
Time-out with Suspension of Privileges (TSP) Diagram 
 

 
 
 
 

EFFECTIVE 
COMMAND 

GENUINE PRAISE 

CHAIR 
WARNING 

 
CHAIR 

 

Obeys 

Disobeys 

Disobeys 

Example: “Please put the 
markers in the box. 
(Begin 5 sec. count) 

“If you don’t [EFFECTIVE 
COMMAND], you will have 
to go to the time-out chair.” 
(Begin 5 sec. count) 

Walk with the child to the 
chair saying, “You didn’t 
do what I told you to do, 
so you have to go to the 
time-out chair.” Back 
away from chair saying, 
“Stay on the chair until I 
say you can get off.” 
(3 mins + 5 sec. silence) 

Example: “Great job 
listening the first time!” 

Example: “Thanks for 
listening!” 

Disobeys 

Obeys 

Disobeys 

Yes 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
“Okay.” 

Yes 

“If you don’t walk to 
(stay on) the chair, you 
will lose your privileges.” 
(Begin 5 sec. count) 
 
 

SUSPENSION OF 
PRIVILEGES 
WARNING 

SUSPENSION OF 
PRIVILEGES 

“You didn’t walk to (got off) 
the chair, so you will lose 
your privileges.” 
(Begin 5 sec. count) 
 
 
 

REMINDER 

“I would love for you to 
have your privileges 
back. Remember, all 
you need to do is finish 
your time out.” 

GENUINE PRAISE 

Obeys 

MAY RETURN TO TASK 

SECOND 
COMMAND 

No 

“You are sitting 
quietly on the chair. 
Are you ready to 
[original 
command]?” 

GENUINE PRAISE 

“Stay on the 
chair until I say 
you can get off.” 
(3 mins + 5 sec. 
silence) 

Obeys 

Example: 
“Way to go!” 


