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When I decided to run for the State Senate in 2020, I never imagined that we would be facing a global 
pandemic, a recession, record unemployment, and a racial justice crisis all at the same time.  I cannot 
imagine that any of you expected us to face all of these challenges either. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has ravaged the lives and the livelihoods of all North Carolinians.  No one is left 
untouched, although some are suffering much more than others.  Over 2.4 million Americans have 
contracted COVID-19 and over 125,000 have died.  More than one million North Carolinians have filed 
for unemployment since March 15, 2020.  Record unemployment also means hundreds of thousands of 
North Carolinians have lost their employer-sponsored health insurance during a global pandemic. 
 
We have countless hard-working North Carolinians who earn too much to qualify for Medicaid but have 
no realistic access to healthcare insurance on their own.  Of those, over half a million would qualify for 
Medicaid if we accepted the federal assistance that we have already paid for.   
 
That’s right -- that we have already paid for.  North Carolina taxpayers have already paid over $8.3 billion 
for Medicaid Expansion, but that money is going to other states.  The Republican-led General Assembly 
has blocked Medicaid Expansion even though we have paid for it, and now is not the time to be giving 
away our tax dollars for nothing in return. 
 
This is why I support Medicaid Expansion.  I believe in taking care of hard-working North Carolinians.  
Expanding Medicaid would give those recently unemployed, as well as our uninsured and underinsured, 
access to affordable health care. 
 
If Republican-led general assembly had expanded Medicaid in 2019, more than half a million North 
Carolinians would have new access to quality and affordable health care, and would not now be choosing 
between putting food on the table and paying seemingly endless medical bills.  Study after study has proven 
that expanding Medicaid improves lives, particularly in southern states, and numerous reports have found 
that expanding Medicaid would benefit every county in North Carolina.  
 
Expanding Medicaid would create over 37,000 new health care jobs in North Carolina and boost paychecks 
across the state.  Medicaid expansion would also help prevent our rural hospitals from closing by bringing 
in more health care jobs.  Expanding Medicaid reduces the chances of a rural hospital from closing by 62 
percent. Additionally, expansion would help reimburse some of our struggling rural medical centers and 
alleviate some of the medical debt accumulating during this pandemic and economic recession. 
 



Let me be very clear, Medicaid expansion does not mean eliminating private insurance.  It simply gives 
those who do not have private insurance access to quality, affordable health care.  I do not support a “state 
takeover” of healthcare.  I support private healthcare, the Affordable Care Act, and ensuring people with 
pre-existing conditions have access to affordable healthcare.  I do not want to see an end to private 
insurance.  In fact, those who have private health insurance would actually save money in the long run; 
Insurance premiums are on average lower in states that have expanded Medicaid, as there is less cost-
shifting when there are fewer uninsured.  
 
The outbreak of COVID-19 has brought uncertainty to all of us, but one thing remains clear.  Our 
communities are suffering and we have the power to make much-needed changes right here in North 
Carolina to ease suffering and help hard-working North Carolinians..  
 
We must all do our part to help our fellow North Carolinians through this crisis, together. 
 


