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ARTS EXHIBIT SPECIAL RULES AND CoNDITIoNS
ELIGIBILITY:  Any permanent resident of Minnesota, Classes 1-4 18 years of age or older. 

Class 5 high school grades 9-12. Exhibitors display at the discretion of the Fine Arts Dept. and 
department reserves the right to refuse potential exhibits without cause.

WHAT To ENTER: Any piece of original art work completed by the artist that has not been 
exhibited previously at a Steele County Free Fair Fine Arts Exhibit. Work must be entered into the 
correct Class and Lot. Pieces misrepresented will be disqualified. No nude art.

NUMBER oF PIECES PER ARTIST: Each exhibitor may enter a total of three (3) 
pieces of work. The three pieces may include any combination of media, for example: one 
drawing, one watercolor, one acrylic, or two oils and one print. Work can be no larger than 4’x4’.

CRITERIA FoR JUDGING ART: Originality, Value, Composition, Use of medium.

GENERAL RULES AND REGULATIoNS
1. All work submitted will not be insured against damage or theft. This is fair policy.
2. Watercolors, drawings, and prints must be strongly framed and covered with glass or 

plexiglas to prevent damage to the artworks surface. Acrylics and oils must be sturdy and 
ready to hang. Each piece MUST HAvE A WIRE SUPPoRT oN BACK PERMANENTLY 
FIXED. Poorly framed paintings will not be accepted. Artwork entered in a wrong Class 
and/or Lot will be disqualified. .”

3. Entry deadline is Monday, August 5, 2024. Use entry form: Open class/Non-livestock
entry form, from the Exhibitor’s Guide, and submit at the SCFF fair office, Fine Arts 
Dept., PO Box 650, Owatonna, MN 55060 OR enter on-line at www.scff.org. 

4. All works submitted must be in the hands of the Fine Arts Supt. at the Fine Arts Building
on the fairgrounds on Saturday, August 10, 2024 between 9:00 a.m. and Noon. 
ABSOLUTELY NO ARTWORK WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THIS TIME.

5. All entries must have a label on the lower right hand corner stating the artists name, title of 
the work and the lot used. These will be removed before judging. Also, name and address of 
artist on lower right hand corner on the back.

6. Titles submitted on entry form must be the same as titles on artwork.
7. Each artist will be responsible for picking up their entries on Sunday, last day of the fair, 

from 8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. or MONDAY, day after fair closing, from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Artwork cannot be picked up early.

8. Violation of any rules will disqualify the artist.
9. CLASSES - Entries will be by Classes - Masters, Professional, Pro-Am, Amateur and High 

School.

MASTERS:  Artists who have competed in the Professional Class, winning 3 firsts in any lot 
in this fair.
PRoFESSIoNAL: A person who creates artwork for monetary gains. This includes 
commercial artists, designers, those who teach or supervise art programs, have a degree in 
art or who have won 3 firsts in the Pro-Am lot of this fair.
PRo-AM: A person through education and experience is an advanced artist, but not a 
professional. Anyone studying post secondary art or has won 3 firsts in the Amateur lot of 
this fair.
AMATEUR: A person who pursues art as a hobby. This does not exclude those amateurs 
who occasionally sell artwork.
For questions on any items, call superintendents.

PREMIUMS
MASTERS CLASS 1

LoT      1st   2nd

PRoFESSIoNAL CLASS 2
LoT  Hon.

1st 2nd 3rd Men.
1. Watercolors  ........................  $45.00 $35.00 $25.00 Ribbon
2. Drawings  ............................  $45.00 $35.00 $25.00 Ribbon
3. Acrylics/Oil  .......................  $45.00 $35.00 $25.00 Ribbon
4. Computer Generated .........  $45.00 $35.00 $25.00 Ribbon
5. Mixed Media ......................  $45.00 $35.00 $25.00 Ribbon
6. *Original Prints ..................  $45.00 $35.00 $25.00 Ribbon

PRo-AM CLASS 3

LoT
 Hon.

1st 2nd 3rd Men.
1. Watercolors  ........................  $35.00 $25.00 $15.00    Ribbon 
2. Drawings  ............................  $35.00 $25.00 $15.00 Ribbon
3. Acrylics/Oil  .......................  $35.00 $25.00 $15.00 Ribbon
4. Computer Generated .........  $35.00 $25.00 $15.00 Ribbon
5. Mixed Media ......................  $35.00 $25.00 $15.00 Ribbon
6. *Original Prints ..................  $35.00 $25.00 $15.00 Ribbon

AMATEUR CLASS 4

LoT
 Hon.

1st 2nd 3rd Men.
1. Watercolors  ........................  $30.00 $20.00 $10.00 Ribbon
2. Drawings  ............................  $30.00 $20.00 $10.00 Ribbon
3. Acrylics/Oil  .......................  $30.00 $20.00 $10.00 Ribbon
4. Computer Generated .........  $30.00 $20.00 $10.00 Ribbon
5. Mixed Media ......................  $30.00 $20.00 $10.00 Ribbon
6. *Original Prints ..................  $30.00 $20.00 $10.00 Ribbon

HIGH SCHooL CLASS 5
Eligibility: Any permanent resident of Minnesota in high school (grades 9-12).
What to enter: Any piece of original artwork completed by the student that has not been 

exhibited previously at the SCFF and falls under the Lots listed below. This excludes by-the-number 
painting.

Number of pieces: Each exhibitor may enter a total of three (3) pieces of work.
All general rules & regulations apply.

LoT
 Hon.

1st 2nd 3rd Men.
1. Watercolors  ........................  $10.00 $8.00 $6.00 Ribbon
2. Drawings  ............................  $10.00 $8.00 $6.00 Ribbon
3. Acrylics/Oil  .......................  $10.00 $8.00 $6.00 Ribbon
4. Computer Generated .........  $10.00 $8.00 $6.00 Ribbon
5. Mixed Media ......................  $10.00 $8.00 $6.00 Ribbon
6. *Original Prints ..................  $10.00 $8.00 $6.00 Ribbon

*Original prints excludes signed and numbered prints.

The GRAND CHAMPIoN will be chosen by the judges from all blue ribbon winners. 
Grand Champion: owatonna Arts Center $50 or an annual single membership.
People’s Choice Award: A trophy will be awarded to the artist chosen by public vote. 

PAM MIKEWoRTH
Co-Supt.

507-451-8809

ARLENE GLEASoN
Co-Supt.

507-456-0516

NAoMI JIRELE
Co- Supt.

507-213-0389
naomi4664@gmail.com

depT. m - fine arTs
quick Reference Fine Arts

Entry form deadline: August 5, 2024 at Steele County Free Fair Office  
on non-livestock form or online at www.scff.org.

Artwork submitted on Saturday, August 10, 2024 between 9:00 a.m. - Noon at 
the Fine Arts Building. Entries picked up closing day of the fair (Sunday) from 

7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., and Monday after the fair from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

1. Watercolor s .......................  $50.00      $40.00
2. Drawings..............................   $50.00      $40.00
3. Acrylics/Oil.........................    $50.00     $40.00
4. Computer Generated.........    $50.00     $40.00
5. Mixed Media.......................    $50.00     $40.00
6. *Original Prints..................    $50.00     $40.00
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NoTE: The photography department is on the 2nd floor of 
the Four Seasons Centre.  Please note the second floor is 
accessible by either stairs or an elevator and is air 
conditioned.

PHoToGRAPHY DESCRIPTIoNS

1. These are the SIX CLASSES in the Photography Department, defined as 
follows:  Adult (ages 18 & up), Junior (ages 17 & under), and Professional
ENLARGEMENTS - 8x10 or larger, Color or Black & White. CLASS 1 
(Adult) CLASS 2 (Junior) CLASS 3 (Professional)
SNAPSHOTS - 5x7 or smaller either in Color or Black & White. CLASS 4 
(Adult), CLASS 5 (Junior), CLASS 6 (*Professional)*Professional is one who 
owns a photography business or pays taxes on their photos.

2. Within each Class, exhibitors may submit up to TWO (2) entries in each lot. 
Limit of 12 entries per exhibitor.

MANIPULATIoN ALLoWED oNLY IN 
oPEN, PEoPLE AND SCENERY. LOTS are defined as follows:

Lot 1 - oPEN - Domestic animals, cultivated plants or flowers, still life, and all 
computer altered images. Manipulation allowed.
Lot 2 - PEoPLE - The person(s) must be the predominate center of interest.    
Lot 3 - NATURE - There should be no evidence of the influence of man, such 
as cultivated plants or flowers, domestic animals, fences, utility poles, road, 
trails, etc. *NO MANIPULATION
Lot 4 - SCENERY - Landscape, Seascape, Cityscapes also acceptable, but man’s 
influences may be in evidence. 
Lot 5 - PHoTo JoURNALISM - (Life in our World) Humans and their 
environment. Include spot news, sports, dramatic events, human interest that tell 
a story. Items that would be seen in a newspaper. *NO MANIPULATION 
Manipulation: cropping, removing dust marks, minor contrast, sharpening, and 
minor color adjustments allowed.

ENLARGEMENTS - 8x10 or larger. One print secured on one mount.
Class 1 - Adult (ages 18 & up) 
Class 2 - Junior (ages 17 & under)
Class 3 - Professional
SNAPSHOTS - Only Five or Six Photos on each entry. 5x7 or smaller.   
No 8x10 allowed. 
Class 4 - Adult (ages 18 & up) 
Class 5- Junior (ages 10-17)
Class 6 - Professional

 PLEASE READ AND FoLLoW THE RULES oF ENTRY

1. Entries are open to amateurs who pursue photography as a hobby.
2. The appropriate class and lot must be listed on the back of each print. 

Special entry blanks may be obtained at the SCFF office or downloaded 
from www.scff.org. Use only one entry blank to list all entries. It must be 
enclosed with the pictures entered. Online entries will not be accepted.

3. All prints must be securely mounted on 16”x 20” matboard or foam core.
NOT THIN TAGBoARD.  It must be strong enough to keep the print flat; 
arranged to be exhibited with the 20" dimension vERTICAL oR 
HoRIzoNTAL. Exhibitor’s name, address, county, print title, class and lot 
must be legibly printed on the back of each mount. Title on FRONT of the 
mount is NOT required, nor desired, since it’s a picture distraction. It is 
suggested that the letters be no more than 1” high. Mountings must be 
secure, neat, and attractive. No GLASS, FRAME MoUNTED oR WRAP 
ARoUND MoUNTED ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED.

4. Entries must be mailed or hand delivered with the entry blank to the Steele 
County Free Fair Office, 1525 S. Cedar, Owatonna, MN 55060. The entries 
must be received by August 5. To protect the photos, submit entries in a 
labeled box or bag. No late entries will be accepted. If you want your 
bag or box returned, print your name or use an address label for proper 
identification.

5. Entries should be picked up at the exhibit space between 6 PM  and 7 PM       
on Sunday, August 18. August 19 to August 23 pictures may be picked up at the 
fair office. If pictures are removed from the exhibit without permission, before  
6 PM Sunday, the right to enter future competition will be forfeited. If it is 
desired to have them returned by mail, packaging, postage and return label 
must be provided.
6. The Steele County Free Fair assumes no responsibility for loss or damage to 

prints; however, all reasonable care and diligence will be exercised to 
safeguard the exhibits.

7. The right to photograph, copy or reproduce any entry or group of entries for 
the purposes of Fair publicity is considered granted unless specifically denied 
on the entry form.

8. ALL Winning entries are NoT eligible for re-entry in competition again, 
although applicable to a different lot.

9.  Judging is based upon CoMPoSITIoN (Subject placement in the format 
area/Cropped viewpoint), IMAGE qUALITY, (Sharpness, Exposure, Lighting, 
etc.) and INTEREST vALUE (Grabs/Holds your attention).

10. ALL judging decisions are FINAL, including the number and type of awards 
issued.

11. A People’s Choice Award, sponsored by Tri M Graphics, will be selected by 
viewer votes. Voting will close at 12:00 p.m. Sunday, August 18. Please vote 
only once. A plaque will be awarded to the winner.

12. Gladys Wavrin Best in Steele County Plaque will be awarded.
13. NO OUT-OF-STATE ENTRIES.

PREMIUMS
First place in each lot  ........................................... $10.00 and ribbon
Second place in each lot  ......................................... $8.00 and ribbon

Third place in each lot  ........................................... $6.00 and ribbon
Honorable Mention in each lot  ............................. $4.00 and ribbon
(One honorable mention will be given for every 8 entries in each lot). 
BEST IN EACH CLASS - Champion Ribbons & $5.00

depT. n - phoTography

Photography Department Sponsored by

110 W Broadway Street  •  Downtown, Owatonna
507-451-3460  •  www.centralparkframing.com

Sandee Hardy-Hagen 
Co-Superintendent

507-475-1094
hardyhagen@hotmail.com

Quick Reference Photograhpy

Entries need to be at the fair office by August 5th with the photography 
entry form attached.  Pick-up entries in Photography department August 
18th from 6:00-7:00 p.m.  Remaining entries will be in the fair office at 
noon August 19th and should be picked up by August 23rd. 

Tammy Wolf
 Co-Superintendent

507-951-4552
wolftammy@ymail.com
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