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OFFICE HOURS  

MONDAY – THURSDAY    

9:00 AM–1:00PM 

 

 

Staff 

Ministers: All God’s People 

Pastor: Rev. James Bartlett, STS 

Organist: Mary Paulhamus 

Sexton: Deborah Harman 

Secretary: Hope Harrington 

 

Sunday Services 

9:00 am Holy Communion 

10:15 am Coffee / Fellowship 

10:30 am Sunday School 

 

Website: www.bethanylutheran.faith  
Email: secyBethanyNALC@gmail.com 

 

Emergency Pastoral Care: 

Rev. James Bartlett 

rev.james.bartlett@gmail.com 

570-939-1471 

 

Prayer Chain: 

Gail Stover 

Stover1104@gmail.com 

570-368-2282 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE FOR  

MATERIAL FOR THE BETHANY  

MESSENGER IS 9 A.M. ON THE  

15TH OF EACH MONTH 
 

Busy Calendar? Yet Unclear Direction? Need to Find 

Clarity? 

Faithful leaders can be deeply committed and still feel scattered 

without shared clarity. Renew is a Scripture-anchored process 

designed to help you slow down, give thanks for what is life-

giving, and discern faithful next steps together. Rather than 

adding more to your calendar, Renew creates space for 

reflection, alignment, and calm clarity—so your congregation 

can move forward with purpose.  

So often when we think about things that need to change in the 

church, we think in terms of something needing to be fixed. We 

want to fix issues or problems because it is often easier for us to 

think about it in those terms. It is most often true that we look to 

finances as a way of fixing whatever it is, we feel is wrong or in 

need of work. 

However, those are not the terms in which we should look at 

making change in the church. Churches don’t need to be fixed; 

churches need to be renewed. Renewal begins when we as a 

congregation return to our first love, and we re-discover “why” 

we are here, and listen in a new way to what the spirit is saying. 

We have been praying our prayer for spiritual renewal for well-

over two years. It is something we are asked to pray daily. In this 

time, along with the prayer do we sit in silence and listen for 

God to speak to us? Do we recognize his guiding us in a 

direction or nudging us to do or say what it is that needs to be 

done or said? We’ve been asking for a fresh, new perspective, 

and for the Holy Spirit to rebuild and breathe new life into our 

faith. We pray to open ourselves completely to God’s voice. 

 

 Continued on pg. 2 
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In the North American, Lutheran Church, there is a recognition that every congregation is called to 

be alive in Christ, whether the congregation is thriving or it is struggling, it is still called to be alive 

in Christ. There is a Renew ministry designed by the NALC for its congregations. Renew is a 

Scripture-anchored process designed to help us slow down, give thanks for what is life-giving, and 

discern faithful next steps together. Rather than adding more to your calendar, Renew creates space 

for reflection, alignment, and calm clarity—so our congregation can move forward with purpose. 

This is because the church recognizes that to be alive in Christ, begins with Renew. This ministry 

process is done through prayerful discernment, strategic reflection, and spirit led planning, that 

enables the congregation to reconnect with our calling and build a faithful path moving forward. 

We walk a path of renewal that is spiritual and strategic. 

First, we Diagnose With Hope: 

We asked, honest questions and see clarity through the gospel. Every journey begins with both prayer 

and courageous reflection. We do this through retreats, Bible study, and guided planning tools. As a 

congregation, we are asked to discern: 

• What is God doing here? 

• What is he calling us to become? 

• In what areas are we thriving, and what things must never change? 

This isn’t about us chasing a trend, it isn’t about us trying a new gimmick. It is about listening, 

learning, and following Jesus together as a church family. 

We also Plan With Purpose: 

We take our conversation and move it into action where the renew process helps congregations two: 

• Celebrate our unique strengths and stories. 

• Name our hopes for the future. 

• Identify what it means to invite, retain, disciple, and send 

• Create a shared, and realistic, plan for faithful ministry.  

The result of this planning with purpose is a congregation with a culture of ownership, clarity, and 

shared mission. This is not us being dependent on outside experts, telling us what we should do, it is 

us working together. 

We are offered Tools & Pathways: 

• There is a workshop training: 

o The workshop is free and offered online and includes worksheets that can be edited, 

videos, and customizable planning templates to help guide our congregation through the 

process step-by-step. 
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• There are Zoom conversations: 

o The NALC holds free monthly online calls with both NALC leaders and other 

congregations that are in this process. In this place ideas are shared, questions are asked, 

and participants receive ongoing support. 

• There is also the option for a certified guide to be on site with us: 

o If we feel that we need a coach or somebody to help walk us through the process, we 

can ask for a certified guide to come and offer an in-person retreat, and even a full year 

of coaching to help our congregation implement our renewal plan and grow and clarity 

and confidence. If we were to ask for a certified guide on site, it would be the only part 

of this ministry program where there would be a cost. Everything else we do comes to 

us free from the NALC. 

Finally, our congregation will Develop a Vision of a Healthy, Disciple–Making Church: 

• At the heart of the renewal process is a simple framework: Invite. Retain. Disciple. Send. 

• The visioning is done with a planning grid, where we discern how each area of our ministry – 

Sundays, groups, events, and service, can all contribute to a balanced, gospel-centered church 

life. 

This will help our congregation to move from what we are doing now to intentional mission: 

• Invite people to an authentic community of faith. 

• Retained them through Word, Sacrament, and meaningful relationships. 

• Disciple them in the Christian faith. 

• Send them into the world with a purpose. 

This progression leads us to spiritual alignment, renewed energy, and long-term faithfulness.  

Our Congregation Council had was unanimous in the decision to Renew ministry process to help 

us find a focus for our ministry that is important to us and faithful to our calling. It is our hope that 

many of you in the congregation will join us for this process and take an active part in the renewal 

that we have been praying for. 

Yours in Christ 
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Bethany’s Mission Statement 
Matthew 28:19-20 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 

you! 
 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL RENEWAL  
Please pray this prayer daily 

Oh, loving Lord. We know You and accept You as Lord and Savior. So, we come to You 

seeking a fresh, new perspective, not to throw away past lessons but for Your spirit to 

rebuild and breathe new life into our faith. Show us how to do this. Let us open ourselves 

completely to Your voice. The voice that tells us God is love and in Christ all things are 

new. Renew us and restore us in Christ name. Amen 

 

PRAYING FOR OUR PEOPLE 
Len & Kathy Hinton – Matthew Sharrow – Peter Beguhl – 

Lori Clauseen – Kevin Taylor – Marjorie Fantaskey – Joan 

Swartz - Margaret Ryan – Michael Woodley – Louise & Jim – 

Fay Sausser – Colleen Davidson – Lou & Emily Bassler – Ann 

Long – Evelyn Seaman – Eileen Lauchle – Bebe Bolich – 

Dave Shipton – Rev. Ray & Nancy Forsythe – Dorothy Lee – 

Marian Mott  – Robert Bennett – Mike Brouse – Molly Bienly 

– Paul Steiger – Dave Lundy – Sally & Mark Lomison – Bud 

& Louise Jordan – John Klinger – Karen Yeomans – Peggy 

Shultz – Michael Hennigan – Robert Margel – Carol Early – 

Arlene Klepper – Mike Snauffer – Pastor Jeff & Dawn Zetto – 

David Hughes – Linda & Ray Bomboy – Darlene & Robin 

Connelly – Barb Pentz – Debra Bartlett – Dick & Elva 

Whitmoyer – Chris & Dawn Inch – Charlie & Betty Lomas – 

Bob – Kirk & Joanne Williard – Ed Mertes – Don Snauffer - 

Barb Pentz – Pamela Graffins – Jason Lewis – Luke Toner - 

Betty Ann Leiby – Glenn Kaufman – Jayda Ramms – Kirk & 

Joanne Williard – Pastor Paddy & Sally Rooney 
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Lou & Emily Bassler 
400 Jordan Ave. 

Montoursville, PA  
17754 

Linda Bomboy 
1661 Pleasant Hill Rd. 

Cogan Station, PA 
17728 

Jim & Louise Foose 
36 Fredric Lane 

Montoursville, PA 
17754-1803 

Pastor Jeff & Dawn Zetto 
340 Watermere Dr. 1123 

Conroe, TX  77384 

Margorie Fantasky 
1101 Elm St. 

Montoursville, PA  
17754-1803  

Margaret Ryan 
305 Tressler Blvd.  

Room 308   
Lewisburg, PA  

17837  

Eileen Lauchle 
2750 Rte. 220 Hwy 

Hughesville, PA  
17737-8367 

Ann Long 
2160 Warrensville 

Rd.  Appt. 112 
Montoursville, PA  

17754-9772 

Dennis Palmeter 
423 Mulberry St. 
Montoursville, PA  

17754-1819 

Faye Sausser 
495 Lower Manor Rd. 

Williamsport, PA  
17701 

Evelyn Seaman 
Celebration Villa 

2985 Four Mile Drive 
Montoursville, PA  

17754 

Dave Shipton 
1210 Spruce St. 
Montoursville, 

PA  17754-2029 

Peggy Shultz 
Celebration Villa 

2985 Four Mile Drive 
Room 103 

Montoursville, PA 
17754 

REMEMBERING THOSE WHO 

ARE AT HOME 

 

Held together in faith , prayer, 

and the love of Christ, no 

matter the distance. 
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BLOOD DRIVE 

Our next blood drive is Friday, February 20th from 12:30 – 

5:00pm. You are encouraged to register online or by phone 

(RedCrossBlood.org or (800)-733-2767, and if possible, 

complete a pre-donation screening and health history online at 

RedCrossBlood.org/Rapid Pass. If you can help with your time, 

cookies, or brownies, please contact Denise Bergenstock at 

(570)-323-2984. 
 

WINTER WEATHER  

A reminder that the church office follows the weather 

closures and delays of the Montoursville Area School 

District. In the event of a delay/closure, the office will 

be closed, and the building will be locked. The 

pastor will be available by phone for needs that 

arise. 

 

WORSHIP AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CANCELATION NOTICES THROUGH 

FACEBOOK 

If members feel that weather conditions are unsafe for 

travel, they are encouraged to stay at home and remain safe.  

 In the rare event that weather conditions are severe enough to 

cause the cancellation of Worship services a notice will be posted on the congregation's 

Facebook account.  

 
 
 
 
 

Bethany Lutheran Renewal Effort Workshop 
will be on Saturday, May 16th, from 8-3 PM.  

Bethany Lutheran Church is hosting a special 
NALC Renewal Workshop on May 16, and we’d love for 
you to be part of it. The event will run from 8:00 AM to 
3:00 PM. More information to come! 

 
 

MESSAGES & GRATITUDE  
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Sign-ups for main courses are outside of the  

church office. We can’t wait to see you!  

Please remember to bring your own 

table setting! 

February 15th 

March 15th 

April 19th 

May 17th 

LENTEN SCHEDULE 

Ash Wednesday Service 
February 18th at 7:15pm 

Ash Wednesday Begins the Season of Lent 

Wednesday Lenten Services & Meals 
February 25th, March 4th, 11th, 18th, 

25th, April 1st  

❖ 6:00pm Lenten Soup Supper 

❖ 7:15pm Holden Evening Prayer 

Palm Sunday 
March 29th at 9:00am  

Maundy Thursday 
April 2nd at 7:15pm  

Good Friday 
April 3rd at 7:15pm  

 

Easter Sunday 
April 5th at 9:00am  
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Solution on page 11 
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Each week, the Axis.org team research culture to help 
parents and family members stay up to date on the 
music, movies, TV shows, and social media trends that 
are impacting your kid’s world. Whether a teen or pre 

teen, the questions suggested by the team can help you continue conversations with them that help 
you to understand how the trends affect them personally. 

2026 IS THE NEW 2016 

What it is: People are feeling nostalgic about 2016, posting throwback photos 
to social media and yearning for simpler times, all in Instagram's iconic Rio de 
Janeiro filter. Even celebrities are participating.  

Why it's popular right now: The year was 2016. An idyllic time before TikTok, 
COVID-19, brain rot, doomscrolling or AI slop; it was all about the dog and 
flower crown Snapchat filter, the mannequin challenge, oversaturated 
pictures, beloved Vines, and we can’t forget about the clowns. It was an era 
where people curated their Instagram grid and focused on perfecting their 
contour. A decade later, we’re in the age of the art of the nonchalant photo 

dump and maintaining “glass skin.” When you look closer, both time periods bounce between artificiality 
and authenticity; social media today is less about filters and more about perfectly capturing a moment 
without looking like you’re trying too hard. And while on the surface, 2016 online was more “artificial,” 
with heavier makeup and filters, TikTok users say (language) they felt more authentic back then.  

Continue the conversation: Do you ever wish you were born in a different time period? 

THE KIDS ARE GONNA BE ALRIGHT  

What it is: For the third year in a row, rates of depression, anxiety, and suicidal ideation have actually 
gone down in college students, according to a study of 84,000 students by the Healthy Minds Network.  

Why it’s good, but complicated: The annual survey also asks university faculty and staff to share their 
perspectives about mental health on their various campuses. And according to a data summary by 
UCLA’s Newsroom, “About half of faculty and staff surveyed said they have conversations with students 
about mental health, and most recognize worsening trends [emphasis ours]. However, about half are not 
confident in recognizing a student in distress.” The picture that emerges is of a student body that is 
learning (successfully) to work through mental health struggles, while the adults around them might have 
a harder time recognizing and anticipating their resilience. 

Continue the conversation:  
Are you surprised that mental health issues are going down in college students? What would you 
attribute that to?  

 

 

 

https://info.axis.org/e3t/Ctc/2J+113/ctRz004/MV_6lMR47nXW6Rh4LT98T-p9W5n2k0f5JFt9VN8rPF5M3qgz0W7Y8-PT6lZ3mGW8tTrHv18tp17W1m5KNM320M76W5Vg8l66vrKncVbJ2mc2VNyBZN50KQjPQ-HvVW3YSDHM3g2JFLW5mDLhq4T2MJbW7JRhJM26Hm1GW3755Ks8hMRNMW3klMsN6f3rRnW8FVpRS4rGPL-W2yzjpL2XVJR1W6lFQhC7jKMZVN7YrfD05gTdqW7_5pGQ96nJ3HW4MfYYb2Ddz2rW3v3lHQ8rGxGDW7bn0kc4Sm5d5W8N4zZz7fhd-QW1NTfNY2vbX90N8QB4yxp3RkcW56JdFd6cVlSRW23ml1B1mPt7gW2kDDbF3Lh71LN6FT3GhgNtSTW23BVbs8FP8y0f9l6_Fj04
https://info.axis.org/e3t/Ctc/2J+113/ctRz004/MV_6lMR47nXW6Rh4LT98T-p9W5n2k0f5JFt9VN8rPF5M3qgz0W7Y8-PT6lZ3lBW4ydfL18HtDg6W5ZR7mc9dMLQlN2TMP0S21Fx3W8ZxqbB90YzcPW3lQdld5NDRvnTvNmQ6hTYlNW1-55f39gf6bhW88Z1nj2Hc96SW6Wx7SZ2QmQlvW3CwxMR6Y3XNPN3XklpwZSVrnVPf9Gr3vXpZ0W1Z6VzM98sjLbW7Wqtmh91ljV0Vp58MK7Y0cvgW7KL5vN5jk_LzW1q_3rY582-FbW989hX37CXqPLW909P7d2BptszW8LK_rV5_QYBMW67H34h1gqy0CW73Gxny5HXL3ZW6HQXQF2CND_PW289t0B4yWMVfW2VWGzz2xVBtCW7F8LZT2YDwsgf5xs_n-04
https://info.axis.org/e3t/Ctc/2J+113/ctRz004/MV_6lMR47nXW6Rh4LT98T-p9W5n2k0f5JFt9VN8rPF4z5nR3bW5BWr2F6lZ3lDW5GQtQS9cVDkTW3ZMbkl3ZqDLNW2RszBX6F2MZJW72XkrH4t2zCyW2VqCX03QlKJsVVCfkg7kpTF8N7LPZyHB3KCJW6HcWTn1NTZJjW3GnD-N5YS3JLW4D33Yg3wdZlZW62C6Zg43jKlvW2J2_Gm5BP8ChN5zmQkW2_ng7W6P9DVr6H07jkVD-xmh5QytSDW6vcFZ934lLXXW6LfryG6P4Z4XW9fzkYw8lFFMjW3xSltN7jZ3qVW6HC-XY7F9gldW4XJpmD2FTcksW4h_Wsr3l9ys5W1GdXpD2X4dTDN4pTGBsKjXQcN2grt0qn2_CTW83ykm72gQ9C-W3s5PXz4tkHy7W4HS7mM6CZF6qW1KF7_M3sJT4pW8S2_7J18ZwgkW7P-F3z6TMln_W69K13R2x5XRpW9hGYY6404TZ6W1vXJ2_7l4bHnf25VfRR04
https://info.axis.org/e3t/Ctc/2J+113/ctRz004/MV_6lMR47nXW6Rh4LT98T-p9W5n2k0f5JFt9VN8rPF6l3qgz0W95jsWP6lZ3m2W9843QD44bT9rW3_2GFd1bnHYlN3NdX0QnpTQ_W362yGb3KKf4MW3Mt4B83Jjfz5N8vkyHBqw4GyW3xrMy01x9PVgW2RpfDw5pzGB_W6mFC9C71DNlbW1WftmX8J5D3MW3hBwkd4lr9jQW5xLqTq1tcQdtW5z835s2_Lkw9W3vwVgv7TnFgkW8gVV-L2-7W3LW8-pdRx3DyKVWW49NpGb7pyYCSW53p4QC7nJVcmW2TKKS46blqnkW3RGnr28ML56CW2JdFjR1C0115N8FQvcBkV6Q9W5bBdkR6pmK2YN2Yw_xyjddDMW3SXZHM5mJPmxN4VhW3lqBFQMDRNRhkdXF5W6yZbvk2bRbXnW9kGVms8g92C3W3SS_z61Wr7fndB-2RC04
https://info.axis.org/e3t/Ctc/2J+113/ctRz004/MV_6lMR47nXW6Rh4LT98T-p9W5n2k0f5JFt9VN8rPF623qgz0W8wLKSR6lZ3mfVWtM5L36HC7QN7fYtDF3QKrkW47tg798YbBGQW3V7R5S3SvBQhW7wtX941qwvflW3dqgT-6wgJmWW1VJMc98D73XQVJMj4H4dVMC1V2VHYX3BWd3hW38qbwC2Vb4y5W6cp6bZ7Pp87jW3k0Zmv6Gd2xgW3BLg9b8wV5VGW48m7NT3WxtYNW58hfCc85gFlsW2ZtGxZ1YCtfVW4bfrBr68D4cwW45gdkN1mGldkW1qPsQn2CHRhwW1Q3PS225j20fVvS1pT8sZlFcW6jwkkW3Z871PW7TPMHK8DVdyCW5n1W4K4QpQrfW4zRMS-1_CxPNW1l-yjs73WGptW1_DrMK2JkCSsW3fnZLy8pggxQf8VtVnH04
https://info.axis.org/e3t/Ctc/2J+113/ctRz004/MV_6lMR47nXW6Rh4LT98T-p9W5n2k0f5JFt9VN8rPF4z5nR3bW5BWr2F6lZ3kWW8K4LRw3zcxC5W55T9Pb3wjYFpW40D1wL2flT81W78ckQY7wyd7fW7GpwCD9hG5RPW94ynN95w_PnPW4fhr_B1D5X4VW4c7qNW2kpX0NM6G66F6cJXlW4qPxZw1SpFjvW3tBkNL7XwL81W2vCBmR7n3wdnW7p6N64358m-vW4zNCJN5KcS3HW4PmwRC5cX3fWW3ybT6M7KdwjrVp6BJ43jxhBrW52X1x52jNv-BW8qt9rB54lNpWW8w_KWV6Y94ctW1CLLFt2vH2d3W2q1j9d2jwkN2VlvPRh1TnL-7W1cZmv26L6-RrW7bsNvW4kD00gW3QmR_588zrRNW4PKcn41jDH0_W2Bxxzc4j-BJWW64ZqG66zB-yCW7JQBQW4l5N9kN5-1JycXz2sWW7DZKCN5z45VXW7tdQH17lc9WmW6D2bf145ZGm3dlzxDP04
https://info.axis.org/e3t/Ctc/2J+113/ctRz004/MV_6lMR47nXW6Rh4LT98T-p9W5n2k0f5JFt9VN8rPF6l3qgz0W95jsWP6lZ3ncW6nJy5N1FbDRzW77GKdx9hWsfGN8zBBTlgd1FmN35fcFJWXnjSW6wBWYn3BrmVDW3p3Rv44hV4JSW1jP65623Y47YW5Ls6yr30t7G3W62syYF2YMjn8W1r68Kb4BF_j9W5hzqYQ9bM3W8N6KNbD7JByp-W4-N2mk7lzbKfN5Vw4pvDDG-ZW1B3q768-sn_yW3P0TBJ5jfBHRW4FlZJT6lCKDxW73s9_8483TyPW8rXzZT1D42hSW3llWYG3CfKQNW2Rrphy6TSmBrW38tc1h8zx7wqW3rvZH85h3LlmN23QlJlLZg61W1jbv2x7VC98bW58znVG5ZF3SvVk1Jvq5G0njPMxLY3v1d-f6W6rsPwx5hspqWW1nYjdv7_85SYf3YgyQb04
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THE DEATH OF DIALOGUE 

What it is: A piece in The Independent wonders if the voice note’s rise in popularity is killing the art of 
conversation. 

What it means: The article from The Independent refers to a UK study focusing primarily on Gen Z’s 
aversion to phone calls. It claims voice notes are the preferred option over a call (with texting remaining 
the most popular method of communication). This invites a natural question: why? Why have the 
popularity of voice notes risen in recent years? Is it because they help us preserve tone, and they’re easy 
to record? Is it because Gen Z allegedly struggles with social situations? Is it because everyone simply 
wants to have their own podcast? While it might be any of those things (causation famously being hard to 
prove), it does illuminate the world in which teens are growing up. 

Let's translate this one further...  

While personally I am unsure if voice notes  
(or even texting for that matter) has “killed the  
art of conversation” as The Independent claims, 
 it does get people to click an article and marks  
a shift in culture that’s worth examining.  

I would explain this shift toward voice notes  
in two ways. Firstly, it stems from a relational desire to be heard and understood, fully, with the context 
(tonal or informational) lacking in texts or written communication. But secondly, and maybe more 
tellingly, it is a consequence of our move toward monologue at the expense of dialogue.  

As young people continue to watch more YouTube, consume more podcasts, or just listen to influencers 
yap at them, they’ve become predisposed to this more monologic communication. It’s one-directional 
and unconcerned with the response of the listener. Full disclosure, I am far from immune, and in all 
honesty, going off on long rants is something I consistently struggle to not do on our podcast, even though 
it is designed with conversation in mind.  

I share my podcast habits to prove a point: this is broader than just voice notes. It’s about how we engage 
in practically any form of communication with one another. Maybe as a culture, we’ve learned to prioritize  
being heard instead of hearing. Comment sections and TikTok videos lend themselves to one-way 
conversations. We shout our opinions from the rooftops but rarely listen to the quiet whispers of the 
people around us, of our neighbors and our kid’s teacher and the person sitting next to us at church. 
Maybe we killed the art of conversation. It makes me think of the book of Job, where Job’s “friends” spend 
20 plus chapters talking at Job about his troubles. To their credit, they do spend a week mourning with him, 
but after that, they become full of their own wisdom, unwilling to listen to Job or the Lord. All of this 
matters as we disciple the next generation. At Axis, we believe in the power of true and genuine 
conversation. It’s why we include a tangible way to start conversations in every resource we create, as a 
way to hopefully spark dialogue instead of the classic parent/mentor/coach/youth leader monologue.  
 
 

https://info.axis.org/e3t/Ctc/2J+113/ctRz004/MV_6lMR47nXW6Rh4LT98T-p9W5n2k0f5JFt9VN8rPF4z5nR3bW5BWr2F6lZ3p9W5k0sxq8Tdr84W389YFz33ysn7W86RsZH4-pQ87W1r8W2t87MyjkW93BLmS2LND-MW7vb5pl7pJNqZW1wbPpn1PXlvcW74p4CW2vBN51W3nWWrn5TpPMfW2PQfWM5DkvvBN3nZNGYQPDrvW2jtpZt71y-JBW2WHdgJ4mVy_xW4PNmY_7ZHv34VW4_b71sv5YzW7Z7Mh158j8xlN1v3pnhKlQ_gW3j9ZQ37mWSllW74xk_v2CJfHcW3dlWH361zbG5W8697tb4Yx_XpN6YGQcTlMjs_W65NhC435SsYcW8hWPDd6V9xN9W48M_RD7Q_w-pW1bd86C6nqcFRW4646966GmYwGW8hPn6Y8mDGxQW6HCQY68bMxpYW4M53Pd6_08Y3W7D_5888Ty604M1wN_QWfcthW1Q6FQP5ZNV7cN1PQvkBwC2rJf8wzn3g04
https://info.axis.org/e3t/Ctc/2J+113/ctRz004/MV_6lMR47nXW6Rh4LT98T-p9W5n2k0f5JFt9VN8rPF4g5nR3bW50kH_H6lZ3l8W4SGs6g75mxy1W8Gr9_y79wLJ0N29SwG8dKsQJVfJw7P7cHzVcW5vPz-X6NgMwmN1wChkj-1cyYN5-sxqCkfdjrN28d4LPXLdBZN5rC5XDQ6dLHW1N0XpZ44jpjhW1S9lqq16YlXcW2Jl50W2Dt_fwW3xpd2r94GKnDW605HKp33Vx8rW7kP_RR4Jp5HxW46v5DB5bmvd5W6khV6n1MYcdpW1_PBDT4KQnJwW1Qc-RP9h4RlRN64xzvb6DXMzVBnl0V3XxJYJW4hQlWY6PBcSyVnT6Wp7pb3x5W6FK5bQ5zQrVCVjRX5D6MYYF_W21rQxX4cTMxJW6J_N042z1ckSW736f9R4FYJDnW3Y-Rx847JXD4W1K3DpF7MWVvtW4Ny_cP4bHnq2VzBRSM61_7Qxf8YT7Zl04
https://info.axis.org/e3t/Ctc/2J+113/ctRz004/MV_6lMR47nXW6Rh4LT98T-p9W5n2k0f5JFt9VN8rPF5s3qgz0W7lCdLW6lZ3m1V4__sP87kd9XW76cV7V5_2NmnW3X957g1h4XLmW3pzpWX1fpqlpW5Yjjr51cygQKW7ZnSc76170cQW69V11w6L_Z6hW907jX19c0_WdW5nKbGD6hxz5BW3J8LNS37bLVQW71CCvx5h4sNPVZ9gwk6dx1ZFW96HZjm3J8VbtW7dJM8g8KL9nFW28m_1q1_QCR4W1S9ysh6yBcFnW15J1g91TW1qQW92f0sk2-nK9HW1fMNhQ51-NqhW4yZ7V81MdcT9W9dKTH47nvzcwW7pTvQ13R5M52W5wcBcy7TX-7yW5kswHm7lr4dcf527G7Y04
https://info.axis.org/e3t/Ctc/2J+113/ctRz004/MV_6lMR47nXW6Rh4LT98T-p9W5n2k0f5JFt9VN8rPF5s3qgz0W7lCdLW6lZ3n-W3nHXgx7Gn8fKW6jzH2W3_vSSnW2Qm5X88RqHShW9261nv9d_7wSW5kJ2YB696h_vW2dyGhc1kD3QBW15VSZb86HJxZW88nP2p6skXxsN84Nnz3BSJ66W6LS2yb11f3zmW64xpYx7VkQWwW5t7XKn1hBmqmW422gR62Mg7NBW88_6MY6dLlZ9VH8nYP1xjJ1CW7G64301WKC7BW5XZ6Jd8GgDbBN4F52HgZ_g12N8DZpn5wKhLcW5ZYLYf21LSyRF6LnRNQJjfLW6CDZWJ83xSL3VcDNr085LBgnVRrXH38Gjy7vf74dqj804
https://info.axis.org/e3t/Ctc/2J+113/ctRz004/MV_6lMR47nXW6Rh4LT98T-p9W5n2k0f5JFt9VN8rPF6l3qgz0W95jsWP6lZ3lyW8bdBYk43zMzVW5LyTy32-vMcTW8CCM8z3rLGsXW1n9yJf3_KSk_W6NWTX88n49DXW16LJ-D5r2_HVW1J10xz7tW6G_W4cgv7C8KQswTVHD6PQ5sYRPdW3QDBXZ5K0yX3N1bhC3B8NVJ_VtZTg_6zvPkCW4MsBHb37F7GyW9dRFGr1kBGx2W3g17yj7-bGSQW6bxdj17kbgR3W9lnDmx5nJJGnW5CTP-M9hGNkmW641zKq4z1XzJW2B9TFD1hXQrlW7CjkV74W0SQSW8f_ptt3hmWr2V5XY978cfg9dW2T1MTt6zj83bVZhLKm3MBsxhW7PFZrS8Mpd6GVZv8dt6hBRHlW1x68Cr5yHnnGW8HrFKc7KHL9tVc8M837q4z24f8Lbqgn04
https://info.axis.org/e3t/Ctc/2J+113/ctRz004/MV_6lMR47nXW6Rh4LT98T-p9W5n2k0f5JFt9VN8rPF6l3qgz0W95jsWP6lZ3nBW4h38tH2RXT5dW8l3Z2V1Bl_WdW66sL9C3vbR1kW7yMPN22rh8n2W1N_P5X2-5sdFW8fsZhC54cFHNW2Srg-p3_Qt_HN2D2mFfKY3-BV3Znlq7zHb0PW40SsHg4yr9-6W4Rt3yl2mj_zpW7P2L8V9fSCNVN6SV1--wPVGXW1jZC3T5Dlq8qW1sGpND3dyMLrW8SXfH47bf2Q9W5tNgyk52SlkmVN1Qyr2LScNVW3xS8Sz2sVy-9W8nL6Dk226D4mW6_-3CW6QKHxMW7_SlT85bk6JTN605FJjFnG65W8v1L9Q874DF7W50ZgWg6Dzrg4W8gjVmj4VTJnXVBn11q2fdMYyW6Ghmcw74KrQvN6Z_Y-7hTqmMW8j2Y8Q64xSpFf9dNq2404
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With that in mind… 
In the meantime, here are three questions to help you continue the conversation with your teens:  

• If you could choose between a voice note or a phone call, which would you prefer? Why do you 
prefer it? 

• Who’s someone in your life who makes you feel heard? 
• What’s one conversation I could be a better listener in? 
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THE MARRIAGE MASTERPIECE 
What Makes a Marriage Worthy of the Name 

 
In The Marriage Masterpiece, Al Janssen invites couples to see marriage not as a 

contract to survive but as a living work of art being shaped by God. Just as a 

masterpiece is formed slowly through intention, sacrifice, and skilled hands, a 

strong marriage is crafted through humility, grace, and spiritual purpose. The 

book’s central message is simple but profound: marriage is God’s primary 

workshop for shaping Christlike love. 
 

MARRIAGE IS GOD’S DESIGN, NOT OURS 
 

Janssen emphasizes that marriage is not something  

we invent or control. It belongs to God. When we  

treat marriage as a personal project designed to 

meet our needs, it becomes fragile. When we  

treat it as God’s creation meant to reflect His  

love, it becomes resilient. Marriage exists not only to make us happy,  

but to make us holy. 
 

LOVE IS MORE THAN FEELING 
 

The book challenges the cultural idea that love is  

primarily emotional. Janssen presents love as a series  

of daily choices rooted in commitment. Real love  

shows up when emotions fade, when misunderstandings  

arise, and when sacrifice is required. Love in marriage is  

best measured not by passion but by faithfulness, patience, and  

forgiveness. 
 

CONFLICT CAN BECOME GROWTH 
 

Rather than viewing conflict as failure, Janssen teaches that it is often the place where growth begins. 

Disagreements reveal where pride, fear, or unmet expectations live. When handled with humility and prayer, 

conflict becomes an invitation to deeper understanding and intimacy. A healthy marriage is not one without 

tension, but one where both partners are willing to listen, repent, and grow. 
 

GRACE IS THE GLUE 
 

One of the strongest themes in the book is the power of grace. Every marriage is made up of two flawed 

people. Without forgiveness, marriages harden. With grace, they heal. Janssen reminds readers that just as 

Christ continually offers grace to us, spouses are called to extend grace to one another again. 
 

GOD MUST BE AT THE CENTER 
 

The “masterpiece” of marriage is only possible when God is at the center. Prayer, 

worship, and spiritual unity turn marriage from a fragile partnership into a sacred 

covenant. When couples seek God together, they begin to see each other through 

His eyes. A Christ-centered marriage is not perfect, but it is continually being 

restored. 

 

Check out this 
book (and many 
others)  in the 
church library!  
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THE BIG PICTURE 
 

The Marriage Masterpiece calls couples to a higher vision. Marriage is not about winning arguments, 

keeping scores, or demanding happiness. It is about becoming a reflection of God’s faithful, sacrificial love 

in the world. 
 

Every marriage is a work in progress. But when God is the Artist, even broken places can become beautiful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR SEASON  Through the Lense  
STEEPLE REPAIR 

Jan. 14th, 2026 
 

Above: Bethany Lutheran Church erected 

in 1870 
 

Left: Bethany Lutheran Church & 

Parsonage in 1980 

 

 

After a very windy November, Zartman 

Construction, Inc. arrived January 14th, 

2026, to repair cracks in the steeple of 

Bethany Lutheran Church. About 4 hours 

of work completed the project. 
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1 Tbsp olive oil or butter 

1 small onion, diced 

2 medium carrots, sliced 

2 medium stalk celery, chopped 

3 cloves garlic, minced  

1 tsp salt 

4 Tbsp butter 

 

One of the ways we can share in fellowship with one another is to share our favorite, or most 

requested, recipes. We are asking everyone to share their recipes by submitting them to the 

church office and each month we will share a recipe in our newsletter. Please take a moment to 

copy your favorite recipe or one that is most requested by others and email it to 

secybethanynalc@gmail.com or drop it off at the church office. We look forward to seeing all 

the yummy recipes as they come in! 

 

Submit your Recipes! 

1. Heat oil in a large pot over medium heat. Add onion, carrots, and celery; 

saute  5–6 minutes. 

2. Stir in garlic and cook 30 seconds. 

3. Add broth, chicken, rice, thyme, parsley, salt, and pepper. Bring to a boil. 

4. Reduce heat, cover, and simmer 40–45 minutes until rice is tender 

5. In a saucepan, melt butter. Whisk in flour to form a roux. 

6. Slowly whisk in milk and cream until thickened. 

7. Stir into soup, simmer 5 minutes, adjust seasoning, and serve warm. 

6 cups chicken broth 

2 cups cooked, shredded chicken 

1 cup uncooked wild rice blend 

1 tsp dried thyme 

1 tsp dried parsley 

½ tsp black pepper 

¼ cup flour 

  

Our Daily Crumbs 
Monthly recipes from our member’s 

cookbooks! 

CREAMY CHICKEN &  

WILD RICE SOUP 
A hearty winter soup perfect for cold evenings and warm gatherings 
 

There’s something about a pot of soup simmering on the stove that feels like home. This Creamy Chicken & Wild 

Rice Soup is rich, comforting, and filled with wholesome ingredients. It’s perfect for a snowy day, a family 

dinner, or to share with a neighbor who could use a warm meal. 

INGREDIENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DIRECTIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:secybethanynalc@gmail.com
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February 1  
Lay Reader: Beverly Brown 
Communion: Barb Winchester, Barb Pentz 
Ushers: Richard Hillegas, Mark Whitmoyer 
Lock-Up: Mark Whitmoyer 

 
 
 

February 8  
Lay Reader: Gregory Dwulet 
Communion: Gregory Dwulet, Karen Paulhamus 
Ushers: Tracy Rhian, Earla Gower 
Lock-Up: William Bagwell 

 
 
 

February 15   
Lay Reader: Michael Stover 
Communion: Michael Stover, Gail Stover 
Ushers: Philip Oechler, Gary Oechler 
Lock-Up: Dave Grube 
 

 
 
 

February 18  Ash Wednesday  
Lay Reader: Beverly Brown 
Communion: Barb Winchester, Barb Pentz 
Ushers: Deb Harman, Fred Paulhamus, Beverly 
Brown 

 
 
 

Altar Flowers 

Worship Participants 
February Ministries 
Altar: Katherine Hinton, volunteer needed 
Communion: Tracy Rhian 
Greeting Cards: June Grube 

FEB 1  Karen Paulhamus 
FEB 8  Gary Oechler 
FEB 15  Barb Winchester 
FEB 22  Lent (no flowers) 

March 1  
Lay Reader: David Neidig 
Communion: David Neidig, Yvonne Sechler 
Ushers: Richard Hillegas, Mark Whitmoyer 
Lock-Up: Mark Whitmoyer 

 
 
 

March 8 
Lay Reader: Phil Riggs 
Communion: Phil Riggs, Weston Miller 
Ushers: Tracy Rhian, Earla Gower 
Lock-Up: William Bagwell 

 
 
 

March 15 
Lay Reader: Beverly Brown 
Communion: Barb Winchester, Karen Paulhamus 
Ushers: Philip Oechler, Gary Oechler 
Lock-Up: Dave Grube 

 
 
 

February 22   
Lay Reader: Gregory Dwulet 
Communion: Gregory Dwulet, Tracy Rhian 
Ushers: Michael Stover, Gail Stover 
Lock-Up: Philip Oechler 

 
 

March Ministries 
Altar: Katherine Hinton              volunteer needed 
Communion: Katherine Hinton    volunteer needed 
Greeting Cards: Arlene Klepper 

March 22  
Lay Reader: Arlene Klepper 
Communion: Arlene Klepper, Tracy Rhian 
Ushers: Michael Stover, Gail Stover 
Lock-Up: Philip Oechler 

 
 
 

March 29 Palm Sunday 
Lay Reader: Gegory Dwulet 
Communion: Gegory Dwulet, Yvonne Sechler 
Ushers: Richard Hillegas, Mark Whitmoyer 
Lock-Up: Mark Whitmoyer 
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Sun. February 8  Epiphany 5 
9:00am  Holy Communion  
10:15am  Coffee/Fellowship   
10:30am  Sunday School 
 
Mon. Feb 9 
7:15pm  Church Council  

Tue. Feb 10 
9:00am  Quilters 
1:00pm  Lace Group  

Wed. Feb 11    
12:00pm  Bible Study 
6:00pm  Pudgie’s    
7:00pm  Handbells    
8:00pm  Choir 
 
Thu. Feb 12 
6:00pm  Bible Study 

 

 

Sun. February 15 Transfiguration  
9:00am  Holy Communion  
10:15am  Coffee/Fellowship   
10:30am  Sunday School 
12:00pm  Tureen Lunch 
 
Tue. Feb 17  
9:00am  Quilters 
1:00pm  Lace Group 
6:00pm  Pudgie’s    
7:00pm  Handbells    
8:00pm  Choir  
 
 
Wed. Feb 18      
7:15pm  Ash Wednesday Service  
 
Fr. Feb 20 
12:30-5:00pm Blood Drive 

 

 
Sunday February 22 Lent 1 
9:00am - Holy Communion  
10:15am - Coffee/Fellowship     
10:30am - Sunday School 

Tue. Feb 24   
9:00am  Quilters 
1:00pm  Lace Group 
6:00pm  Pudgie’s    
7:00pm  Handbells    
8:00pm  Choir 
     
Wed. Feb 25   
6:00pm  Lenten Soup Supper 
7:15pm  Holden Evening Prayer  
 
 

Sun. February 1  Epiphany 4 
9:00am  Holy Communion  
10:15am  Coffee/Fellowship   
10:30am  Sunday School 
 
Mon. Feb 2 
1:00pm  Women of Bethany 
 
Tue. Feb 3   
9:00am  Quilters 
   
Wed. Feb 4      
6:00pm  Pudgie’s    
7:00pm  Handbells    
8:00pm  Choir  
 
Thu. Feb 5 
7:15pm  Renewal Committee 
 
 

 

 

Upcoming Events 


