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Couplet 
• Look at a couplet as a short chapter in a very short 

story 
• A couplet consist of two lines that rhyme. They can 

be combined.  
• The number of syllables in each line should be 

close, if not exact.  
 

Although teaching students is the best, 
at the end of each day, I need a rest! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Many Couplets 
• Put them together to make a story…  

 
I cooked a taco and ate it quickly, 
Before my cat did and became sickly. 
The spicy salsa dribbled down my chin,  
And I thought, “I just can’t win.” 
The taco shell then crumbled in my hand.   
Wouldn’t a grilled cheese be grand? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Tercet 
• Three rhyming lines 

 

Eager students line up well, 
Ready for learning how to spell. 
When’s it time for Show and Tell? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Quatrain 
• Four lines that rhyme in some way; there are many 

variations. 
o AAAA: all 4 lines rhyme 
o AABB: 2 rhyming couplets that don’t rhyme 

with the other. 
 

Looking at the starry night, 
I was given such a fright. 
The moon looked down at me and said, 
Shouldn’t you be sleeping in your bed? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Quatrain 
• ABAB Variation: every other line rhymes 

 

The hummingbird calls to me 
Come fly and smell the flowers. 
Get the nectar before the bee, 
And before the spring rain showers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Quatrain 
• ABCB variation: only two lines rhyme 

 
Mary had a little lamb 
Whose fleece was white as snow; 
And everywhere that Mary went, 
The Lamb was sure to go. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Quatrain 
• AABA variation: three lines rhyme 

 
Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening 
     By Robert Frost 
 

Whose woods these are I think I know.    
His house is in the village though;    
He will not see me stopping here    
To watch his woods fill up with snow. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Special Quatrain 
• A tercet with a refrain: AAAB 
• A refrain is a closing line that can be repeated in 

multiple quatrains. 
• The refrain can be the same fourth line or differ in 

some way.  
 

We meet outside the classroom 
Using Google Meet or Zoom 
We have not yet met our doom. 
Learning remotely is our new normal. 
 
Whiteboards used for doing math, 
Hearing about Suds and his bath, 
What will it be like in the aftermath? 
How long will remote be our new normal? 
 
Expectations remain the same... 
Do your homework, play a game, 
Staring past the window frame. 
Dreaming of when remote is not our normal. 
 
The world is piecing back together. 
Through the worst, we all have weathered. 
But to our houses we remain tethered. 
We are so close to being back to “normal”. 
 
This has been a year in our lives,  
Really more, though one strives 
To keep working in our Google Drives 
Even when we are living “normal” lives. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A last look at rhyme… 
 
I’d rather be learning than teaching. 
I’d rather be attaining than reaching. 
I’d rather be optimistic than frown. 
I’d rather be happy than down. 
I’d rather be inspiring than crushing.  
I’d rather take my time, not rushing. 
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