


According to the prophetic framework of Scripture (specifically 2 Peter 3, Revelation 20–21, and the Ethiopian Canon), the transition between the old creation and the New Heaven and New Earth occurs at the close of the 1,000-year Millennial Reign.
1. How Long Does the Transformation Take?
Scripture describes the destruction and purification of the old earth and heavens by fire as an instantaneous, sudden event rather than a prolonged period.
"But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up." — 2 Peter 3:10 (KJV)
"And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was no place for them found." — Revelation 20:11 (KJV)
· The Nature of the Fire: The Greek term used in 2 Peter 3:10 for "pass away with a great noise" (rhoizēdon) refers to a sudden, rushing roar—an atomic-level dissolution where the physical elements (stoicheia) melt from fervent heat.
· Duration: It takes place in a moment at the conclusion of the Great White Throne Judgment, clearing the old creation instantly to make way for the descending New Jerusalem.
2. Where Are the Inhabitants and the Kingdom During the Transformation?
During this cosmic dissolution and rebirth by fire, the righteous inhabitants of the Lord's kingdom are preserved in a distinct spiritual and physical realm:


              WHERE ARE THE SAINTS DURING THE TRANSFORMATION?
	BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD 
- Gathered at the Great White Throne  
- Protected from the dissolving elements 
- Preserved in resurrected, incorruptible bodies                                                     
	ABOVE THE COSMIC FIRE
- Positioned outside the scope of the physical elements being melted
- Awaiting the descent of New Jerusalem



             
A. Preserved in Incorruptible Bodies
Because the resurrected saints, the 144,000, and the patriarchs possess glorified, immortal bodies (1 Corinthians 15:52–54), they are no longer subject to physical destruction, decay, or atomic fire.

B. Gathered Before the Great White Throne (Revelation 20:11–12)
As the old heaven and earth flee away, the entire population of the redeemed stands before the Great White Throne of God, which exists outside the physical space-time domain of the old creation:
1. The Wicked: Stand for final judgment and are cast into the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:14–15).
2. The Righteous: Preserved in the divine presence while the old creation is refined and replaced.
C. The Descent onto the New Earth (Revelation 21:1–3)
Once the sudden purification by fire is complete, John sees the immediate result:
· New Heaven and New Earth appear.
· The New Jerusalem (the Father's Kingdom) descends out of heaven from God.
· The saints enter the Holy City as it settles permanently onto the purified New Earth, where God Himself tabernacles among them forever.
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