A French officer
wrote in his log that: “Yesterday, at
0800 hours, we made fast the most
offensive slaves ... by four limbs and lying
on their stomachs on deck, and had them
whipped. Furthermore, we left deep cuts
in their buttocks to remind them of their
faults.  When they were bleeding, we
rubbed gun powder_ JUTCE, picking
m&%mm
rom settin mos{_ 0 5urn

em e put the chief in irons and
hand—cuffed him, to let him die as slowly

as possible.”

71
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SHIPPED, by the %er 2[/ QOD, in good order and well-con&'d
in and upon the good Aip, called The T g 2zzs . . .
voyage,  ~- CErg e A e r e _ and now rid
and by’GOD’: grace, bound for . £ 2 s X /ﬂaf i
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with primage and average accustomed, — In witness whereof the mast
bills of lading, all of this tenor and date ; one of whick bills being @
GOD send the good ship to her desired port in safety.  Amen.—

L4

Bk o 4




o jf‘é//f 'z
) under GOD Jor thiz prese
zd/i ()71}///’ [ns

Carrey _ - . . .
well J ot the X -

T = SErviR PovR L
,..“t-b—.m-. - ST ""“t
mc//e/l?/&ty | /O /x*)\g}; DE £ A<

-------- e | - COSTE DOR EN<«
purser of the said dip hath affrmed to Leoree " | Pt (5 B
7«/3';(#.1'54;-_1:0 l Tt uv F\_k_‘_ f_j&v

i sy /4 _,//'/ /Z’N | J
: é = i750
G Al




68, 69. When the slaveshipswerepursued, — miserable cargo into the sea where they
the captains sometimes had to throw their  were quickly devoured by the sharks.




70. In addition to the attacks of pirates
and revolts on board, other dangers, surh
as storms, awaited the slave ships ....

77




3. — The Slave Markets

71. When, at last, the slave ship reached the American continent, numerous formalities
awaited them: health check-ups, arrival taxes, the overhauling of the “cargo.”

72. "The Islands,” for the English, were first of all Jamaica and then Barbados; for the
French, Martinique and Fort St. Pierre, Puerto Rico and St. Domingue.

73. The port of Cayes St. Louis, on the island of St. Domingue, with its taverns and grass
huts, is ready to receive the slave ships coming from Africa.




74. Thelittleisland of Dominique, an English

possession, and its port, Roseau, were
equally sought after by the slave ships.

75. St. Christopher, or St. Kitts, an island
in the Lesser Antilles, is a place equally

important in the history of the slave trade.
Discovered by Christopher Colombus in
1493, colonialized by the English in 1623,
dividéd between them and the French in
1625, the island became completely English
afterward.

79
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76. The sugar
refineries ran all
night at the port
of Nippe (St-Do-
mingue); their
fires served as a
signal for ships
at sea.

77. A view of
Cape Francis,
again on St. Do-
mingue, with its
fort, hospital and
watch-tower and
luxurious vege-
tation: pistachio,
jujube and ba-
nana trees, or-
chids, sugar cane.

78. The slave
ship laid-up ...
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79, 80. The formalities completed, the
cargo was disembarked. A physical reha-
bilitation, similar to those of the “re-
freshing” ports, is indispensable before the
auction. For, if the landowners are consi-
dered tricky, the slave traders certainly

cannot be called choir boys. They will
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“dope’* the captives by feeding them more
frequently, give them a gentle purging
(preferably with grape juice), make them
take a bath and rubing their sores
with balm. Touched up, the mer-
chandise is ready. A gunshot announces
the auction.
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SLAVES AT SALEL,

CWEITTEOU'T IRIESE X WIE..

BY BEARD,CALHOUN & CO.

ARD. Auctioneer,

WILL BE SOLD AT AUCTION ON

Tuesday, Jan. thh,

AT 12 OCLOCK, AT BANKS ARCADE, THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED MVEGRODNS:

l. ll(nl\ 13 years of nze n zrifie, cood SONAYL azedd 2= aeaes o tichd handg title
fae u-,n ol gueranticd sad epeate torrainn and Engiih -
9 J(Dll years of wweon Hikely nee 24 yenrs, nozonl cook,

gre. beasr uru.u.hum waiter  (ally gasraaried
3. JANE, nged 2.0 yenrsoa sery superlor
washrr, iranrr. geod $mrricas rook aad huasr momaa falls gueraniied
4. MARY. nged 24 years and child
ald atrany weman good masber. iraace asd Amrriraacuat
3. EDWIN, aged 27 years, u grl
an r1esileat maiter. sirward. and tru
6. ENTHER,
telligrat and rlrealy cooh.

L\'.\'H. ag

s
I about 26

run asar fean thoe plan

wlikely nman,
) shnens o and fally

Daase o
eged 8,
seld ta g

-rnnms CASH. Acts of sule before J. R. BEARD, N
1he parchaser
AA.SO,

The follow Ing described Shyves sold for account of Mr. Meury Dencon, wha hiiled to comply
ok tbe trrms af oale madr far (be srranet of the Nacressima of € L1 ELWAN deer

The Negress MATHILD A azeil nbout 2D years n

warrs inetraciinae

atary Public i the expense of

TO BE SOLD on board the

Ship Bance. Ylard, on tuefday the 6th

of May next, at Afley-Ferry 3 a choice
cargo of abour 250 fine hcalthy

NEGROES,

81, 82, 83. The sale is organized Ju{t arrived fr.om rhc
with care and announced with Windward & Rice Coatt.
much publicity. Posters are put —The utmoft care has
up close to the church or the alr:ady been takcn, and
cabarets. Letters are sent to fhall be continued. to kccp them free from

the largest land-owners and to thc 1{'3& dangcr Of bCil".g infc&cd with the

the slave merchants SMALL-POX, no boat having been on
- board, and all other communication with
people from Charles-Town prevented.

Aultin, Laurens, & sppleby.

A. B. Full oneHalf of the sbove Negroes have bad the
>MALL-POX in their own Couniry,




HEWLEIL & DbRilrdl,

PSALE of
YALUABLE

&

k'4

(On account of departure)

The Owner of the following named and valuable Slaves
being on the eve of departure for Europe, will cause th
same to be offered for sale, at the NEW EXCHANGE
corner of St. Louis and Chartres streets, on Safurday
May 16, at Twelve o’Clock, viz.

1. SARAH, a mulatress, aged 45 years, a good cook and accustomed 1t

house work in general, is an exceilent and faithful nurse for sick pervons. and in every respect a first rate character,

2. DENNIS, her son. a mulatto, aged 24 years, a first rate cook and stew

ard for a vessel. having been in that capacity for many years on board one of the Mobile pecketss is -lrlrllv honest. temperat
and a first rate subject.

3. CHOLE, a mulatress, aged 36 vears, she is, withont execption, ome o

the most competent servants in the country, a first rate washer and ironer, does up lace, a good cook, snd for a bachelor wh
wishes a house-keeper she wonlid be invainable: she j is also a good ladies’ maid, having travelled to the North in that cape

iy
4. FANNY, her daughter, a mulatress, aged 16 years, speaks Freach an

English, Is a superior hair-iresser. (popil of Goilliac,) a good seamsiress and ladies’ maid, in smart, intelligent, and a fir
rate character,

5. DANDRIDGE, a mulatoo, aged 26 years, a first rale dining-room se
vamt, a good painter and rongh carpenter, and bhas but few eqnals for hosesty .-"d sobriety.

6. NANCY, his wife, aged about 24 years, a confidential house servan
aood ker and tail , & good cook, washer and ironer, ete.
7. MARY ANN, her child, a creole, aged 7 years, speaks French an

English, is smart, active and intelligent.

8. FANNY or FRANCES, a mulatress, aged 22 years, is a first ral

washer and ironer, good cook and house servant, and has sn excellent character.

9. EMMA, an orphan, aged 10 or 11 years, speaks French and English

has been in the rountry 7 years, has been acenstomed to waiting on table, rewing ete. 1 is intelligent and active.

10. FRANK, a mulatlto, aged about 32 years speaks French and Englisl

is a first rate hostler and coschman, undersiands perfretly well the m.nlmmenl of horses, and is, in every rv-p«l, u fir
rate character, with the exception that he will occasionally drink, though not an habitual drankard.

277" All the above named Slaves are acelimated and e:relleul subjects; they were purchased by their prese
vendor many years ago, and will, therefore, be severally warranted agninst all vices and maladies prescribed by law, se
and except FRANK, who is fully guaranteed in every other respeet but the one sbove mentioned,



i BY PUBLI¢ AUCTYION,: -,
On MONDAY tho I8th of MAY. 1829,

% wvnnn'rm'rnnns.
oA ¥ Fouiuu.n, N

i THE THREE,F o

&LAWES

HANNIBAL, nbout 30 Years old, an exccllent House Se .(GMM
WILLIAM, nbout 33 Yenrs old, a Lalourer. ‘
NANCY, an exeelient House Servant

d Nurse. : ‘
The MEN Lslonging te “ LEECK'S " and the WOMAN _aaT e
e e . F e
' TO BE LET, __ Ao

n the usual conditions of the Miger finding t

84, 85, 86. The deals take place sometimes on board, sometimes on the pier
and sometimes in the “savannah” where the “cattle” rest.







1200

120 DOLLARS!
- Y0 NEEROES ||

TUE undersiknrd wishes to parchase a lnrge lotof \EGROES
for the New Orlenne mnrket. 1 will pay %1200 10 X125 lor
1-. I young mcn, snd x«30 te 31000 for Ne. 1 young women.
In tact § will pny mere for likely

LEGEOES

‘l'-l.ly other trader in Kentucky., My office Is adjoining

the Breadway leotrl, on Brondway. Iexington, Ky,, where lor i {
mv Awent can aiwnvs be fonnd. "
3
r =~ |}
Davenport Elils. Lewie Livingstem. Y
r ~

| ELLIS & LIVINGSTON,
AUCTION AND COMMISSION DEPOT,

| FOR THE SALK oF

|

ANEGROES.

COLUMBUS,--""" GOEORGIA,

3 #7"We neither buy nor sell NEOROES om our owa ac:oust ,J-.'J
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87, 88, 89. The clients are admitted to
view the merchandise two or three days

before the auction.
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The Negroes are
“purchase groups”.
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90. In selling them to the settlers, very
often families, lovers, and friends are
separated, as well as those who were
companions on board

90
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91. Numerous sales of slaves took place
in the Southern part of the United States,
in Charleston, South Carolina, in Louisiana
at New Orleans. Also in Newport, Rhode
Island. This painting of 1852 and located
now at Yale University, shows that the
slave auctions were still being held at that
time, hardly one hundred years ago.




to fight slavery in the United States.

92. Lincoln, during his first visit to New

93. Ifthe Negroes represent for the colonists

Orleans, attended a slave auction and was

a necessary labor force without which they

so disgusted that he resolved immediately

o

L

e

e

At

AUCTION-ROOM WHERE THEY WERE sOLD.”

‘HE STOOD 1IN TIE



could not have prosperous plantations, the
slave market constitutes, in addition, a
genuine fun fair of a particularly curious
type, where white families, women and
children included, get together with
pleasure and the ladies try to surpass each
other in elegance.
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94, 95. The sale prices sométimes undergo
considerable variations. What is more,
there are often slaves that no one wants.
A young and able-bodied man certainly
always finds a buyer at a.good price but it
is evidently not the same for the weak and
the aged. The sellers do not hesitate to
dye the old people’s hair completely, as
well as the men’s beards. Even so, the
inevitable "leftovers” sometimes have to
be sold for next to nothing

94
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96. The slave markets reached as far as
Rio de Janeiro in Brazil
s the “Quarry” in which one

The most brutal

Juction w

many slaves as possible and

bought them immediately.

Sometimes these auctions provided occa-
sions of reunion and rejoicing for the
white men
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97, 98, 99, 100, 101. A series of sales
contracts. The price of a slave was difficult
to estimate. The officers of the slave
ships were usually interested in these
deals. The shrewd dealers bought slaves
in order to resell them. sometimes for a
profit of 100%.
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102. The payments were made in silver
promissory notes or in merchandise. But
in general, the accounts were settled
with the produce of the islands: sugar
offee, cotton, indigo

100
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103, 104. The slave markets of St. Au
gustine in Florida. The bronze plaque at
the entrance of the building indicates that
from 1605 to 1765, it served as a military
guard post and a look-out tower. Under
the English regime, auctions were held
there and it became a “'slave market.”
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4. — Slavery

105. After the auction, the majority of the men and a great number of women became
plantation Negroes. They were employed in the cultivation of the sugar cane or other
colonial produce.

106. The conviction that Negroes were not capable of suffering as much as the whites
from a total transplantation was wide-spread in Europe and America. To demonstrate
that their nervous system was less delicate than that of the Europeans, the whites did not
hesitate to make use of the form of their heads. their pigmentation. and their hair for
grafting. An exception was sometimes made in the case of a Negro mistress, either free
or captive, for they could not deny the great beauty of the women.

g
LT

wf




Most of the Negroes worked either
naked or dressed in rags
an ancient chronicler,

a third of the Guinean

new environment and the work-life
Negro could not be evaluated at more

than

103
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108, 109. An indigo and sugar refinery. The “com-
mander” worked the Negroes until eleven o’clock at
night during the harvest. He harrassed them incessantly,
“even when the sun was beating down on their heads"".

110. In spite of the famous Black Code issued in 1685
by Colbert and which, it was said, “obliged the masters
to treat their slaves no longer as objects but as human
beings,” the plantation Negroes were, in fact, condemned
to endless hard labor.




111. This “Little Negro Boy Guarding his
Mistress,” painted by Carvallo during the
18th century and located now in the
Chateau of Villandry (Indre and Loire),
recalls that the settlers in Martinique and
Guadeloupe occasionally sent their favorite
young Negroes, or those who showed
promise, to Paris in order to improve their
knowledge of the domestic arts. Their

106



destiny was obviously preferable to that
of their brothers who had to remain on the
Islands.

112. “There is nothing more miserable
than the condition of these people,” wrote
Father Charlevoix. "Their food consists of
plant roots; their houses resemble dens ...
their furniture consists of several gourds .

their work is almost continuous ... no salary;

twenty lashes with the whip for the

slightest mistake.”

113. Living in miserable conditions, over-
whelmed with work and often mistreated,
the Blacks began to dream of escaping
from their Hell.
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50 REWARD

RANAWAY from the subscriber, on
the night of the Zd instant, a negre man,
who calls himself Henry JMay, about 22
years old, 5 feet 6 or 8 inches high, or=
dinary color, rather chunky built, bushy
head, and has it divided mostly on one
side, and Keeps it very miccly combed;
has been raised in the house, and is a first
rate dining-room servant, and was in a
tavern in Louisville for 18 months. 1

mert=expect he is now in Louisville (rying te
make his escape to a free state, (in all probability to Cinciunati, Ohio.) Por-
ha{a he may try to get employmeat on & steamboat. He is a good cook, and
is handy in any capacity as a house servant. Had on when helefl. a dark
cassinett coatee, nnd dark striped cassinett pantaloons, new—he had other
clothing. 1 will give 850 reward if taken in Louisvill; 100 dollars if” taken
one hundred miles from Louisville in this State, and 150 dollurs if taken ouf
of this Ntate, and delivered to me, or sccured in any jail so that ¥ can get him
again. o WILLIAM BURRKE. °

Bardstoen, Ky., September 3d, 1838.

114. Certain slaves were successful in
their attempts to escape, but the hunt was
well organized. Proof of this can be found
in this notice by which a certain William
Burke offers a reward of $ 100 to whom-
ever finds and returns Henry to him,
perfect valet and cook, whom he believes
is in Louisville on his way to Ohio, an
independant state, or just ready to embark ....
The runaway slaves, in flight to the
mountains and valleys, went from hiding

place to hiding-place, suryiving by means
of theft and pillage

115. If the fate of the domestic slaves

appeared, at first sight, to be easier, it
should be remembered that they were
subject to the whims of their masters and

above all, their mistresses, and, as soon as

108




they became disgraced, they were sold.
116. The attempts at rebellion were brutally
suppressed. The Negroes were accused
of various acts of vengeance and terrorism
for which it is difficult to blame them when
the monstrosities of the Whites are taken
into account. In 1788, for example, “Le
Jeune” interrogated two Negresses, using
fire as torture. They were put in neck irons
and their feet, legs and then thighs were
burned. The unfortunate did not survive.
The torturers amused themselves also by
using enormous spoons to pour boiling
sugar cane or lard on the Negroes' heads
Tearing out teeth, castration, burying alive,
and coating heads with sugar to attract flies
were among the other atrocities practised on
a nearly daily basis.

109



117. In order to catch fugitive slaves, the the punishment that awaited them was
settlers set dogs on their trails. If they even worse.
were not torn to death by the furious dogs,




118. Whipped, buried alive, beaten to deserves to have, one day, its revenge.
death under the eyes of their masters And in the Antilles, a bloody awakening
(which we see taking place in the fore was being prepared

ground of this scene), the Negro “cargo”
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119 120. The upper engraving depicts the manner in :

which the Portuguese whipped fugitive slaves; the lower . ‘
illustrates a more severe punishment invented by a Frenchman ! 4
from Martinique: the two legs were tied together and the slave s

was forced to hop in order to move. Or, the leg was simply .. "

cut off at the thigh.
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121,122, Itis not necessary to comment on these pictures. Sir Hans
Sloane, an English scholar who was in the West Indies in 1686,
relates that for certain misdemeanours, the Negroes were tied to the

ground and crooked sticks were attached to their limbs. They were
then slowly burned alive, first the hands and the feet and then
gradually all of the body up to the head. Castration was the
punishment for minor offenses, unless half of a foot was cut off with
a hatchet. An attempt to escape was punished by chains around the
ankles or the neck, heavy bracelets or iron collars, and by the
forceful introduction of a spur into the mouth.

113







123. Here again, the monstrous punish
ment of having a Negro buried alive by
his fellows. In the testimony of an Irish
general who was in Barbados in 1780,
it was written that: | perceived a young
Negro, about nineteen years old, entirely
naked, wearing around his neck an iron
collar reinforced on the outside by five
long spikes. His body, in front and
behind, was covered with wounds. His
stomach and thighs were nearly in shreds,
covered with oozing sores. It would have
been possible to put a finger in some of
the whip cuts. He could not sit down due
to his wounds in this area, and it was
impossible for him to lie down because of
the spikes in his iron collar” {quoted by
Pope-Hennessy)
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124. Another punishment: a sort of cruci-
fixion on the ground; as shown here, three
pegs held the slave to the earth while he
was being whipped. This scene takes
place at Bertin Square in St. Pierre, Marti-
nique

125. As if the revolts against the whites
and the resulting punishments did not
suffice, the English and French Negroes
ame to blows and fought amongst them
selves, as shown in this scene, which
takes place on Domintque Island
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126. The sadism of the whites was prac
ticed on the women as well. The law
permitted that they, as the men, could be

given thirty-nine lashes of the whip. Not a
fortieth But forbidden to
begin the thirty-nine again, a little later

11 was not

117



127. A terrible Black rebellion took place
on St. Domingue, in 1791, under the
leadership of the Negro “King" Jacoquin.
Numerous French perished, were beheaded,
strangled and cricified. The excesses of the
whites provoked reprisals from the Negroes
as well as the practice of voodoo and
witchcraft

128. The Miseries of Slavery, the work of
a certain S.M. Slander, appeared in
London during the last century; various
wood engravings, copied from the original
designs, accurately reproduce the torture
instruments used on the unfortunate
Blacks: chains, iron collars, “boots’ of
ron, et
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129. The third and last leg of the triangular voyage brought the ships to their port
of disembarkment; it was very rare that the entire voyage lasted less than a year.

130. Certain ships
disappeared with all
hands, some were
victims of pirates,
others were hailed
by privateers, and still
others sank due to
storms Here, the
Céres, a small English
slave ship is shown
fighting the elements
on her return route
from the Islands to
Liverpool in 1804
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5.— The Slave Traders

131. As time passes, the slave trade
becomes a trade which no longer
dares to speak its name. It also
becomes more insolent and ferocious.
The slave traders do not hesitate to
change the names of the ships, some-
times to the point of camouflaging the
original nationality. ltisin this way that
a French boat becomes a so-called
Spanish one, then a Portuguese one.

Nantes




132, 133, 134. Which are the ports that
strived to regain the slave ships? In France,

Nantes merited the name “city of the
slave ships”. Bordeaux, St. Malo, and La
Rochelle prospered as well, thanks to the
slave traders.

135. ...In the Netherlands, it is Amster-
dam. The Dutch Company of the West
Indies, founded in 1621 by Charte in this
city, was concerned almost exclusively
with the slave trade. This company trans
Negroes from West Africa to
the Island of Curacao, to the Antilles from

ported the

122

Saint-Malo

La Rochelle

where they were smuggled into the
Spanish and Portugese colonies in the
New World.

136. In England, the slave trade was con-
centrated mainly in three ports: London,
Bristol and Liverpool. Here, the customs
officer in Liverpool. “In 1792, when the
slave trade was at its peak,”” wrote the
historian R. Muir, "it was estimated that
Liverpool benefited from five-eighths of the
total English slave commerce and from
three-sevenths of the slave trade of all the
European nations.”
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137. As regards Bristol, it did not take long
for it to snatch, though not without diffi-
culty, the supremacy from London and
reached its peak in 1739 when fifty-two
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ships, equipped for the slave trade, were
ready to sail from their port at the junction
of the Froom and Avon Rivers.

138. The rise of Liverpool on the hazy
banks of the Mersey, “of which one could
say that its constructions were cemented
together by Negro blood,” must be attri
buted to the ruse of its merchants who
were the first to realize the value of the
smuggling of slaves, offering to the
settlers of Jamaica and other islands,
Negroes who cost them four or five pounds
less by head than those sold by the traders
from Bristol or London
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139. At Nantes, the slave ships carried mostly sugar, but also coffee, indigo and cotton.
With the money from the “returns” came the great prosperity.




VENTE PUBLIQUE

DE PRISE A NANTES

:er > Brumaire an six[ 23 Octobre 1797 ], a neuf heures dumatin ;
| sera proceédé dans une des salles du Sanitat , par le Juge-de-paix du

sizieme arrondissement, en présence du contréleur de la marine et du -

eceveur des douanes, 4 la vente et adjudication du navire la Catherine, et
le sa cargaison, prise du corsaire le Duguai-Trouin , capitaine Dutache,
wrmateur Frangois Dessaulx , de Nantes.

Drorts. CARGAISON.
L T T ———

2 liv. du quintal net. 276 boucauts de tabac en feuilles.
3 fous par chaque 100

Farie b } 7 quarts de falaifons.

idem. 2 bariques, & un quart biscuir.

CoNDITIONS DE LA VENTE.

arch e 3 . . 1 1
Les marchandifes ci - deflus feront pourroient étre fur lefdites marchan ment fur Nantes on Paris, & deux
ndues en [letat ot elles font,, et fe difes, méme celui de I'enregiftrement , usances ; ce terme datera de huit jours
veront a la livrafon , fans choix ainfi qu'un pour mille fur le montant aprés célui de [a vente & fera de

140. This notice of a public sale in Nantes 141. It was during the 1730’s that the
in 1797 proves that the capture of a slave elegant mansions in Nantes, some of which
ship by a privateer could bring considerable still exist today, were constructed. The
sums of money into the till of the ship hotels on Feydan lIsland and the right

owners. In 1789, France received 185 bank, the houses in Trochon des Loriére
million colonial products from the Islands, and Perrée de Villetreux: “The fluvial
half of which she exported to Africa and facade has a noble and grand air,” com
the Antilles mented the slave traders themselves.
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142. Turenne Alley, in
Nantes: the oval courtyard
of a building. An English
explorer wrote in 1787: "The
Opera district is magnificent;
the streets are made of
ashlar and meet at right
angles...” The author is proud
to be received in the home
of Mr. Villeboisnet, the owner
of a slave ship.

143, 144, Almost as well-
known as the farmer-gene-
rals, the ship owners from
Nantes, enriched by the
slave trade were: Michel,
Grou, Trochon, Montaudou-
nin, Périssel, Bouteller. When
they were successful, they
were enobled: Sarrebourse of
Hauteville, Espivent of Ville-
boisnet, of Launey, the Count
of Wailsh, etc. They did not
hesitate to use Negroes’
heads as decoration in the
magnificent mansions which
they built.
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145. The ship owner had to go through
a series of formalities of which the Congé,
a sort of declaration in the following
terms, was one: "'For the ships which
sailed to the lIslands and other French
colonies, or which returned to France.
Louis Jean-Marie of Bourbon, Duke of
Penthiévre, of Chateau-Vilain and of Ram-
bouiller, Admiral of France, governor and
lieutenant-general to the King in the pro-
vince of Brittany. Let it be known to all
that we have given permission and a
passport to ... Captain of the French ship ...
from the port of ... tonnage, presently in
the port of Havre to leave the aforesaid
port and sail to the port of ... whose cargo
shall be merchandise for the slave trade ..."".
It was this document which legalized the
slave trade.
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6. — Abolition of the
Slave Trade

146. At Nantes, the Salorges Museum
s a gold mine of souvenirs and documents
ng the slave trade, and at Kingston
the Wilberforce

concerni
ipon-Hull in Yorkshire
House is now an elegant museum. The
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famous parliamentarian and philanthropist
William Wilberforce, born in this house In
Thomas

1759, was to become, with
Clarkson, the liberator of the slaves (both

men pictured above)
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147. In France, the slave trade was attack-
ed for the first time when the German,
Pufendorf, in his work The Law of Nature
and People, maintained, in 1672, that
slaves did not exist “by nature” and that
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the majority of men considered slavery
as “an evil to which death is preferable”.
The French Revolution dealt a blow to the
traders which was enforced by the ferocious
revolt on St. Domingue.
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148. The legend of this illus-
tration attributes the following
remark to the Negro: “Oh! My
master can die and who knows
into whose hands | will fall ...
No one will ever protect me.
No, Sir, | prefer to be free.”
In New England, the Quakers
placed, very early, a curse on
the slave trade. In 1773, in
particular, they profited from
the experience of a new recruit,
a certain Moise Brown, a for-
mer slave trader converted to
the Quaker religion. He dedi-
cated the rest of his life to
fighting tooth and nail against
the slave trade and to de-
manding —with full knowledge
of the facts—-the abolition of
slavery.

149. William Wilberforce presented, one day, this cross-section of a slave ship to the
House of Commons in order to illustrate the horrible overcrowding of the slaves in the
ship’s holds. This exhibit can be found in the Hull Museum in Great Britain.
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150, 151. The abolition movement pro-
voked a wave of opposition and cynicism
of which the outcome was sometimes
bloody. Many authentic caricatures can
be found dedicated to the “Anglomaniacs”

3w moetony
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and “Anglophobiacs.”

These two caricatures represent: a) "The
contrast of English namers" b) an English-
man dyeing a white man black ... in order
to sell him as a slave!




152. It was King Louis XVIII who, after
the Revolution in France, achieved the
prohibition of the slave trade. England,

Denmark, Sweden, Chile and Holland had
already accepted.

It was twenty-seven
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years for Portugal, forty-five for the
Southern United States, and seventy-two
years for Brazil before they abolished
the slave trade.
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which was captured by a United States

153. More slaves on board the
steamer...
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1654, "The flag covers the merchandise.” One had recourse to all the ruses: this brig of
the last century is a slave ship —and sails under the American flag.

155. In 1806, the Mary from Liverpool, practises —illegally ~the slave trade. She will
be attacked, as we can see, by two British war ships.




PR CYMTRE SR T e =Py = v & F o rd F "
Aai. /.“n‘«{ wnn Lo et 10 Chig? o pn, mo li&:..a..,k Risodivon ane b5
-/I‘ ./t-, a—o.‘-.; f‘-/do t‘ué/. M—- ‘ll-/nwu Litn o1 slovas -v-lAu-..]
ol S0 sanlovs Lot Kareofflos o oo 4GB, 1 darigiatin fad of o dlot, Ok focfpte
/»-, (e mov snrdt La /a-nw.t.-/,.,h(.,(, AL«f shote thon Lo 4m vibossin ogusert
oot of Poue Canty aoslonmg (Fe Coarbitidinoran Untine LG5 shate o LBy hanar fron o
(ot Pilamon LR lnli JGT ot tnaks '-:/m 3

m;—-u.-—:-»&h-) e’ . —y
of 1 srntn o lﬂ.M@Lﬁ-{a-‘M oty r:a.'.u.d...7u.-—
st /Ll.bl,&,uya’uww "‘.‘ ”b‘ 7 r/ et
Y 2R 2V f.,..lr‘ M/—uu , & mev annle

Shiet ..7,..../..,.LF-M.,...:A..-=7 SRS E | =25 2. ofis 2Ty
7 (nye~ bopocn w-.-..._.ld...b,c;.uf fM-q ~ oy #.4‘6"7 », mh/,,tz..,
_f—-&.: ;-.......,a-.a..?,t“....?u’ nﬂ-l-/fu-u—/
ot /.. e Cimes ,7.‘2-1““ i Har e reniTo aate ,wll../..; _7//,.
sialsy sece bt B foofhe. Kt ey e ;»7 sfprices, Y e D B s
’e :-M—,M%Ls&:«/&a—v I‘“ﬂ‘{"af’7 e, -4
Al Mm-«.wnﬁ..az;a',a’" ,4‘.’(4,4_/,."..‘:., phase idonsdhas oo pnn
v o O e fBee oy V1 lantiih e dtine st 7.-&:&6 liniEs A58, 0o s oo
e u«t Ao 'f“‘“?'““" q Wﬁwr'-m,(./bt‘../,u.u
in e wiopleslin Lomili, ....LL:.M.#.' \tht‘d?/..-rm/.nﬂw..;‘
A.o‘-r,«....ufy...-.-...:,:,««zt. vb-r-ftl-hu-z.,ﬁ.«x.l,pw.lw.h.,

PRI

ol oo Lam Morns, it £~ gL, Lot at plikey phonss .0~7¢:-51f*

Sree Ch pracs Cicn s p00 o

%,

156. A reproduction of the Emancipation Proclamation, written on the 22nd of
September, 1862 by Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, who liberated
the slaves of the Confederacy and brought about the adoption of the Thirteenth
Amendment to the Constitution abolishing slavery throughout all of the U.S.A.
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157. An ancient allegorical engraving de-
picting the English officers announcing to
the Africans that the peace treaty of the
Allied Powers had been signed on the
20th October, 1815, thus suppressing the
Negro slave trade.




158. This engraving, also from the 19th
century, at one and the same time naive
and idyllic, reminds us that it was only
three generations ago that the European
traders ceased to treat the men, women,
and children of Africa as merchandise.

Alas ... “The Negro trade; trade of white
men .... Has one not seen in Europe, these

last years, slaves by the millions, forced
labor, victims crowded in stinking prisons,
death camps and leaded trucks? The race
of the slave traders is eternal. They are
sometimes so highly placed, enveloped in
such prestige, such sophisms, that one
does not recognize them and one admires
them. There is a little of this race in
every man.” (Ducasse)
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At that time a decree forbade
Portuguese subjects to engage in the
slave trade; but nowhere was it carried
out and it was not even published in
the district of Mozambique. The
slave trade continued to be practiced
under the Portuguese flag with the
connivance of Portuguese functionaries,
to the advantage of America and all the
adventurers in the colonies belonging
to Europe.

On August 24, 1839, the English
Houses of Parliament passed a bill
authorizing British cruisers to stop
Portuguese slave traders and the
courts of the vice-admiralties to judge
them. This punished one violation of
the rights of man by another. Portugal,
thus defeated, granted, by a treaty
made in July 1842, the right of
inspection and pursuit, judgment by
mixed commissions, the abligation to
demolish or sell the condemned ships,
the ranking of the slave trade with
piracy, the application of the punish-
ment just below the death penalty,
and freedom for the apprehended
slaves. It was necessary to deal with
Brazil in the same way in 1845 even
though the treaty of 1817 with Por-
tugal had been followed by a new
agreement on November 23, 1826.
More than 50.000 slaves were still

imported in 1849. A law of July 17,
1850 finally checked this abominable
traffic.

With Spain, the struggle lasted
21 years. The treaty of August 28,
1814, that of September 23, 1817,
whereby  England had promised
400,000 pounds sterling, the decree
of December 19, 1819, the additional
agreement of December 10, 1822
remained without effect. In Madrid,
the government forbade the slave
trade; in Havana, its agents encour-
aged the trade and profited by it;
all  the most energetic protests
were useless until June 28, 1835.
On that date, after the death of King
Ferdinand, the constitutional govern-
ment concluded an effective treaty with
England, at least for the slave trade
under Spanish flag.

5

Although the present United States
was still only a British possession at
the height of the slave trade, its
inhabitants proved themselves to be
big consumers of “ebony wood” and
remained so after the Declaration of
independence.
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The development of an area like
that of Carolina depended entirely on
black labor. Charleston  almost
considered itself honored to have
12 firms which specialized in the
retail sale of Negroes. Moreover,
the tax levied on the importation of
these slaves was used to finance the
construction of public buildings. Thus
the governor of Virginia declared at
the beginning of the 18th century:
“If we import a sufficient number of
Negroes, we can hope to raise enough
money to build a beautiful residence for
myself and construct a Capitol.”

There was not the same need for
slaves in New England. However,
many influential people were pleased
to count Negroes among their servants.
Furthermore, the important port of
Newport, in Rhode Island, rapidly
became a veritable turntable for the
slave trade which was mainly in the
hands of Portuguese immigrants, the
most famous of whom was Aaron
Lopez.

These Rhode lIsland slave traders
used small ships that were sent to
Africa filled with casks of rum, a new
commodity which soon found consid-
erable success among the petty
kings, who came to prefer it to the
traditional claths and small glassware.
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Just like the Europeans, the men of
Newport crammed Negroes into their
ships, and since the latter were flimsy,
the unfortunate blacks suffered even
more.

Such practices, it should be noted,
aroused the indignation of numerous
people and in the last third of the
18th century, the Rhode Island
Quakers rose with energy against
them. When a certain Moses Brown,
slave trader himself and brother of
slave traders, became a Quaker, he
disclosed everything that was happen-
ing and the campaign against the slave
trade took a decisive turn.

The abolition of the slave trade is
one of the articles of the Constitution
of the United States; but this article
only went into effect in 1807. Neither
all the treaty proposals addressed to
the government of Washington by
England in 1819, 1820, 1823, 1824,
1831, 1834, 1839, 1841, nor the
resolutions of Congress in 1821 and
1822 led to an agreement. The United
States always objected to the right
of search; however, by a treaty
concluded on August 9, 1842, the two
powers bound themselves to maintain
separately a naval force of at least
80 cannons to patrol along the
African coast (art. 8).



The implementation of the abolition
of the slave trade would have been
incomplete if influence had been
brought to bear only on the buyers
without exerting an influence on the
sellers. Treaties with the small powers
of Africa followed the treaties with the
great powers of Europe or America.
It could have been tempting to forcibly
abuse these minor monarchs ruling
with brutality over ill-defined territories
and unhappy subjects; England believ-
ed it worthy of herself to treat them
according to the law of nations. It
was in the best established practice of
the chancelleries that the British
government signed agreements with
Nama-Comba, chief of Cartabar in
Gambia, with Obi-Osai, chief of the
country of Abok on the shores of the
Niger; with Eyamba, chief of Calebar
or with Radama, king of Madagascar,
in 1841; then, in 1847, with almost
all the chiefs of the coasts of Bissagos,
Sierra Leone, the Congo, Gabon,
Loango. To give an idea of this kind
of agreement, we shall quote the
shortest one, concluded on March 7,
1841.

“"William Simpson Blount, lieutenant,
commander of Her Majesty’s steam-
boat, Pluton, in the name of Her
Majesty, Queen of England, and King

Bell of Bell Village in Cameroons, have
agreed to the following articles and
conditions:

Article 1. The two contracting parties
decide that, from the date of this
treaty, the sale and transport of slaves
or other persons, no matter who they
be, will completely cease on King
Bell's territory and wherever his
influence is felt, and that these persons
cannot be transferred from one point
of King Bell's territory to another
region, island or possession of any
prince or potentate. King Bell will
issue a proclamation and a law for-
bidding his subjects or any persons
subordinate to him, either to sell a
slave to be transported away from
the territory or to aid or encourage any
sale of this kind, on pain of severe
punishment.

Article 2. King Bell pledges his
word to notify Her Britannic Majesty’s
cruisers of the arrival of all slave trading
vessels which might enter the river.

Article 3. In consideration of this
concession by King Bell, and to remedy
the loss of revenues it causes, Lieu-
tenant W. S. Blount, in the name of
Her Majesty, undertakes to deliver
each vyear, for five vyears, to the
aforesaid King Bell, the following
articles: 60 guns, 100 pieces of cloth,
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two kegs of powder, two casks of
rum, a scarlet coat with epaulets, one
sword. The aforesaid gifts will be
delivered in exchange for a certificate,
signed by King Bell, stating that the
above conditions have been carried
out.”

In other treaties, more serious
conditions were introduced. Thus, in
the treaty with the heads of Malimba
(1847), it was agreed that no house or
store whatever could be built for the
slave trade; that the chiefs must
destroy those which would be or are
already constructed, and that, if they
did not do it, the English could demolish
them themselves as well as seize the
boats, and in this serious way prove
to the Malimba chiefs the Queen of
England’s displeasure.

It was also agreed that the Negroes
already held to be exported would be

turned over _t lish, to be
Eescorted to i i and freed.

n om of trade

was granted to the English. Agreements

—were signed in 1822 and 1839, then

renewed in 1845 with a more powerful
king, the Imam of Masgat who ruled
a large part of the eastern coast of
Africa, from the Persian Gulf to the
Portuguese possessions, including the
islands of Zanzibar, Pemba, Monfia.
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His states were the theater for the
odious slave trade carried on by the
Arabs. Negroes, loaded with produce,
were led to the coast, then sold with
their bundles into the bargain. From
this trade, the imam made more than
20,000 pounds sterling a year. In
1844, according to the statement of
Captain Hammerton, a child was sold
for 30 to 80 francs; a man for 80 to
160 francs; a woman for up to
190 francs, with the right reserved of
reselling her in the saddest of states
on the coasts of Arabia or Persia for
150 to 300 francs. Dead slaves were
thrown to the dogs.

The Iman Seid-Said promised to
give up the slave trade and to forbid it
to his subjects. A consulate was set
up in Zanzibar and English cruisers
were authorized to seize ships and
subjects of His Highness; but the
slave trade, nevertheless, continued to
be carried on there. A certain number
of treaties were concluded with Arab
sheiks on the western coast of the
Persian  Gulf. Since the 1845
agreement, France was associated
with some of these treaties and
concluded several others directly.
A commission of inquiry, appointed in
1853 by the House of Commons,
stated that there were, at this time,



between Great Britain and other
civilized powers, 26 treaties in force
for the suppression of the slave trade
and 65 treaties concluded with African
chiefs.

In 1824, a slave ship had just
kidnapped from the coast of Africa
14 Negroes who were to be transport-
ed to the West Indies when an English
cruiser gave chase to it. During this
chase, whose outcome left no doubt
considering the excellent state of the
English ship, several large floating
barrels passed by the side of the
cruiser. Little attention was paid to
this, the supposition being that the
slave ship had gotten rid of tons of
water which hampered its course.
A short time later, the boarding took
place and the English crew invaded
the deck of the slave ship, Young
Estelle. The surprise was great when
not one slave was found. But suddenly,
when groans started to come from a
large barrel placed in a corner, it was
opened and two almost dead Ne-
gresses, about 14 vyears old, were
discovered. The abject traffickers in

men had not had time to destroy this
last trace of their crime by sending
the barrel to follow the path of the
others which had been seen by the
English cruiser’s crew.

We find in the August 24, 1824
copy of The Royal Gazette and Sierra
Leone Advertiser a significant article
which follows: “We bring to the
attention of our readers a list of the
slave ships accosted by the boats of
His Majesty’'s vessel, Maidstone. It
is sad to think that, during one cruise
lasting only two months, these boats
had the occasion to visit 19 vessels,
all engaged in this shameful traffic,
and that our sailors did not have
permission to hinder them in this
unwarthy occupation. Ten of these
ships were under French colors; they
belonged to French ports, and we hope
it will be a new proaf, if such proofs
are still necessary, apt to convince
His Very Christian Majesty’s govern-
ment that the guilty trade we have so
often denounced is always practiced °
under the protection of his authority,
and even well beyond the means of
any other power; all of that in spite
of the opposition of the prohibitory
laws of France. Here then is the most
undeniable proof of the inefficacy of
these laws; either they fail to
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correspond to their aim or those who
are charged with carrying them out
corrupt them shamefully. All these
ships had French papers and the object
of their voyage was admitted in the
most open way and, as it were, with
pride by some of the skippers who
explained to our officers, when they
came aboard, how their victims were
to be stowed, what part of the ship
was destined for each, how many
they proposed to take along and
finally, all the horrible details of their
venture. The facts here speak for
themselves and if the French govern-
ment does not intervene in a more
determined way than it has done so
far, the world will think what we
believe, alas, is only too true, that this
great nation is reluctant to abolish
this heinous traffic.”

If, during a two month's cruise,
19 slave ships were encountered, what
must have been the proportion for a
whole year?

A well-proven fact is that the slave
traders became more ruthless the day
that slave trading was prohibited. The
acts of savagery related above are, in
fact, subsequent to this prohibition.
The slave traders, who never considered
the Negroes crammed together in the
hold as human creatures, in the event
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of a contravention did not hesitate to
try to escape punishment, even at the
price of their captives’ lives.

In the month of April, 1822, Lieu-
tenant Wildenay was sent down the
African coast with boats of the squad-
ron commanded by Sir Robert Wends;
it was not long before he discovered
off the city of Bonny, two schooners
and four brigs. There was: the
Yeanam, a Spanish schooner from
Havana, 306 tons burden, with 380
slaves aboard; the Vinca, another
Spanish schooner from Havana, 180
tons burden, 325 slaves aboard; the
Little Betzy, a French brig from Nantes,
184 tons burden, 318 slaves aboard;
the Ursula, a French brigantine from
Saint-Pierre-Martinique, 100 tons bur-
den, 347 slaves aboard; the Theodore,
a French brig which had not yet had
time to load its cargo. After a dogged
bat he slave shipé i e

_hands of Lieutenant Wildenay's boats,
but during the fight a great number of
been devoured by sharks. Some had
been shot.

—_—
The following is the most significant

episode: the schooner Vinca, when it
was taken, had on board a lighted
match hanging to the powder maga-
zine and placed in that spot by the



sailors of the ship’s company before
they threw themselves into the water
and swam to land. Fortunately an
English sailor saw the match and put
it out. The Vinca’s magazine contain-
ed an enormous quantity of powder,
and one spark would have blown up
325 unfortunate slaves. After the
event, the slave traders expressed keen
regret at having seen their plan,
worthy of ancient barbarism, thwarted.
Let us add that the 325 slaves were
found chained to each other not only
by the arms and the legs but by the
neck. More than 150 died during
the crossing from Bonny to Sierra
Leone despite the care they received.

A few last quotations will dem-
onstrate conclusively the cruelty of
the slave traders. At about the same
period, the following were the laconic
terms in which a Guadeloupe ship-
owner mentioned an act of cruelty
worthy of the preceding ones: “The
schooner Louisa, Captain Arnaud,
arrived at the cove of the Barque,
district of St. Anne-Guadeloupe, with a
cargo of 200 Negroes remaining from
a load of 275 that had been on board.
The ship being unable to carry so many
men, the surplus had been thrown
alive into the sea by the captain.”

The Sierra Leone newpaper says

elsewhere: “The Louis, commanded
by a man named Oiseau, while making
up its cargo of slaves in old Colebar,
stowed all of these unfortunates
between-decks and then closed the
hatchways for the night. When day
came, it was found that 50 of these
victims had expired in that cramped
and foul atmosphere. So the
commanding officer coldly ordered that
their bodies be thrown into the river
and he went ashore to attend imme-
diately to the task of completing his
wretched cargo by new purchases of
human creatures.”

Sometimes the slave traders were
more economical of the lives of their
sad prisoners, but the way they
found of fighting the impending suffo-
cation joined to the effects of home-
sickness was again a refinement of
cruelty. “Each day,” says Mr. Al-
boize, “they bring a certain number of
Negroes up to the deck; they take off
their irons, surround them with senti-
nels who guard them, gun in hand, and
order them to dance the favorite dance
of their country. Upon refusal from
the Negroes, whips resound; their
bodies are tortured to force them to
dance. The most timid begin; the
sailors encourage them with lashes of
the whip and soon the dance becomes

149



so alive and animated that it is difficult
to make it stop. This spectacle is
horrible to see. The Negro dancing
in spite of himself, carried along in
spite of himself by habit and pleasure,
giving howls of horrible sensual delight
which mix with the noise of the whips
and the tom-tom, while men propped
on the bulwarks are there to keep the
blacks from throwing themselves into
the sea; all that is hideous, all that is
dreadful... Then the Negroes take up
their chains again and sadly go back to
their cesspool, cursing their frantic joy
of a moment and crying with rage for
having succumbed to it.”

The shameful treatment inflicted by

the slave traders on their cargoes of
human flesh ha: than once,

crew was attacked by the unhappy
slaves who, although attached two by
two, flung themselves upon the sailors.
The latter had time only to entrench
themselves firmly and to make ready
for a regular set-to defence; the
struggle did not last long. The Negroes,
who only had pieces of wood as wea-
pons, were soon drained of blood,
exhausted and unable to fight. Once
they were beaten, haste was made to
pass them in review in order to see
and to note precisely the loss suffered
by the slave trader. Most were
covered with wounds: those would be
crippled, or would cost more in care
than they could be sold for; they were
gotten rid of like useless burdens by
ordering them to jump into the sea.

~—been the starting -point Jor.{M"The Negroes,” says the narrator,

_ aboard. We shall give one example. A
“Sfave ship loaded with 190 slaves,
was at sea when the commanding
officer thought he observed a plan for
a mutiny that was not yet completely
decided upon; he immediately had the
one he supposed to be the ringleader
seized and the unfortupate man was
brought on deck, martyred by the
crew and finally hurled into the sea.

But this example, far from producing
the desired effect, exasperated the
Negroes, and when night came, the
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“obeyed with a kind of joy. Those who
had no relatives jumped into the sea
then and there; those who still had
parents took just enough time to
embrace them and then disappeared
in the waves. In all, there were only
90 slaves left. They were sold in the
Barbados Islands.” ; .

The following is the last example to
crown this martyrology. One day an
English brig encountered a slave
ship that had been taking water for



several days; the brig hastened to take
on board not only the crew but also
the Negroes; shortly thereafter, the
slave ship was engulfed by the sea.
Then contrary winds came along,
delaying the crossing. Soon the men
of the brig started muttering among
themselves, calculating the amount
of provisions that remained. The

. o o T
captain, fearing a mutiny, met with the

group representing i lors. Then

and there, the sacrifice of the Negroes_

was decided.

But how to get rid of them? Drown
them? Almost all would remain afloat
and it would be too much trouble to
finish them off. The Negroes were
gathered together on the deck; two
cannons, loaded with bullets, were
pointed at them and a ventable
sIaug_Jer ensued. And yet, the people
“who were guilty of such an act belong-
ed to the nation which was the most
dreaded antagonlst from the humanl—
tarian point of view, of the slave trade

and the slave traders.
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this trade—Pcuriuguese, French,
English, Dutch, Americans—
and the fortunes they built up.
The struggles which the aboli-
tion of these practices gave rise
to, then the secret trade that
followed as a result deserve to
be mentioned.

Isabelle Aguet, a Swiss jour-
nalist, has been associated with
the editorial staff of a leading
Swiss magazine for many years.
She has chosen to record the
essential, as well as the most
striking aspects of the History
of the African Slave Trade after
studying all the basic docu-
ments devoted to the subject.
A unique aspect of this work is
the extensive collection of
period illustrations, gathered
through intensive research, and
with the help of the few
specialized museums, in parti-
cular Wilberforce House in
Kingston upon Hull and the
Museum of Les Salorges at
Nantes. The documentation
and annotated, period illustra-
tions together form a volume of
unique scope and character.
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