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June 5, 2020 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
There is so much I want to share with the world right now.  Every time I think I have found 
acceptable words, something else happens.  It can be overwhelming just trying to keep up.  I do 
not know what tomorrow will bring.  Sometimes the road ahead can seem daunting and 
overwhelming.  When in doubt, I trust in the wisdom of a mentor: do the next right thing.  Today, 
that includes sharing this message.  I shared a similar message with supporters last week, and I 
have decided to elaborate on that message and share publicly today.   
  
First, and most importantly, is a reminder to the men out there who look like me and share my 
privilege.  If you think you are being understanding, question yourself again.  If you think you are 
being kind, try harder.  If you think you are being compassionate, imagine the situation reversed.  
If you think you are being generous, dig a little deeper.  There is no such thing as too much 
understanding, kindness, compassion, and generosity.  Unfortunately, history reminds us that those 
who look like us have, time and again, failed to show enough.  The Boy Scout slogan is "do a good 
turn daily."  I challenge you to do more. 
  
The past few weeks in our country have been extraordinary.  We face two distinct crises—one is 
public health, the other is racial.  Last week, George Floyd was killed while in police custody, face 
down on the ground and handcuffed, officer kneeling into his neck as he pleaded for his life.  
Christian Cooper respectfully asked a dog owner to leash her pet as required, only to have the 
police called on him.  Omar Jimenez, a CNN news reporter, and his crew were arrested during a 
live broadcast covering the Minneapolis protests while their press credentials were plainly visible, 
and they were unquestionably cooperating with police.  They are all men of color, and these are 
just a few of the very limited examples we know about. 
  
My heart aches for the soul of America right now.  We will never live up to the American dream 
until we actually realize that dream—a nation where all people are equal.  When asked about my 
campaign platform, no matter the context, I always make an effort to remind people that my first 
priority is equality for all.  Affordable healthcare, stellar education, economic development and 
recovery, independent redistricting—those are critically important too, but they pale in comparison 
to equality.  Equality is the bedrock that supports everything else.  We must end systemic poverty, 
end systemic discrimination, and end systemic disenfranchisement to achieve true equality.  Only 
then can we realize the American dream of true equality for all. 
 
There are many policies which we can adopt to address the issues we are facing.  Some 
communities have taken great steps here in North Carolina, while others have much work left to 
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do.  I believe the fight for equality is not only an aspiration in and of itself, but it is also a critical 
component underlying all of our other aspirations.  For example, we are fighting to restore public 
education across North Carolina to the days when we were the envy of other states.  This includes 
not only addressing teacher pay, classroom size, and resource budgets, but it also includes tackling 
the disparities in educational achievement for students of color.  We must close our achievement 
gaps so that our students not only make it to graduation, but also have the tools necessary to 
succeed thereafter. 
 
Access to affordable healthcare is another area that receives tremendous national attention and is 
a focal point of our campaign.  In addressing access to affordable healthcare, we must bear in mind 
principles of equity, not just equality.  Where there is unequal access to healthcare, we can 
implement policies such as expanding Medicaid.  Expanding Medicaid would give at least 634,000 
more low-income North Carolinians access to the basic healthcare they need.  Now more than 
ever, such equitable policies help us achieve the long-term goal of true equality by removing illness 
and disease as barriers to success in the classroom and in the workplace. 
 
Finally, and perhaps most obviously, law enforcement and the criminal justice system must be 
reformed.  I commend the men and women who put on the uniform to protect their communities, 
and I know most of them are brave and admirable people trying to serve and protect.  Our challenge 
is to hold accountable those who abuse their positions of power and trust without punishing those 
who are protecting us with dignity and respect.  This is undoubtedly a challenging issue, but I 
assure you from my own experiences in uniform, those who serve do not want bad actors tarnishing 
their reputation.  We can work together with this common interest. 
 
To that end, many communities have taken proactive steps like the use of body cameras and 
updating training methods to emphasize de-escalation techniques.  Others have implemented 
rigorous trainings in unconscious bias and racial equity.  These are small but important steps that 
we must continue to encourage.  Our criminal justice system must also be overhauled to emphasize 
rehabilitative justice, not retributive justice.  We must actively work to ensure that our laws are 
not being applied disproportionately to one race or gender as they are now.  The school to prison 
pipeline is just one example of inequitable application of the law which disproportionately hinders 
African American males from achieving their full potential.  A full discussion of this topic is well 
beyond the scope of this letter, so I will simply say this—I am committed to working with leaders 
in all communities to reform the criminal justice system to end the inequalities plaguing so many. 
 
We the people have an important role in all of these policies too.  The overwhelming majority of 
these issues are controlled by local and state elected officials.  National elections capture the 
headlines, but local elections determine our judges, district attorneys, mayors who hire police 
chiefs, and so much more.  As disheartening as some election outcomes might be, we can never 
be complacent in exercising our civic duty to vote.  We must vote for true leadership which will 
work for the progressive changes we want to see in our communities.  And please, do not wait for 
a presidential election year to vote.  Many of the most important votes for local issues are cast in 
primary and midterm elections.  When there is an opportunity to make our voices heard at the 
ballot box, we must take it! 
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These are unquestionably difficult times as we face the competing crises of racial injustice and 
public health simultaneously.  As we work through these challenges together, do not overlook the 
little things we can do for one another.  Please look out for your friends and neighbors, be kind 
and respectful to others, and try to say or do something nice to or for someone else whenever 
possible.  We all need it right now. 
 
Regards, 

 

JD Wooten 
Candidate, NC Senate 
District 24 


