In the King James Version (KJV) and the Hebrew scriptures, the relationship between the Earth, the Heavens, the Waters, and the divine throne room of the Father and the Son is governed by a distinct biblical cosmology.
Is the Earth Divided from Heaven by Water?
Yes. According to Genesis 1:6–8, God created a solid expanse called the "firmament" (Hebrew: Raqia) to divide the primordial waters into two distinct realms:
"And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament: and it was so. And God called the firmament Heaven." — Genesis 1:6–8 (KJV)
This establishes that the created realm beneath is separated from the highest divine realm by a physical barrier of waters above the firmament.
In the Book of Revelation and Ezekiel, this body of water above the firmament is visible from below God’s throne as a "sea of glass like unto crystal" (Revelation 4:6, 15:2; Ezekiel 1:22, 26).
The Structure: Heavens Beneath vs. Heavens Above the Waters
To understand how many heavens exist below and above this cosmic water barrier, we look at how the 3 Heavens of Scripture align with the creation account:
                  THE THRONE ROOM OF GOD THE FATHER & SON
                                    │
                                    ▼
                        [THE WATERS ABOVE / SEA OF GLASS]
                     (Cosmic Divider - Psalm 148:4, Rev 4:6)
                                    │
                                    ▼
       ┌────────────────────────────┴────────────────────────────┐
       ▼                                                         ▼
[2 HEAVENS BENEATH THE WATERS]                            [1 HEAVEN ABOVE THE WATERS]
• 1st Heaven: Atmosphere / Sky                            • 3rd Heaven: The Paradise of God /
• 2nd Heaven: Stellar / Outer Space                         Abode of the Father & Son
  (Where Sun, Moon, & Stars set - Gen 1:14)                 (2 Corinthians 12:2, Heb 8:1)

1. Heavens BENEATH the Water: TWO (2) Heavens
Scripture describes two distinct heavens located underneath the "waters above the firmament":
1. The First Heaven (The Atmospheric Sky):
· Location: The immediate atmosphere surrounding the earth where birds fly and clouds form.
· Scripture: "Fowls of the air [heavens]" (Genesis 1:20, Jeremiah 4:25).
2. The Second Heaven (Stellar Space / The Expanse):
· Location: The vast cosmic realm containing the sun, moon, and stars.
· Scripture: Genesis 1:14–17 explicitly states that God placed the sun, moon, and stars in the firmament of heaven to give light upon the earth. This entire physical cosmos exists under the upper cosmic waters.
2. Heavens ABOVE the Water: ONE (1) Primary Heaven (The Third Heaven)
According to the canonical KJV and Hebrew framework, there is ONE primary Heaven above the waters, known as the Third Heaven:
· The Third Heaven (The Heaven of Heavens / Paradise):
· Location: Situated above the firmament and above the waters.
· Scripture:
· 2 Corinthians 12:2: Paul speaks of a man caught up to the "third heaven" (Paradise).
· Psalm 148:4: "Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters that be above the heavens."
· 1 Kings 8:27: Soloman speaks of "the heaven and heaven of heavens" being unable to contain God.
Summary Matrix
	Heavenly Realm
	Position relative to Cosmic Waters
	Contents & Purpose
	Key Scriptures

	1st Heaven
	Beneath the Waters
	Earth's atmosphere, clouds, and birds.
	Genesis 1:20

	2nd Heaven
	Beneath the Waters
	Outer space, sun, moon, and stars.
	Genesis 1:14–17

	THE WATERS ABOVE
	The Dividing Boundary
	The "Sea of Glass" divides creation from the Throne.
	Genesis 1:7, Revelation 4:6

	3rd Heaven
	Above the Waters
	The Throne of God the Father, the Son at His right hand, and Paradise.
	2 Corinthians 12:2, Psalm 148:4


(Note: While post-exilic apocalyptic traditions like 2 Enoch or the Testament of Levi poetically divide the heavens into 7 or 10 sub-layers, the canonical KJV and Hebrew text maintain a 3-tiered structure, where 2 heavens sit beneath the waters and 1 highest heaven sits above the waters where the Father and Son reign).
