The Mousetrap by Agatha Christie

Costumes

By Lily Higginbotham




Overview

A classic murder mystery play where seven
strangers, snowed in at a remote country
guesthouse called Monkswell Manor, discover
that a murderer is among them. Following the
murder of a woman in London and the
subsequent arrival of a police sergeant on skis,
the group's sordid pasts are revealed, and
tensions escalate when a second murder occurs

within the guesthouse.
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Themes and Setting

Theme

Main theme is deception, revenge, and the haunting of one’s past

Setting

Monkswell Manor run by Mollie and Giles Ralston, during a snowstorm,

Time

English Countryside in the “present day” 1950s
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Popular worn items in the 1950s

For Women:

Dresses featuring full, cinched-waist skirts (pencil-skirts became popular later on in the
decade)

Accessories: Hats were found everywhere, it didn't matter the size. Gloves were also
essential especially when leaving the house

Fabrics: Cotton, silk, and wool were used for everyday wear while satin and silk were
reserved for evening wear

For Men:

Tailored suits and ties created a formal look specifically for work and social occasions
Shoes: Chunky low-heeled shoe or boot more commonly known as a brogue or oxford shoe
were most common

For more casual it would be grey flannel trousers or blazers

Accessories most commonly used were silk ties, cufflinks, pocket squares, and suspenders
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Characters




Our Hosts

Mollie Ralston

Young, well-mannered

Owner of Monkswell Manor

Anxious to make the guest house a
success

Around 20-30 years old

Seen in a plain dark red sweater with a
neutral undershirt, simple belt, grey or
dark skirt, tights, and black shoes

Giles Ralston

Mollie’s husband

Helps her run the guest house

Often found arrogant, protective, and
jealous when it comes to Mollie and the
attention she receives from the guests
Around 20-30 years old

Seen in neutrals or
matchmaking/complimentary colors with
Mollie, button up shirt, tie, sweater,
darker slacks or khakis, loafers or boots
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Our Guests
Christopher Wren

20-30 years old, first guest to arrive, described as a childish, artsy, young man
Seen as the opposite of Giles: poppy colors, colorful ascot or tie, with a neutral overcoat

Mrs. Boyle

40-60 years old, constantly complaining and critical of everything

Seen in royalish purple colors, with glasses, a two piece shirt and skirt, big statement belt, a
hat in the beginning, black kitten heel

Major Metcalf

- 40-60 years old, retired military who is stoic but polite

wear, nice buttoned up shirt or sweater with a tie
\ - Everything would be in neutral colors, no wrinkles

Seen in a leather jacket more than an overcoat, boots with the pants tucked in like the military
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Our Guests

Miss Casewell

- 20-30 year old, young, standoffish woman with a mysterious air

suspenders
Mr. Paravicini

- 30 - 50 year old, mysterious, questionable guest with a fun mustache

or pen sticking out of it, dark slacks, tucked in dark blue shirt, with a belt
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- Seen with brown loafer/small heels, brown slacks, belt, plaid button up, and

- Seen with a leather overcoat with a fur lining the inside, fedora with a feather
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Our Investigator

Detective Sergeant Trotter

- Late 20s to early 40s, cheerful, common-place man who arrives

guest house on skis to investigate a local murder

- Seen in suit, suspenders, tie, nice black shoes

- Very dark color scheme, more black and gray

- Black long overcoat with a black fedora or detective hat

- If anything would be in a different color it would be his tie in a
dark red and it would match with the suspenders
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