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September 7, 8, 9 Heenan Lake
Outing



September 12, GM Meeting,
John R. Williams School



September 14, House of Coffees, Open Tie Fly Tying



September 16, Minor Slough
Outing



September 17-23 Bridgeport
Outing



September 26, BOD Meeting,
Oak Grove Park




Stockton, California

The fall outings are super!
Fall in the Sierras can be a magical
experience, the weather is mild and
with warm days, brisk nights, low
winds and it’s usually warm enough to
fish in your shirt sleeves all day long.
The rivers and streams, once tumults
of water in the spring, have settled
down to crystal clear riffles and pockets with high visibility allowing for sight
fishing to that occasional big rainbow
or brown that can be seen holding station behind a large granite midstream
boulder.
The lakes, just starting to cool from
their summer highs are covered wtth
rise rings in the early mornings and
late evenings and sometimes break
out in PMD or calibeatis hatches and a
few have those spectacular motorboat
caddis hatches in the evenings.

While the bugs of the fall are smaller
than their spring cousins, they are just
October 7, Paradise Point Outing
as active and the fish appreciative,
October 10, October Pot Luck
taking them eagerly in order to put
some weight on before the onset of
October 12, FlyDay Night Fly
the coming winter.
Tying
October 12-14, Lower Sac Outing
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The club has a number of fall outings
to the Sierras this year and I plan on

attending as many as I can and may
find a few days to fish on my own as
well.
The first opportunity is later this week,
Friday, Saturday and Sunday at
Heenan Lake. I’m the fishmiester for
that outing and there is an article in
this newsletter with full details
The following week is the Bridgeport
outing, the big one! Many members,
old and new, use this opportunity to
take a week off from work and visit the
eastern Sierras, Some members make
it a ten day thing, arriving the Friday
before while others arrive at different
times during the week. The event is
celebrated with a big Saturday night
barbecue and potluck. Full details are
inside this newsletter.
Yet another opportunity for those not
heading to the Eastern Sierras is Bill
Beckett’s Minor Slough outing for
Small mouth. These little critters, while
generally smaller than their largemouth brethren, pull harder and are
active on top for a longer period in the
morning. The outing is scheduled for
Sunday, September 16th. More details
will be available at the September
meeting.

Cut out
and bring
to store

As for other club activities, don’t
forget the General Membership
meeting, 7pm, September 12 at
the John R. Williams School,
noted outdoor writer Ken Hanley
speaking and another great raffle with a complete 5 weight the
big prize. Add the open FlyDay
Night Tying 5-8 at the House of
Coffee, Friday, the 14th and it
makes for a full activity month.

Noted outdoor writer, Ken Hanley will
speak on fly fishing California by the
month at the club’s September GM meeting
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According to our speaker,
Ken Hanley, there’s really
no reason to hang up your
tackle. California has a
“peak experience” every
month of the year! The
Great Golden State is “all
access” when it comes to
flyrodding from freshwater
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Ken’s been a fly fishing ambassador since the early 70’s.
As a guide and instructor, he’s
worked with thousands of students in the field. He was inducted into the FFF Hall of
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nia.
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the John R. Williams School,
cations in the outdoor indus2450 Meadow Ave. Stockton
try. In addition, his outreach
on September 12. Doors open
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at 6:30, meeting starts at 7.
celebrating both saltwater &
Great raffle planned. Meeting
freshwater adventures.
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Ken’s extensive field experience spans the globe; from
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Want to catch some really large Lahontan cutthroat trout in a
more conventional setting (and closer) than Pyramid Lake?
Then come to the Heenan Lake Outing, September 7, 8, 9.
The hot fly of the day can vary but anglers should be able to get into
fish using #10-12 prinz nymphs, olive, light olive, cinnamon, brown,
and black woolly buggers and leaches for streamers. Best flies for under
an indicator are #12-16 PTs, AP nymphs, copper johns, and chironomids, especially red and wine. Using a hand twist strip with the
nymphs can also be effective when fished on a slow sinking line or a
floating line with a long flouro leader.

Yes, Pyramid Lahontan Cutthroat rout get huge, with fish approaching
25 pounds possible. Well, Heenan Lake, near Markleeville doesn’t have
fish that big but a 28 inch fish is not unheard of and fish of 24 inches
are not unusual.
Heenan Lake is operated by the California Department of Fish and
Game as a brood stock lake for this ancient species of trout and is off
limits most of the year. However, during the months of September and
October, DFW opens the lake on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays for
catch and release fishing.

Jerry Neuburger will be fishmiester for the outing and will be camping
at the Centerville Flats Campground, a free dry USFS campground with
a single set of vault toilets located on Hwy 4, about 4 miles south of its
intersection with Hwy. 89. If you want more refined facilities, the Carson River RV Resort is close by and you can make reservations. Unfortunately, another Forest Service campground, the Markleeville Campground, closes on September 7th. Other campgrounds are located north
of Markleeville or south on Hwy. 4.

The 230 acre lake is on Highway 89, 130 miles from Stockton, on the
west side of Monitor Pass. Although a few anglers fish the lake from
the shore, (if you’re ambitious you can walk around the entire lake)
most fish it from float tubes, pontoon boats, prams or kayaks. A rough
60 yard dirt road goes down to the lake from the parking lot, allowing
the launching heavier pontoon boats, prams and kayaks. Only human
and electric motor powered craft are allowed on the lake.

If enough people decide to attend, we can arrange for a Saturday night
pot luck. Again, this is dry camping. No water is available at the campsite and there is no camp host. Other fishing opportunities are available
close by, the West and East Carson Rivers. and Indian Valley Reservoir
are all within 15 miles of the lake.

The lake is located at close to 7,200 feet and can be a problem, especially afternoon winds. However, most days you can fish the lake from
when the gates open, a half hour before sunrise, until the gates close, a
half hour after sunset.

If you’re planning to go on the outing, please contact the fishmiester,
Jerry Neuburger, and let him know you’re coming. He can be reached
by phone 209-369-5752 or e-mail, gneuburg@gmail.com

Fishing tactics include streamers and fishing chironomids and other
small nymphs under an indicator using a five weight rod and floating,
intermediate and #2 sinking lines. Since the lake is only 21 feet deep at
its deepest part, almost all areas in the lake hold fish. While the lake
fishes well all day, early mornings , as soon as the gates open, are prime
with fish rings covering the lake.

This campground is closed

Interactive map, use
the links to find out
more information on
this unique fishery

Click here for a link to
their website

Steve Schalla’s “Fly
Fishing the Sierras”
Heenan Lake page

Click here for a link to the
DFW Heenan Lake website
and a link to a PDF article
on the area.

Click here for a link
to the USFS website
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Bridgeport, the big one, is the featured September outing, September 17-23
For at least two dozen years, the Bridgeport outing has been the club’s ‘main
event’. The area for what can be a week
long event for some members offers a
variety of waters to fish, from stream
fishing to lake fishing, some stocked, and
some wild.
Don Gillett is fishmiester for the event
and sets up at the North Robinson Creek
Campground, just a few miles north of
Lower Twin Lake. Most members bring
their float tubes or pontoon boats along
and fish either the close by Upper or
Lower Twin Lakes or drive south to Virginia and Little Virginia Lakes.
A breakfast at Virginia Lake Resort
where C.J. Webb takes care of the crew is
part of the experience as well as the Saturday night barbecue and potluck.
More information and a sign up sheet will
be available at the club’s general membership meeting, Wednesday, September
12th at the John R. Williams School.

C.J. Webb and club members at the Virginia Lakes Resort breakfast. Photo by R. Fujimura

Want to attend a close outing, how about Minor Slough on September 16th
Bill Beckett will lead another Delta outing, this time at Minor Slough for smallmouth bass, on Sunday, September 16th.
These little red eyed devils are strong

pullers and respond well to top water flies
well into the late morning. A five through
seven weight rod, and some type of floating craft, a pontoon boat, kayak, canoe or

pram will work.
Bill will give out the details at the club’s
regular meeting on September 12. A sign
up sheet will be available.

Ron Forbes on Conservation

Giant rats invade the Delta and we’re not joking!
The great charm of fly fishing is that
we are always learning.
Theodore Gordon
Over 185 non-native plants
and animals now make their home in
the Delta. Ninety percent of the
Delta's present biomass is now composed of non-native plants and animals. Today the Delta bears no resemblance to the Delta of the 1840's.
The newest invader has the potential
of wreaking havoc to our farms and
entire water system. In April, this major threat was found just west of
Stockton when two nutria (Myocastor
coypus) were killed.

I had no idea
that a nutria
even existed
much less its'
catastrophic potential.
In researching
the California
Dept. of Fish
and Wildlife
(CDFW) website, I was stunned by the information.
The nutria is a giant water
rat originally from South America.
They were introduced into the United
States in the 1890's for their fur. Nutria were brought to California's Central Valley and the South Coast in the
4

1940s and 50's to establish "fur
farms". They were introduced into
several states as "nutria ranches". In
the 1940's the fur trade collapsed and
many nutria were released. Some
agencies promoted the nutria as an
(Continued on page 5)

(Continued from page 4)

effective means to control aquatic
vegetation. It was soon realized that
the nutria had serious negative impacts on the ecological environment and eradication of
the species was started. They were
found in 30 states but but
with eradication are now found in 18.
California eradicated the nutria in the
1970s. However, in 2018 a population
of nutria was found in the San Joaquin Valley. Currently they they are
also found in Fresno, Stanislaus, Tuolumne and Merced counties. Their
habitat is either fresh or brackish water in lakes, wetlands, ponds, rivers,
or streams.
State and federal wildlife officials
along with Delta farmers and water
interests have good reason to fear the
nutria. These nocturnal invasive
swamp rats will wreak havoc to the
Delta. They are very voracious herbivores and destructive burrowing rodents. They can eat up to
25% of their body weight per day.
Their potential to destroy the Delta's
water infrastructure is a
real probability with
their aggressive burrowing. Their excessive burring can destroy roads,
levee's, and irrigation canals, causing flooding, the loss of homes, and
the loss of farm lands. In Louisiana
and Maryland's Chesapeake Bay, they

have turned wetlands into mudflats
with the loss of protection for fish and
other wildlife.
The causal observer
can easily mistake this water rat for
other species such as large
muskrats or small beavers.
The are aquatic rats with a
light to dark brown fur and
white whiskers. Nutria
weigh 15 to 20 pounds and
can reach over 2 feet in
length. Some have been
found up to 2.5 to 3 feet in
length. Their tails are from
1 to 1.5 feet in length.
The hind feet are webbed.
Foot prints have been
found that are 6 inches
in length. They can
be distinguished from beaver and muskrat in that the
beaver/muskrat whiskers
are black and their tails are
broad and flat. A nutria
tail is rounded (like other
rats) and its' whiskers are
white. The nutria is also 5
times larger than
the muskrat and two-thirds
the size of a beaver. One of the major
problems with the nutria is its ability
to reproduce rapidly. They breed all
year long and have their first offspring within 8 months of their birth.
They can have three litters a year with
litters of over a dozen offspring. They

can also become pregnant within 48
hours after giving birth.
The possibility of the water rats exponential growth in the Delta is a very
real and dangerous possibility.

Now the rodents have been found
west of Stockton, farther north than
ever observed before. They appear to
be more established than previously believed. Nutria have been
found on Roberts Island to the
west, upstream as far as Don
Pedro Reservoir to the east, and as far
south as Tulare County. Since their
discovery late March, only 200 nutria
have been exterminated. Officials
realize that they have no accurate idea
of the actual numbers of nutria in the
Delta. The CDFW was not expected
to get people on the ground to study
the extent of the problem until late
August. Despite the possibility of a
catastrophic problem, California currently has only 6 people on the
ground, trying to kill the water rat that
may exist, in an area of 2 million acres.
Peter Tira, a spokesperson for CDWF,
said, "We can only guess, we have no
(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

idea what we are going to find out
there. We need a survey to see to
what extent they are present and
to determine a complete range of nutria in the region. Our goal is to keep
the nutria out of the Delta as much as
possible. That's the epicenter of our
water control and flood control in
California." Tira also commented
that, " When there is a wildfire, the
danger is real and we send thousands
of people into the situation to remedy
it quickly. But here, with nutria, we
have half dozen people, but it's still a
crisis nonetheless less."
Nutria are also a health risk to humans. They can be a host for tuberculosis and septicemia. They also host
tapeworms, blood and liver flukes.
Nutria are also a health risk to both
cattle and pets. The rodent poses a
real threat to contaminate the Delta's
drinking water supplies and swimming areas. Unfortunately, current state law prohibits the hunting or

killing of the water rat unless you are
the owner the property where the nutria is found or work for that property
owner.
Once again, California faces more
ongoing bureaucratic stupidity when
dealing with a crisis. The CDFW can't
do the job unassisted. It has neither
the funding nor manpower needed for
the task at hand. At this time, only
$1.13 million of Prop. 1 money has
been allocated to eradicate the nutria.
Historically the nutria problem has
the potential to continue for many
years. Louisiana has spent million of
dollars of bounty money trying to rid
the state of the rodent with little success.To date, the CDFW has
only received 3 grants of Prop 1
money to field 6 people to work on a
massive, possibly catastrophic problem. Funding needs to be
made available immediately But once
again California is taking the "penny
wise, pound foolish" approach to a
major crisis. The longer we delay the

more catastrophic and more expensive the issues will be.
Again, it's important to understand
that female nutria can have 3 litters of
a dozen or more offspring per litter
per year. All female nutria captured
and killed have been pregnant! Given
the location where the nutria have
been found, it would appear the rodent may now be established. The
nutria's population growth will
be exponential if they are not eradicated immediately. We spend millions of dollars on weather and
fire disasters with little thought
about the costs. The Delta is the center of California's food production
and water conveyance system. Yet the
state does not act responsibly and face
the problem. If we don't act quickly
the Delta will be lost. Time is of
the essence!
Ron Forbes

Eastern Sierra Focus
By CJ Webb
STAY ALERT DEER MIGRATION – Deer
crossing the roads are still seeing lots of deer
traffic, please be vigilant and watch out for
deer browsing on shrubs near or along the
roadside. Archery season started August 4th,
be aware if you are fishing brushy streams and
wear something bright to alert hunters but
don’t scare the fish.
Weather Conditions – Summer fire season
has brought haze from fires to our elevation,
some sprinkles on the 10th and cleared around
the 15th for about 6 days then light haze again
around the 23rd and clear once again. The
Mammoth Fire kicked up again and will
probably burn the remainder of the summer.
All 3 passes are open. Wind arrived on the
26th and sucked some of the haze into our
canyon but cleared on the 27th.
Fishing Tip:
Improving a skill-set over a few weeks or less
can make for a more successful outing. Pick
one particular thing that you would like to
improve on; your cast, your drift, mending,
control of your line, hook-set, or high sticking.

Pick just one and work on it for the entire day.
The saying is “you only need one cast to catch
a fish”. Then move on to the next but always
incorporate the previous day’s workout. Whatever you’ve been doing that does not provide
consistent success, change it up and try something new and get out of your comfort zone.
You don’t need to waste time with bad casting, it doesn’t catch fish.
The other benefit of improving your technique is that you get a better appreciation and
enjoyment from fishing and hardly ever get
bored. Yes, there are good days and exceptional days where you do actually become
bored as the challenge has been removed from
the equation. So pick another technique and
improve it. There will always be a challenge
as long as you are willing to get into the strike
zone.
NEWS:
The House Committee on Natural Resources announced they are interested in
working together to fix our national parks.
Years of increasing visitation and flat funding
have left many of our national parks full of
potholes, crumbling bridges, leaky water pipes
and faltering power grids. Our parks have
been “loved to death,” as Secretary of he Interior quipped a few months ago. If we want
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millions of people to continue visiting and
enjoying the national parks and making return
trips showing their love of the natural world,
we feel they have to put their money where
their mouth is and work together and move
forward to reduce the maintenance backlog of
nearly 12 billion dollars. The blame can be
attributed to several presidential administrations that have allowed lands designated by
Congress as icons of ecological or historical
importance to languish. The bill dedicates
revenue from mineral extraction on federal
lands and in federal waters to address the
maintenance backlogs of the NPS, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, BLM and Bureau of
Indian Education schools. A $12 billion backlog won’t be overcome overnight, especially if
funding is held hostage by Washington politics. Our national parks are the crown jewels
of our public lands, and the Public Lands Legacy Restoration Fund will help ensure they
remain this way for decades to come.
The Politics of Fishing:
Hundreds of Millions in Bond Funds for Fish
and Wildlife – Proposition 68, which statewide voters approved on the June 5, 2018
ballot specifically gave the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) $50 mil(Continued on page 7)

(Continued from page 6)

lion to pay for the backlog of deferred maintenance on its lands and property and $30 million to improve habitat in rivers and streams,
wildlife refuges, wetlands, and estuaries. The
bond did not specify that other monies from it
would go to the CDFW, but the department
will likely get a share. There is $200 million
to implement the SF Bay-San Joaquin Delta
Water Quality Control Plan, including installing and improving fish screens, providing fish
passage, restoring and enhancing river channels, and improving stream crossings, culverts, and bridges to benefit salmon and steelhead. It also funds purchasing land and conservation easements from willing sellers for
riparian buffer strips and for local watershed
protection, hatchery management, and to remove sediment and trash. See the complete
list at http://voterguide.sos.ca.gov/pdf/textproposed-laws.pdf
$16.7 Billion California Delta Project –
Governor’s “Water Fix Plan” twin tunnels to
route water around the Sacramento—San Joaquin Delta to massive pumps so it can be
transported to Southern California. That proposal is being opposed by environmental,
agricultural, and some fishing groups because
of its lack of protection for the Delta’s threatened and endangered fish. The general public
hasn’t weighed in due to lack of knowing its
exact location.
$16.25 Million for Klamath Salmon Sanctuary
$2.5 Million to Police Pot Grows
$22,900 in CFFU Scholarship for Student
Field Work
$11,250 more for CFFU Projects
$20,000 Grant for Kids Fishing in the LA
River
OTHER CONSERVATION NEWS: West
Carson Channel Restored – American Rivers,
a Portland-based national land conservation
organization, has restored one mile of stream
channel in the West Carson River in Hope
Valley, which is located in Alpine County,
south of Lake Tahoe. “The major and longanticipated effort to restore iconic Hope Valley has been completed,” said the group in a
notice on its website. “The project will reduce
erosion, improve floodplain connectivity, and
enhance aquatic and west meadow habitat for
birds, fish, and other wildlife.” The valley and
its meandering river have been popular with
fly fishers, partially because of its easy access
and lack of fly-eating trees and brush. For
more information go to http://
friendsofhopevalley.org and http://
www.alpinewatershedgroup.org
Cannabis Impacts on Fish –Legalized Marijuana Could harm Rivers and Fish – According to a recent article by Tom Martens of
California Fly Fisher, a growing number of
local and state agencies, including the CA
DFW, are trying to figure if the expanding
number of outdoor pot farms has a big effect
on rivers, and how to minimize any impact.
The Nature Conservancy reports “Experts

estimate that there are currently 50,000 grow
sites in California and an additional 5,000
abandoned growth sites on public lands that
are in need of restoration. “California produces a staggering 60-70 percent of all marijuana cultivated in the U.S.,” with an annual
“cash value . . . estimated to be $16 billion,
more than the top two agricultural crops combined, yet the industry remains largely unregulated.” “Sites pop up frequently in hard-toaccess, remote locations,” the reports notes,
adding that “the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife has only enough resources currently to inspect less than one percent of those
sites.” When Prop 64 passed in 2016, legalizing recreational use of marijuana in CA, it
devoted 20% “of the estimated $1 billion in
tax revenue . . . to clean, restore, and remediate environmental damage caused by cultivation of cannabis. Funds would also be used to
discourage the illegal cultivation of cannabis
which could harm the environment,” the report recalls. The Humboldt Growers Association estimates that a typical marijuana plant
requires six gallons of water a day from June
through October, said Dr. Mourad Gabriel,
Humboldt County environmental scientist.
Three years ago, the CA State Senate Joint
Committee on Fisheries and Aquaculture devoted an extensive public hearing to the topic
of the effects of marijuana farming, and its
chair, Senator Mike McGuire, D-Healdsburg,
concluded that pot farmers in the state have
disregarded environmental laws in favor of
profit. “Marijuana is literally sucking rivers
dry,” McGuire said at the time. DeWayne
Little, a warden with the CDFW’s Watershed
Enforcement Team, told the hearing, “We
have grows that are larger than ever. Streams
are being diverted at an alarming rate.” As
reported in a Scientific American article,
“Little cited a recent example of portions of a
stream his team encountered near Fish Lake in
Humboldt County in which pot farmers were
using PVC pipe, Dixie cups, funnels, and even
two-liter Pepsi bottled to divert water for
5,000 plants.” He told the hearing participants:
“There literally wasn’t a drop of water left
after that diversion.”

tion.” Under the bill, the purpose of the R3
Group would be to collaborate with the department to identify barriers to sport fishing
that contribute to the decline in sales of sport
fishing licenses. The bill would specify the
membership of the R3 Group and provide for
the R3 Group to identify the above-described
barriers to sport fishing and develop and approve recommendations for removal of those
barriers, and submit to the Legislature, as
provided, a report containing the approved
recommendations.
Anglers have a voice in the political process,
so please make sure your state Assembly
Member and State Senator hear from you.
Committee Action Date: 07/02/18
Committee Motion: Do pass as amended
Committee Hearing Date: August 6, 2018
STATUS: Placed on Suspension File August 6, 2018
SB 518 (Berryhill) (Formally SB187) 12Month Fishing License POSITION: Support
Today, California has an antiquated and costly
licensing system whereby annual fishing licenses expire on December 31st of every year,
regardless of when it was purchased. This has
contributed, in part, to significant declines in
fishing participation rates and license sales.
This legislation aims to increase fishing participation rates, license sales and state revenue
by making annual fishing license valid for full
12-months from the date of purchase at a premium of 130% of the annual calendar-year
license ($62.86). This provision is also included in AB 986, introduced by Assembly
Member Gallagher. This is an act to add and
repeal Section 7149.06 of the Fish and Game
Code, relating to fishing.
House Location: Assembly in committee process
Committee Location: Assembly Appropriations
Committee Hearing Date: 08/16/18
Recommend: Do Pass. (Ayes 17. Noes 0.)

Legislative News:
AB-986 Update (Gallagher) 12-Month Fishing License/Veterans Discount. June 13 "From committee: Amend, and do pass as
amended and re-refer to Com. on V.A., June
14 - "Read second time and amended. Rereferred to Com. on V.A." Currently in the
Senate Appropriations and will be heard on
August 6, 2018,
STATUS: - Placed on Suspension August 6,
2018.
AB2465 (Gallagher) Position: Support (CSL
is the sponsor) This bill would require the
department, on or before February 1, 2019, to
convene a sport fishing industry group, to be
known as the R3 Group, with “R3” standing
for “Recruitment, Retention, and Reactiva-
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To read more go to: https://
leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/
billNavClient.xhtml?
bill_id=201720180SB518
CALIFORNIA DEPT. OF FISH AND
WILDLIFE
I talked to Roger Bloom on July 31st for an
update on the CADFW public meetings held
around the state regarding the revision and
creation of a new Strategic Plan for Trout
Management and hatcheries including simplification of inland trout angling regulations.
Mr. Bloom stated that the Department received over 6000 questionnaires and they are
currently sifting through all this information
(Continued on page 8)

(Continued from page 7)

and will prepare a press release of the final
draft of these plans in the near future.
CDFW to Graduate 32 new Wildlife Officers
CDFW's most recent Wildlife Officer Academy class graduated August 10th with a final
inspection at noon, The Wildlife Officer
Academy is certified through the California
Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST)
and offers training consistent with every law
enforcement agency in California. Wildlife
officers make contact with more than 295,000
people and issue more than 15,000 citations
annually. These officers primarily work alone,
in remote areas, contacting subjects who almost always have some form of weapon, and
they do so knowing that backup could be
hours away. The Law Enforcement Division
will be accepting applications through September 30, 2018 for the Academy beginning
in January 2020. For more information and
application timeline, please visit
www.wildlife.ca.gov/enforcement/career.
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW):
Updated trout releases will be on their website (http://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FishPlants/) or call
their specific region (Inland Deserts
855.887.1275)
CDFW has an updated free downloadable
app for Freshwater Sport Fishing Regulations
application at https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/
regulations. It tracks your current GPS location and will tell you the regulations of the
water where you are standing and regulations
for waters within a designated area or approximately a five-mile radius. Take a look, it’s
pretty thorough.
Fishing Report
LOWER OWENS is at 508.7 as of 8/27. The
flow will probably increase for the remainder
of the season with Pleasant Valley Reservoir
filling fast. Water has cleared up but the hot
temperatures and fluctuating flows have very
few fishing there, try starting earlier, around
6am for the Trico and Caddis emergence.
Tricos early and Caddis late as fish will be
feeding in the slower water on the surface.
Tricos are done by 9am so be ready for the
buffet as they will be stuffed. Dries: Griffith’s
Gnat #20, extended body BWO#20, Para Adams #18-20, Elk Hair Caddis #16-20, Parachute Caddis #16-18 and yellow and tan
Stimulators #14-16. Nymphs: Zebra Midge
#18-29, Baetis BBH #18-20, Barr’s uncased
caddis #14-16, Tungsten Caddis #14-18, Birds
Nest Olive or natural #12-16, and stonefly
nymphs #14-16. Of course STREAMERS –
big and ugly
ROCK CREEK LAKE reports lots of fish
being caught with streamers, black, olive or
dark olive with flash. Some areas currently
have a Mosquito deficit but it’s wise to carry
your strongest Deet as it isn’t called Mosquito
Flats for nothing. Try terrestrials, stimulators,

foam hoppers with rubber legs, flying foam
ants, and anything large and bushy. Also dig
out your favorite caddis pattern and give it a
toss. Cool nights and very warm days have
recreated hatches. Trout at this elevation don’t
need UV glasses to see you, just the bugs!
UPPER OWENS – Flow is at 124.0cfs as of
8/27 Conditions and Hatches: Fair to Good –
Water is clean and fishing is picking up, especially above the bridge and it’s definitely
hoper time, but there are still days when
you’re wondering where the fish went. Older
planters are starting to move upstream; also
some browns are coming out of the lake.
Tricos are hatching so set your alarm for
“early”, yikes 6am? DRIES: Stimulator #16,
Extended Body BWO #16, Elk Hair Caddis
#16-18, and Parachute Adams #16-20. and
hop-hop-hoppers. NYMPHS: #12-16 Bead
Head Prince Nymph, #16-18 Pheasant Tail,
Flashback Hares Ear #14-16, Anderson's Bird
of Prey #14-16. STREAMERS: Meat Whistle,
D's Hoover Mover, and Big and ugly. Dead
drifted on strip under the banks on a type 3
sinking line. Hoppers are here so try a foam
hopper or even a parachute Kicking Hopper.
CROWLEY LAKE – The Lake is now dropping a couple inches a week but should be
nice and full for the near future. Conditions
and hatches have been good to excellent. The
boats are starting to move out a little farther in
the McGee channel but if you don’t want to be
part of the zoo there are fish all the way out to
20’. The fish are not glued to the channel but
are also spread out over the flats feeding on
midges, mayflies, damsels and…wait for it…
Perch Fry. This applies to the entire lake, with
lots of fish migrating all over the lake as they
feed on perch. This is the time of year that the
variety and abundance of food makes fishing
tougher, change up flies as needed, don’t get
stuck with the same pattern, things happen fast
and you need to be ready. Evenings are easier
to figure out but wind can be an issue. DFE
just stocked up to 50,000 small cutthroats a
couple of weeks ago and they have spread
throughout the south end of the lake. Some
fish in north arm channel and off Green Banks
Bay, some in 13 ft, but most out in the 20+ft.
Also in 2-7 feet along the shoreline but this is
not consistent. Flies to try: Albino Barons,
Red Barons early then later in the morning go
to Copper Tigers, Red/Black dubbed head
Optimidges, then Flashback Gray/Black Optimidges, Shaft Emergers when sun is overhead - all small. Fish Callibaetis mid morning
to early afternoon, Damsels late morning to
mid afternoon depending on the wind and
Perch Fry off and on throughout the day.
HOT CREEK - Water condition is fair.
Flows are at 44.7cfs as of 8/27, Conditions
and hatches: It’s that time of year with the
flows decreasing, the weeds are getting thick
and the fish highly educated so your presentation has to be on its best behavior. Those long
drifts are a thing of the past and if you wait for
your indicator to go under, the only fish you’ll
catch are foul hooked. Mid morning has been
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the best time to fish but something has been
going on just about all day. Hoppers are every
where so pick a good pattern as they’ve seen
‘em all. The weeds are growing fast, combine
that with fishing pressure and the fishing is
getting a lot more technical. Caddis hatches
have become more consistent, good throughout the day. Trico hatches will be fading soon
but October caddis is around the corner. Dries:
Parachute Adams #12-20, extended body
BWO #16-18, Elk Hair Caddis #16-18, Parachute Caddis #16-18 and Stonefly dries #1416 trico and spinner patt3erns #18-20.
Nymphs: Zebra Midge #18-20, Tungsten Psycho #18-20, Split case PMD #16, Bottom
Roller Caddis #14-18, Nitro Caddis #16-18,
Anderson’s Bird of Prey #14-16, Iron Sally
#16-18. Streamers: Meat Whistle, Crystal
Bugger and D’s Hoover Mover.
CONVICT LAKE – Action has been mainly
at the southwest corner and the outlet even
toward the aspens on the south shore and
some action on the north shore about mid
point of the lake. Resort has stocked consistently with larger fish and they are starting to
come out on flies. Suggested flies would be
dark buggers, light Spruce Flies, or even a
crystal bugger in dark purple or burgundy and
black size 8 or 10 and even try a point fly to
search around 15 feet or so. Loads of action on
hoppers along the north shore anywhere there
is overhanging bushes. Also try a Loeberg and
a light Assassin as a dropper. But don’t forget
the Convict Lake Marvel (bugger with a prop)
in green and brown. These are fairly stable
throughout the summer until the cooler temps
arrive.
MAMMOTH LAKES BASIN – Water conditions are great, summer doldrums have arrived and even with the weekly plantings fishing has slowed down. Lakes will have been
stocked again with Desert Springs Fish this
week. Hoppers are all over the water when
the wind picks up so try some stimulators.
Early and late with midge patterns is probably
the most consistent but all of the lakes have
Callibaetis and Damsel hatches with Twin
Lakes having the best hatches of both, but
they’re on the way out soon. Watch for mayfly
emergence between 9:30am and 10:30 with
damsels starting an hour or two later. Streamers: Dock’s Twin Lakes Special #10-12, Crystal Bugger #10-12, Beldar Bugger #10-12,
Pops Bugger #8-12. Nymphs: Barr’s Copper
John #12-18, Zebra Midge #14-18, and a
Lightning Bug #16-18.
SAN JOAQUIN – Flows are 32cfs as of 8/27.
Conditions are poor to fair. The flows are
more than double than average, too bad the
fishing population is so low. Fishing is still
inconsistent as are the hatches and the size of
fish is down dramatically. Sadly without the
stocking people continue to keep their limits,
no matter what their size. Good casting and a
1-3 wt rod will provide plenty of entertain(Continued on page 9)
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ment with an encounter with one of the big
wild fish leaving your mind and equipment
frazzled. For solitude you’ll have to walk way
beyond the campgrounds. Nymphing has been
better than dry fly so try BH PMD #18-20
Zebra Midges #16, golden stone #16-18,
Pheasant Tail #16-20, and Purple Prince
Nymphs. Dries: #16-18 Yellow or tan Stimulator, #18 Elk Hair Caddis, ants and #14-16
mayfly patterns.
JUNE LOOP – TROUT PLANTS: CDFW
Rainbow Trout plants are still on a weekly
basis through Labor Day then usually going to
every other week through Oct. Local marinas
and resorts are still bringing in plants of larger
Desert Springs Rainbows from Oregon.
NOTE: The Oregon Trout are raised in 60
degree water so this may be their "comfort
zone" after being dropped into the Loop Lakes
The surface dry fly bite took a downturn with
the haze over the lakes but there has been a
few nice clear days. FLIES: "Hopper Season"
is still with us but may change as cooler temps
arrive so keep throwing those Terrestrials in
local streams and creeks. Dry flies are still
working in the lakes while in a tube or kayak
mainly in the mornings when the wind is calm
including elk hair caddis, BWOs, para Adams,
Cahill’s, mayflies, etc. Until the surface water
temps cool switch to deeper waters mid day
with sink line down to 25' dragging wooly
buggers, Hornbergs, Matukas, and other
streamers. Also try a wet fly/nymph combo
with that sink line or nearer the surface mornings and evenings
LUNDY LAKE – Similar to last month’s
report as a few that have fish there then returned to give me a report. Anglers getting
into some nice rainbows on dark woolly buggers size 10, Flash-a-Bou's size 10, Carey
Specials (olive chenille body) size 10, Olive
Hornberg's with a prince nymph on point.
Back ponds are difficult to access to the slide
on the road behind the resort. Looks like the
trout may have to change their belt size with
all the available food. Keep a low profile or
perfect your presentation with a lighter weight
rod.
VIRGINIA LAKES – Conditions were perfect until the haze from fires arrived mid July
but was only about 15% of what lower elevations were experiencing. Loads of people have
flocked to the higher elevations to evade the
air quality of the basins with limits and large
trout being taken on a variety of bait and lures
and only a few on flies. So reports say that
fishing has slowed down and the reason is due
to the number of anglers on and around the
lakes. There was a run on respirators for bugs
but it sure made it easier to see them on the
water. Dry fly action improved overall. A
limited number of caddis and hoppers have
moved into the main menu but flying ants and
small lime midge's size 22 or 24 have done a
great job, but it’s been tough with the heat

during the day driving the fish down to where
it’s below 62 degrees. Young Joe Faruzzi said
he did well a couple days ago early am on rust
Twin Lakes Special size 12. Good dry action
when the sun ripples the surface early and late
afternoon; green body mosquitoes, Sierra
Caddis, Henryville Special if you can find
them, or tie some up after you review the “old
timer’s” pattern. If you keep it with the standard body and medium gray wing, you will be
surprised. I keep my bugs on a diet and
they’re faster and easier to tie when they’re
not really fat, and the water distorts them anyway.
Both Trumble and Big Virginia lakes have
seen mediocre action last week due to the
numbers of anglers all vying for trout. Big V
produced a few really large fish but not like
prior numbers and only a few were biting
flies. We did see one day of 31 degrees at 6am
on the lower creek, and that turned the aspen
leaves over showing their dull side. We will
start to see aspens going into their lighter
green phase shortly especially in exposed
areas along the Virginia Lakes Road. When it
warms up toward the weekend this should
improve surface action with a few bugs testing
the air to venture from their security. Try
some leech patterns, damsels, buggers, hoppers, soft hackles and Zug bugs and any terrestrial in your box. Hoppers are leaping off
the shoreline brush and a Beldar Bugger (olive
with rubber legs). Don't know what guide
gave up this secret.
BRIDGEPORT RESERVOIR – Bridgeport
is still kicking out lots of fish in the 2 to 6
pound range lately; we’ve also had a couple
good fly angling reports stripping streamers
up in the channels this week. Trolling has
been the best out in the middle from around
Rainbow Point on over to Paradise Shores.
Guides have been doing fairly well on the Res
with some great days for their clients. No I’m
not getting a percentage, but it can be a hard
water to fish unless you are in the “know”.
EAST WALKER – Water conditions are fair
with flows at 181cfs as of 8/27. The weather
has cooled down a little since last week; the
water temps are fairly high but not high
enough to endanger the fish at this time. Fishing had been good but water temp has gone up
to 70 by midday, but with the longer nights
the morning water temps are getting down to
the mid 60’s. Best reports are from 5:30 to
9am and again in the evening. Dries: Big flies
to get fish to come up for a bite; Stimulator
#8, Parawolf Purple #10, Chernobyl Ant #616, #16-18 light mayfly patterns. Nymphs:
Radiation Baetis #16, Copper Zebra #16, BH
Prince nymphs #12-14, Olive Birds Nest #1014 Caddis Larva #10-16, Nitro Caddis #14-18,
Stonefly Nymphs #6-10, Sparkle Pupa #18-20.
Streamers: Meat Whistle #2, D’s Hoover
Mover Rust #4, Hornbergs #10-20)

HONEYWELL POND – The pond fished
fairly well this week. Weeds have grown but
there is also clear water to fish and they are
pretty hungry! Try some leech patterns, damsel nymphs and adult patterns as well as
midges dropped off a dry have all been working. Give Ken's Sporting Goods a call if you
want to book some time on the pond!
KEN'S SPORTING GOODS IS NOW
ONLINE WITH THEIR NEVADA LICENSE TERMINAL!!! However, there does
seem to be some glitches with their new computer system so sometimes it’s difficult to get
licenses out in a timely manner, because of
this I would still advise getting your Nevada
licenses online ahead of time to get you on the
water sooner!
SCEIRINE RANCH - The Sceirine is still
fishing well and the fish down there are also
still feeling happy and healthy. The mornings
are the best just like the California side. There
are still lots of nice fish in the 20+ inch range
on the ranch lately. Dry/dropper rigs and drifting crawdad patterns seems to be the best
technique down there right now.
KIRMAN LAKE – No recent reports. There
was hope that DWF would stock it, but no
news as yet.
WEST WALKER – is running at 78.7cfs as
of 8/27 The West is fishing still well on fly's
right now, the water is low and clear so be
sneaky when approaching the water to avoid
spooking the fish. Fly anglers are doing the
best with dry/dropper rigs including hoppers,
beetles, ants, humpy’s, stimulators, soft hackles, prince nymphs and copper johns.
AT THE BENCH
Ostrich plumes are simply beautiful and
come in about 6 colors of the 9-inch miniatures. The more conventional ones come from
far bigger feathers; for fly tying I typically buy
a feather section, a couple of inches from a
large plume. It's like a miniature ostrich,
shorter, thinner herl stems, and finer denser
herl. These are especially good for Salmon
flies you can cut to length and fit into a dubbing loop, gives a great underwater performance. I think it's excellent and very underrated tying feather.
Hemingway's Flash Back Foil
This material is a 3-D, shimmering, semitranslucent foil that takes on a new level of
color and gives a new meaning to the term
flashback foil. It is literally heads and tails
above the rest. Try this new product on your
favorite nymphs and emergers and let the fish
be the judge! Also great foil back on scuds
and Czech nymphs and comes in 12 colors.
SEMPERFLI EXTREME CHENILLE
STRING
A new streamer material that's perfect for
large predator streams or you can trim for
smaller patterns. The 40mm strands are a mix
of solid and metallic flash that you are going
(Continued on page 10)
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to love. Bulky when tied without trimming,
but when wet the fibers lay down to create a
very nice body profile with great movement. It
comes in 24 colors and fairly inexpensive per
pak.

work well in the Eastern Sierra
especially at Big Virginia. I found a
fly shop that was unloading all of
the Polish Casual Dress several
years ago for .50 each so I bought almost all
of them; down side you need watercraft to fish
this baby. My favorite is the Near Enough in a
size 10 or 12. Zowie!

CalTrans reports 4 areas they are working
on that will delay traffic up to 30 minutes,
Monday through Thursday and/or Friday
1. Walker Canyon along US Highway 395
from State Route 108 to Eastside Lane MonThu 6am to 6pm.

Shed. It seems to be moving along as about
30% of the equipment is no longer at the CalTrans yard.
They are making progress and not interfering with traffic and have even repainted the
lines.Check the website for more specific
information and any other road delays in both
Inyo and Mono counties
at: www.dot.ca.gov/d9/projmgt/
projects.html
4. Lee Vining Rockfall on US 395 north of
Lee Vining, crews will be watering the landscape with daily lane closures that may delay
traffic up to 20 minutes Mon thru Thursday
from 6am to 5pm
See you on the water and keep ‘em wet. Cj

2. On US 395 near Bridgeport from 2.9 miles
south of
Swauger Canyon – daily lane closures up to
30
minutes traffic delay Mon & Tue only this
week from 6am to 8pm, and Fridays from
6am to 3pm.
Polly Rosborough’s Favorite Flies:
Polly was best known for his 1965 selfpublished book, Tying and Fishing the Fuzzy
Nymphs which listed 15 nymphs. He became
famous for his book and his flies. He began
observing the aquatic insects intently and was
advised by his barber to tie his own flies due
to the fragility of bought flies, and so his career began. Polly gave us the vision behind his
flies, he collected naturals that trout were taking on his favorite river, devised flies to match
and methods with which to fish them. He created a box of flies for his region and a formula
that all of us can apply to our own regions.
The formula—collecting, studying, matching,
and fishing—more than the flies, was the true
importance of Polly Rosborough.
Polly’s patterns I’ve used are the Caddis
Emergent dark version, Near Enough and his
Mosquito Dry. They are all easy to tie and

3. Left turn sleeve--Conway Summit & US
395 CalTrans is in week five of their scheduled 40 days to complete the left turn pocket
and a new access road to the Conway Cinder

On the Riffle Guide
Service
I am dedicated to giving you the
most memorable day of fishing on
the Sacramento River. My passion
for fly fishing and the years
of meticulously studying the river
have
helped
Scott Sugimoto
me to put my clients in the best situation to catch
(530) 276-1612
fish. Whether a beginner or experienced fly fisher, man
scott@ontheriffle.com
or woman, you will have an incredible time.
Follow me on Insta-

gram: @ontheriffle

“Make your reservations now.

The Headwaters Kayak Shop
For ALL of Central California’s Kayak needs
847 N Cluff Ave #2, Lodi, CA 95240

Custom Built, Name Brand
Fishing Rods, Rod Kits, Blanks,
Components, & Training
For prices, availability, and information,
you can write us or call 916-962-0616 or
916-601-7853 cell/text.
Larry L. Lee=L3
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Rx Fly Fishing! Advertising Rates
2 column inches each newsletter issue for
the year for $400, six months $200, quarter
$100, one month $40. The ad may include
artwork and will link to the advertiser's website.
Additional column inches of ad space may
be purchased at $200 for the year, $100 for
six months, $50 for a quarter year, $20 per
month.
Included:
A digital subscription to the club's monthly
newsletter.
Permission to post specials and other advertising on the club's Face book page, 2
per month.
For additional information please phone or
e-mail Jerry Neuburger, Editor 209-3695752

House of Coffees
239 N. Ham Lane
Lodi, CA 95240
209-368-2611
Open 5:30AM week days,
6AM on Saturday, 7AM on
Sunday, until 8PM every night.

The Heart of the High Sierra
Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest
Fishing, Hiking, Camping, Cabins, Restaurant, Lodge

"Our mission is to provide you with a total
experience, not just a fishing trip."

Kelsey Bass Ranch, Mulege Baja, Isla Blanca,
Pesca Maya, Xcalak, Picacho Lodge, Chile,
Yuba, Feather & American River Shad, Club
Presentations and Clinics
www.excellentadventures.org
Al Smatsky, Proprietor
619 W. Pine Street, Lodi, CA 95240
(209) 368-9261, (209) 601-0819 cell 1/14

http://www.virginialakesresort.com
HC 62 BOX 1065,
BRIDGEPORT CA 93517-9602
760-647-6484 Tel/Fax 1/14

Higher produce standards
than the USDA.
Fresh comes first

Mettler
Family Vineyards
Tasting Room: 7889 East Harney Lane
Lodi, CA 95240
Thurs to Mon 11am-5pm(209) 369-3045

The Delta Fly Fishers are proud to participate in the Save Mart Shares program. Each
purchase, once signed up, nets the club 3%
of your purchase. To sign up, go to the
SaveMart website and fill in the appropriate
boxes.
Help put on some great programs for our
members and work for better fisheries..
Ask John Keagy about the program today.

Home of Delta Fly Fishers Flyday Night
Fly Tying. First Friday of every month.

Save Mart Store Locator

Flyfishing!
Delta Fly Fishers, Inc.
P. O. Box 77862
Stockton, CA 95207-7862
www.deltaflyfishers.com

Answer to photo quiz: Common Stonefly (family: Perlidae)
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