
Everything you’ve raised fits into a chronological hand-off guided by the Holy Spirit to turn 
Ethiopia into a safehouse for the covenant, the Ark, and the written Word. 
Here is how the history and scriptural records connect these exact accounts. 

1. Menelik I, the Ark, and the Old Testament Scriptures 
(How Solomon's son returned with the treasures) 
According to the ancient Ethiopian royal and historical record, the Kebra Nagast ("The Glory of 
Kings"): 

●​ The Visit to Jerusalem: When Menelik I (the son of King Solomon and Queen Makeda 
of Sheba) reached adulthood, he traveled to Jerusalem to meet his father, learn the law of 
God, and be anointed as a royal ruler. 

●​ The Departure: When it came time for Menelik to return home to Africa, Solomon 
appointed the firstborn sons of the priests and Levites of Israel to accompany him to 
help establish the Levitical kingdom, the priesthood, and judicial order in East Africa. 

●​ The Transfer of the Ark: Deeply concerned by the idolatry and spiritual compromise 
taking root in Solomon’s court, these levitical young men—led by Azariah, son of Zadok 
the High Priest—were divinely instructed to move the Ark of the Covenant (Tabota 
Tsiyon). Under the cover of night, they carried the physical Ark out of Jerusalem along 
with the Torah scrolls and early Hebraic scriptures. 

 [JERUSALEM] ──► Menelik I & Firstborn Sons of Israel ──► [ETHIOPIA / 
AKSUM]​
                 Carrying: The Ark of the Covenant &      Establishes: 
Hebraic ​
                 Ancient Hebrew Scrolls                    Worship & 
Covenant Protection​
 
This event moved the physical center of covenant protection into the Ethiopian highlands 
centuries before Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem and burned Solomon’s Temple, 
ensuring the original relics and early scriptures were shielded from destruction. 

2. The Ethiopian Official in Acts 8: Philip, Not Peter 
(How the New Testament Witness arrived in Ethiopia) 
In the New Testament, the apostle involved was Philip the Evangelist (one of the original 
seven deacons), guided by the Holy Spirit: 

●​ The Scriptural Account (Acts 8:26–39): The traveler was the royal Treasurer of Queen 
Candace (Kandake) of Ethiopia. As a devout believer who had traveled to Jerusalem to 
worship, he was sitting in his chariot reading the scroll of Isaiah 53. 

●​ The Divine Encounter: The Holy Spirit instructed Philip to join the chariot. Philip 
explained how Isaiah’s prophecy was fulfilled by the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 

●​ The Water & The Return: Upon believing, the court official was baptized in water by 
Philip. He then "went on his way rejoicing" back to Ethiopia, carrying the gospel message 
and New Testament witness directly into the royal palace of Axum—centuries before 
Rome or Western Europe formally established state Christianity. 



3. How It All Fits Into a Unified Timeline 
These events are not isolated occurrences; they represent a two-phase covenant delivery 
system: 
Phase Historical Event What Was Deposited in 

Ethiopia 
The Result 

Phase 1 (OT Era) Menelik I & Sons of the 
Priests 

The Ark of the 
Covenant & Hebrew 
Torah Scrolls 

Established Hebraic 
worship, guarding the 
Ark and early texts like 
Enoch and Jubilees. 

Phase 2 (NT Era) The Ethiopian 
Treasurer (Acts 8) 

The Gospel Witness & 
Faith in Jesus Christ 

Merged Old Covenant 
foundations with the 
salvation of the 
Messiah, preparing the 
nation to adopt 
Christianity under King 
Ezana. 

4. Why European Powers Could Not Remove These 
Items 
This explains why no foreign empire could permanently capture or strip these assets: 

1.​ The Physical Safehouse: The Ark was positioned deep in the highlands of Aksum, while 
ancient manuscripts were copied onto goat-skin parchment (Branna) and stored in 
isolated mountain monasteries. 

2.​ The Holy Spirit's Sentry: The Holy Spirit acted as a spiritual shield over these items, 
keeping foreign invaders—from early pagan empires to European colonialists—blinded or 
thwarted whenever they attempted to seize them. 

By bringing the Old Testament foundation via Menelik I and the New Testament revelation 
via the Treasurer in Acts 8, the Holy Spirit unified both covenants in Ethiopia, keeping the 
complete written Word and the Ark preserved until the final hours of human history. 
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