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The identity of the fourth figure in the fiery furnace is one of the most profound points of discussion in biblical text.
Your question hits on a great linguistic riddle: Was it just an angel (a created messenger), or was it The Angel (a
divine manifestation)?

When you compare the King James Version and the Ethiopian scriptures (the Ge'ez text of Daniel), they actually
approach this through two completely different linguistic lenses. One points directly to the Messiah, while the other
emphasizes a highly specific, named archangel.

Here is how each text reads and breaks down that moment.

1. The King James Version (KJV): "The Son of God"

In the KJV, King Nebuchadnezzar looks into the superheated furnace and experiences absolute shock. The text reads:

'He answered and said, Lo, | see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and
the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.” — Daniel 3:25

The Theological Breakdown

Because the KJV uses the phrase "the Son of God," mainstream Christian theology across the Western world heavily
teaches that this was not just a regular angel. Instead, it is widely viewed as a Christophany—a pre-incarnate
appearance of Jesus Christ before He was born in Bethlehem.

Under this view, the "Angel of the Lord" frequently appearing in the Old Testament is the second person of the Trinity
manifesting in human form to deliver His people. He wasn't an angel; He was the Lord Himself standing in the fire.

2. The Ethiopian Scriptures: The Archangel Michael

If you open the ancient Ge'ez scriptures used by the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church, the phrasing and the
traditional understanding shift into a deeply powerful angelic framework.

In the Ethiopian text of Daniel 3:25, Nebuchadnezzar describes the fourth figure as having the appearance of "a son
of the gods" or "an angel of God" (reflecting the original Aramaic bar-elahin). But the Ethiopian tradition does not leave
the identity vague. They identify this figure explicitly by name: The Archangel Michael (Mika'el).

The Ethiopian Theological Breakdown

In the Ethiopian canon, the Archangel Michael holds a uniquely massive role as the Chief Commander of the
Heavenly Hosts and the ultimate Guardian/Protector of the righteous.

* Not"Just" an Angel: To the Ethiopian mindset, saying it was the Archangel Michael doesn't mean it was “just” a
common messenger. Michael is viewed as the extension of God's direct, protective power on Earth.

e The Liturgical Legacy: The Ethiopian Church dedicates a specific monthly feast day to the Archangel Michael.
In fact, the 12th day of the Ethiopian month of Sane (which falls in June) specifically commemorates Michael
descending into the fiery furnace of Babylon to extinguish the flames, cooling the fire into a refreshing dew for
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (known in the Ethiopian tradition as Ananya, Azarya, and Misa'el).



Summary Matrix: Who was in the fire?

Scriptural Exact Textual Identity in .
Tradition Description Tradition Nature of the Being
King James ‘Like the Son of  Jesus Christ Divine Manifestation: The Creator Himself stepping into the
Version (KJV) God" (Pre-incarnate) fire to suffer with His people.
Ethiopian s The Supreme Guardian: The highest created spiritual warrior
Scripture / Lfk(?, sAngelef Ar.ChHHQEI sent to exercise God's absolute authority over natural
s God Michael
Tradition elements.

So, to answer your riddle directly: Under the KJV view, it was not just an angel—it was the Son of God. Under the
Ethiopian view, it was an angel, but not just any angel; it was the Archangel Michael himself, executing the direct,

miraculous protection of the Almighty.
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In 2 Esdras chapter 13, the prophet Ezra is given a massive prophetic vision of a "man from the sea" (representing
Christ/the Messiah) who destroys a wicked multitude and then calls unto Himself another, peaceful multitude.

The angel interpreting the vision explicitly identifies this peaceful multitude as the nine tribes (often called the ten

tribes

in various Western editions of the text, but preserved as nine in the oldest texts, as they account for Judah,

Benjamin, and Levi staying behind).

Here is the exact scripture from the King James Apocrypha, followed by a step-by-step breakdown of how this
journey to Arsareth unfolds.

The Scripture: 2 Esdras 13:39-47

39 And whereas thou sawest that he gathered another peaceable multitude unto him:

40 Those are the ten [nine] tribes, which were carried away prisoners out of their own land in the time of
Osea the king, whom Salmanasar the king of Assyria led away captive, and he carried them over the
waters, and so came they into another land.

41 But they took this counsel among themselves, that they would leave the multitude of the heathen, and
go forth into a further country, where never mankind dwelt,

42 That they might there keep their statutes, which they never kept in their own land.
43 And they entered into Euphrates by the narrow passages of the river.
44 For the most High then shewed signs for them, and held still the flood, till they were passed over.

45 For through that country there was a great way to go, namely, of a year and a half: and the same
region is called Arsareth.

46 Then dwelt they there until the latter time; and now when they shall begin to come,

47 The Highest shall stay the springs of the stream again, that they may go through: therefore sawest
thou the multitude with peace.

Verse-by-Verse Breakdown

1. The Captivity (Verses 39-40)

The Context: The text establishes that this peaceful crowd is the same group of people who were conquered by
King Shalmaneser V of Assyria in 722 BC (recorded in 2 Kings 17).

"Carried them over the waters": The Assyrians forcibly relocated the tribes across the Euphrates River into
Upper Mesopotamia (modern-day Iraq/Syria/lran).

2. The Great Pact (Verses 41-42)

“Leave the multitude of the heathen": While in Assyria, the tribes realized that staying there meant complete
assimilation into pagan culture, idol worship, and the loss of their identity.



* The Motivation: Ironically, the text notes they left to "keep their statutes, which they never kept in their own land."
They admitted that failing to keep God's laws caused their exile in the first place, so they sought a clean slate in
an uninhabited wilderness.

3. The Miraculous Crossing (Verses 43-44)

¢ "The narrow passages of the river": The tribes packed up their lives and headed back toward the headwaters or
narrow gorges of the Euphrates River to push deeper into uncharted territory.

* ASecond "Red Sea" Miracle: Verse 44 explicitly notes a massive miracle. God slowed down the roaring
currents ("held still the flood”) so that millions of people, along with their livestock, could safely cross into the
deep wilderness.

4. The Journey to Arsareth (Verse 45)

* "Ayear and a half": This was not a standard migration; it was a grueling, generations-defining trek that took 18
months of continuous travel.

* What is "Arsareth"? Linguistically, Arsareth is a Hebrew phrase compressed into a single name: Eretz Acheret
(MINN YIX), which literally translates to "Another Land" or "A Further Country.” Because it was a land "where
never mankind dwelt," it represents a place entirely separated from the known, map-charted ancient world.

5. The Hidden State & The Return (Verses 46-47)

* "Until the latter time": The prophecy states that these tribes will remain insulated, hidden, or unrecognized in
this distant region until the end times.

e The Reversal Miracle: When it is time for them to return and reunite with the rest of Israel, God will perform the
exact same miracle in reverse—drying up the rivers so they can march back into the promised land in peace.

How Ethiopian Tradition Views This Journey

In the Ethiopian Orthodox and Beta Israel traditions, this text is a literal blueprint. While Western theology often views
"Arsareth" as a mythical concept or associates it vaguely with the Americas or the far corners of Eurasia, Ethiopian
tradition connects this "year and a half" journey directly to the highlands of East Africa and regions beyond the rivers
of Cush.

The rugged, isolated geography of the Ethiopian mountains and the mystery surrounding the headwaters of the Blue
Nile perfectly mirrored the scriptural description of a highly protected, defensible "other land" where a community
could preserve their ancient, pre-Talmudic Israelite laws completely untouched by the outside world for centuries.
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When looking strictly at the text of the King James Version (KJV) and the rich text and living culture of Ethiopian
scripture, you are actually presented with both answers: one firmly places it in heaven, while the other places it firmly
hidden on earth.

Here is how each scriptural and historical tradition answers the question.

1. The King James Version (KJV): It is in Heaven

The KJV canonical Bible text tracks the Ark up until the Old Testament, where it effectively vanishes from the narrative
after King Josiah's reign (2 Chronicles 35:3) and the subsequent Babylonian siege of Jerusalem. The KJV contains no
physical record of the Ark being captured, destroyed, or brought to Babylon.

However, the New Testament drops a massive update on its final location. According to the KJV, the physical or ultimate
divine prototype of the Ark is explicitly located in heaven:

"And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the ark of his testament: and
there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail." — Revelation 11:19

The King James Apocrypha Connection

For readers looking at the complete 1611 KJV translation which includes the Apocrypha, 2 Maccabees 2:4-8 bridges the
gap of what happened on earth. It states that the prophet Jeremiah received a divine warning before the Babylonian
invasion:

* Jeremiah took the Ark, the Tabernacle, and the Altar of Incense to Mount Nebo (in modern-day Jordan).

* He hid them inside a sealed cave.

e The text explicitly notes that the cave was blocked, and Jeremiah prophesied that the location would remain
"unknown until the time that God gather his people again together"

Therefore, the KJV framework suggests that the earthly Ark was miraculously hidden by prophetic hands on earth
(Nebo), while its permanent, cosmic reality resides in the Heavenly Temple.

2. The Ethiopian Scripture: It is Hidden on Earth (Aksum)

In sharp contrast to Western mystery, the Ethiopian tradition claims to know the exact, physical location of the Ark on
earth. According to the holy book of Ethiopian history and scripture, the Kebra Nagast (The Glory of Kings), the Ark never
faced the Babylonian destruction because it was already gone.

How it Got to Earth's Safehouse

According to the narrative, the Queen of Sheba (Makeda) conceived a son with King Solomon named Menelik I. When
Menelik grew up, he visited his father in Jerusalem. Upon leaving, the sons of the Israelite priests who accompanied
Menelik chose to secretly take the real Ark of the Covenant with them, believing that Solomon’s drift into idolatry meant
God's presence was leaving Jerusalem.

They left a replica in the Holy of Holies, and the real Ark travelled south, easing miraculously over the waters until it
reached ancient Ethiopia.



Where is it right now?

In Ethiopia, the Ark is referred to as the Tabote Tsiyon (The Ark of Zion)

- Itis located in the city of Aksum, housed securely
inside the Chapel of the Tablet at the Church of Our Lady Mary of Zion

[Church of OQur Lady Mary of Zion (Aksum, Ethiopia)]
f
!
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[The 0ld & New Churches]
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[The Chapel of the Tablet]
I
v
[The Ark of the Covenant]
(Guarded by a single monk)

The Level of Secrecy: The Ark is completely hidden from public view. It is under the absolute care of a single,
lifelong consecrated monk known as the Guardian of the Ark. No outside person—not even the Patriarch of
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church, nor the political leaders of the country—is permitted to enter the inner

sanctum or look upon it. The Guardian never leaves the chapel grounds until his death, choosing his own
successor on his deathbed.

Summary: Heaven vs. Earth

* The King James Version declares that the Ark is sealed away by God-—spiritually manifest in the open Temple of
Heaven (Revelation), while its historical earthly counterpart remains hidden in an unmapped location (historically
associated with Mount Nebo).

e The Ethiopian Tradition insists that the physical, gold-overlaid Ark constructed by Moses remains directly on earth,
resting in the guarded sanctuary of Aksum, standing as the literal heartbeat of Ethiopian Christian identity.
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The Kebra Nagast (A4 11/%), which translates from Ge'ez to English as "The Glory of Kings," is the structural
foundation of Ethiopian national, imperial, and religious identity. To Ethiopia, it is not merely a piece of folklore;itis a
sacred historical text that chronicles how a national lineage was divinely chosen by God.

Here is the history of the text itself and the theological arguments it uses to justify why the Ark of the Covenant
belongs in Ethiopia.

1. The History of the Kebra Nagast

While the events it records date back to the 10th century BC (the era of King Solomon), the compilation of the text
into its definitive form has a specific historical context:

* The Compilation (Early 14th Century): The text was compiled and translated into Ge'ez (the ancient liturgical
language of Ethiopia) around 1314-1322 AD by a cleric named Nebure Id Yishaq in Aksum.

* The Political Context: This period marked the restoration of the Solomonic Dynasty under King Yekuno Amlak
and his successors. For centuries, a non-Solomonic dynasty (the Zagwe) had ruled. The Kebra Nagast was
codified to legitimize the newly restored kings, proving they were direct blood descendants of King Solomon
and therefore possessed a divine right to rule.

e The Sources: The book is a rich tapestry. It pulls heavily from the Old and New Testaments, early Christian
Apocrypha, Coptic traditions, rabbinic midrash, and ancient Arabian histories, weaving them into a single,
cohesive national epic.

2. How the Text Justifies Ethiopia as the Ark's New Home

The Kebra Nagast outlines a seamless spiritual and legal argument for why the Ark left Jerusalem for Ethiopia. It
relies on three primary concepts: Bloodline, Divine Relocation, and The Transfer of the Blessing.

A. The Royal Union (The Foundation)

The text expands on the brief encounter mentioned in 1 Kings 10 between King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba
(named Makeda in the Ethiopian tradition). The Kebra Nagast states that Makeda was an Ethiopian monarch who
traveled to Jerusalem to learn Solomon's wisdom.

Before she left, Solomon tricked her into breaking an oath, leading to a physical union. Makeda returned to Ethiopia
and gave birth to a son, Menelik I, initiating the Solomonic bloodline of Ethiopia.

B. The Willingness of the Ark (The Legal Argument)

When Menelik turned 22, he traveled back to Jerusalem to meet his father. Solomon embraced him and wanted him
to stay to rule Israel, but Menelik insisted on returning home.

Solomon decreed that the eldest sons of Israel's high priests and nobles must accompany Menelik to Ethiopia to help
him establish a kingdom based on God's laws. Sorrowful at leaving Jerusalem, these young priests—led by Azariah,
the son of Zadok the High Priest—concocted a secret plan to steal the real Ark of the Covenant (Tabote Tsiyon),
leaving a wooden replica in its place.

The Kebra Nagast makes a vital theological point here: The Ark cannot be stolen against its will.



The text argues that because the Ark was overlaid with gold and housed the literal presence of God, it
weighed several hundred pounds. Yet, when Azariah and the young men lifted it, the Ark became
completely weightless, lifting up into the air and effortlessly gliding with them. To the text, this was
absolute proof that God actively desired to leave Jerusalem.

C. The "Transfer of Grace" (The Theological Justification)

The emotional and spiritual peak of the Kebra Nagast explains why God wanted to leave. When King Solomon
discovered the theft, he sent his fastest horsemen to pursue Menelik's caravan. However, the text records that the Ark
miraculously caused Menelik's people to travel at superhuman speeds—flying above the ground—so the Egyptians
and Israelites could not catch them.

When Solomon returned to Jerusalem in mourning, God spoke to the prophets and high priests, explaining that Israel
had lost its spiritual covering. The Kebra Nagast presents a strict sequence of spiritual forfeiture:

Location Status in Kebra Spiritual Reality
Nagast

Forfeited its status due to Solomon's later drift into idolatry (worshiping the pagan
gods of his foreign wives).

Chosen because it was a virgin land eager to worship the true God of Israel under a
new, righteous Solomonic king.

Jerusalem The Old Home

Ethiopia The New Home

The text explicitly declares that the "Glory of God" (the Shekinah) had officially departed from the Jewish people and
migrated to the Ethiopian people. Therefore, the Kebra Nagast views Ethiopia not as a foreign land hiding stolen
goods, but as the legitimate, divinely chosen successor to Israel, safely keeping the Ark until the final judgment.



™M

What was the purposé |n creatlngthe ark of thecovenant‘?Whatdldlt serve inm
relationship to the children of Israel? And is this ark of the covenant yet in Ethiopia in
the land of Kebra Negist?

1 message

Grady Radford <gradyradford@gmail.com>
Draft

Wed, Jun 10, 2026 at 8:40 AM

To understand the Ark of the Covenant, we have to look directly at the blueprint given in the scriptures. It was far more
than a historical artifact or a gold container; it was an active, literal instrument of the Divine.

Here is why the Ark was created, how it operated in the lives of the Israelites, and the reality of its status in Ethiopia
today.

1. The Purpose in Creating the Ark

The Ark was commanded by God to Moses on Mount Sinai with a singular, staggering purpose: to serve as the physical
throne room and localized presence of the Almighty on Earth.

* The Tabernacle's Heart: It was placed inside the Holy of Holies (the innermost chamber of the Tabernacle, and
later, Solomon's Temple).

» The Mercy Seat: The lid of the Ark, flanked by two golden cherubim, was called the Mercy Seat (Kapporet). God
explicitly stated: "And there | will meet with thee, and | will commune with thee from above the mercy seat..." (Exodus
25:22). It was the unique geographical point on Earth where God's literal glory (Shekinah) would manifest.

* A Container of Testimony: It was designed to safeguard the absolute baseline elements of Israel’s covenant with
God. Inside it were placed:

1. The two stone Tablets of the Law (The Ten Commandments).
2. A golden pot of Manna (representing God's physical provision in the wilderness).
3. Aaron's Rod that budded (confirming the chosen, divine priesthood).

2. Its Relationship to the Children of Israel

For the Israelites, the Ark was not a passive relic kept in the background; it was the ultimate, active center of their
national, spiritual, and military life.

¢ The Spiritual Nexus: Once a year, on the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur), the High Priest would enter the Holy of
Holies alone. He would sprinkle sacrificial blood upon the Mercy Seat to atone for the collective sins of the entire
nation. It was their point of reconciliation with God.

* The Guide Through the Wilderness: When Israel moved, the Ark moved first. Carried by the Levites using long
poles, the Ark went ahead of the millions of Israelites to scout out their path. When it moved, Moses would cry out:
"Rise up, Lord, and let thine enemies be scattered!" (Numbers 10:35).

A Weapon and Miracle Worker: The Ark cleared physical obstacles. It parted the waters of the Jordan River so the
nation could march into the Promised Land (Joshua 3). It was marched around the walls of Jericho for seven days
until the walls collapsed (Joshua 6). It was Israel's absolute assurance that God was fighting directly among them.

3. Is the Ark Yet in Ethiopia in the Land of the Kebra Nagast?

If you travel to Ethiopia today, the official stance of the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church and the deep heritage of
the nation remains completely unchanged: Yes, they declare absolutely that the true physical Ark of the Covenant is still
there.

The Exact Location



The Ark is not out in the open or buried in an unknown wilderness. According to tradition, it rests securely in the city of
Aksum (the ancient heart of the kingdom detailed in the Kebra Nagast), housed inside the Chapel of the Tablet at the
Church of Our Lady Mary of Zion.

[Church of Our Lady Mary of Zion Complex - Aksum]
|
v
[Chapel of the Tablet]

v
[The Ark of the Covenant / Tabot]
(Guarded by a single, lifelong monk)

The Modern Reality & State of the Ark

While the church maintains that the Ark remains in Aksum, several strict, unique conditions govern its presence on Earth
today:

» The Hermit Guardian: You cannot go see it, and neither can any historian, archaeologist, or king. The Ark is under
the absolute protection of a single, consecrated monk known as the Guardian of the Ark. He is chosen by his
predecessor, enters the chapel, and never sets foot outside the fence again until the day he dies. He is the only
human eye permitted to look upon the artifact.

* Surviving Modern Conflict: The region of Tigray (where Aksum is located) faced a brutal civil war in recent years.
During the heavy fighting, rumors swirled that the chapel was under threat or targeted for looting. However, local
civilians and monks put their lives on the line to stand vigil, forming human shields around the complex. The chapel
remained secure, and the church confirmed that the sanctuary was never breached.

¢ The Living Heart of the Church: Even though the original is hidden, the Ark defines daily Ethiopian life. Every single
one of the tens of thousands of Orthodox churches in Ethiopia contains a Tabot—a consecrated replica of the
tablets inside the Ark. Without a Tabot, a building is just a building; with it, it becomes the literal house of God.

To the people of the Kebra Nagast, the Ark is not a relic of the past, but a living, breathing reality resting quietly in the
northern highlands, waiting for the end of days.



because the creator had plans on scattering the 12 tribes of Israel because of their
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That perspective captures the exact theological framework of the Kebra Nagast and connects it deeply to the
prophetic timeline of Israel's history.

When you look at the timing, it reveals a profound pattern. If you read the warnings given by Moses in the Torah
(specifically Deuteronomy 28), God explicitly told the children of Israel that if they fell into absolute disobedience and
idolatry, they would face a terrifying consequence: they would be scattered among all nations, from one end of the
earth to the other.

By the time King Solomon reached his later years, he did exactly what God warned against—he built high places and
altars for the pagan gods of his foreign wives (1 Kings 11). According to the Ethiopian understanding, God knew that
the spiritual collapse of the nation was coming, and that the physical scattering of the northern nine-and-a-half tribes
(by Assyria) and the southern tribes (by Babylon) was inevitable.

Therefore, the transfer of the Ark to Ethiopia through Menelik | wasn't just a random event; it was a divine rescue
mission and a tactical relocation.

Here is how that divine plan breaks down under this view:

* Protecting the Throne: God would not allow His literal earthly throne room (the Ark) to remain in a defiled
temple or be captured, paraded around, and destroyed by pagan empires like Babylon.

* A Safehouse in the Mountains: By moving the Ark south into the isolated, rugged highlands of Ethiopia—a land
that eagerly embraced the laws of God—the Ark was placed in a literal fortress of safety. It was insulated from
the massive geopolitics of the Mediterranean and Middle Eastern empires.

o The Ultimate Holding Pattern: The Ark was essentially placed in an extended "safehouse” mode. Because the
tribes of Israel were being scattered to the four corners of the earth as punishment, the Ark was sent to rest in
the mountains of East Africa to be preserved, spotless and untouched, until the final gathering of the diaspora.

By linking the disobedience of the tribes, their global scattering, and the flight of the Ark, the narrative reveals a
synchronized plan: the physical presence of God went into hiding at the exact same time the people of God began to
lose their homeland, both waiting for the exact same moment of ultimate restoration.
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To track the diaspora of the Israelite tribes according to these traditions, it is important to first clarify the numbering.
While history often refers to the Ten Lost Tribes of the Northern Kingdom, the text of 2 Esdras (found in the
Apocrypha of the King James 1611 Bible and preserved heavily within the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo canon)
explicitly calls them the nine tribes (or "nine and a half tribes” in some translations, accounting for the split of
Manasseh) because the tribes of Judah, Benjamin, and Levi remained in the South.

Here is exactly when, where, and how these tribes were scattered, and where they are understood to be today
according to both scriptural traditions.

1. When Were They Scattered?

Both the King James Version (KJV) and Ethiopian traditions sync chronologically on the fatal exile, though they
emphasize different dimensions of the timeline:

 The King James / Canonical Timeline: According to 2 Kings 17:6, the initial scattering happened in 722~721
BC during the ninth year of King Hoshea's reign, when Shalmaneser, the King of Assyria, besieged and
conquered Samaria.

* The Ethiopian / Apocryphal Timeline: In 2 Esdras 13:40-45 (known as Ezra Sutuvel in the Ethiopian canon), a
crucial secondary timeline is given. Immediately following their captivity by the Assyrians, the nine tribes
formed a pact. They decided to leave the company of the heathen and journeyed a massive distance—a journey
of a year and a half—into a further country where mankind had never lived, called Arsareth.

2. Where Were They Scattered?
According to King James Scriptures (KJV)

The KJV outlines a very specific geographical layout of where the King of Assyria forced the captive tribes to march:

'In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of Assyria took Samaria, and carried Israel away into Assyria, and
placed them in Halah and in Habor by the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.” — 2 Kings 17:6

Historically, this points to upper Mesopotamia, the banks of the Euphrates, and regions corresponding to modern-day
Syria, Iraq, and northwestern Iran.

According to Ethiopian Scriptures & Traditions

The Ethiopian tradition includes canonical texts like the Book of Enoch, Jubilees, and historical accounts like the Kebra
Nagast (The Glory of Kings). It tracks an earlier migration alongside the Assyrian exile:

e The Pre-Exile Migration (The Tribe of Dan): Ethiopian Jewish tradition holds that the Tribe of Dan refused to
take part in the civil war dividing Israel after King Solomon's death (c. 930 BC). Instead of fighting their brothers,
they voluntarily traveled south along the Nile into the Kingdom of Cush (ancient Ethiopia/Sudan).

 The River Sambation & Arsareth: For the rest of the scattered tribes, 2 Esdras notes they crossed the narrow
passages of the River Euphrates, where God held back the waters for them, moving far off into the unknown
wilderness.



3. Where Are They Today?

The fate of the scattered tribes diverges into strict historical text versus prophetic/ancestral legacy.
The KJV Standing: Scattered Globally & "Hidden"

The KJV 0Old Testament presents the nine tribes as completely assimilated into the nations of the earth. According to
James 1:7, they are simply "the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad."

However, prophetic books like Ezekiel 37 make it clear that while they are currently unidentifiable to modern
geopolitics, they remain spiritually intact in the global diaspora and will visually "reunite" with the stick of Judah in the
end times.

The Ethiopian Standing: Physical Descendants Found

Unlike the Western view that views the tribes as a total mystery, Ethiopian tradition points to concrete locations and
living ethnic groups today:

Ancient
Tribe Grouping  Scriptural Modern Identification / Location Today
Location

Hiversof Bush Beta Israel (Ethiopian Jews): For centuries they inhabited Gondar and Tigray in

Tribe of Dan Ethiopia. Today, through massive airlifts like Operation Moses and Operation

/ Abyssinia Solomon, the vast majority (over 160,000) reside in modern Israel.
Tribe of Beyond the Bnei Menashe: Migrated through Persia and China; today they are located in
Manasseh Silk Road Northeast India (Mizoram and Manipur), with thousands having returned to Israel.
Arsareth/ Global Diaspora & Hidden Realms: In Ethiopian eschatology, a large body of the
The Remaining "Ends of the remaining scattered tribes remains physically isolated in an untouched, protected
Scattered Tribes Earth’ territory beyond the mythical River Sambation, waiting for a divine command to

return in the last days.

Summary of the Tribes

The nine specific tribes accounted for in this northern scattering are Reuben, Simeon, Issachar, Zebulun, Dan,
Naphtali, Gad, Asher, and Ephraim/Manasseh (the Joseph lineage). While the KJV leaves their modern locations
open to global mystery, the Ethiopian framework explicitly roots their scattering deep within East Africa and the
corridors of the ancient East.



