To understand how the Holy Spirit acts as the "boots on the ground” member of the Trinity, it
helps to look at how both the King James Version (KJV) and the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo
scriptures frame His mission.

In both traditions, the Holy Spirit is the active, physical executioner of God’s will. If the Father is
the architect and the Son (the Word) is the blueprint, the Holy Spirit is the hands-on force
making it happen in our reality.

1. Before Eternity (The Pre-Creation Era)

In strict theology, nothing exists "before" eternity because eternity has no beginning. However,
before the creation of time and the physical universe, the Holy Spirit was already active in two
distinct ways:

Co-Eternal Existence (The Divine Council)

o The KJV: 1 John 5:7 states, "For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father,
the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one." Before anything was made, the
Spirit existed in perfect, equal unity within the Trinity.

e Ethiopian Scripture: The Ethiopian Anaphora (liturgical texts) explicitly states that the
Three Persons are co-equal and co-eternal. It teaches, "The One was not before the
Other... and the Second was not before the Third." The Holy Spirit was not a later
addition; He was there "before the world was created."

The Architect of Creation

When God decided to speak the universe into existence, the Holy Spirit was the immediate,
present force preparing the canvas.

e The KJV: Genesis 1:2 notes, "And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness
was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters."
The word "moved" in Hebrew implies vibrating or brooding—like a bird warming an egg to
bring forth life.

e Ethiopian Scripture: Ethiopian theology beautifully aligns with Saint Irenaeus's concept
that the Son and the Spirit are the "two hands" of the Father. While the Father wills and
the Son speaks, the Spirit perfects and animates the creation. In the uniquely canonical
Ethiopian Book of Enoch, the Spirit is described as the provider of wisdom and the
power that establishes the secrets of the cosmos before the world began.

2. Between Now and Eternity's End (The Current Era)

Right now, we live in the "Age of the Spirit." Jesus ascended to heaven, leaving the Holy Spirit
as the primary divine agent stationed on Earth to carry out the daily operations of God's
kingdom.

Sustaining and Animating Life

e The KJV: Job 33:4 says, "The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the
Almighty hath given me life." The Spirit keeps the world from collapsing into chaos.

e Ethiopian Scripture: In the Ge'ez tradition, the Spirit is understood as the Life-Giver.
The Ethiopian Church teaches that the Holy Spirit actively sustains all of creation. Without



His continuous, moment-by-moment "breathing” into the universe, life would cease to
exist.

The Restrainer of Evil and Comforter of Believers

e The KJV: Jesus calls the Holy Spirit the Comforter (John 14:26) who will "guide you into
all truth.” Furthermore, 2 Thessalonians 2:7 speaks of a divine force that "letteth"
(restrains or holds back) the full outbreak of lawlessness and evil on earth until the end
times.

e Ethiopian Scripture: The Ethiopian Church heavily emphasizes the role of the Holy Spirit
in the Sacraments (Mysteries). Every time a priest performs a baptism or blesses the
Eucharist, they pray the Epiclesis—asking the Holy Spirit to literally come down and
transform the physical elements. He is the boots on the ground making salvation a
tangible, physical reality for believers today.

3. The Grand Finale: Eternity's End

The Holy Spirit’s ground-level mission will conclude with the ultimate wrap-up of human history
and the transition into the New Jerusalem.

The Ultimate Resurrection

e The KJV: Romans 8:11 promises, "But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the
dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal
bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you." At the end of the age, the Spirit will physically
reconstitute and resurrect every believer.

e Ethiopian Scripture: The Ethiopian Orthodox faith teaches that the Holy Spirit
"perfects” the work of salvation. At the final judgment, the same Spirit that brooded over
the chaotic waters in Genesis 1:2 will recreate a perfected, uncorrupted heaven and
earth.

The Takeaway: From the silent depths before creation to the final trumpet of resurrection, the
Holy Spirit is God's enduring presence on the scene—constantly working, transforming, and
bringing order to the chaos of our world.



