The Carrillo's Club Massacre: An
Unresolved Tragedy in Fresno's History

Executive Summary

The Carrillo's Club massacre, which occurred on May 16, 1993, in Fresno, California, represents
one of the city's most brutal and enduring unsolved crimes. This devastating event resulted in
the shooting deaths of seven bar employees and the wounding of three others. The attack,
which took place at approximately 2 a.m. at Carrillo's Club, a bar-dance hall located on the
outskirts of Fresno, on the 6900 block of East Kings Canyon Road ', shocked the community
to its core. Despite an immediate police response and an intensive initial investigation, the
perpetrators remain unidentified, and a definitive motive has never been established. The
case quickly transitioned into a "cold case" after initial suspects were cleared, leaving the
community grappling with the profound and lasting impact of an unresolved mass murder.

1. Introduction: A Night of Tragedy in Fresno

The city of Fresno, California, in the early 1990s, was a significant urban center within the
state's agricultural heartland, home to approximately 300,000 residents.' While not immune
to crime, the community was unprepared for the scale of violence that unfolded on May 16,
1993. The Carrillo's Club massacre was immediately recognized by law enforcement as an
unprecedented act of violence. Fresno Police Sgt. Robert Robbins and Sgt. Robert Frye both
characterized it as the "worst multiple murder case in the city's history" or the event with the
"highest number of victims in any homicide in the history of the city of Fresno".’

This official designation underscored the profound shock and the unprecedented nature of
the event for the local community. The statements from these seasoned law enforcement
officials highlighted the immediate public and official perception of the crime's severity and
scale, setting a somber tone for the city and emphasizing its historical significance within
Fresno's criminal record. The massacre was not merely another crime; it was a watershed



moment that dramatically reset the benchmark for violent crime in Fresno. This escalation in
violence, from a previous worst homicide involving four victims just two months prior, to seven
fatalities at Carrillo's Club, suggested a significant shift in the community's perception of
safety and the nature of criminal activity it could experience.’ Such a record-breaking crime
would inevitably leave a lasting psychological scar, particularly given its unresolved status.

2. The Carrillo's Club Massacre: Events of May 16, 1993

The Venue and Its Atmosphere

Carrillo's Club was a bar-dance hall situated on the 6900 block of East Kings Canyon Road,
approximately seven miles east of downtown Fresno.' The establishment was known for its
lively, often boisterous, atmosphere. It was frequently crowded, played loud music, and had a
reputation for unruly patrons. The club catered predominantly to a diverse clientele, including
Hispanic individuals, migrant workers, gang members, and bikers, and was often the scene of
disturbances.® This background is crucial for understanding the environment in which the
massacre occurred, suggesting a pre-existing level of conflict or tension within the club's
operational context.

Preceding Incident

Prior to the deadly shooting, a significant disturbance had occurred at Carrillo's Club.
Witnesses reported that two Hispanic men had been ejected from the bar earlier in the
evening." This account was corroborated by police spokesman Ron Hults, who confirmed that
"there was a disturbance prior to this incident". One of the initial suspects was described as a
short man with a goatee and a ponytail, though details about the second individual were not
immediately available." This preceding incident immediately provided investigators with a
potential motive: retaliation for being denied entry or ejected, which became the initial focus

of the investigation.?



The Attack Unfolds

The gunmen returned to Carrillo's Club sometime after closing, armed with at least one
semi-automatic weapon.' Police responded to a report of a multiple shooting at approximately
2 a.m.." Crucially, more than 100 patrons had already left the club when the shooting began.’
The assailants specifically targeted and began shooting bar employees." Neighbors reported
hearing numerous shots fired.'

The timing of the attack, occurring after closing hours when the majority of patrons had
dispersed, and the deliberate targeting of employees, strongly indicates a premeditated and
calculated act against the staff rather than a random act of violence aimed at a large crowd.
Had the perpetrators' goal been maximum casualties among patrons, they would likely have
attacked during peak operating hours. This focus on employees narrows the potential pool of
motives from general violence to something more specific, such as revenge for the earlier
ejection, an organized crime-related hit, or a dispute connected to the club's business
operations. The use of a semi-automatic weapon further underscores the high level of
lethality and intent behind the assault. The vulnerability of staff members during closing
hours, when fewer people are present, also becomes apparent in this context.

3. Victims and Casualties

The massacre at Carrillo's Club claimed the lives of seven individuals and left three others
wounded. All of the deceased were employees of the club.’ Their names were initially withheld
pending notification of relatives.' Deputy Coroner Keith Stubbs later identified the deceased,
revealing the extent to which the attack impacted the club's core staff and the owner's family.’

Table: Carrillo's Club Massacre Victims

Name Age Role at Club Status

Reyes Carrillo 45 Owner Deceased

Rachel Carrillo 61 Owner's Mother Deceased

Alfredo Carrillo 35 Owner's Deceased
Half-Brother




Rudolfo Sanchez 24 Bouncer Deceased
Marciano Perez 36 Cook Deceased
Alicia Perez 56 Cook's Wife Deceased
Mary Ruiz 44 Employee Deceased
Marie Carrillo N/A Owner's Wife Wounded
Rosemary Fox N/A Employee Wounded
Security Guard N/A Security Guard Wounded (Dog
Bites)

The identification of Reyes Carrillo, his mother Rachel, and his half-brother Alfredo among the
deceased highlights the personal tragedy for the Carrillo family and suggests a deep-seated
animosity or specific targeting of the club's ownership. The wounded included Marie Carrillo,
the club owner's wife, and another woman named Rosemary Fox, both of whom were
hospitalized." Marie Carrillo's survival was significant, as she would have been a direct witness
to the horrific events. Additionally, a security guard, though not shot, suffered severe dog
bites while desperately fleeing through a nearby backyard in search of help, underscoring the
terror and chaos of the aftermath.’

4. The Investigation and Its Challenges

Initial Police Response

Upon receiving the 2 a.m. report of a multiple shooting, police swiftly responded to Carrillo's
Club, discovering four men and three women dead from gunshot wounds." The area
surrounding the bar-dance hall was immediately sealed off to allow detectives to meticulously
search for clues." Early in the investigation, Fresno Police Sgt. Robert Robbins acknowledged
that "the particulars are pretty sketchy at this point," indicating a lack of immediate clear



information or strong leads.” This early assessment foreshadowed the significant difficulties
the investigation would face.

Suspect Identification and Clearance

The investigation initially focused on what appeared to be a logical lead: two Hispanic men
who had been ejected from Carrillo's Club on two consecutive nights.® This line of inquiry was
pursued given the prior disturbance and the targeted nature of the attack. However, within a
day, Fresno police announced a critical development: their "prime suspects were in jail at the
time of the killings," effectively clearing them from any involvement in the massacre.® This
development represented a major setback for the investigation, as it meant the police had to
pivot, losing valuable early momentum and resources that had been directed towards this
primary lead.

Unidentified Perpetrators and Unsolved Motive

With the initial suspects definitively cleared, police spokesman Ron Hults stated that
detectives were "back to square one, without a motive for the slaughter" and had "made no
arrests late Sunday morning" following the incident." The lack of any subsequent information
in available records regarding arrests or convictions directly related to the Carrillo's Club
massacre strongly indicates that the case remains unsolved. This is not merely an "unsolved"
case but one that lost its primary lead very early in the process, solidifying its status as a “cold
case." The absence of a clear motive has been a formidable impediment to solving this crime
of such magnitude. Without understanding the "why," identifying the "who" becomes
exponentially more difficult, particularly in the absence of direct witnesses who could identify
the assailants or compelling forensic evidence.

The enduring unresolved status of the Carrillo's Club massacre has several critical
consequences. Most significantly, the victims and their families have never received justice,
leading to prolonged grief and potentially a lingering sense of disillusionment with the justice
system. An unsolved mass murder also leaves a persistent feeling of insecurity and fear within
the community, as the perpetrators remain at large. While cold cases can sometimes be
revisited with new forensic technologies, they typically receive fewer active investigative
resources over time, making breakthroughs less likely unless new, significant evidence
emerges. For the city's historical record, the massacre represents an unresolved chapter, a
dark mark without a definitive conclusion.



5. Community Impact and Legacy

The killings at Carrillo's Club immediately "sent shock waves through the city of 300,000
residents in the heart of California's agricultural heartland".! The sheer number of victims and
the brutal nature of the crime naturally caused widespread fear and profound grief in a city of

Fresno's size, where such large-scale violence was particularly unexpected.

The massacre's historical significance within Fresno's criminal landscape was underscored by
Fresno Police Sgt. Robert Frye, who, with 26 years on the force, declared it "the highest
number of victims in any homicide in the history of the city of Fresno" to his knowledge.' This
event surpassed a previous homicide just two months prior, which involved a man, woman,
and two children found shot to death.” This official statement cemented the massacre's place
as a singular, tragic event in Fresno's criminal history, setting a grim new record for violence.

The initial shock and grief experienced by the community did not dissipate into resolution or
closure due to the lack of arrests and a clear motive.® Instead, this absence of answers
transformed the immediate trauma into an enduring mystery. The community's knowledge
that the perpetrators were never apprehended could foster a lingering sense of vulnerability
and distrust, not only towards criminals but potentially towards the effectiveness of law
enforcement in resolving such complex cases. This can lead to a long-term psychological
burden on the collective consciousness of the city, particularly for those who lived through
the event. Unlike tragedies with a clear resolution, such as arrests and convictions, the
Carrillo's Club massacre remains an open wound. This unresolved status can affect civic
engagement, local businesses, especially nightlife establishments, and even perceptions of
safety within the community. It also means the event may be periodically revisited with
renewed hope for resolution or renewed frustration over its cold case status.

6. Conclusion: An Unresolved Chapter in Fresno's
History

The Carrillo's Club massacre stands as a stark and tragic reminder of the fragility of peace
and safety within a community. On May 16, 1993, this horrific event became, at the time, the
deadliest single criminal incident in Fresno's history, claiming the lives of seven individuals and
injuring three others.



Despite the passage of decades, the fundamental questions surrounding the massacre
persist. Who were the gunmen who carried out this brutal attack? What was their true motive
for specifically targeting the employees of Carrillo's Club? The initial investigation, while swift
in clearing early suspects, ultimately returned to "square one," leaving these critical questions
unanswered.

The Carrillo's Club massacre remains a significant cold case in Fresno's criminal annals. Its
unsolved status means that justice for the victims and their families remains elusive, and a
definitive understanding of this tragic event continues to elude historical record. The case
serves as a poignant example of how certain crimes can leave an indelible mark on a
community, not just through their immediate devastation but through the prolonged
uncertainty and lack of closure that an unresolved mystery perpetuates.
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