CANYONVILLE CITY COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES
REGULAR SESSION 7:00 P.M.
MONDAY MARCH 15, 2021
REGULAR SESSION 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Mayor Young called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and all joined in the Pledge of Allegiance and prayer.
II.
ROLL CALL:

COUNCIL PRESENT:
 Mayor Young, Councilors Coleman, Johannessen,  Barton, and Freeman. 

COUNCIL ABSENT:   None.
STAFF PRESENT:
 Administrator/Recorder Evans Finance and Deputy Recorder Bennett. 
STAFF ABSENT:
 None.
III.
APPOINT NEW COUNCILORS:

Following applications for Councilor positions were received by staff:

1. Michael Young

2. Andrew (Herbert) Mather

Mayor Young moved, and Councilor Johannessen seconded a motion to appoint Michael Young and Andrew (Herbert) Mather to the two vacant Council seats.  Mayor Young, Councilors Coleman, Freeman, Johannessen and Barton voted “yes”.  No “nays”.  The motion carried.
IV.
AGENDA REVIEW AND/OR ADDITIONS:
1. Approval of minutes for February 16, 2021.
Councilor Barton moved, and Councilor Freeman seconded a motion to approve the minutes for February 16,2021.  Mayor Young, Councilors Coleman, Freeman, Johannessen and Barton voted “yes”.  No “nays”.  The motion carried.
V.
COUNCIL BUSINESS:
1. Water Bill for 287 James Street.
Mr. Ledford of 287 James Street wished to speak to the Council regarding the charges for water at his property.  January 23, 2017 his water services were shut off for nonpayment. In November of 2020 staff learned that they could run a meter reading proof list for deleted accounts.  This report would show any water usage on the deleted (closed) accounts in the utility billing system.  

We found that after the report was run that 287 James Street had consumed 6,811 cubic feet of water since the account was turned off.  According to Jeremy the meter could not be shut all the way off because the valve was frozen and could not be locked.  Our Municipal Code 13 water rates allow the City to adjust charges retroactively back six months.  Although, Mr. Ledford obtained free water and sewer for thirty months, the City can only charge him for six months.  The six-month  retroactive billing amounts to $600.00 which Mr. Ledford is disputing.  
Mr. Ledford asked the Council to drop the charges as he asked to have the water turned off.  Council explained to Mr. Ledford that even though the meter could not be turned off all the way, he was still receiving water to his residence for the five years.  So, the charge for only six months is better then five years of charges.  All agreed that the charges would not be removed.

2. Comments on Complaints from Sherry LaFrance George, Thinking Sideways. 
Sherry LaFrance George is a business owner who rents 422 S Main Street from Steve Royle.  She has turned in complaints about the garbage can in front of her business, cars parked for days in front of old promise foods building and the 510-512 S Main Street building.  Also, she has turned a complaint about people using the 510-512 S Main Street commercial building as a residence.  
She claims the garbage can in front of her business is having feces thrown in it and have seen cockroaches or ants in the garbage.  Public Works staff assured City Administrator there were no issues of cockroaches, ants, or feces being thrown in the garbage can.  Councilor Johannessen suggested the Public Works could spruce up the garbage cans and/or place a structure around the cans.
These garbage cans were place in the current locations by the Chamber of Commerce years ago.  They did this as a beautification project and all business owners at that time had a say as to where the cans would be located.  

City Administrator Evans did say that something can be done about the two cars in front of the old Promise Food building.  As for the vehicles in front of 510-512 S Main Street building, it looks like they may be workers working on the building remodeling.  As for the trailer, we can have them move it.  

Sherry is asking the city to reopen the park restrooms so people walking around town will have a restroom to use.  Administrator Evans has researched, and we can use our covid 19 grant money to pay for a porta potty up to June 2021, to be placed at the park.  We will pay for it to be cleaned twice a week. It will probably need to be anchored to something so it can’t be tipped over.

Councilor Johannessen moved, and Councilor Barton seconded a motion to get a porta potty with the rest of the covid 19 money the city received and place at Pioneer Park. Mayor Young, Councilors Coleman, Freeman, Johannessen and Barton voted “yes”.  No “nays”.  The motion carried.
3.  Waive Liquidate Damages for Sewer Plant Contract. 

There are several items left to resolve before the sewer plant upgrade is finished.  Most of the 


Items are awaiting correction from subcontractors which is out of the control of the contractor.  


Since it is past the project completion date the contractor is concerned the City may impose 

liquidated damages as stated in the contract.

Since Covid outbreak it has been hard to get these items from the manufactures.  City staff, 

project engineer and Rural Development all agree that the City should waive the liquidated 

damages charge.

Councilor Freeman moved, and Councilor Johannessen seconded a motion to waive the liquidated damages charge.  Mayor Young, Councilors Coleman, Freeman, Johannessen and Barton voted “yes”.  No “nays”.  The motion carried.
4. Resolution No. 681 Issuance and Sale of Sewer Revenue Bonds through Rural 

Development.

The City of Canyonville received a $6,540,000.00 loan and $2,530,000.00 grant from Rural 

Development for the upgrade of the sewer plant.  As a condition of the loan the City is required to 

commit to the sale of sewer bonds upon the completion of the sewer plant.  Council adopted 

Resolution No. 635 in October 2015 which committed to the sale of the bonds.
Now that the project is complete Rural Development will sell the loans on behalf of the City.  The interest rate has been dropped to 1.25% from the 2.25% at the time the City entered into the agreement.  If we can close the loans by March 25, 2021 the City will save $40,000.00 per year on the interest.  

The Resolution also authorizes the Mayor and Administrator to sign all the pertinent paperwork to complete the sale and close the loan.
Councilor Barton moved, and Councilor Freeman seconded a motion to adopt Resolution No. 681 authorizing the sale of sewer bonds in the amount of $6,540,000.00.  Mayor Young, Councilors Coleman, Freeman, Johannessen and Barton voted “yes”.  No “nays”.  The motion carried.

5. Resolution No. 682 Issuance and Sale of Sewer Revenue Bonds through Rural 

Development.

When the City opened bids on the sewer upgrade project the bids exceeded the total project funding, so the City had to obtain additional financing from Rural Development.  The City received $500,000.00 in a loan and $178,400.00 in a grant.  Due to this being a separate loan Council has to adopt Resolution No. 682 for the sale of these bonds.
Councilor Barton moved, and Councilor Freeman seconded a motion to adopt Resolution No. 682 authorizing the sale of sewer bonds in the amount of $500,000.00.  Mayor Young, Councilors Coleman, Freeman, Johannessen and Barton voted “yes”.  No “nays”.  The motion carried.

6. Purchase of a Lawn Mower for the Park. 

The 1996 John Deere lawn mower tractor that is used to mow the park has finally bit the dust.  For many years now there have been major issues with the mower.  We have been saving money in the equipment replacement fund for purchasing a new mower.  Currently there is $66,000.00 in this fund.  

The two bids we have received are from Kubota and John Deere.  The Kubota bid is for $30,018.00 with a 7% discount for governments which reduces the cost to $27,916.74.  The John Deere bid is for $14,825.43.

Staff recommends Council to authorize the purchase of the John Deere mower as it is a lower price, larger hopper, and is in stock at the local dealer.  Kubota mower would have to be ordered.
Councilor Barton moved, and Councilor Johannessen seconded a motion to authorize staff to purchase the John Deere lawn tractor for $14,825.43.  Mayor Young, Councilors Coleman, Freeman, Johannessen and Barton voted “yes”.  No “nays”.  The motion carried.

VI.
REPORTS:

1.    Sheriff’s Office Report.

The Sheriff’s Office received 228 calls for service, with 38 reports taken, 29 citations.  They had 71

traffic stops, 24 citations given, and 7 security checks.  There was a great deal of discussion about the

homeless in town.
2.   Administrator’s Report.
Budget:  Staff has been working on the budget and have dates set for the meetings.
Drive up payment box:  Public Works personnel was able to get the stripping and arrows painted so we can start utilizing the drive-up payment box.  
VII.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:


Planning Commission Meeting - Wednesday, April 14, 2021

Council Meeting –Monday April 19, 2021.
VIII.
ADJOURNMENT:

Mayor Young Coleman adjourned the meeting at 8:05 p.m.
ATTEST:




















Jake Young, Mayor
Janelle Evans, City Administrator/Recorder
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