Group Riding Tips
There is nothing like the feel of riding your Harley with a group of other bikers. It's an awesome
experience when you hear the rumble around you and bikes are lined up as far as you can see. For
many of our members, riding with a group of friends is one of the best parts of being in the
chapter. Whether we're out for a short dinner ride, or on a weekend overnight trip we want you and the
rest of the group to get back safely. Here are some things you should know before you come out for
your first chapter Group Ride:
If you aren't a member: You will need to sign a waiver before going on a chapter ride. You also need to
sign a release if you have a minor riding with you. See our RESOURCE page to print these forms, and
bring them with you the day of the ride. (Our Road Captains have these forms as well)
Always fill up with gas before you arrive, so your bike is ready to make it to the first gas stop without a
problem. Road Captains plan routes with rest and fuel stops, so you don't have to worry about running
out if you start with a full tank. Also make sure you have checked your bike over before leaving home,
so it's ready for a day of riding. Check your tire pressure, lights, look for leaks and check the fluid levels.
(T-CLOKS)
The Road Captain will hold a pre-ride meeting, to share directions, go over the planned stops and review
safety information. If you're new to riding in a group, let the Road Captain know so he or she can help
you get off to a good start. The schedule will show the time the ride will be leaving, so you should plan
to arrive at least 30 minutes ahead so your bike is in position and you don't miss the meeting.
During group rides, we use a staggered riding formation. This allows a proper space cushion between
motorcycles, so that each rider has enough time and space to maneuver and to react to hazards. Each
rider stays at least one second behind the rider in the opposite third of the lane, and two seconds behind
the rider in the same third of the lane. An easy way to check your distance is to position yourself so that
you can see the face of the rider in front of you.
At the end of the group there will be another Road Captain or Assistant Road Captain assigned as the
"Sweep". His or her job is to help any rider that might have trouble, and contact the "Lead" if necessary.
If you have to leave the ride for any reason, give the sweep a thumbs up sign if you don't need their
assistance. If you plan on leaving the ride before it is over, let both the Lead and Sweep know and
position yourself toward the back of the group.
When the group stops to rest, get fuel or have a bite to eat be aware of the time planned to leave, and be
ready to go when the Road Captain's ready. It makes sense to do "the important things" first as soon as
you stop. Get your bike filled up with gas, take your bathroom break or buy that bottle of water before you
stop to visit with other members. Also, keep in mind the amount of time you need to get suited up again,
and consider leaving more of your gear on to save time. The rest of the riders will appreciate not having
to wait for you and the Road Captain will be able to stay on schedule.
Enjoy your Group Ride!
This page includes some information you'll want to know if new to our chapter, or just want to brush up
on your knowledge.
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