In scriptural prophecy—tracing both the King James Version text and the Ethiopian canon (such as 1 Enoch and 4 Ezra/2 Esdras)—the withdrawal of the Holy Spirit's active protection and restraining presence over the saints occurs at a specific, critical midpoint: the middle of the 70th Week of Daniel (the start of the 1,260-day Great Tribulation).
The prophetic progression of this withdrawal and its specific operational function unfold as follows:
1. The Removal of the Restrainer (2 Thessalonians 2:7)
In the King James Version, 2 Thessalonians 2:7 speaks of the divine presence acting as a shield:
"For the mystery of iniquity doth already work only he who now letteth [restrains] will let, until he be taken out of the way."
The Holy Spirit does not vacate the physical earth during this period. Rather, the Spirit steps back from His role as the global restrainer and protective hedge around the saints on earth.
2. The Specific Period: Overcoming the Saints (Daniel 7 & Revelation 13)
When the Father instructs the Spirit to remove His protective covering over the saints left outside the Secret Place, the Beast system is permitted temporary physical power over them for a time, times, and half a time (1,260 days / 3.5 years):
· Daniel 7:25 (KJV):"And he shall speak great words against the most High and shall wear out the saints of the most High... and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time."
· Revelation 13:7 (KJV):"And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given to him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations."
This shift marks the transition from the general tribulation into the Great Tribulation, where those saints who are not sheltered in the Secret Place (Edom/Moab/Bozrah) are given over to physical martyrdom and refinement.
3. The Ethiopian Canon Perspective (1 Enoch & 4 Ezra)
In the Ethiopian Canon, this period is described in 1 Enoch 47 and 2 Esdras (4 Ezra) 5:
· Withdrawal of Divine Shielding: The textual imagery shows that the holy power holding back the flood of spiritual darkness shifts its function. The Spirit ceases to defend the physical bodies of the holy ones from persecution, allowing the count of the martyrs ("the blood of the righteous") to be fulfilled.
· Refinement by Fire: In 1 Enoch 100, the withdrawal of the protective hedge allows the earth to be evaluated, sifting those who endure unto the end (Matthew 24:13).
Summary of the Operational Shift
                  THE HOLY SPIRIT'S TRANSITION AT DAY 1,260

	PRE-MIDPOINT (RESTRAINING)
   
- Spirit acts as a global hedge 
- Prevents the full rise of the Beast
- Shelters the remnant moving to Bozrah 
                                                                           
	POST-MIDPOINT (REFINING)

- Protective hedge removed over saints outside refuge
- Beast given power to "wear out/overcome the saints"
- Spirit empowers saints for martyrdom & witness




                  
While the Spirit removes His protective restraint to allow the antichrist system its 1,260 days of authority, He retains His convicting and sealing presence, empowering those remaining saints to stand faithful unto death without taking the mark.
