The Book of Revelation (Chapter 11) does not name the two witnesses. Instead, Scripture identifies them by their prophetic actions, their miraculous powers, and Old Testament symbolism.
Among the candidates—Moses, Elijah, and Enoch—the overwhelming scriptural consensus points to Moses and Elijah as the two witnesses, though a notable traditional view includes Enoch alongside Elijah. Elisha is not one of the candidates identified in scripture or prophecy.
Why Moses and Elijah fit the Scriptural Profile
While Revelation 11:4 calls them "the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the God of the earth," the specific miracles they perform match the signatures of Moses and Elijah:
1. Matching Miracles (Revelation 11:5–6)
· Shutting up the Heavens: “These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy...” → This directly mirrors Elijah, who prayed and shut the heavens for three and a half years (1 Kings 17:1, James 5:17).
· Fire from their Mouths: “...fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth their enemies...” → Mirrors Elijah, who called fire down from heaven to consume his enemies (2 Kings 1:10).
· Turning Waters to Blood & Plagues: “...and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues...” → This directly mirrors Moses, who turned the Nile to blood and brought the ten plagues upon Egypt (Exodus 7–12).
2. The Transfiguration Preview (Matthew 17:1–3)
When Jesus gave Peter, James, and John a glimpse of His kingdom glory at the Transfiguration, only two Old Testament figures appeared in glory to speak with Him: Moses and Elijah.
3. Prophetic Promises of Return
· Elijah: Malachi 4:5 explicitly states, "Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord".
· Moses: Deuteronomy 18:15 promises a prophet like Moses, and in Jude 1:9, the Archangel Michael disputed with Satan over the body of Moses. God personally buried Moses' body in secret (Deuteronomy 34:5–6), which many scholars interpret as preserving his physical body for an end-times assignment.
What About Enoch?
The alternative view swaps Moses for Enoch (pairing Enoch and Elijah).
· The Argument for Enoch: Hebrews 9:27 states, "It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment". Both Enoch (Genesis 5:24) and Elijah (2 Kings 2:11) are the only two men in the Old Testament who were translated to heaven without dying a physical death. Proponents of this view argue that Enoch and Elijah must return to Earth in physical bodies to fulfill the mandate of dying once before being resurrected.
· Why Moses is preferred over Enoch: Revelation 11 takes place in Jerusalem during a time deeply connected to Israel's covenant redemption. Moses represents the Law, and Elijah represents the Prophets—the two pillars of witness throughout Israel's history and Scripture.
Their Death and Resurrection (Revelation 11:7–12)
When their 1,260-day (3.5-year) testimony is finished:
1. The Beast (Man of Sin): Makes war against them, overcomes them, and kills them in the streets of Jerusalem ("the great city... where also our Lord was crucified").
2. 3.5 Days Exposure: Their bodies lie unburied in the streets while the world celebrates their death.
3. Breath of Life Returns: After 3.5 days, "the Spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet." They are called up into heaven in a cloud while their enemy’s watch.
Summary Matrix
	Candidate
	Why They Are Included
	Prophetic Match to Rev 11

	Elijah (Virtually Certain)
	Never died; explicitly prophesied to return in Malachi 4:5.
	Shut down rain for 3.5 yrs; called fire down from heaven.

	Moses (Most Probable Companion)
	Stood with Elijah at the Transfiguration (Matt 17); body preserved by God (Jude 9).
	Turned waters into blood; struck the earth with plagues.

	Enoch (Alternative Companion)
	Never died (Gen 5:24); satisfies Hebrews 9:27 ("appointed once to die").
	Lacks specific miraculous plague matches compared to Moses.

	Elisha (Excluded)
	Received a double portion of Elijah's spirit, but died a natural death (2 Kings 13:20).
	Not connected to end-times witness prophecy in Scripture.



