CANYONVILLE CITY COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES
REGULAR SESSION 7:00 P.M.
MONDAY JULY 19, 2021
REGULAR SESSION 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Mayor Young called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and all joined in the Pledge of Allegiance and prayer.
II.
ROLL CALL:

COUNCIL PRESENT:
 Mayor Young, Councilors Young, Mather, Johannessen, Freeman, and Barton. 

COUNCIL ABSENT:   Councilor Coleman.
STAFF PRESENT:
 Administrator/Recorder Evans and Finance Deputy Recorder Bennett. 
STAFF ABSENT:
 None.
III.
AGENDA REVIEW AND/OR ADDITIONS:
1. Approval of minutes for June 21, 2021.
Councilor Barton moved, and Councilor Freeman  seconded a motion to approve the minutes for June 21, 2021.  Mayor Young, Councilors Johannessen, Young, Mather, Freeman, and Barton voted “yes”.  No “nays”.  The motion carried.

IV.
COUNCIL BUSINESS:
1. Pioneer Days Permit.
Canyonville Pioneer Days Committee is once again going to put on the Pioneer Days celebration after having to cancel last years celebration due to Covid.  The event is being covered by the Lion’s Club insurance, except for the beer garden and bouncy house.  The beer garden will be run by the Tap House who has filled out the special events liability checklist and appropriate liability insurance coverage.  Once the permit is approved the Tap House will obtain an OLCC event permit and bring to the office.  The Church of God of Dillard will provide the bouncy house and has provided the appropriate liability insurance coverage.  Also, the South Umpqua Volleyball team with advisor Tonya Smith will be handling all the trash collection/removal, cleaning of the bathroom facilities, and hand washing stations.
Councilor Johannessen moved, and Councilor  Barton seconded a motion to approve the Pioneer Days Event permit subject to submission of bouncy house insurance certificate, OLCC liquor permit, and have detour signs for blocking Main Street .  Mayor Young, Councilors Johannessen, Young, Mather, Freeman, and Barton voted “yes”.  No “nays”.  The motion carried.

2.  Donation of County Land at the end of School Lane to the City. 
There is a parcel of land on School Lane that Douglas County owns that we have three meters on and a water line going through to the meters.  The three meters are for addresses 665, 661, and 651 W. First Street.  Ms. Jasper of 631 School Lane was under the impression she owned the subject parcel and had fenced it in with her parcel.  The County would like to give the parcel to the City as we have the utilities on it.  Ms. Jasper has an offer on her parcel but, with finding out she does not have an easement over the subject parcel the sale has fallen through.  It is the recommendation of the City Administrator to obtain ownership of the subject parcel and grant an easement to Ms. Jasper provided she pays all the costs associated with writing and recording the easement.
Councilor Freeman moved, and Councilor Barton  seconded a motion to accept the donation of land from Douglas County and grant Ms. Jasper an ingress and egress easement over the property provided she pays all cost associated with the easement.  Mayor Young, Councilors Johannessen, Young, Mather, Freeman and Barton voted “yes”.  No “nays”.  The motion carried.

3.   Request to Lease old YMCA Building.
There are two different organizations that are asking to lease the YMCA building.  The first request was from Shelley Martinez and Paige Powers for Umpqua Athletics.  The second request was from Marsha La Verne, Executive Director at Family Development Center/Douglas County Relief Nursery.  Both organizations have agreed that they can both co-exist in the use of the building.  Umpqua Athletics only needs to have the use of the gymnasium whereas, Family Development Center/Douglas County Relief Nursery needs the use of the kitchen and classrooms.
Both organizations will be responsible for utilities, janitorial, and maintenance inside the building.  Rent is $1.00 and a contribution of $1,000.00 paid to the city for any building repairs.  The City will contribute $1,000.00 towards repairs also.
Councilor Young moved, and Councilor Barton  seconded a motion to lease the YMCA building to Family Development Center/Douglas County Relief Nursery and Umpqua Athletics and authorize the Mayor or City Administrator to sign the lease.  Mayor Young, Councilors Johannessen, Young, Mather, Freeman and Barton voted “yes”.  No “nays”.  The motion carried.

4.   Covid 19 Impact on Water and Sewer rate payers. 
Two of the City’s largest water/sewer users are struggling to pay their bills and are several months behind.  One of the customers has asked if the water could be shut off to their empty buildings and not have to pay the base fee.  This would reduce their annual utility bill by $35,545.20.  They claim if they cannot reduce their expenses, they will need to close their doors.  If they do close the City will lose about $50,000.00 which we will never get back unless they reopen at some point.

There maybe a way we could help both of these businesses without jeopardizing out ability to repay the bonds.  We could consider a temporary one-year reduction to the base fee for buildings and homes that are empty.  This reduction could be a percentage of 20% to 30%.  The percentage will have to be the same for all.  The City is receiving $200,000.00 from the recovery act that can be utilized to off set the loss to utility revenue.
Councilor Barton moved, and Councilor Young seconded a motion to reduce the base rate by 30% going forward for one year.  Mayor Young, Councilors Young, Mather, Johannessen, Freeman and Barton voted “yes”.  No “nays”.  The motion carried.
VI.
REPORTS:


1.    Sheriff’s Office Report.

Last month there were 312 calls for service, 47 reports taken, 29 arrests, 57 traffic stops, 13 citations given, 6 warrants served, and 1 narcotics arrest.
1.   Administrator’s Report.

Planning:  The amendment for usage of barb wire for fences over six feet has been put on the Planning Commission meeting for August 11, 2021.

Someone has bought the vacant land at 310, 320, and 340 Kramer Street without checking with the City for the availability of water and sewer to these lots.  The water and sewer lines have never been extended to those lots and there were numerous stop work orders because they never got an excavation permit and there were drainage issues.  

Public Works:  Staff has been spending a lot of time trying to figure out the utility situations for several of the vacant lots that are for sale in the City.  Potential buyers’ inquiry as to where they could hook up to water and sewer.
Park:  The limbs on the old tree that shades the pavilion have become a hazard.  One of the limbs broke off and landed on the pavilion and swing set.  It only damaged the swing set.  We will be having a tree service come and evaluate all the trees at the park.
Junk Yard:  A letter was sent to Bruce Cunliff, owner of 120 SE 5th , about the junk yard behind his business.  He was asked to have all the stuff removed.  The renter has now attached canvas to the chain link fence in order to screen the property from public view.  Administrator Evans has asked if council would like her to send the owner another letter about the tarp?  Council agreed that another letter should be sent.
VII.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:


Planning Commission Meeting - Wednesday, July 11, 2021

Council Meeting –Monday August 16, 2021.
VIII.
ADJOURNMENT:

Mayor Young adjourned the meeting at 8:15 p.m.
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Jake Young, Mayor
Janelle Evans, City Administrator/Recorder
COC/City Council Minutes/cc minutes 07-19-2021


4

