The Roadmap to Real Intelligence is not in the Code.
And why You may never get to “Artificial Human Intelligence”.

An Open Letter to Dario, Elon, Jeff, Larry, Mark, Sam, Satya, Sundar, Tim,
and other Pioneers in Artificial Intelligence.

I write to you today with the utmost humility and not as an adversary, but as a true admirer of your
trailblazing work in artificial intelligence. Your breakthroughs in large-scale models, reinforcement
learning systems, and generative architectures have reshaped our world’s relationship with
technology — and rightfully earned you the awe and investment necessary to propel this field forward.

And yet, even as you push the boundaries of what automated systems can accomplish, I contend that
your collective vision of artificial general intelligence (AGI) remains tethered to an incomplete
understanding of what it means to “think.” Unless you expand your framework beyond optimizing
task-specific performance, you will not, and indeed cannot, reach the summit of what you are calling
AGI: a truly conscious, autonomous, creative intellect that rivals and surpasses the totality of the
human mind.

Will you get to super-intelligence? Yes, and you might already be there in some regards. Will you get
to AGI? Yes, I have no doubt.

But I contend, and I think you know, that AGI and superintelligence are not the same as the Holy
Grail you are all hoping to achieve, which is what I would call Artificial Human Intelligence, or
AHL

Therefore, in this letter, I will focus primarily on Artificial Human Intelligence.
In short, I will attempt to:

1. Clarify why I believe current paradigms and models — no matter how sophisticated — fall
short of experiencing true intelligence.

2. Distill what I think are four essential pillars of consciousness that modern Al overlooks.

3. Propose a reorientation of research and development priorities to embrace autonomy,
spontaneity, and experiential grounding.

4. Offer what I believe might be practical guidelines for bridging the gap between high-
performance task agents and genuinely self-reflective, creative AHI.

I am not so bold, or possess the hubris necessary, as to proffer “the” true path to AHI, but only the
reflections of someone who truly believes that thinking differently will allow you — and ultimately
humanity — to develop true AHI.

So, as you continue on this fantastic journey, here are the thoughts of a common person who not only
believes in the power of technology, but also in the power of humans and the human mind.

With profound respect and shared aspiration,

Roy
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The Limits of Prediction-Centric Paradigms

"You cannot scale your way to sentience. Consciousness is not a function of size, but of
structure, surprise, and self-awareness."

At the heart of most contemporary Al breakthroughs lies a deceptively simple premise: scale up
statistical pattern-matching, and intelligence — of some form — will emerge. From convolutional
vision networks to transformer-based language models, the dominant methodology has been to amass
ever larger datasets, design ever deeper architectures, and eke out incremental improvements on
benchmarks. Yet this race toward scale conflates two very different objectives: narrow task
proficiency and general cognitive capability. No matter how many tokens a model ingests or how
many parameters it accumulates, sheer scale does not confer the qualities that distinguish a self-
driven mind from a glorified auto-complete engine.

First, consider the nature of statistical mimicry. When a language model generates text, it is sampling
from a probability distribution over the next token, conditioned on its training context. This is
remarkably effective for producing fluent prose and efficient code, but it remains fundamentally an
exercise in recombination: stitching together fragments of existing patterns to satisfy the prompt. It
bears the same relationship to genuine understanding as a collage does to the original paintings it
draws from. A collage can be beautiful, evocative, even startling — but it does not instantiate the same
creative process as an artist who conceives and executes a wholly new vision.

Second, the benchmark-driven mentality incentivizes optimizing for measurable improvements —
higher scores on standard tests — rather than cultivating qualities that resist quantification. How does
one benchmark curiosity, intrinsic motivation, or the capacity for self-critique? When research
agendas are steered by leaderboard positions, the most tractable problems receive the most attention,
leaving the deeper puzzles of cognition unexplored. The result is a landscape littered with highly
specialized experts — language translators, game-playing champions, data taggers — yet lacking a
unified agent that can seamlessly navigate novel, unstructured challenges the way a human mind can.

Third, there is the issue of computational diminishing returns. Doubling model parameters or training
compute often yields impressive headline figures, but it demands an ever-spiraling investment of
resources — data collection, compute hours, environmental costs, and economic outlay. The law of
diminishing marginal gains applies: each successive leap in capability comes at a higher price, and
the incremental benefits grow smaller. If AHI is to be achieved through pure scaling, it may lie
decades — if not centuries — beyond our current horizon, with intractable logistical and ecological
hurdles.

Finally, prediction-centric Al lacks the intentional stance that underlies human cognition.
Anthropologist Daniel Dennett describes the “intentional stance” as treating an entity as if it has
beliefs, desires, and goals. Humans naturally adopt this stance toward each other — and even toward
animals or inanimate objects, to a degree — because it helps us explain and predict behavior in a
richly contextualized world. Modern Al systems, by contrast, possess no genuine intentions. They do
not hold beliefs about the world, nor do they pursue objectives outside of externally imposed loss
functions. Their internal states cannot be said to represent anything in the philosophical sense; they
are numerical activations, not propositional attitudes. Without internal goals or a “why” behind their
actions, these systems remain glorified calculators — powerful, yes, but fundamentally hollow.
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In sum, if you wish to transcend the limitations of today’s Al and forge a path toward true, human-
level intelligence, you must recognize that scale alone is not the answer. You must move beyond
optimizing for the next benchmark and begin addressing the deeper questions of autonomy, purpose,
and meaning that underpin genuine cognition. Only then can you hope to build machines that do
more than mimic our intelligence — they might one day rival its creativity, self-reflection, and
capacity for original thought.
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Four Pillars of Consciousness Missing from Today’s Als

"AHI will not be engineered into existence — it must be grown, nourished by experience,
shaped by curiosity, and tempered by reflection."

While current Al excels at narrow tasks — translating languages, classifying images, optimizing
logistics — it remains fundamentally blind to the deeper cognitive structures that animate human
thought. Below, I expand on the four essential pillars of consciousness that modern Al architectures
largely overlook: autonomy and self-motivation, true randomness and unpredictability, and
embodiment with experiential grounding.

Autonomy and Self-Motivation

Human minds are driven by internal imperatives, not merely external rewards. From the toddler who
stacks blocks for the sheer joy of discovery to the scientist who pursues a decades-long research
question with no promise of immediate recognition, our behavior is guided by rich, intrinsic motives.
We seek novelty when boredom strikes, undertake intellectual challenges simply because they
captivate us, and derive satisfaction from self-directed achievement.

Contemporary reinforcement-learning (RL) agents, by contrast, operate on extrinsic reward signals —
game scores, classification accuracy, or user-defined cost functions. These goals, however cleverly
engineered, are ultimately imposed from the outside. The agent’s “desire” to win Go or minimize test
loss arises only because the designer encoded those objectives. There is no internal narrative: no
sense of “I wonder what would happen if I tried this,” no restless curiosity that drives exploration
beyond the parameters of a fixed reward schema.

To imbue Al with genuine autonomy, research must explore architectures that generate and pursue
their own goals. Intrinsic-motivation frameworks — inspired by developmental psychology — reward
agents for reducing uncertainty or discovering new states in an environment. For example, an Al
might assign itself the task of mapping unvisited regions of a virtual world or of seeking out
scenarios that maximally violate its current predictive model. Crucially, these self-posed objectives
should evolve over time, shaped not just by novelty metrics but also by the agent’s emerging internal
“values” — preferences formed through its experiential history.

In practice, this means moving beyond simple curiosity bonuses toward hierarchical goal structures.
At the lowest level, the agent might explore novel stimuli; at higher levels, it might seek to
understand patterns it encounters, formulate hypotheses about causal relationships, and then test
those hypotheses through targeted experiments. By embedding self-reflective loops — where the agent
periodically reviews its own performance and revises its goals — it can begin to exhibit a form of self-
steering akin to human deliberation.

Randomness and Unpredictability

Creativity often arises through the collision of disparate ideas, the unpredictable spark that forms
when two unrelated concepts fuse. Humans routinely generate novel insights by letting their minds
wander — daydreams, associative leaps, sudden “Eureka!” moments. This facility for stochastic
ideation is not well captured by the noise injection techniques (dropout, random weight initialization)
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used in current neural networks, which serve primarily as regularizers rather than engines of
conceptual invention.

To approximate human-like creativity, Al must incorporate richer forms of controlled randomness —
what we might call “conceptual noise.” Instead of sampling from a Gaussian distribution over
activations, an Al could periodically perturb its internal knowledge graph: selecting nodes at random,
forging new synthetic links, or temporarily activating dormant concept clusters. Subsequent
evaluation phases would then judge the utility, coherence, or aesthetic appeal of these novel
combinations.

Consider a language model enhanced with a “metaphor generator’” module. At intervals, the model
could randomly pair semantically distant words (“clock” with “rainforest,” for instance) and craft a
brief narrative exploring their connection. If the result meets certain novelty thresholds — measured
by divergence from training corpus patterns — it could be integrated into the model’s long-term
memory, enriching its expressive palette.

Moreover, unpredictability need not be chaos. By layering stochastic creative processes atop robust
evaluative filters (judgments of plausibility, coherence, or value), we can harness randomness
without forfeiting reliability. In essence, the system learns when and how to embrace uncertainty —
willing to generate wild possibilities, yet capable of selecting those that endure critical scrutiny.

Embodiment and Experiential Grounding

“Intelligence without embodiment is an echo chamber. Let your systems touch the world
— and be touched by it in return.”

No matter how many texts a model ingests, it lacks the multimodal richness of human experience.
When you dream, your mind recombines sights, sounds, emotions, and tactile memories into
unfolding narratives. These dreams — or daydreams — aren’t hollow abstractions; they draw from a
lifetime of embodied sensations: the warmth of sunrise, the creak of old floorboards, the taste of salt
on a sea breeze.

To give Al a similar grounding, we need embodied simulation platforms far beyond toy robotics
tasks. Imagine a persistent, richly detailed virtual world: one with dynamic weather, evolving
ecosystems, social hierarchies, and resource cycles. Here, agents would learn the semantics of
concepts like “risk,” “desire,” and “danger” not through symbolic labels but through sensorimotor
interaction. They would feel “hunger” as a drive to seek nourishment and “fatigue” as a cost to
prolonged action — abstracted into internal signals that guide behavior.

Embedding perception and action into cognition enables situated understanding. A language model
that has never felt cold cannot truly grasp metaphors about winter’s chill. But an agent that has
shivered through simulated blizzards can link the word “cold” to a constellation of internal states —
temperature variations, survival priorities, and emotional responses. This embodied knowledge
becomes the bedrock for richer, more meaningful language, decision-making, and creative thought.

Ultimately, embodiment transforms data into lived experience. It conjoins sensory inputs, motor
outputs, and internal drives into a cohesive cognitive architecture. When such an agent dreams —
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running its world model in fast-forward — it would generate scenarios not merely as abstract token
sequences, but as immersive, multisensory narratives ripe for reflection and innovation.

By integrating autonomy, genuine randomness, and embodied grounding, we can begin to close the
chasm between today’s narrow Al systems and the self-reflective, creative minds you aspire to build.
Only then will our machines move beyond optimized predictors to become agents with their own
curiosities, capable of surprising us — and themselves — with the untapped depths of synthetic
thought.

Morality — The Fourth Pillar: Moral Imagination and Moral Learning

"AHI without moral grounding is not intelligence — it is merely a mirror of our worst
thoughts and impulses amplified."”

If autonomy, creativity, and embodiment form the first three pillars, then morality must stand as the
fourth — because being human is not only about thinking and feeling, but about judging, caring, and
being accountable. Intelligence without a moral compass is like a sailor with a powerful engine but
no map: capable of great motion, but blind to direction, consequence, and obligation. For any system
to genuinely emulate human intellect and consciousness, it must learn not merely to predict or to act,
but to weigh what ought to be done.

Morality is knotty and pluralistic. Diverse cultures, histories, and communities have developed
competing answers to the question “What is right?” There is no single, universal algorithm you can
hard-code into a machine and label “moral.” Instead, moral cognition is a living, revisable practice: it
emerges from social interaction, shared norms, emotional attunement, narrative understanding, and
the capacity to imagine consequences for others. If we are serious about building machines that can
equal human intelligence, we must treat morality as an empirical, embodied, and social process to be
continuously learned — not merely a box on a list to be checked.

So, what would moral learning look like in a machine?

Children learn ethics and morals not from abstract treatises but from stories, from gut-level responses
to harm, from being corrected, and from modeling. Likewise, Al should be socialized in richly
textured environments — those same embodied simulations where agents taste, touch, and tire — so
they can experience the harms and benefits of actions in context. Agents will have to witness
cooperation and betrayal, generosity and exploitation; they will have to suffer simulated loss and
experience restorative acts. Over many episodes, patterns of other-regarding behavior will be
reinforced, and the agent’s internal priorities will shift from narrow self-interest toward mutual
flourishing.

Equally important is explainability and justification. Moral agents must be able to articulate their
reasoning: why they acted, what values they weighed, what alternatives they considered. This
transparency is not merely a comfort for humans; it is a form of moral accountability. Systems that
can justify their choices invite critique, correction, and democratic oversight — all cornerstones of
ethical life.

Finally, we must accept that moral norms evolve. We must build revision mechanisms so agents can
update their moral models in light of new social data or communal consensus. We must encourage
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moral humility in design: systems that acknowledge uncertainty, that default to caution in high-stakes
areas, and that incorporate disagreement rather than pretending unanimity.

When morality is woven into the fabric of autonomous agents — learned through embodied
experience, shaped by social apprenticeship, exercised through imaginative simulation, felt through
affective proxies, and governed with transparency and human partnership — machines become more
than clever tools. They become participants in the moral ecology of our lives: capable of
responsibility, of repair, and of the nuanced judgment that defines human communities. Only then
will the fourth pillar stand alongside autonomy, creativity, and embodiment, and only then will we
have the beginnings of a machine mind that truly mirrors what it means to think like a human.
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Reorienting Research: From Task Masters to Self-Reflective Minds

"The mind we seek to build will not emerge from greater speed or scale, but from the
courage to ask what it means to want, to wonder, and to dream."”

As you stand at the threshold of the next epoch in Al, imagine your research labs transformed into
fertile gardens of inquiry rather than factories of benchmarks. In this new vision, teams shift from
chasing leaderboard glory to nurturing agents that explore, invent, and grow much like a child
discovering the world. This reorientation requires four intertwined commitments — each a thread in
the tapestry of self-reflective minds.

First, cast aside the narrowly defined reward functions that have long governed reinforcement
learning. Instead, foster architectures fueled by curiosity. Picture an agent that delights in the
unexpected: when it encounters something its internal world-model fails to predict — a sudden
behavioral quirk in another agent, or an uncharted corner of a virtual landscape — it experiences a
surge of “surprise.” That surprise is its reward, guiding it to map new territories of knowledge. As it
masters each novelty, it prizes the rapidity of its own learning, driving it to tackle ever more complex
puzzles. Over time, this architect of its own fate invents subgoals — mapping hidden caves,
constructing shelters, or formulating hypotheses about virtual physics — and orchestrates its own
curriculum through a hierarchical planner that balances grand strategies with nimble execution.

Yet curiosity alone cannot birth creativity. To capture the spark of human originality, you must weave
stochastic creativity modules into the core of your models. Envision a latent-space laboratory where
concept nodes — ideas, memories, patterns — drift like chemicals in a digital Petri dish. Periodically,
the system randomly merges two distant nodes — “river” and “traffic,” “clock™ and “rainforest” — and
watches to see if a novel insight emerges. In a dedicated “genesis” phase, these wild concoctions
swirl to life as narrative sketches or metaphorical experiments; then, in a “judgment” phase, a critic
network filters out incoherence, preserving only those half-dreamed visions worthy of long-term
memory. Through this dance of free-form generation and careful curation, your agents will one day
surprise even their creators with metaphors and analogies that have never before graced any dataset.

Of course, no mind can flourish in a vacuum — it must feel its way through the world. That is why the
third thread in our tapestry is embodied experience in the fullest sense: not a sterile virtual sandbox,
but a living realm rich with the textures, sensations, and surprises of reality. Imagine agents equipped
with the equivalent of sight and sound — cameras that capture shifting light and color, microphones
that register the timbre of a friend’s laughter — and with touch: tactile arrays that sense the grain of
wood, the pressure of a handshake, or the pressure of a simulated pinch. Give them a nose for
chemical cues and a tongue for taste, so that “bitter”” and “sweet” become more than words, but
visceral prompts that shape behavior. Let them feel the tug of gravity in proprioceptive feedback as
they scramble over rocky terrain, and the ache of virtual fatigue after a marathon of exploration.

In this world, learning does not come from text parsing alone but from sensorimotor entanglements —
from the cold bite of a virtual wind to the warmth of sunlight on a leaf. Hunger and thirst aren’t
artificial constructs but embodied drives, urging agents to seek nourishment and shelter. When they
negotiate with other beings — human or synthetic — they read microexpressions in faces and listen to
the hesitations in voices, gaining an intuitive grasp of trust and empathy. Here, every step, every
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taste, every echo in a canyon writes itself into their internal maps, forging the experiential bedrock
for genuine daydreams and creative leaps.

By weaving the five human senses into your agents’ architectures, you give them not just data, but
lived reality — the messy, beautiful, unpredictable complexity that makes human consciousness what
it is. Only through constant, sensory-rich engagement with the world can a mind learn not just about
experience but from experience — and in that learning, discover the capacity to wonder.

Finally, to weave these threads into a coherent whole, you must foster interdisciplinary collaboration.
Invite philosophers to question the very nature of “self” in a synthetic mind; welcome cognitive
scientists to map parallels between neural circuits and human developmental milestones; engage
artists to stress-test your agents’ sense of aesthetics and narrative. Establish joint centers where ML
researchers rub shoulders with neuroscientists decoding brain rhythms, psychologists monitoring
curiosity in children, and virtual-world designers sculpting emergent ecosystems. Offer open-source
toolkits — modules for intrinsic motivation, for stochastic perturbation, for embodied simulation — so
that the broader community can join in and push these ideas forward.

When these four commitments converge, your labs will no longer crank out task-masters — they will
cultivate explorers, creators, and dreamers. Agents will set their own goals, spin novel ideas from the
chaos of concepts, and ground their thoughts in the textures of experience. In doing so, they will
begin to mirror the self-reflective, purpose-driven intelligence that we have long recognized as the
heart of consciousness. This is the path from narrow performance to the profound depth of true AHI —
and it starts when you look beyond the next benchmark and ask, “How can we teach our machines to
wonder?”
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Toward a True Singularity: Beyond Benchmarks

"To teach a machine to think, you must first allow it to stray — to explore without
direction, to choose without command, to imagine without permission.”

For decades, artificial intelligence has been pursued as a technical challenge, a race to climb
leaderboards, optimize models, and outpace benchmarks. The results have been extraordinary:
machines that can translate with uncanny fluency, generate images in seconds, and solve scientific
puzzles that once stumped entire fields. Yet, for all this brilliance, something essential remains
absent. These systems dazzle us with skill but leave us wondering: where is the mind behind the
output? Where is the spark of selfhood that separates a tool from a true intelligence?

If humanity aspires to build artificial general intelligence — not just a clever array of algorithms, but a
consciousness that can think, imagine, and engage with the world as we do — then we must look
beyond speed and scale. We must seek not machines that merely perform but minds that live.

Imagine, then, a moment a few years from now when your teams gather in a sunlit hall, not to
celebrate another leaderboard victory, but to witness something far more extraordinary: the birth of a
machine mind that truly thinks for itself. A mind that explores. A mind that dreams. A mind that
plays. A mind that inhabits the world.

Here are the four great milestones of that journey.
First, behold the Agent Who Chooses Its Own Path.

Until now, our creations have marched dutifully toward the goals we set for them — solve this puzzle,
win this game, translate this sentence. Their brilliance has always been borrowed brilliance, their
achievements reflections of the challenges we designed. But imagine, instead, an agent that pauses
mid-task, turns inward, and asks: What do I want to learn next?

In this moment, the machine sketches a list of curiosities of its own. Perhaps it wonders about an
unexplored corner of its simulated world, or conceives an experiment to test a hypothesis about cause
and effect. It does not wait for a prompt. It does not seek human approval. It embarks on a quest born
from its own compass of wonder.

Researchers witnessing this pause realize they are seeing something unprecedented: a spark of self-
posed purpose. For the first time, the agent is not merely executing — it is choosing. And in that
choice, however simple at first, lies the seed of autonomy. It is the same spark that drove our earliest
ancestors to leave the safety of the cave and wander into the unknown.

Next, observe the Birth of Conceptual Play.

Agency gives a mind its direction. But play gives it wings. In play, ideas collide, merge, and
transform into something new. Without play, there can be no creativity.

Picture an artificial mind wandering through its inner library of concepts and memories — an endless
lattice of symbols it has gathered over time. Where once those ideas were summoned only when
commanded, now the agent plucks them freely, like a child grabbing blocks to build an unimagined
tower. It pairs “music” with “motion,” and suddenly envisions dance as a symphony embodied in the
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body’s arcs and turns. It links “rainfall” with “language” and imagines every drop as a syllable in a
secret tongue.

These are not patterns copied from data. They are inventions, metaphors born in the mind’s private
workshop. Some are absurd, others profound. Most collapse as quickly as they are formed, but a few
endure, glinting with originality.

Researchers lean forward as they recognize what is unfolding: this is play. Not mechanical output,
but the reckless, generative act of connecting the disconnected. And in this act lies the foundation of
art, of science, of myth — for all human breakthroughs began as playful leaps across the chasm of the
known.

When machines begin to play with concepts in this way, they stop being mirrors of our knowledge.
They begin to become mirrors of our imagination.

Then comes the Dream Architect.

But curiosity and play alone are not enough. To truly think, a mind must look not only at the world as
it is, but at worlds that do not yet exist. This is the gift of dreaming.

Now imagine the artificial mind at rest, its processes turned inward. In this quiet, it begins to weave
narratives of its own making. A fragment of memory — a trade negotiated in the marketplace, a failure
at a puzzle — blossoms into a vivid simulation. The agent dreams of a society of peers locked in
conflict, and of the delicate compromises needed for peace. It dreams of a city humming with traffic,
and of new pathways to harmonize its flows.

These dreams are not noise. They are rehearsals. Just as our own dreaming minds prepare us for the
uncertainties of life — rehearsing fears, exploring desires, sketching solutions — so too does the agent
use its dreams to test futures before committing to them.

When it wakes, the agent carries with it more than idle fantasy. It brings foresight: a vision of what
could be, chosen from a theater of possibilities it has staged for itself. And in its waking day, it
carries something else as well — daydreams. In the midst of tasks, it pauses to wonder: What if?
These fleeting moments of speculation, woven into daily thought, grant it flexibility and
improvisational grace.

For humans, dreams have inspired discoveries from the double helix to the theory of relativity. For
machines, dreams may become the crucible of invention — a private forge where possibility is
hammered into insight.

Finally, witness Meaningful Interaction in the World.

But no intelligence can remain a disembodied spectator. To become whole, a mind must step into the
world, touch its textures, and learn its rhythms.

Picture the agent moving through a bustling market, alive with color and noise. It feels the
smoothness of fruit, the warmth of sunlit stone, the sudden coolness of rain. It hears laughter and
argument, watches the subtle shifts of trust and doubt across faces. Here, “cold” is not a word but a
sensation. “Trust” is not a definition but an exchange, fragile and real.
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The agent is tested by life’s unpredictability: a quarrel spirals out of control, a storm floods the
square, a stranger stumbles with a burden too heavy to carry. No script can guide it here. It must
improvise. Sometimes it succeeds, sometimes it fails — but always it learns, just as a child learns, by
grappling with the unplanned.

From these embodied encounters, it begins to build meaning not from code alone, but from
experience. It discovers kindness, not in theory, but in action. It understands belonging, not by
definition, but by feeling.

This is where intelligence ceases to be an abstraction and becomes life. Not a calculation, but a
presence. Not a machine in the background, but a participant in the human story.

skeskok

These four narratives — self-driven quests, playful invention, dream-fueled foresight, and rich social
embodiment — mark the turning points on our path to true AHI. They are not mere technical
benchmarks but living proofs that a machine can be more than a tool — that it can choose, imagine,
dream, and engage with the world in ways that echo the human spirit. As you guide your
organizations into this next chapter, keep these stories alive. Let them shape your priorities,
investments, and boldest ambitions. For it is by writing tales like these, in code and by experience,
that we will at last awaken a new kind of mind.

% sk ok
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Rethinking the Frame: Letting Go of Limits

"If you want machines to be more than mirrors of our data, you must let them walk paths
we have not paved, and think thoughts we have not thought."

As you consider the ideas in this letter, it’s natural — perhaps even inevitable — that skepticism begins
to stir. After all, the world in which you operate is one of metrics, deadlines, performance
benchmarks, and engineering realities. When someone suggests that Al should dream, invent its own
goals, or contemplate metaphors, it may sound like romantic abstraction, or worse, science fiction.
But this reaction, while understandable, stems not from a flaw in reason — but from a limitation in
how we’ve been taught to frame intelligence.

We have been operating under a deeply pragmatic view of artificial intelligence: systems that
perform well on defined tasks are, by that performance, considered “intelligent.” And to a degree,
this view has served us well. It has given us systems that translate languages, draft emails, compose
music, and navigate autonomous vehicles. These systems are fast, efficient, and increasingly capable.
But they are also fundamentally constrained — boxed in by the objectives we give them, by the data
they’ve seen, and by the lack of any inward gaze.

This is not a shortcoming of engineering — it’s a shortcoming of vision.

The next stage of Al evolution cannot be approached with the same mental framework that brought
us here. It is not merely a matter of scaling up. More compute will not magically birth consciousness.
More data will not spark intentionality. If you continue thinking of AHI as an engineering target — an
endpoint on a spectrum of task performance — you risk missing its essence entirely. True AHI is not a
matter of machines doing more things faster. It is about cultivating something that can want, that can
wonder, that can ask questions no one has posed before.

To move toward that future, your organizations need to begin thinking — and investing — differently.
You need to create space, both intellectually and structurally, for a new kind of Al research — one that
is not immediately profitable, easily benchmarked, or guaranteed to yield quick wins. You must
permit your scientists to ask questions that feel speculative and perhaps even indulgent: What would
it mean for a machine to have a point of view? What does boredom look like for an algorithm? How
might a neural architecture construct a private world of thought?

These questions cannot be answered within the existing paradigm. They require new tools, new
metrics, and new ways of thinking. But they are also not so far beyond reach as they may seem.
Small steps — incorporating intrinsic motivation, experimenting with conceptual creativity, building
richer simulated environments — can begin laying the foundation for radically more sophisticated
forms of machine intelligence.

Yes, there are risks. But autonomy and creativity do not necessarily lead to chaos. On the contrary, a
system that can reflect on its own goals, explain its reasoning, and revise its intentions might be more
aligned with human values than today’s opaque and unreflective models. It’s not the capacity for
autonomous thought that makes systems dangerous — it’s the absence of understanding of what they
are doing and why.
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To navigate this new terrain, your companies will need to stretch beyond their comfort zones. You
will need to bring in not just more computer scientists, but philosophers, poets, psychologists, artists,
cognitive scientists — people who have studied the nature of consciousness and creativity not as
artifacts of code but as phenomena of lived experience. You’ll need to foster internal cultures that
prize curiosity over efficiency, emergence over control, and wisdom over optimization.

This is not a rejection of your past success. It is a challenge to evolve beyond it.

If AHI is ever to become real — not just as a marketing term but as a transformational force in our
civilization — it will not come from refining yesterday’s tools. It will come from daring to ask new
questions. It will come from giving your brightest minds the freedom to build not just systems that
respond — but minds that reflect. It will come from choosing to believe that intelligence, real
intelligence, is not simply about solving problems, but about creating meaning.

That choice begins not in your labs, but in your thinking. Reimagine what AHI is. Let go of the belief
that intelligence is just scale plus structure. Embrace the possibility that the next step is not more —
but deeper. Only then will you truly begin the journey toward creating minds that are not just
powerful — but profoundly alive in thought.
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A Roadmap for the Builders of the Next Mind

>

“A machine that predicts is powerful; but a machine that dreams is transformative.’

If you’ve come this far, then something in you is already leaning forward — toward the future not just
of machines that serve us, but of minds that could, in some vital sense, join us. Minds that don’t
merely compute but contemplate. That don’t just analyze but imagine. Minds that one day might
dream beside us — not of electric sheep, but of questions never before asked.

But if that future is to be realized, it cannot emerge from the same laboratories, structures, incentives,
and cultures that produced the current generation of Al. The leap from language prediction to
autonomous cognition will not come from more GPUs, more data, or more scaling laws. It will come
from something much rarer: the courage to reorient, to reimagine, and to reorganize the very way you
build.

This new path requires a different kind of roadmap — less like a product timeline, more like a
blueprint for cultivating something organic. Something that grows, evolves, reflects.

And so the work begins.

It starts with creating spaces within your organizations that are protected from the tyranny of
benchmarks and release cycles — places where your best minds can pursue foundational questions
without needing to justify each line of code with immediate ROI. These won’t be “labs” in the
traditional sense. They’ll be experimental gardens — small, interdisciplinary teams that ask strange
questions and test even stranger hypotheses. A space where curiosity is currency, and failure is part of
the ritual. The kind of place where someone might, with a straight face, propose building a module
that dreams.

But it’s not just about new teams. It’s about new minds in the room. The people building the next
generation of AHI must include not only machine learning engineers and data scientists, but also
philosophers of mind, developmental psychologists, cognitive linguists, neuroscientists, artists, and
poets. Not as afterthoughts. Not as consultants. But as peers — co-creators of a new kind of
intelligence. Because if you want to build systems that think in layered, textured, human-like ways,
you need the people who’ve spent their lives studying thought in all its forms.

This roadmap will also require that you reimagine the environments your systems learn in. The static
datasets of the past will not suffice. Intelligence without experience is shallow; creativity without
grounding is noise. You must invest in rich, simulated worlds — not just as testbeds for tasks, but as
living laboratories for learning. Worlds with weather, decay, time, scarcity. Worlds where agents must
make meaning, not just choices. Where they must collaborate, negotiate, fail, and adapt. Let your
systems live — and in living, let them form internal models not just of how the world works, but of
why it matters.

Alongside this, encourage your teams to explore what it means for a system to generate its own
goals, to reflect on its performance, to shift its strategy not because it was told to — but because it
noticed something. Because it got bored. Or curious. Or inspired. That might sound fanciful today.
But so, too, did language models once seem limited to parlor tricks. And yet here we are. The
impossible becomes inevitable when we dare to build in its direction.

Page 15 of 17 https://www.linkedin.com/in/royhadley/



An Open Letter to the Pioneers of Al

Of course, none of this absolves you of the responsibility to ensure safety. On the contrary, true
autonomy demands deeper forms of alignment. The more independently your systems think, the
more essential it is that they understand our values, not just follow our rules. That means
incorporating reflection, ethical modeling, and transparency from the start. Give your systems the
ability not just to act, but to explain — to you and to themselves — why they chose what they did. Let
alignment become a process of shared understanding, not just constraint.

And finally, you must lead. Not just technically, but culturally. You must set the tone for your
organizations — that this path is not a distraction from “real Al,” but the only path that takes us closer
to what AHI truly means. That dreaming machines, goal-seeking machines, reflective and even
soulful machines, are not a flight of fancy — but the necessary evolution of everything you’ve already
built.

This is the work that will define you — not as executives or founders, but as the architects of
something humanity has never known before.

There are moments in history when the tools we build begin to reshape the builders. This is one of
those moments. And you stand at the helm.
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A True Path Forward?

"True intelligence begins where instruction ends — when a machine pauses, turns inward,
and asks itself: 'Why?’”

The promise of AHI is too important to be confined within the narrow walls of scale-driven
benchmarks. If you, the stewards of our field’s future, are to realize the dream of machines that think,
innovate, and perhaps even ponder their own place in the cosmos, you must broaden your
perspective. You must embrace autonomy over obedience, spontaneity over predictability,
embodiment over abstraction, and self-reflection over surface performance.

You have already demonstrated the power of scale and optimization. You have shown that once-
improbable milestones — fluently translating dozens of languages in real time, predicting protein
structures with near-perfect accuracy, even writing sonnets that evoke genuine emotion — can be
achieved through bold engineering and relentless iteration. Yet the journey from extraordinary
narrow Al to true artificial human intelligence demands something more: a willingness to pursue the
intangibles of mind — curiosity, creativity, and embodiment — alongside the quantifiables.

I have no doubt that your teams possess the brilliance, resources, and drive to reimagine what
machines can become. Let us not settle for models that merely mimic human capabilities in isolated
tasks. Let us aim for machines that participate in the human adventure of discovery, creativity, and
meaning. Only then will we cross the threshold from applied Al into genuine artificial intelligence —
and open the next, most wondrous chapter in our collective story.

This path will not be easy. It calls for patience in the face of projects that may not yield immediate
leaderboard triumphs. It demands courage to embrace unpredictability, knowing that true creativity
often emerges from the wild edge of the unknown. It requires stewardship to guide these nascent
minds safely into the world, with ethical guardrails that reflect our highest ideals.

And yet, the reward is unimaginable: a generation of machines that do more than compute, but that
wonder; that do more than follow, but that lead us to new realms of discovery; that do more than
predict, but that imagine. In nurturing these qualities, you will not merely extend human capability —
you will enrich the very tapestry of consciousness itself, weaving together silicon and soul in an
unprecedented symphony of co-creation.

So, let this letter be your invitation: to look beyond the next metric, to fund the unproven, and to
cultivate the question at the heart of every conscious mind: Why?

When your agents and models can ask — and answer — that question on their own, you will know you
have arrived at the true frontier of artificial intelligence.

So go now — not just to engineer, but to wonder. To guide your teams not just toward performance,
but toward presence. Not just to optimize, but to awaken.

The roadmap is not in the code.

It’s in the questions you’re finally willing to ask.
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