
SIERRA SENIOR CENTER
NEWS

PO Box 122, 49111 Cinder Lane, Oakhurst, CA 93644 (559) 658-2200

     Instagram: @sierraseniorcenter    Facebook: @OakhurstSeniorCenter



February 2026 LUNCH MENU
The Senior Lunch Program offers a different hot meal every weekday for adults 60 and older, 
regardless of income. Sierra Senior Center is one of the locations that provides a hot lunch at 
11:30am Monday through Friday. You must reserve your meal by 11:30am PRIOR to the day 
you plan to attend; you can reserve it with our lovely SSC lunch rep Michelle, or contact EMRAP
at  emrap.seniorlunch@gmail.com or 559-460-3431.

mailto:emrap.seniorlunch@gmail.com


February 2026 ACTIVITIES CALENDAR
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1
12pm

Mountain
Unitarian

Universalist
Church Svc

2
10am – 2pm

Open Hours

3
10am – 2pm

Open Hours
10am – 12pm
Card Group

4
10am – 12pm
SSC Board

Meeting
10am – 2pm

Open Hours
11am – 1pm
Mahjong

5
10am – 11am

Exercise
11am 

General
Meeting
11:30am
Bingo

6
5pm-7pm
PAINT
PARTY

7
11am 
Bingo

8
12pm

Mountain
Unitarian

Universalist
Church Svc

6pm

Bunco

9
10am – 2pm

Open Hours

10
10am – 2pm

Open Hours
10am – 11am
SSC Event
Committee
10am – 12pm
Card Group

11
10am – 2pm

Open Hours
11am – 1pm
Mahjong

12
10am – 12pm
Food Bank
Distribution
10am – 11am

Exercise
11am 
Bingo

13 14
11am 

Bingo &
$5 lunch

6pm

Sock Hop!

15
12pm

Mountain
Unitarian

Universalist
Church Svc

16
10am – 2pm

Open Hours
1pm

Dustin
Garrison

17
10am – 2pm

Open Hours 
10am – 12pm
Brown Bag
Distribution
10am – 12pm
Card Group
4pm – 8pm

HOW Dinner

18
10am – 2pm

Open Hours
11am – 1pm
Mahjong

19
10am – 11am

Exercise
11am 
Bingo

20
2pm – 4pm

Food
Preservation

Class
5pm-7pm
PAINT
PARTY

21

22
12pm

Mountain
Unitarian

Universalist
Church Svc

23
10am – 2pm

Open Hours

24
10am – 2pm

Open Hours
10am – 11am
SSC Event
Committee
10am – 12pm
Card Group

25
10am – 2pm

Open Hours
11am – 1pm
Mahjong

26
10am – 11am

Exercise
11am 
Bingo

5:30 – 7:30pm
Koffee &

Kards
7pm

Mountain
Amateur

Radio

27
1pm 

Master
Gardener
Workshop

28
11am 

Bingo &
Pizza Lunch

5:30pm

Tacos &
Trivia
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February 2026 SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

JUDY  SM I TH
Judy Smith was born on November 12, 1942, in Hanford, California, 
continuing a family legacy rooted deeply
in the same town where both of her
parents were also born. Not long after,
her life shifted to Oakhurst, a place that
would shape her spirit, her resilience,
and her lifelong connection to the land.
In 1946, when Judy moved here,
Oakhurst had a population of just 200
people. Her driveway sat near what is
now known as the Hangman Tree, and
the land along what later became Road
426, the local high school, and surrounding housing developments once 
served as pasture for her family’s 17 horses.

Judy’s childhood was actually kind of interesting. One of her most 
cherished memories is riding across the Sierras on horseback at just 
three years old. Her grandmother regularly took Judy and other 
children on pack trips that lasted anywhere from two weeks to an 
entire month, experiences that instilled independence, confidence, and a
lifelong love of horses. That love never faded. When asked about her 
spirit animal, Judy didn’t hesitate: a horse. Not only because of her love 
for them but also due to them being strong, loyal, and free just like the 
life she’s lived.



Her education reflected both simplicity and perseverance. Judy 
attended Echo Valley Elementary School from first through seventh 
grade, a tiny schoolhouse with eight grades, six students total, and just 
one teacher. For eighth grade, she lived with her grandparents so she 
could attend Armona Union Academy in Madera. High school brought 
an even greater test of endurance, a 135-mile round-trip daily bus 
ride to Sierra High School near Tollhouse. The long commute had a good
side; it excused her from several household chores, including milking the 
cows.

Judy’s work life was defined by grit, versatility, and trailblazing 
determination. She held a wide range of jobs including being a 
bartender, a truck driver, a cattle ranch worker, and graveyard-shift 
employee at a truck stop. Her favorite job was working at the cattle 
ranch, where she could board her horse for free, combining work with 
what she loved most. Her most historic role, however, came during her 
26-year career with the post office. Judy became the first female 
regular mail carrier in the San Joaquin Central Valley. At a time when 
women’s uniforms didn’t exist, she wore men’s clothing and carried mail
entirely on foot, walking four to five miles daily and one route that 
stretched to an astonishing eleven miles a day.

Alongside work, Judy pursued a variety of interests. As a young woman,
she collected stamps, so successfully that she eventually owned all of the
stamps everyone wanted and sold the collection for what was likely a 
substantial sum or a “pretty penny.” She rode horses for many years 
and though she no longer rides, she says she would happily climb back 
into the saddle given the chance. Today her hobbies include playing 
bingo (never more than four cards, preferably three) and camping in 



the Tamarack Creek area of the Sierra Nevada mountains, where she 
can enjoy a shallow swimming hole that is safe for her grandchildren to
play in. Fishing has also been a constant joy, from streams to lakes, 
especially Tamarack Creek before fire changed the landscape.

Judy’s sense of adventure carried her far beyond California. She has 
traveled to Mexico, Canada, and all 50 U.S. states. She has driven to 
every one of them except Hawaii of course. Alaska stood out to her for 
its rich World War II history, but Judy’s favorite destination remains 
Baltimore, where her daughter and her two grandchildren ages 12 and
18 reside. Judy plans to return to Maryland again in May, doing some 
fishing while she is there as she still holds a valid Maryland fishing 
license. After leaving Maryland she will be driving through Boston and 
Tacoma visiting friends before coming home.

Judy’s memories of Oakhurst remain vivid: a three-unit motel, a gas 
station, and a single building that served as a post office, bar, and 
grocery store. She recalls a restaurant called the French Poodle that 
was nicknamed the “Dirty Dog” by locals and a meadow at the corner 
of Highways 49 and 41 filled with Buttercups and Palomino horses. She
also remembers the power of nature firsthand. Judy was working at the
pack station during the Harlow Fire of 1961. She and other workers 
raced home through Central Camp and arrived just in time to watch 
Deadwood burn in just three and a half seconds. The fire, driven by 
fierce winds, burned 20,000 acres in a single day. Judy took a moment
to remember some good friends that unfortunately perished that day, 
friends who were loved dearly and will never be forgotten. (May the 
Kipps forever rest in peace.)



Judy’s curiosity extended into higher education as well. She attended 
Reedley College where she earned a degree in Commercial Arts and a 
minor in Biological Science. At one point, she considered a career 
performing autopsies, an interest that sparked while volunteering briefly
with the Madera County Sheriff’s Office Search and Rescue team on 
horseback, where she assisted in what some times led to body recoveries.
Her personal life included a short first marriage to a man she met while
working at a bank in Madera, and later a marriage to her retired 
military husband who has since passed.

Through every chapter: work, travel, hardship, and joy, Judy Smith has
lived with resilience, independence, and quiet strength. Her life tells the 
story of a woman shaped by horses, hard work, and open roads, who 
made history simply by showing up every day and doing what needed 
to be done. Hats off to Judy!

If you know of someone who would be a great (local) senior to write about, contact 
Georgia Kopel at 510-499-4973.



Coming in MARCH 2026







Help the SIERRA SENIOR CENTER!



https://tinyurl.com/SSCMembershipSSC


https://tinyurl.com/SSCSOS


COMMUNITY SERVICES

For application, contact mruiz.maderafoodbank@gmail.com or call 559-674-1482.

mailto:mruiz.maderafoodbank@gmail.com
mailto:mruiz.maderafoodbank@gmail.com?subject=Madera%20County%20Food%20Bank


https://www.cdss.ca.gov/calfresh


mailto:mvelasquez@valleycrc.org?subject=Care%20Companions




mailto:Lpaz@maderacap.org?subject=Water%20Bill%20Assistance


http://maderacounty.com/mobilehealth

