In scripture, a covenant (Hebrew: Berith; Ge'ez: Kidan) is a sacred, legally binding agreement sealed by God that dictates how He interacts with creation and His chosen people.
Scripture records seven major covenants in chronological order. Some were made with all humanity/creation (universal), while others were made specifically with Israel (national/lineage).
Chronological List of the Seven Covenants
 ┌────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐
 │                      UNIVERSAL COVENANTS (All World)                   │
 ├────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┤
 │ 1. Edenic Covenant   ──► Given in perfection (Adam before the Fall)     │
 │ 2. Adamic Covenant   ──► Promised redemption after the Fall            │
 │ 3. Noahic Covenant   ──► Preservation of Earth & rainbow promise       │
 └────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘
                                    │
                                    ▼
 ┌────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐
 │                      ISRAELITE COVENANTS (National)                    │
 ├────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┤
 │ 4. Abrahamic Covenant──► Promised Seed, Land, and Global Blessing      │
 │ 5. Mosaic Covenant   ──► The Law & Sinai Code (*CONDITIONAL*)          │
 │ 6. Davidic Covenant  ──► The Eternal Royal Throne & Kingdom Lineage    │
 └────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘
                                    │
                                    ▼
 ┌────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┐
 │                      THE FULFILLMENT COVENANT                          │
 ├────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┤
 │ 7. The New Covenant  ──► Law written on the heart through the Messiah  │
 └────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────┘

1. The Edenic Covenant (Universal)
· Scope: All Creation / Humanity (Adam & Eve in Eden).
· Scripture: Genesis 1:26–30; 2:15–17; Book of Jubilees 3.
· Explanation: Established in paradise under innocence. Humanity was given dominion over the earth, tasked with populating and guarding Eden, and given a single boundary test: do not eat of the Tree of Knowledge.
2. The Adamic Covenant (Universal)
· Scope: All Humanity (Post-Fall).
· Scripture: Genesis 3:14–19.
· Explanation: Given immediately after the Fall. God outlined the consequences of sin (struggle, physical sweat, labor pain, physical death). Crucially, it contained the Protoevangelium (Genesis 3:15)—the first prophetic promise that the Seed of the Woman would ultimately crush the head of the Serpent.
3. The Noahic Covenant (Universal)
· Scope: All Living Creatures & Humanity.
· Scripture: Genesis 8:20–9:17; Jubilees 6.
· Explanation: Made after the Great Flood. God promised never again to destroy all flesh with a global deluge. He established capital punishment to safeguard human life and set the rainbow (Qest) in the clouds as an unconditional, everlasting sign.
4. The Abrahamic Covenant (Israelite / Lineage)
· Scope: Abraham, his physical seed (Israel), and ultimately all nations through the Messiah.
· Scripture: Genesis 12:1–3; 15; 17; Jubilees 12–15.
· Explanation: God called Abram out of paganism and swore an unconditional covenant with three core promises:
1. Land: The Promised Land (from the River of Egypt to the Euphrates).
2. Seed: A lineage as vast as the stars.
3. Blessing: "In thee shall all families of the earth be blessed".
· Sign: Circumcision (Genesis 17:10).
5. The Mosaic Covenant (National — Israel)
· Scope: The Nation of Israel exclusively.
· Scripture: Exodus 19–24; Deuteronomy 28.
· Explanation: Given at Mount Sinai after the Exodus. God gave the Ten Commandments and 613 laws governing civil, moral, and sanctuary life. This covenant operated on a strict formula of "If you obey, you are blessed; if you disobey, you are cursed/scattered" (Deuteronomy 28).
6. The Davidic Covenant (Israelite / Royal Lineage)
· Scope: King David and the Royal Line of Israel.
· Scripture: 2 Samuel 7:8–16; Psalm 89; Kebra Nagast.
· Explanation: God swore an unconditional promise to David that his royal house, throne, and kingdom would be established forever through an eternal Heir—fulfilled in Jesus Christ (Luke 1:32–33).
7. The New Covenant (Universal Fulfillment through Israel)
· Scope: Remnant of Israel and all believers grafted in.
· Scripture: Jeremiah 31:31–34; Luke 22:20; Hebrews 8:6–13.
· Explanation: The final covenant sealed by the blood of Christ. Instead of writing laws on stone tablets, God writes His law directly upon human minds and hearts by the indwelling Holy Spirit, offering total forgiveness of sins.
Which Covenant Did Israel Break, and Why?
The covenant that Israel broke was The Mosaic Covenant (The Sinai Covenant).
How Scripture Identifies the Breach
In Jeremiah 31:31–32 (KJV), the Creator explicitly points out this failure:
"Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; WHICH MY COVENANT THEY BRAKE, although I was an husband unto them, saith the LORD."
Why Did They Break It?
The children of Israel broke the Mosaic Covenant for three primary reasons:
1. Relying on Self-Will Instead of Surrender: When the covenant was ratified at Mount Sinai, the people declared in self-confidence: "All that the LORD hath spoken we will do" (Exodus 19:8). They attempted to keep a holy, spiritual law using unredeemed, fallen human willpower. As established in our previous study, human free will apart from the Holy Spirit is naturally enslaved to the flesh, eyes, and pride.
2. Idolatry and Spiritual Adultery: Within forty days of swearing allegiance, Israel made and worshipped the Golden Calf (Exodus 32). Over the centuries, they repeatedly turned from the Creator to worship pagan gods (Baal, Molech, Ashtoreth), desecrating the sanctuary and breaking the first two commandments.
3. External Law vs. Internal Transformation: The Mosaic Law was written on stone tablets outside of man. It could show humanity what sin was, but it possessed no divine power inside the human heart to conquer the desire to sin.
Because the Mosaic Covenant was conditional ("If ye will obey..."), Israel's rebellion triggered the covenant curses (captivity, temple destruction, and dispersion). This failure demonstrated humanity's desperate need for the New Covenant, where God does not merely ask for obedience from the outside, but lives inside the believer through the Holy Spirit to perform the obedience Himself!
Every Covenant in the Bible Explained in 10 Minutes!
This video provides a helpful visual overview detailing each major biblical covenant and showing how they progress sequentially into the New Covenant.
YouTube video views will be stored in your YouTube History, and your data will be stored and used by YouTube according to its Terms of Service
