CANYONVILLE PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES

SPECIAL SESSION

JULY 27, 2022
I. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance:

Commissioner Emory called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and all joined in the Pledge of Allegiance.

II.     
Roll Call:

COMMISSION PRESENT:  
Chairman Emory, Commissioners, Hill, Hopkins and 
Sales. 

COMMISSION ABSENT:
Commissioner Butler
STAFF PRESENT:
Administrator/Recorder Evans
STAFF ABSENT:
 None
Approval of the minutes. 

There were no minutes to approve
 III.
Agenda Review/Additions:


None
IV.
New Business:

1.  Ordinance interpretation regarding the definition of a school.
Planner Evans explained that occasionally issues come up with the zoning ordinance that are not specifically addressed or anticipated.  In the Community Service Zone it allows schools as a permitted use.  However there is no definition in the zoning ordinance as to what is considered a school.  The CCA property has been sold to Bergin University of Canine Study.  This is a unique school that trains canines on site.  Since there is no definition of a school they must determine what the definition of a school would be and whether this development would fit the definition.
Planner Evans prepared the following Interpretation and asked the Planning Commission if they agreed with the interpretation.

Ordinance interpretation 

Community Service Zone

Section 18.60.010 Intent states:

This district is intended to provide for the review and location of public and semi public uses which by reason of their convenience, necessity, character or effect may be appropriate in any district.

Section 18.60.020 Permitted uses and structures allows churches, school, public and parochial. There are no uses in this zone that are listed as conditional uses.

The zoning ordinance does not define what is considered a school. The former Canyonville Christian Academy complex is listed for sale and Bergin University of Canine Studies wishes to purchase the property for their college campus.

Bergin University received institutional accreditation from the Accrediting Council for Independent Colleges and Schools.  They offer an Associate, Bachelor or Master degree of Science.  The school focuses on dogs and their positive synergistic relationship with humans.  As a part of the courses they train service dogs.  Each student is assigned a dog to train.  The students are fully responsible for the dogs and they will live on campus in the dorms with their trainers.

The University also partners with Paws for Purple Heart which is a program that provides service dogs for recovering veterans. 

The university is definitely a unique school and not what you would typically think of when you refer to a school.  Since the ordinance did not provide a definition of a school the next logical step would be to look up the definition in the dictionary.  Webster defines a school as:

an organization that provides instruction: such as. a : an institution for the teaching of children. b : college, university. c(1) : a group of scholars and teachers pursuing knowledge together that with similar groups constituted a medieval university.

Based on this definition and the fact that Bergin University is an accredited institution of learning it is my interpretation that they would be a permitted use in the Community Service Zone.
Commissioner Sales moved and Commissioner Hills second a motion to approve the ordinance interpretation finding the Canine University as a school and therefore a permitted use.  All voted yes.  Motion passed.
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
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APPROVED BY:

 
Janelle Evans, City Administrator


John Emory, Chairman 
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