
SIERRA SENIOR CENTER NEWS
PO Box 122, 49111 Cinder Lane, Oakhurst, CA 93644 (559) 658-2200

     Instagram: @sierraseniorcenter    Facebook: @OakhurstSeniorCenter

Hi Guys!

Happy June from all of us at the Sierra Senior Center. As we move into the summer season, I want to 
remind you to check your calendars—there’s a lot of great stuff coming up this month that you won’t 
want to miss.

We’re forming committees and groups to help with our new Community Garden project. Whether you’re 
a seasoned gardener or just want to get involved in something meaningful, we’d love to have your help 
in building something beautiful and lasting for our entire
community.

On Friday, June 6 at 5pm, we’re also having our first
planning committee for the Music of the Night fundraiser
in October. This will be a major event for our center, and
we’re hoping to assemble a fun and enthusiastic team to
help with everything from decorations to prizes. If you
enjoy planning or just want to lend a hand, we’d love to
have you join us.

On Tuesday, June 10 at 2pm, we’ll gather at SSC to
make handmade birthday cards for our members as part
of the Sunshine Committee’s efforts to brighten
everyone’s day. All materials will be provided—just bring
your creativity and a smile!

As the weather heats up, please remember to take care
of yourselves and stay cool. During our open hours, the
Sierra Senior Center is a great place to beat the heat. It’s always cool inside, and there are games, 
puzzles, and friendly faces waiting for you.

We hope to see you soon—whether it’s in the garden, at the card-making table, or simply enjoying some
air-conditioned fun with friends.

Stay safe and stay connected,
Shannon Brimage
President, Sierra Senior Center
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JUNE 2025 LUNCH

The Senior Lunch Program offers a different hot meal every weekday. Meals
must be ordered by11:30am PRIOR to the day you plan to attend; contact

emrap.seniorlunch@gmail.com.
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JUNE 2025 Activities Calendar
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1
12pm

Mountain
Unitarian

Universalist
Church Svc

2
10am–2pm

Open Hours
4pm-6pm
Beginner

Watercolor

3
10am–2pm

Open Hours
6pm-8pm

Community
Garden Mtg

4
10am–2pm

Open Hours
10–10:30am
Chair Yoga
10am – 2pm
Board Mtg

5:45pm
MUU

Meditation

5
10am – 2pm
Exercise

Class
11am

General Mtg
11am

Bingo

6
5pm-6pm

Music of the
Night

Committee
Meeting

7
11am

Bingo

8
12pm

Unitarian
Universalist
Church Svc

2pm-4pm
BUNCO!

9
10am–2pm

Open Hours
4pm-6pm
Beginner

Watercolor

10
10am–2pm

Open Hours
2pm-4pm

SSC
Cardmaking

Group

11
10am–2pm

Open Hours
10–10:30am
Chair Yoga

5:45pm
MUU

Meditation

12
10am–2pm
Exercise

Class
10am–12pm
Food Bank
Distribution

11am
Bingo

5pm-7pm
PAINT PARTY

13 14
11am

Bingo &
$5 Lunch

15
12pm

Unitarian
Universalist
Church Svc

16
10am–2pm

Open Hours
4pm-6pm
Beginner

Watercolor

17
10am–2pm

Open Hours
10am-12pm
Brown Bag
Distribution

18
10am–2pm

Open Hours
10–10:30am
Chair Yoga

5:45pm
MUU

Meditation

19
10am – 2pm
Exercise

Class
11am

Bingo

20
3pm-5pm
Financial

Abuse
Workshop

21
9-11

PANCAKE
BFAST

2pm-11pm
Reserved for

Private
Event

22
12pm

Unitarian
Universalist
Church Svc

23
10am–2pm

Open Hours
4pm-6pm
Beginner

Watercolor

24
10am–2pm

Open Hours

25
10am–2pm

Open Hours
10–10:30am
Chair Yoga

5:45pm
MUU

Meditation
 

26
10am – 2pm

Exercise
Class
11am

Bingo
7pm-9pm

Radio Club

27
1pm-2pm

Garden Club
Meeting
5pm-7pm

PAINT PARTY

28
11am

Bingo &
Pizza Lunch

29
12pm

Unitarian
Universalist
Church Svc

30
10am–2pm

Open Hours
4pm-6pm
Beginner

Watercolor
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JUNE 2025 Events & Activities
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We need handmade birthday cards for
our Sunshine Club. Please join us in
making some (all materials supplied).

June 10th 2-4pm
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https://tinyurl.com/SSCSOS
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https://tinyurl.com/SSCSOS
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https://tinyurl.com/SSCMembershipSSC


June 2025 - CHEERS TO YOU!

Welcome to a New Year and a new column…where YOU are spotlighted,
treasured and looked at in a whole new light! No longer are you the 
“invisible senior,” but rather the whole person that came before the 
person we see today. 

Cheers to You Rosemary Rodden and Patty James!

It’s hard to write about the wonderful
life of one inspiring woman without the
input and memories of another, so today
I’m choosing to write about two lovely
ladies who have lived in Central
California their whole lives and
contributed to each community from
Fresno to Bass Lake along their way:
Rosemary Rodden and Patty James!

Rosemary was born in the OLD Saint Agnes Hospital in downtown 
Fresno on August 22nd, 1922. She was one of ten children and the 
oldest of 4 girls. Each of the girls in Rosemary’s family had some degree
of post-high school education. The boys in the family generally entered 
various trades with their successes in life.

Rosemary went to Fresno Junior College and took secretarial courses. 
She worked for a short time at a doctors’ office and did something that
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totally surprised her family – she applied for, and received, a 
Gottchalks’ credit card! Unheard of at age 18, let alone “a mere girl, 
but Rosemary had already proven her good credit and sensibility even 
at that age! Most everything Rosemary worked at, she did well.

Now, Patty tells the story of how her parents chanced to meet… It 
seems that poor Rosemary had been bored silly up at Bass Lake for 1 
full week with not “a male in sight!” It was one lousy vacation if you 
were to ask her! So, on her last day there, she went swimming in the 
lake and went to Ducey’s to hear what the music was all about, and 
there were all of these good looking service guys shipping off to India, 
Burma and China the next day… and her mom (of course) looking like a
drowned rat! 

After a few dances and 2 years of great correspondence, Rosemary and
Patty’s Dad were married, the bad hair day was forgiven and Ducey’s 
became an important part of their family life.

Rosemary’s 30+ year dream job came when she went to work at Fresno
State University in the Deans’ office. One of the biggest honors she had 

was putting together what is now known as the
West Coast Relay or the “Mini Olympics” with 
American track and field 8th grade-college and
even amateur events.

In 1981, following an amazing tenure with 
Fresno State University Rosemary was the first 
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woman ever to be inducted into the Track Hall of Fame @ Fresno State 
University. By putting together this event and running it year after 
year, Rosemary created quite a reputation for her skill and event 
planning excellence.

As what would be a natural “transition in life,” Rosemary, now with 
the help of daughter Patty, moved into the family
Bass Lake vacation home that had become so much a
part of their family’s love of life. Both ladies became
anything but retired. They joined Happy Hikers, Lady
Elks, Mountain Community Women and yes… the
Sierra Senior Center!!!

Football season never had bigger fans than these 2
ladies, and I am sure every 49er touchdown was heard from here to 
the appropriate football stadium.

Although Rosemary has been gone now for almost a year, she made it 
to 102 years old, and she had stories to offer the world. Rosemary had 
a special event to leave behind and to have made all of our lives just a 
little bit richer… but most of all, we’re so lucky to have Patty who still 
gives (tirelessly) to the Senior Center and carries that same “can do 
spirit” as her mother before her.

If you know of someone who would be a great (local) senior to write about, let me know
Lori Howard (559) 683-7650.
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VOLUNTEER WITH THE SENIOR CENTER
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COMMUNITY SERVICES

For application, contact mruiz.maderafoodbank@gmail.com or call 559-674-1482.
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https://www.cdss.ca.gov/calfresh
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http://maderacounty.com/mobilehealth

