
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       

     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT TO ZECHARIAH 

November 17th 2024    
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Divine Liturgy/Mass Schedule 
 Tuesday through Friday 9AM  

in the Chapel. 
Saturday – 4PM/Sunday - 10AM  
 
 

Reconciliation (Confessions) 
Saturday –2:30PM to 3:30PM 
Sunday – 8:30AM to 9:30AM 

By appointment 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Thursdays - 5:30pm to 6:30pm 
Fridays - 9:30am- 10:30am 
Saturday - 2PM to 3:45PM 
 

Baptism and Chrismation 
Contact the priest at least 

three (3) months prior to the 
requested date. 

 

Matrimony /Crowning 
Contact the priest at least 

one (1) year prior to 
requested date. 

 

If you are new to the parish, please know that you are dearly loved and welcomed to be a 
member of our community of faith. To ensure receiving communication from the parish as 

a parishioner, please see the priest or one of the ushers. 
“you are precious and honored in my sight and I love you” Isaiah 43:4 

 
 

Our Lady of Mercy  
Maronite Catholic Church 

341 June Street, Worcester, MA 01602 
Phone - 1 (508) 752 4287  

Email – ourladymercymaroniteworcester@gmail.com 
Website - www.ourladyofmercymaronite.org 

Reverend Peter Frangie – Administrator 
Cell phone: 914-393-8699 

 

First Saturday Devotion 
Every 1st Saturday 

2:00pm – Eucharistic Exposition 
3:00pm Divine Mercy Chaplet 

3:10pm Holy Rosary 
4:00 pm Divine Liturgy 

 

http://www.ourladyofmercymaronite.org/


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stewardship of God’s Blessings for the Week of 11/9-11/10 
Saturday/Sunday collection - $2442        Online Giving - $278.26                Total – $ 2720.26    

Thank you for your continuous support of our parish and its many needs.  May God bless your 
generosity to Our Lady of Mercy. To make a tax-deductible online offering especially when you are 

not here, please go to our Church’s website and scroll down to the big red button to donate. 
“Whatever you do, do from the heart, as for the Lord and not for others, knowing that you will 

receive from the Lord the due payment of the inheritance” (Colossians 3:23-24)                                                
           

 

Bulletin Advertisements 
Business owners, you may advertise your businesses in the Church bulletin that reaches over 200 persons. For 

more information, please contact Fr Peter. 

 

Gifts of the Heart 
Consider spreading love by offering a Divine Liturgy or another item from the Gifts of the Heart for a loved 

one living or deceased. For more information, please contact Father Peter. 

 

Divine Liturgy Intentions – Consecration of the Church 
Saturday Nov 16th - For the Intentions of Lori Flammia (birthday) req by Teddy Flammia   St. Matthew the 
Evangelist, Ap 
Sunday November 17th – In memory for Samir Asswad, Youssef Samarani, and Antoine Shaya requested by 
Henrietta Asswad                                                   St Gregory the Wonderworker, C 
Announcement to Zechariah     Gen 17:15–22 Rom 4:13–25 Lk1:1–25 
Monday November 18th –Cecilia Manrique Ortiz (deceased) requested by Karol Garcia     St. Romanos (Raymond) 
Tuesday November 19th – Cecilia Manrique Ortiz (deceased) requested by Karol Garcia     Pope St. Pontian (+235)  
Wednesday November 20th – Cecilia Manrique Ortiz requested by Karol Garcia St. Gregory of the Decapolis, C  
Thursday November 21st – Cecilia Manrique Ortiz req by Karol Garcia   Presentation of the Virgin Mary in the Temple  
Friday November 22nd – Cecilia Manrique Ortiz (deceased) requested by Karol Garcia     Sts. Joachim and Anne 
Saturday November 23rd - Cecilia Manrique Ortiz req by Karol Garcia       St. Sassine, Bishop of Cyzicus 
Sunday November 24th - In memory of Patricia Thomas & the Thomas Family requested by Denise Thomas 
Cecilia Manrique Ortiz (deceased) requested by Karol Garcia                          St. Catherine of Alexandria, M 
Announcement to the Virgin Mary                    2 Sam 7:8–10, 11b–12, 13b–17 Gal 3:15–22 Lk 1:26–38                                  
 

 

Gifts of the Heart for the Month of November  
Altar Bread and Wine in the chapel, Altar Candles and Sanctuary Lamp in the church and in the chapel - In 
Memory of Najat and Fares Melki requested by Sabine Melki Bassim 
Altar Bread and Wine in the church - In Thanksgiving for God’s blessings requested by Deacon Adonis 
ElAsmar  
Adoration Candles in the Church – For the parishioners of Our Lady Of Mercy 

 
 

Please remember Our Lady of Mercy Church in your will. 

October 2024 Financial Standing 
Ordinary Income Collections on Sundays- $8676.5          Stipend, Donations, Candles, Gifts of the heart .... $80  
Fundraising Event Profit: $18235           Total Income - $26992 
Ordinary Expenses Payroll, Gas, Electricity, Building Insurance and Medical Insurance, Phone, Internet, Office 
Supplies, Postage, Regular Maintenance, Eparchial Appeal, Garbage pickup, past due expenses... $38,184.7  
Total Ordinary Income vs Expenses: -$11193.2 
Do you know? A couple of basic monthly expenses:  
The Monthly Eparchial Assessment & Bishop’s Appeal is 1,000 a month starting from January 2024.  
The Church’s monthly building Insurance is $1764.00. 
Thank you for your support and for maintaining the Church through your donation and the different 
activities we plan. 
 

http://www.ourladyofmercymaronite.org/


 
 

 

  

 Join us for Daily Divine Liturgy 
As you can, please consider coming to the chapel to participate in Divine Liturgy Monday through 
Friday at 9AM.   “Put all the good works in the world against one Holy Mass; they will be as a 
grain of sand beside a mountain.” St. John Vianney 
 
 

Join us EVERY Thursday EVENING starting 11/7/2024 (5:30PM-6:30PM), Friday 
9:30am-10:30am sATURDAY (2:00PM-3:45PM) For eucharistic adoration 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Come & See Retreat Weekend for Women,Dartmouth MA                                                                                       
Fiat: “I am the servant of the Lord” — Luke 1:38                                                                 
Is Jesus calling you to Come and See? Are you seeking to learn more about 
prayer, discerning God’s voice and the gift of religious life.                                                          
The Maronite Servants of Christ the Light located in Dartmouth MA, invite 
young adult women (ages 18-39) to prayerfully consider joining them for 
a Come & See Retreat Weekend, November 29 - December 1, 2024. The 
weekend is designed to give young adult women a glimpse into our 
prayer and communal life and to enjoy some adoration time with Jesus, our 
Eucharistic Lord. To register visit maroniteservants.org.  

Registration link for the Discernment Retreat Weekend can also be 
accessed here.  

   

 

Join us DAILY for Rosary @8:30pm ZOOM MEETING ID: 82059131889      PASSCODE: prayer 

All Young Adults age 18-39 years are invited to join us 
On Saturday November 23rd for MYA friendsgiving. Please check the flyer for more information. 

Join us on Saturday December 7th for Adults Game Night. 
Please check the flyer for more information. 

 

Join us on Sunday December 15th for Breakfast and photo with santa 
Please check the flyer for more information. 

 
SOMETHING NEW IN OUR PARISH - Promoting Vocations 

The Eparchy is trying to bring more awareness to the different vocations in life. For this reason, 
an icon of the Holy Family along with a prayer will be given to a different family each week for 
prayer every night so God may guide us to discern and promote the various vocations.    
See Fr. Peter for more information. To register, please click here. 
 

               
               

                   
                
                

               

 

Many thanks to everyone who had come to help us in our two 
Organization days.   

Join us on in 33 Days to Morning Glory  A Do-It Yourself Retreat 
Starting on Friday November 29th. Please check the flyer for more information. 

 

http://maroniteservants.org/
https://forms.gle/J9JSpHqVcjQBpJy59
https://forms.gle/J9JSpHqVcjQBpJy59
https://forms.gle/J9JSpHqVcjQBpJy59
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4FA5A72BA1FFC16-53152234-visit
https://www.stmaron.org/office-of-vocations
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXs0sueKuYU
https://www.maronitemonks.org/
https://www.maroniteservants.org/
https://www.maroniteservants.org/


          

Father Peter Frangie at Our 
Lady of Mercy encourages 

all parishioners to 
participate in  

33 Days to Morning Glory      
A Do-It Yourself Retreat 

Starting on Friday November 
29th to consecrate ourselves to 
Jesus through Mary on New 

Year’s Day 
 

 

"Take this retreat! Believe me, your life will never be the same."  
- Johnette Benkovic, Founder and President of Women of Grace 

 

 

                                       

    
• Want to grow in holiness, but too 

busy? This do-it yourself retreat is 
easy-to-do and simple to practice; 
it will transform your life! 

• Come learn what pope after pope 
has confirmed is the “surest, 
easiest, shortest, & most perfect 
means” to becoming a saint!  

• Timing is perfect; the world needs 
more people consecrated to Our 
Lord through Our Lady. 

• As we unite ourselves more deeply 
with Mary, we unite ourselves 
more perfectly with Jesus, her Son. 
Mary’s greatest desire is to have 
each of us know, love, and serve 
her Son, Jesus Christ, with a true 
purity of heart, which she herself 
possessed through the grace of 
God the Father. 

• Help spread sanctity, please join 
us!! 

• There is limited number of 
booklets in the sacristy, please ask 
Father Peter for your copy or order 
it online. 
 

The devotion, Total Consecration to Jesus 
through Mary, has been practiced for 
centuries. It involves 33 days of preparatory 
devotions, with the Total Consecration 
made on the 34th day. As a community of 
faith, we want to start this consecration 
during the season of Announcements to 
consecrate ourselves to Jesus through Mary 
at the beginning of 2025 on January 1st the 
day we will celebrate Mother of God. As 
Jesus trusted in Mary, His Mother, 
completely without reservation, so does 
each of us, His disciples, choose to trust in 
Mary completely without reservation as we 
choose this holy pathway of consecration 
to her Son. 

Father Peter, the new 
administrator at Our 
Lady of Mercy Parish  
Encourages all men & 

women to participate in  

33 Days to Morning Glory      
A Do-It Yourself Retreat 

Starting on Friday November 
29th & Consecrating ourselves 

to Jesus through Mary on 
January 1st 2025  

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=33+days+to+morning+glory&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=8XemEHOhDHQpsM&tbnid=29JkAxlsnPM7TM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://stjosephcatholicbooks.com/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=9&products_id=78&ei=-nwSUsriLvGgyAH33IBQ&bvm=bv.50768961,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNE7G8KoGppVhuU8b-vLVylrT4TznA&ust=1377029747237218
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=hearts%20afire%20parish-based%20programs%20for%20the%20new%20evangelization&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=eJ9R9ZwmgUM1DM&tbnid=VTDhD5ZWsp-R9M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.trademarkia.com/hearts-afire-parishbased-programs-for-the-new-evangelization-85568469.html&ei=-XYSUo3CMcK0yAGVm4FQ&bvm=bv.50768961,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNHU3rsYDOwCBehU7Xe9N8kx3Vc9Eg&ust=1377028213695416


 
 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
                                                                                                                                
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

“The most deadly poison of our times is indifference.” ~ Saint Maximilian Kolbe 

  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindly patronize Our benefactor with your 
needs 

                            

 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php/?id=100057138203394
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php/?id=100057138203394


 
 

Sunday of the Announcement to Zechariah 
Letter to the Romans 4: 13-25  
The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith.  If it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 
For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
For this reason, it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace 
and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but 
also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it 
is written, ‘I have made you the father of many nations’) in the presence of the 
God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the 
things that do not exist.  Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become 
‘the father of many nations’, according to what was said, ‘So numerous shall your 
descendants be.’  He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, 
which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or 
when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him 
waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave 
glory to God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had 
promised.  Therefore, his faith ‘was reckoned to him as righteousness.’ Now the 
words, ‘it was reckoned to him’, were written not for his sake alone, but for ours 
also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from 
the dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our 
justification. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke 1:1-25  
Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the events that 
have been fulfilled among us,  just as they were handed on to us by those who 
from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word,  I too decided, 
after investigating everything carefully from the very first, to write an orderly 
account for you, most excellent Theophilus,  so that you may know the truth 
concerning the things about which you have been instructed.  In the days of King 
Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly 
order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was 
Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly according 
to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord.  But they had no children, 
because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years.  Once when he 
was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, he was chosen by 
lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord 
and offer incense. Now at the time of the incense-offering, the whole assembly of 
the people was praying outside.  Then there appeared to him an angel of the 
Lord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense.  When Zechariah saw him, 
he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him.  But the angel said to him, ‘Do not 
be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will 
bear you a son, and you will name him John.  You will have joy and gladness, and 
many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He 
must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with 
the Holy Spirit.  He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God.  
With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of 
parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to 
make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’  Zechariah said to the angel, ‘How 
will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in 
years.’ The angel replied, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I 
have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.  But now, because 
you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will 
become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.’  Meanwhile, the 
people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the sanctuary.  
When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had 
seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable to 
speak.  When his time of service was ended, he went to his home.  After those days 
his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in seclusion. She 
said, ‘This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favorably on me and 
took away the disgrace I have endured among my people.’ 

 أحد بشارة زكریاّ
  13:4-25 رسالة القدّیس بولس إلى أھل رومة

یا إِخوَتي، الْوَعْدُ لإِبْرَاھیمَ أوَْ لِنسَْلِھِ بِأنَْ یكَُونَ وَارِثاً لِلعَالمَ، 
فلوَْ   .لمَْ یكَنُْ بِواسِطةَِ الشَّرِیعةَ، بلَْ بالبرِِّ الَّذي نَالھَُ بالإِیْمَان

كَانَ أھَْلُ الشَّرِیعةَِ ھمُُ الوَارِثیِن، لأبُْطِلَ الإِیْمَان، وألُْغِيَ 
لأنََّ الشَّرِیعةََ تسَُببُِّ غَضَبَ الله؛ وحَیْثُ لا شَرِیعةَ،   الوَعْد؛

يَ لِلشَّرِیعةَ لِذَلِكَ فأَھَْلُ الإِیْمَانِ ھمُُ الوَارِثوُن، لِكيَ   .فَلا تعَدَِّ
تكَُونَ الوِرَاثةَُ ھِبةًَ مِنَ الله. وھكَذاَ تحََقَّقَ الوَعْدُ لِكلُِّ نَسْلِ 

نَّسْلِ الَّذي ھوَُ مِنْ أھَْلِ الشَّرِیعةَِ فحََسْب، بلَْ إبِْرَاھیم، لا لِل
أیَْضًا لِلنَّسْلِ الَّذي ھوَُ مِنْ أھَْلِ الإِیْمَان، إیِْمَانِ إبِْرَاھِیم، الَّذي 

إنِيِّ جَعَلْتكَُ أبًَا لأمَُمٍ «كَمَا ھوَُ مَكْتوُب:   ھُوَ أبٌَ لنَاَ أجَْمَعِین؛
ذي آمَنَ بٱ�ِ ھوَُ أبٌَ لنَاَ أمََامَ الله، الَّذي فَإِبْرَاھِیمُ الَّ ». كَثیِرَة

وقدَْ آمَنَ  .یحُْیي الأمَْوَات، ویدَْعُو غَیرَْ المَوْجُودِ إلِى الوُجُود
إبِْرَاھیمُ رَاجِیًا عَلى غَیرِ رَجَاء، بِأنََّھُ سَیصَیرُ أبًَا لأمَُمٍ كَثیرَة، 

ولمَْ یضَْعفُْ بِإِیْمَانھِِ، برَِغْمِ .« ھكَذاَ یكَُونُ نَسْلكَُ «كَمَا قیِلَ لھَُ: 
أنََّھُ رأىَ، وھوَُ ٱبنُ نَحْوِ مِئةَِ سَنةَ، أنََّ جَسَدَهُ مَائتِ، وأنََّ 

وبنَِاءً عَلى وَعْدِ الله، مَا شَكَّ وَلا ترََدَّد،   .حَشَا سَارَةَ قدَْ مَات
دَ ٱ� ى بالإِیْمَان، ومَجَّ قِینِ أنََّ اللهَ وأیَْقنََ مِلْءَ الیَ   .بَلْ تقََوَّ

ا  .قَادِرٌ أنَْ ینُْجِزَ مَا وَعَدَ بھِِ  ولمَْ   .فَلِذلِكَ حُسِبَ لھَُ إیِْمَانھُُ برِ�
ا«یكُْتبَْ مِنْ أجَْلِھِ وَحْدَهُ أنََّھُ  بَلْ كتُبَِ أیَْضًا مِنْ  ،«حُسِبَ لھَُ برِ�

ا، لأنََّنَ  ا نؤُْمِنُ بِالَّذي أقََامَ أجَْلِنَا، نَحْنُ الَّذِینَ سَیحُْسبَُ لنَاَ برِ�
الَّذي أسُْلمَِ مِنْ أجَْلِ زَلاَّتنَِا،  مِنْ بیَْنِ الأمَْوَاتِ یسَُوعَ رَبَّنَا،

  .وأقُیمَ مِنْ أجَْلِ تبَْریرِنَا
. 

  1:1-25 إنجیل القدّیس لوقا
تْ  بمَِا أنََّ كثیرینَ أخََذوُا یرَُتبِّونَ رِوَایةً لِلأحَْدَاثِ ٱلَّتي تمََّ

كَمَا سَلَّمَھا إِلیَْناَ مَنْ كَانوُا مُنْذُ البدَْءِ شھُُودَ عِیاَنٍ  دَنا،عِنْ 
امًا لھََا، رَأیَْتُ أنَا أیَْضًا، أیَُّھَا الشَّرِیفُ  لِلْكَلِمَة، ثمَُّ صَارُوا خُدَّ

تیِوُفیِل، أنَْ أكَْتبَُھا لكََ بِحَسبَِ ترَْتیِبِھَا، بعَْدَما تتَبََّعْتھَُا كُلَّھا، 
ةَ الكَلامِ الَّذي  ذُ بدَِایَتِھَا، تتَبَُّعًا دَقیقًا،مُنْ  لِكيَ تتَیََقَّنَ صِحَّ

كَانَ في أیََّامِ ھِیرُودُس، مَلِكِ الیَھُودِیَّة، كَاھِنٌ   .وُعِظْتَ بھِِ 
ٱسْمُھُ زَكَرِیَّا، مِنْ فرِْقةَِ أبَیَِّا، لھُ ٱمْرَأةٌَ مِنْ بنََاتِ ھَارُونَ 

یْنِ أمََامَ الله، سَالِكیَْنِ في   .ٱسْمُھا إلِیصَابَات وكَاناَ كِلاھمَُا بَارَّ
بِّ وأحَْكَامِھ بلاِ لَوْم ومَا كَانَ لَھُمَا وَلدَ،   .جَمِیعِ وصَایَا الرَّ

لأنََّ إِلیصَابَاتَ كَانتَْ عَاقرًِا، وكَاناَ كِلاھمَُا قدَْ طَعنَاَ في 
بِالخِدْمَةِ الكَھَنوُتیَِّةِ أمََامَ الله، وفیِمَا كَانَ زَكَرِیَّا یَقوُمُ   .أیََّامِھِمَا

أصََابتَھُْ القرُْعَة، بِحَسبَِ عَادَةِ  في أثَنَْاءِ نَوْبةَِ فرِْقتَھِِ،
بِّ ویحُْرِقَ البَخُور وكَانَ  .الكَھَنوُت، لِیدَْخُلَ مَقدِْسَ ھَیْكَلِ الرَّ

إِحْرَاقِ كُلُّ جُمْھُورِ الشَّعْبِ یصَُلِّي في الخَارِج، في أثَنَْاءِ 
بِّ لِزَكَرِیَّا وَاقِفاً مِنْ عَنْ یمَِینِ  .البَخُور وَترَاءَى مَلاكُ الرَّ

فَٱضْطَرَبَ زَكَرِیَّا حِینَ رَآه، وٱسْتوَلىَ عَلیَْھِ  مَذْبحَِ البَخُور،
لا تخََفْ، یَا زَكَرِیَّا، فَقدَِ ٱسْتجُیبتَْ «فقَالَ لھُ المَلاك:   .الخَوف

ھِ یوُحَنَّاطِلْبتَكَُ، وَٱمْرَأَ     .تكَُ إِلِیصَابَاتُ سَتلَِدُ لكََ ٱبْنًا، فسََمِّ
لأنََّھُ  ویكَُونُ لكََ فرََحٌ وَٱبْتِھَاج، ویَفْرَحُ بمَِوْلِدِهِ كَثیِرُون،

بّ، لا یَشْرَبُ خَمْرًا ولا مُسْكِرًا،  سَیكَُونُ عَظِیمًا في نَظرَِ الرَّ
وحِ القدُُسِ وَھوَُ  ھِ وَیمَْتلَِئُ مِنَ الرُّ ویرَُدُّ   . بعَْدُ في حَشَا أمُِّ

بِّ إِلھِھِم بِّ   .كَثیِرینَ مِنْ بنَي إِسْرَائیِلَ إلِى الرَّ ویسَیرُ أمََامَ الرَّ
تھِِ، لِیرَُدَّ قلُوُبَ الآباَءِ إِلى الأبَْنَاء، والعصَُاةَ  برُِوحِ إیِلِیَّا وقوَُّ

بِّ شَعْبً  ا خَیْرَ إعِْدَادإِلى حِكْمَةِ الأبَْرَار، فیھُیئَِّ لِلرَّ فقاَلَ .« ا مُعدَ�
بمَِاذاَ أعَْرِفُ ھذاَ؟ فإِنيِّ أنَاَ شَیْخٌ ، وٱمْرَأتَي «زَكَرِیَّا لِلْمَلاك: 

أنَاَ ھوَُ «فأجََابَ المَلاكُ وقالَ لھُ:   .«!قدَْ طَعنَتَْ في أیََّامِھَا
رَكَ جِبْرَائیِلُ ٱلوَاقفُِ في حَضْرَةِ الله، وقدَْ أرُْسِلتُْ لأكَُلِّ  مَكَ وأبَُشِّ

وھَا أنَْتَ تكَُونُ صَامِتاً، لا تقَْدِرُ أنَْ تتَكََلَّم، حَتَّى الیَوْمِ   .بِھذاَ
الَّذي یَحْدُثُ فیِھِ ذلِكَ، لأنََّكَ لمَْ تؤُْمِنْ بكَِلامِي الَّذي سَیتَمُِّ في 

بُ مِنْ إِ .« أوََانھِِ  بْطَائھِِ في وكَانَ الشَّعبُْ ینَْتظَرُ زَكَرِیَّا، ویتَعََجَّ
 .مَقْدِسِ الھَیْكَل

ا خَرَجَ زَكَریَّا، لمَْ یكَُنْ قَادِرًا أنَْ یكَُلِّمَھُم، فأدَْرَكُوا أنََّھُ رَأىَ  ولمََّ
 رُؤْیَا في المَقْدِس، وكَانَ یشُیرُ إِلیَْھِم بِالإِشَارَة، وبَقيَِ أبَْكَم

تْ أیََّامُ خِدْمَتھِِ، مَضَى إِلى بیَْ  و. ا تمََّ وبعَْدَ تلِْكَ الأیََّام،   .تھِِ لمََّ
حَمَلتَِ ٱمْرَأتَھُُ إِلِیصَابَات، وكَتمَتْ أمَْرَھَا خَمْسَةَ أشَْھُر، وھِيَ 

، في الأیََّامِ الَّتي نَظَرَ إلِيَّ فیِھَا،   :تقَوُل بُّ إِليَّ ھكَذا صَنعَ الرَّ
 .!لِیزُیلَ العَارَ عَنيِّ مِنْ بیَْنِ النَّاس
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