
  

 

The image pictured 

is of a: 

1. Mayfly nymph 

2. Stonefly nymph 

3. Caddis nymph 

4. Damselfly nymph 

Answer at bottom of 

page 6 

 Calendar 

 August 8, GM Meeting, Oak 
Grove Park, 7:00pm 

 August 10, FlyDay Night Tying, 
House of Coffees, Lodi, 
5:00pm—8:00pm 

 August 12, Russo’s, Bethel Is-
land, 7:00am. Bill Beckett Fish-
miester 

 August 15, BOD Meeting, Oak 
Grove Park, 6:30pm 

 September 7, 8, 9 Heenan Lake 
Outing 

 September 12, GM Meeting, 
John R. Williams School 

 September 14, House of Cof-
fees, Open Tie Fly Tying 

 September 17-23 Bridgeport 
Outing 

 September 26, BOD Meeting, 
Oak Grove Park 

In this Issue 

Page 2—The August President’s meet-
ing 

Page 2—The Bethel Island Outing 

Page 3—The Heenan Lake Outing 

Page 4—Ron Forbes on Conservation 
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Fly Fishing! 
The monthly newsletter of the Delta Fly Fishers! 

I’m back… 

My summer tour took me over 3,700 
miles from California through Nevada, 
Idaho, Montana, Alberta, British Colum-
bia, Washington, Oregon and finally 
back to California, a total of 60 days on 
the road. While I had planned to fish a 
good portion of the way, it just didn’t 
work out. I did manage three days at 
Wild Horse Reservoir in Nevada at the 
start of the trip but nothing after. 

We had hoped that we would drive all 
the way to the Arctic Circle north of 
Fairbanks and be there in time for the 
summer solstice but it quickly became 
obvious that, at the speed we were 
traveling, 60 days would just not be 
enough time to make what would have 
been an 8,000 round trip.  

We spent the majority of our time in 
Alberta province, crossing into Canada 
at Sweetgrass, Montana and traveling 
to Calgary. Then a big circle to Banff, 
the Columbia Ice Fields, Jasper, Ed-
monton, Red Deer, Drumheller and 
back to Calgary for the Stampede be-
fore heading west to Vancouver.  

We spent a lot of time in the Canadian 
Rockies, and while they don’t have the 
height of their southern neighbors, they 
are spectacular, especially the Colum-
bia Ice Field Parkway between Banff 
and Jasper National Parks. If anyone is 
really interested, here is the link to an 
on line photo album,  

We had a great time, as to Alaska, 
hmmm, maybe some day, and maybe a 
more direct route. But Canada was fun 
and well worth the time. 

And about the coming fall… 

Spring is a great time of year and a 
respite from the long winter but if I were 
to pick my favorite time of the fishing 
calendar, it would be the fall. So many 
things are happening, In the delta, the 
largemouth are fattening up before the 
cold weather comes. While the bite is 
basically a early morning and evening 
affair, the fish are more than willing 
most days. At the same time, the strip-
ers are returning, filling the delta with 
juveniles first and the larger fish as the 
water cools.  
If you’re wired on trout, the fall is a fan-
tastic time, the smaller fish of spring 
have gained inches and girth gorging 
themselves throughout the summer. If 
you’re a stream angler, water levels are 
low enough to make wading easy, if 
you prefer lakes, the high alpine waters 
are extra fun in the mornings and eve-
nings.  

As the fall cools the water, the steel-
head start moving up the rivers, a prize 
for any serious fly fisher. Whether you 
want to fish the local Mokelumne and 
American Rivers, or want to head north 
to some of the more famous steelhead 
waters, the fish will be returning, follow-
ing the salmon runs. 

Of course, to take advantage of this 
time of year, one has to lift him or her-
self off the couch, string up the rod and 
get on the water. To make it easier, the 
club has some great fall outings to lure 
members, Bill Beckett will be leading 
some delta outings, I have two outings 
to Heenan Lake and Don Gillett will 
head up the annual Bridgeport trip.  

It’s magic time. 

 

The prez sez... 

Are you ready for a super fall? 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/dXpTv28RdKJbATA98


2 

 

DFF Officers 

President 
Jerry Neuburger                                  209-327-5993 

Vice President 
Amy Terra 

Secretary 
Karen Keagy 

Treasurer 
Jeanette Neuburger 

Directors 

Ron Forbes                                          209-368-5767 
Karen Keagy 

Larry Schmidt                                      209-482-8742 

Sam Thompson 
Gary Tecklenburg 

Thomas Mason 

Dena Mason 
Tim Costello 

Mike Nicholson 

Committees 

Beginner’s Fly Tying 
Tim Costello 

Bob McMillan Trout Bout (March) 
John and Karen Keagy 

Catfish Derby (June) 
Chair needed 

Conservation/Restore the Delta 

Ron Forbes                                          209-368-5767 

Education 
Dena Mason 

Fly Tying/Fishing Mentor Program 
Tim Costello 

Membership 

Dena Mason 

Monthly Raffles 
Jerry Neuburger 

Outings 

Bill Beckett 

Programs 
Al Smatsky                                          209-368-9261 

Bob Sousa                                            209-368-2683 

Property/Historian 
John Keagy                                     

Publicity 
Steve VonBerg                                    209-327-6161 

Rod Building 
Bob Fujimura                                      209-339-0683 

Trout Bout (November) 

Charlie Reames 

Webmaster  
Amy Terra 

 
Rx Fly Fishing! is the monthly publication of the 
Delta Fly Fishers, Inc. Delta Fly Fishers, Inc. is a 

public benefit 501c3 non-profit corporation regis-

tered with the California Secretary of State. 

Any correspondence regarding this publication 
should be directed to: 

The Delta Fly Fishers Inc. 
PO Box 77862 

Stockton, CA 95207-7862 

Want some tips on leaders, lines and knots, 

come to the August “President’s” meeting 

Today’s fly lines and leaders are 

pricy but  with just a little effort, 

you can save lots of money and 

have some versatile and cost effec-

tive ways to increase your ability 

to fish different types of water. 

The pres will demonstrate and 

show how to save some serious 

cash by building various sinking 

lines by starting with a worn float-

ing line and adding shooting heads 

and even cutting them in half to 

multiply the amount of useful line 

life. 

Another skill covered will be the 

building of a twisted leader. The 

prez learned the skill from charter 

member Leo Guterres and has 

found the leaders superior when 

used with a large fly such as a bass 

popper and a floating line. 

The last item to be demonstrated is 

an open loop knot for tying on 

streamer flies, allowing them to 

move more freely at the end of a 

leader. The prez learned the knot 

from Denny Rickards years ago 

and it has served him well with 

many big fish brought to net with-

out a leader break at the fly. 

Of course the meeting will have 

the usual announcements and other 

necessary club business as well as 

a small raffle. 

The meeting will be held on 

Wednesday, August 8th, at the Na-

ture Center, Oak Grove Park with 

a start time of 7:00pm. 

And if anyone is interested, he’ll 

talk about his summer odyssey 

through  the Alberta province in 

Canada and return trip down the 

west coast. 

Come join the club for a fun day on 

the  Delta, Sunday, August 12th 

Join Bill Beckett to explore an-

other watercraft-friendly Delta 

fishing location. This time, it is 

Frank's Tract and a great loca-

tion for baby striped bass and 

bigger largemouth bass.  

Meet at the launch ramp at 

Russo’s, Marina, Bethel Island 

at 7:00am or, if you really 

want to target largemouth 

topwater, be on the water at 

day break. Much of the water 

fished, Piper Slough, is iso-

lated from the main tract by a 

sea wall but openings are 

close by to some prime water 

just outside for additional op-

portunities. Seven or eigh 

weight rods are recom-

mended with floating lines 

and bass poppers for topwa-

ter, and quick sinking lines 

with #2 to 1/0 chartreuse/

white Clousers for those look-

ing for some early fall stripers. 

Lunch after at the Porthole 

Restaurant nearby. Open to 

all DFF members  

mailto:gneuburg@gmail.com
mailto:dfffishtales@gmail.com
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Want to catch some really large Lahontan cutthroat trout in a 

more conventional setting (and closer) than Pyramid Lake? 

Then come to the Heenan Lake Outing, September 7, 8, 9.  

Yes, Pyramid Lahontan Cutthroat rout get huge, with fish ap-

proaching 25 pounds possible. Well, Heenan Lake, near Mark-

leeville doesn’t have fish that big but a 28 inch fish is not un-

heard of and fish of 24 inches are not unusual. 

Heenan Lake is operated by the California Department of Fish 

and Game as a brood stock lake for this ancient species of trout 

and is off limits most of the year. However, during the months 

of September and October, DFW opens the lake on Fridays, Sat-

urdays and Sundays for catch and release fishing.  

The 230 acre lake is on Highway 89, 130 miles from Stockton, 

on the west side of Monitor Pass. Although a few anglers fish 

the lake from the shore, (if you’re ambitious you can walk 

around the entire lake) most fish it from float tubes, pontoon 

boats, prams or kayaks. A rough 60 yard dirt road goes down to 

the lake from the parking lot, allowing the launching heavier 

pontoon boats, prams and kayaks. Only human and electric mo-

tor powered craft are allowed on the lake. 

The lake is located at close to 7,200 feet and can be a problem, 

especially afternoon winds. However, most days you can fish the 

lake from when the gates open, a half hour before sunrise, until 

the gates close, a half hour after sunset. 

Fishing tactics include streamers and fishing chironomids and 

other small nymphs under an indicator using a five weight rod 

and floating, intermediate and #2 sinking lines. Since the lake is 

only 21 feet deep at its deepest part, almost all areas in the lake 

hold fish. While the lake fishes well all day, early mornings , as 

soon as the gates open, are prime with fish rings covering the 

lake. 

The hot fly of the day can vary but anglers should be able to get 

into fish using #10-12 prinz nymphs, olive, light olive, cinna-

mon, brown, and black woolly buggers and leaches for stream-

ers. Best flies for under an indicator are #12-16 PTs, AP 

nymphs, copper johns, and chironomids, especially red and 

wine. Using a hand twist strip with the nymphs can also be ef-

fective when fished on a slow sinking line or a floating line with 

a long flouro leader. 

Jerry Neuburger will be fishmiester for the outing and will be 

camping at the Centerville Flats Campground, a free dry USFS 

campground with a single set of vault toilets located on Hwy 4, 

about 4 miles south of its intersection with Hwy. 89. If you want 

more refined facilities, the Carson River RV Resort is close by 

and you can make reservations. Unfortunately, another  Forest 

Service campground, the Markleeville Campground, closes on 

September 7th. Other campgrounds are located north of Mark-

leeville or south on Hwy. 4. 

If enough people decide to attend, we can arrange for a Saturday 

night pot luck. Again, this is dry camping. No water is available 

at the campsite and there is no camp host. Other fishing opportu-

nities are available close by, the West and East Carson Rivers. 

This campground is closed 

 Click here for a link to 

their website 

Click here for a link 
to the USFS website 

Click here for a link to the 
DFW Heenan Lake website 
and a link to a PDF article 
on the area. 

 

Steve Schalla’s “Fly 
Fishing the Sierras” 
Heenan Lake page 

Interactive map, use 

the links to find out 

more information on 

this unique fishery  

https://carsonriverrvresort.checkfront.site/
https://carsonriverrvresort.checkfront.site/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/htnf/recreation/recarea/?recid=65914&actid=29
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/htnf/recreation/recarea/?recid=65914&actid=29
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Lands/Places-to-Visit/Heenan-Lake-WA
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Lands/Places-to-Visit/Heenan-Lake-WA
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Lands/Places-to-Visit/Heenan-Lake-WA
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Lands/Places-to-Visit/Heenan-Lake-WA
http://stevenojai.tripod.com/heenan.htm
http://stevenojai.tripod.com/heenan.htm
http://stevenojai.tripod.com/heenan.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=flDIap90PPY
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Fly fisherman are born honest, but they 

get over it. 

                                                  ... Ed Zern 

Last month the Delta Fly Fishers and 57 

other groups adamantly opposed to Gov. 

Brown's proposed tunnel project sent a 

letter to the State Water Quality Control 

Board (SWB). The purpose of the letter is 

to urge the SWB to adopt higher water 

quality standards for the inflow from the 

San Joaquin River into the Delta. The 

request also proposes that the SWB up-

date Phase 1 of their proposals, and make 

the water quality standards much stronger 

in Phase 2. The letter requested: 

1. Lower outflows from the Delta,  

2. An increase to inflows from the Sac-

ramento basin and flows through the 

Delta channels. 

In previous conservation newsletters, it 

was noted that the best science available 

(from the SWB board itself, both state 

and federal fish and wildlife agen-

cies, independent scientific organizations, 

and all of the Delta groups) is in agree-

ment that 50-60% of the spring-

winter runoff must flow through the Delta 

if we are to save our salmon and deci-

mated fisheries. However, on July 6th of 

this year, the SWB only proposed a 30%-

50% flow increase from the three tributar-

ies of the San Joaquin River. De-

spite scientific evidence to the contrary, 

the SWB suggests only increasing the 

flows 40%. Given the fact that the SWB 

itself, and reputable scientific groups, 

acknowledge that at present the Delta 

must have 66% to 75% from the spring-

winter runoff to prevent the down-

ward spiral of our salmon. Due to the 

dire straits of our salmon and other fisher-

ies, the Delta fish are facing extinction. 

Why is the SWB advocating a policy 

that guarantees the inevitable loss of the 

Delta's fisheries and its'  $1.4 billion fish-

ing industry? Extinction is irreversible!  

The overwhelming scientific evidence of 

the SWB's actions concerning the Delta's 

water flow's is scientifically, economi-

cally, and morally wrong. It is time for 

the SWB to increase the Delta's flows. If 

they do not, the Delta will continue on its 

downward path to ruin. The SWB will 

make their decision during the third week 

in August. 

THE LARGEST DAM RE-

MOVAL PROJECT IN AMER-

ICA  MAY  

FINALLY HAPPEN 

When you become involved in 

fish and water conservation is-

sues, you realize that nothing 

happens quickly. Dan 

McDaniels  involved me as a 

director with the former North-

ern California Council of the 

Federation of Fly Fishers 

(NCCFFF) on their conservation 

and steelhead committees. When Dan was 

president of NCCFFF, he appointed Dr. 

Mark Rockwell as the conservation chair. 

Rockwell was an outstanding conserva-

tion chair and was successfully involved 

in a wide variety of topics. He was on a 

committee that was proposing the re-

moval the four lower dams on the 

Klamath River.  

At each conservation report meeting, 

Mark would tell us of issue after issue 

that continued to  delay any positive ac-

tions on the Klamath's dam removals. 

Problems involving the ranchers, farmers, 

state and federal agencies, recreational 

interests, fishing interests, environmental 

interests, and tribal concerns constantly 

delayed the project. I was with NCCFFF 

for just over 12 years when Rockwell, 

McDaniels and I left the organization. 

Still very little progress on the Klamath 

project had been achieved. Now,  after 

two decades, the lower four Klamath 

dams may finally the removed and the 

steelhead and salmon runs may be re-

stored. 

The Klamath River begins in the high 

desert of Oregon and travels 257 miles to 

the Pacific ocean in California. It is the 

second largest river in California and has 

three major tributaries including the Trin-

ity River. The four dams scheduled for 

removal are: Iron Gate, Copco1, Copco2, 

and the J.C. Boyle. Malfeasance in man-

aging the four dams' water by the Bureau 

of Reclamation (BR) has caused several 

major fish kills and major toxic blue-

green algae health issues on the Klamath. 

The Klamath has indigenous pathogens 

that will kill the fish. Two parasites that 

are major problems are a protozoan 

(Ichthyophthirius multifiis) and a bacteria 

that causes gill rot (columnar). Also blue-

green algae and its toxins are harmful to 

both humans and animals. These toxins 

are absorbed through the skin. When the 

blue-green algae is present, people are 

warned to avoid all swimming and boat-

ing actives and to avoid eating fish from 

the river. Even though the pathogens and 

algae are indigenous to the Klamath, they 

can easily be avoided. If the river's water 

is kept moving and is maintained at its 

usual low temperature, the pathogens and 

toxins are not an issue. However, the BR 

has held water flows back for corporate 

agricultural interests despite the devasta-

tion it has caused on the Klamath's 

salmon population. In 2002 the BR was 

responsible for the largest salmon die-off 

on the West Coast's history with the loss 

of well-over 63,000 salmon.  

Finally, the removal project has taken a 

major step forward. During the last week 

of June, the Klamath River Re-

newal Corporation (KRNC) released a 

2,300 page document on the required four 

major steps to complete the project. The 

steps include how the reservoirs are to be 

lowered, how the dams will be removed, 

how the removed materials will be dis-

posed, and how the formerly inundated 

land will be restored. Next, the Federal 

Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 

and independent consultants will make 

what they consider necessary revisions. If 

no major problems arise, the removal of 

the dams will start in 2021. The first dam 

built on the Klamath was the Copco 1 in 

1918. The construction of Copco 1 ended 

the third biggest run of salmon on the 

West Coast. The removal of these four 

dams will reestablish 400 miles of the 

(Continued on page 5) 

Conservation by Ron Forbes 

WILL THE STATE WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD FINALLY MAKE THE RIGHT CHOICE?   
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The Headwaters Kayak Shop 
For ALL of Central California’s Kayak needs 

847 N Cluff Ave #2, Lodi, CA 95240 

 

On the Riffle Guide 

Service 
I am dedicated to giving you the 
most memorable day of fishing on 
the Sacramento River.  My passion 
for fly fishing and the years 
of meticulously studying the river 

have 
helped 
me to put my clients in the best situation to catch 
fish.  Whether a beginner or experienced fly fisher, man 
or woman, you will have an incredible time. 

 “Make your reservations now. 

Scott Sugimoto  
(530) 276-1612 
scott@ontheriffle.com 

Follow me on Insta-

gram:  @ontheriffle  

Mettler  
Family Vineyards 

Tasting Room: 7889 East Harney Lane 

Lodi, CA 95240 

Thurs to Mon 11am-5pm(209) 369-3045  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Custom Built, Name Brand 

Fishing Rods, Rod Kits, Blanks, 

Components, & Training 

For prices, availability, and information, 

you can write us or call 916-962-0616 or 

916-601-7853 cell/text.  

Larry L. Lee=L3 

Klamath and its tributaries to prime 

spawning habitat for salmon and steel-

head. It is the largest dam removal project 

ever attempted in America. 

This project has taken a very long time. 

The first meeting of the stakeholders, of 

the most recent attempt for removal, took 

place in the early 2000's when Pacifi-

Corp, the dam owners, were engaged in 

an attempt to relicense the four dams. The 

FERC was beginning it's 50 year relicens-

ing process when Klamath River's Native 

American tribes went to Scotland for 

meetings with Scottish Power who owns 

PacifiCorp. Several years passed and 

Scottish Power sold PacifiCorp to Warren 

Buffett's Berkshire Hathaway Energy 

(BHE). The process then moved back to 

the U.S. and the discussions be-

came  confrontational. A decade passed 

and new requirements, including addi-

tions of removal of toxic algae blooms, 

fish passage, and increasing water quality 

put the cost of getting a new license well 

over $400 million. The dams had only 

been used to generate hydropower and 

not for water supply or flood control. 

With the new FERC requirements the 

generation of hydropower from the dams 

was no longer profitable. 

The BHE entered into an agreement with 

the stakeholders known as the Klamath 

Hydroelectric Settlement Agreement 

(KHSA). Next, the removal project was 

added to a larger plan known as the 

Klamath Basin Restoration Act (KBRA). 

The KBRA included other issues such as 

the water management in the upper 

Klamath basin. In 2015, the plan failed 

when Congress would not authorize the 

project. In 2016, project cost issues again 

resurfaced. It was finally agreed Pacifi-

Corp ratepayers will pay $200 million 

and $250 million will come from Califor-

nia's Proposition 1.  

Hopefully, the dam removals and reestab-

lishment of 400 miles of prime spawning 

habitat will move forward in 2021 as 

promised. The largest dam removal pro-

ject ever attempted in America is bound 

to present problems never previously en-

countered. Some of the unknowns will be 

the nature of the soil under the old im-

poundments and how is that soil going to 

move downstream? What is going to hap-

pen to the current salmon, steelhead and 

trout populations? How do we minimize 

their mortality? There are concerns about 

a possible flood risk 18 miles below Iron 

Gate Dam. This year will mark exactly 

one century since Klamath River salmon, 

steelhead, and trout lost their historic 

spawning grounds. Of course there will 

be problems. But the removal of the 

Klamath River's lower four Dams is the 

right thing to do. 

(Continued from page 4) 

http://www.l3rods.com/
http://www.headwaterskayak.com/
http://www.ontheriffle.com/
http://www.ontheriffle.com/
mailto:scott@ontheriffle.com
https://www.mettlerwine.com/
mailto:l3rods@gmail.com
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Flyfishing! 

Delta Fly Fishers, Inc. 

P. O. Box 77862 

Stockton, CA  95207-7862 

www.deltaflyfishers.com 

The Heart of the High Sierra 

Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest 

Fishing, Hiking, Camping, Cabins, Restaurant, Lodge 

 
http://www.virginialakesresort.com 

HC 62 BOX 1065,  
BRIDGEPORT CA 93517-9602 

760-647-6484 Tel/Fax 1/14 

 

Higher produce standards  

than the USDA. 
Fresh comes first 

The Delta Fly Fishers are proud to partici-
pate in the Save Mart Shares program. Each 
purchase, once signed up, nets the club 3% 
of your purchase. To sign up, go to the 
SaveMart website and fill in the appropriate 

boxes. 

Help put on some great programs for our 

members and work for better fisheries.. 

Ask John Keagy about the program today. 

Save Mart Store Locator 

 

"Our mission is to provide you with a total  

experience, not just a fishing trip." 

Kelsey Bass Ranch, Mulege Baja, Isla Blanca, 

Pesca Maya, Xcalak, Picacho Lodge, Chile, 

Trinity & Klamath River Steelhead, Yuba, 

Feather & American  River Shad, Club Pres-

www.excellentadventures.org 

Al Smatsky, Proprietor 

619 W. Pine Street, Lodi, CA 95240 

(209) 368-9261, (209) 601-0819 cell 1/14 

Rx Fly Fishing! Advertising Rates 

2 column inches each newsletter issue for 
the year for $400, six months $200, quarter 
$100, one month $40. The ad may include 
artwork and will link to the advertiser's web-
site.  

Additional column inches of ad space may 
be purchased at $200 for the year, $100 for 
six months, $50 for a quarter year, $20 per 
month. 

Included: 

A digital subscription to the club's monthly 
newsletter. 

Permission to post specials and other ad-
vertising on the club's Face book page, 2 
per month. 

For additional information please  phone or 
e-mail Jerry Neuburger, Editor 209-369-
5752 

Stockton Store Hours 
Monday - Saturday 
10:00AM - 8:00PM  
Sundays 

10:00AM - 6:00PM  

10536 Trinity Parkway 
Stockton, CA 
Tel. (209)851-7400  

Store Manager: Aric Emery 

House of Coffees 
239 N. Ham Lane 
Lodi, CA 95240 
209-368-2611 

 

Home of Delta Fly Fishers Flyday Night 
Fly Tying. First Friday of every month. 

Open 5:30AM week days, 6AM 
on Saturday, 7AM on Sunday, 
until 8PM every night. 

Answer to photo quiz: Common Stonefly (family: Perlidae) 

http://www.deltaflyfishers.com
http://www.virginialakesresort.com
http://www.escrip.com/merchants/identity/savemart/index.jsp
https://www.savemart.com/rewards/store-locator#OurLocations
http://www.excellentadventures.org/excellent%20adventures/index3.htm
mailto:algofish@softcom.net?subject=Excellent%20Adventures
https://www.facebook.com/Delta-Fly-Fishers-Inc-265097290192284/
mailto:gneuburger@yahoo.com?subject=Rx%20Fly%20Fishing!%20Advertising
https://storelocator.sportsmanswarehouse.com/?siteZipCode=95240&siteStateProv=&pageNo=1&taskID=list&taskQuery=Search
tel:209-851-7400
mailto:https://storelocator.sportsmanswarehouse.com/email_form/?toEmail=aemery@sportsmanswarehouse.com&subject=Site%20Inquiry

