Here is an in-depth breakdown of both topics: the biblical proof for the deity and personhood
of the Holy Spirit, as well as the crucial distinction between The Angel of the LORD and the
Holy Spirit in scripture.

Part 1: Proof of the Deity & Personhood of the Holy
Spirit

To be God, the Holy Spirit cannot be a created angel or an impersonal force (like electricity).
Scripture explicitly attributes divine nature, divine attributes, and personal relational qualities to
Him.

1. The Holy Spirit Has Personal Characteristics (He is a Person, Not
an "It")

An impersonal force or a generic energy cannot feel, make decisions, or be lied to:

e He Has a Mind & Will: "He that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the
Spirit..." (Romans 8:27); "But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing
to every man severally as he will." (1 Corinthians 12:11).

e He Can Be Grieved: "And grieve not the holy Spirit of God..." (Ephesians 4:30).

e He Speaks & Teaches: "Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near..." (Acts 8:29); "He
shall teach you all things..." (John 14:26).

e He Can Be Lied To: When Ananias and Sapphira lied, Peter said, "Why hath Satan filled
thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost... thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God." (Acts
5:3-4).

2. Divine Attributes Possessed Only by God

Scripture assigns attributes to the Holy Spirit that belong strictly to the Creator:

e Eternal Nature: "How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offered himself..." (Hebrews 9:14).

e Omnipresence (Everywhere at Once): "Whither shall | go from thy spirit? or whither
shall | flee from thy presence?" (Psalm 139:7-8).

e Omniscience (All-Knowing): "For the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of
God." (1 Corinthians 2:10-11).

e Creator Power: "The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath
given me life." (Job 33:4).

Part 2: The Angel of the LORD vs. The Holy Spirit

A major source of confusion in Old Testament studies is "The Angel of the LORD" (Mal'akh
YHWH). Is this angel the Holy Spirit, a regular created angel, or something else entirely?
DISTINCTION IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

v v
[THE ANGEL OF THE LORD] [THE HOLY




SPIRIT]

e A Christophany (Visible Manifestation) e The
Indwelling Presence

e Appears as a physical man/angel e Operates
inwardly upon/in humans

e Speaks directly as YHWH in the 1lst person e Sent by the

Father & Son as Advocate

1. Who is "The Angel of the LORD"?

In the Old Testament, whenever the text says "The Angel of the LORD" (with the definite
article The, not An angel), this figure acts and speaks with absolute divine authority:
e Hagar at the Well (Genesis 16:7-13): The Angel of the LORD speaks to Hagar, and she
calls His name "You-Are-the-God-Who-Sees."
e The Burning Bush (Exodus 3:2-6): The Angel of the LORD appeared in the flame, but
when Moses approached, God called out from the bush: "I am the God of thy father, the
God of Abraham..."
e Gideon & Manoah (Judges 6 & 13): Manoah realizes, "We shall surely die, because we
have seen God" after the Angel of the LORD ascends in the flame of the altar.
The Theological Consensus: Most biblical scholars and early church fathers identify "The
Angel of the LORD" as a Christophany—a pre-incarnate appearance of Jesus Christ (the
Second Person of the Trinity) taking on a visible messenger form before His earthly birth in
Bethlehem.

2. Comparison Table: The Angel of the LORD vs. The Holy Spirit

Feature The Angel of the LORD The Holy Spirit (Ruach
(Mal'akh YHWH) HaKodesh)

Primary Identity Pre-incarnate Son / Second Third Person of the Trinity
Person of the Trinity

Form of Manifestation Visible, tangible appearance [Inward presence, invisible like
(often as a man or surrounded [the wind; symbolized by a dove
by fire/light) or tongues of fire

Work / Function Direct face-to-face encounters, [Convicting of sin, regenerating
visible deliverance, and direct [the human heart, indwelling

rophetic decrees believers, granting spiritual gifts

New Testament Status Ceases appearing as an Poured out at Pentecost to
‘angel" after Jesus is born in  [dwell within the Church
the flesh in Bethlehem ermanently (Acts 2)

Key Takeaway

The Bible maintains a clear line:
1. Created Angels are ministering servants (Hebrews 1:14).
2. The Angel of the LORD was a visible, pre-incarnate manifestation of God the Son.
3. The Holy Spirit is God Himself—uncreated, equal in glory with the Father and Son—sent
to dwell inside us.
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