OUR LADY OF MERCY

MARONITE CATHOLIC CHURCH
341 June Street, Worcester, MA 01602
Phone - 1(508) 752 4287
Email -
ourladymercymaroniteworcester@gmail.com
Website - www.ourladyofmercymaronite.org
Reverend Peter Frangie - Administrator

Divine Liturgy/Mass Schedule
Monday through Friday 9am in the Chapel
Saturday — 4pm in the Church
Sunday — 10am in the Church
~ Reconciliation (Confessions)
Saturday —2:30pm to 3:30pm
Sunday — 8:30am to 9:30am
By appointment
Eucharistic Adoration
Thursdays -9:30am - 10:30am in the Chapel
Fridays - 9:30am - 10:30am in the Chapel
Saturdays — 2pm to 3:45pm in the Church
First Saturday Devotion Every 1% Saturday
2:00pm - Eucharistic Exposition
3:00pm - Divine Mercy Chaplet
3:10pm - Holy Rosary
4:00 pm - Divine Liturgy

Matrimony /Crowning Baptism and Chrismation
Contact the priest at least one (1) Contact the priest at least three (3)
year prior to the requested date. months prior to the requested date.

If you are new to the parish, please know that you are dearly loved and welcomed to be a
member of Our Lady of Mercy Community of faith. To ensure receiving communication
from the parish as a parishioner, please see the priest or one of the ushers.
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http://www.ourladyofmercymaronite.org/

Message of the Holy Father Leo XIV for Lent 2026, 13.02.2026

The following is the text of the Message of the Holy Father Leo XIV for Lent 2026, on the theme:
“Listening and Fasting: Lent as a Time of Conversion”:

Message of the Holy Father

Listening and Fasting:
Lent as a Time of Conversion

Dear brothers and sisters,

Lent is a time in which the Church, guided by a sense of maternal care, invites us to place the mystery of
God back in the center of our lives, in order to find renewal in our faith and keep our hearts from being
consumed by the anxieties and distractions of daily life.

Every path towards conversion begins by allowing the word of God to touch our hearts and welcoming it
with a docile spirit. There is a relationship between the word, our acceptance of it and the transformation
it brings about. For this reason, the Lenten journey is a welcome opportunity to heed the voice of the Lord
and renew our commitment to following Christ, accompanying him on the road to Jerusalem, where the
mystery of his passion, death and resurrection will be fulfilled.

Listening

This year, I would first like to consider the importance of making room for the word through /istening.
The willingness to listen is the first way we demonstrate our desire to enter into relationship with
someone.

In revealing himself to Moses in the burning bush, God himself teaches us that listening is one of his
defining characteristics: “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their
cry” (Ex 3:7). Hearing the cry of the oppressed is the beginning of a story of liberation in which the Lord
calls Moses, sending him to open a path of salvation for his children who have been reduced to slavery.

Our God is one who seeks to involve us. Even today he shares with us what is in his heart. Because of
this, listening to the word in the liturgy teaches us to listen to the truth of reality. In the midst of the many
voices present in our personal lives and in society, Sacred Scripture helps us to recognize and respond to
the cry of those who are anguished and suffering. In order to foster this inner openness to listening, we
must allow God to teach us how to listen as he does. We must recognize that “the condition of the poor is
a cry that, throughout human history, constantly challenges our lives, societies, political and economic
systems, and, not least, the Church.”!]

Fasting

If Lent is a time for listening, fasting is a concrete way to prepare ourselves to receive the word of God.
Abstaining from food is an ancient ascetic practice that is essential on the path of conversion. Precisely
because it involves the body, fasting makes it easier to recognize what we “hunger” for and what we
deem necessary for our sustenance. Moreover, it helps us to identify and order our
“appetites,” keeping our hunger and thirst for justice alive and freeing us from complacency.
Thus, it teaches us to pray and act responsibly towards our neighbor.




With spiritual insight, Saint Augustine helps us to understand the tension between the present moment
and the future fulfilment that characterizes this custody of the heart. He observes that: “In the course of
earthly life, it is incumbent upon men and women to hunger and thirst for justice, but to be satisfied
belongs to the next life. Angels are satisfied with this bread, this food. The human race, on the other
hand, hungers for it; we are all drawn to it in our desire. This reaching out in desire expands the soul and
increases its capacity.”[2] Understood in this way, fasting not only permits us to govern our desire,
purifying it and making it freer, but also to expand it, so that it is directed towards God and doing good.

However, in order to practice fasting in accordance with its evangelical character and avoid the
temptation that leads to pride, it must be lived in faith and humility. It must be grounded in communion
with the Lord, because “those who are unable to nourish themselves with the word of God do not fast
properly.”Bl As a visible sign of our inner commitment to turn away from sin and evil with the help of
grace, fasting must also include other forms of self-denial aimed at helping us to acquire a more sober
lifestyle, since “austerity alone makes the Christian life strong and authentic.”l

In this regard, I would like to invite you to a very practical and frequently unappreciated form of
abstinence: that of refraining from words that offend and hurt our neighbor. Let us begin by disarming
our language, avoiding harsh words and rash judgement, refraining from slander and speaking ill of those
who are not present and cannot defend themselves. Instead, let us strive to measure our words and
cultivate kindness and respect in our families, among our friends, at work, on social media, in political
debates, in the media and in Christian communities. In this way, words of hatred will give way to words
of hope and peace.

Together

Finally, Lent emphasizes the communal aspect of listening to the word and fasting. The Bible itself
underlines this dimension in multiple ways. For example, the Book of Nehemiah recounts how the people
gathered to listen to the public reading of the Law, preparing to profess their faith and worship through
fasting, so as to renew the covenant with God (cf. 9:1-3).

Likewise, our parishes, families, ecclesial groups and religious communities are called to undertake a
shared journey during Lent, in which listening to the word of God, as well as to the cry of the poor and of
the earth, becomes part of our community life, and fasting a foundation for sincere repentance. In this
context, conversion refers not only to one’s conscience, but also to the quality of our relationships and
dialogue. It means allowing ourselves to be challenged by reality and recognizing what truly guides our
desires — both within our ecclesial communities and as regards humanity’s thirst for justice and
reconciliation.

Dear friends, let us ask for the grace of a Lent that leads us to greater attentiveness to God and to the least
among us. Let us ask for the strength that comes from the type of fasting that also extends to our use of
language, so that hurtful words may diminish and give way to a greater space for the voice of others. Let
us strive to make our communities places where the cry of those who suffer finds welcome, and listening
opens paths towards liberation, making us ready and eager to contribute to building a civilization of love.

I impart my heartfelt blessing upon all of you and your Lenten journey.
From the Vatican, 5 February 2026, Memorial of Saint Agatha, Virgin and Martyr

LEO PP. X1V




Sunday | 3/1/2026 10am | Jean Paul Daou & the deceased members of the Aboody family,
Healing of Hemorrhaging Woman requested by Yvette & George Aboody
Monday 3/2/2026 | 9am For the repose of the soul of Lily Zared AbouJaoude
Tuesday 3/3/2026 | 9am For the repose of the soul of Lily Zared AbouJaoude
Wednesday 3/4/2026 | 9am For the repose of the soul of Lily Zared AbouJaoude
Thursday 3/5/2026 | 9am For the repose of the soul of Lily Zared AbouJaoude
Friday 3/6/2026 | 9am For the repose of the soul of Lily Zared AbouJaoude
Saturday 3/7/2026 | 4pm For the Poor Souls in Purgatory and the triumph of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary
Sunday 3/8/2026 10am | For the repose of the soul of Lily Zared AbouJaoude (mother of Dr
Sunday of the Prodigal Mario Abou Jaoude)
Son
Monday 3/9/2026
Tuesday 3/10/2026 NO DIVINE LITURGY
Wednesday 3/11/2026 'Father Peter' will be on a retreat.
Thursday 3/12/2026 Please keep him and all priests on the retreat in your prayers.
Friday 3/13/2026
Saturday 3/14/2026 | 4pm For the repose of the soul of Samira Zajjour
Sunday 3/15/2026 | 10am | Fares & Najat Melki +, requested by Sabine Bassim
Monday 3/16/2026 | 9am For the repose of the soul of Mary Ayoub
Tuesday 3/17/2026 | 9am For the repose of the soul of Mary Ayoub
Wednesday 3/18/2026 | 9am For the repose of the soul of Mary Ayoub
Thursday 3/19/2026 | 9am For all men and fathers - Feast of Saint Joseph
Friday 3/20/2026 | 9am For MYO Retreatants and team
Saturday 3/21/2026 | 4pm For MYO Retreatants and team
Sunday 3/22/2026 | 10am
Monday 3/23/2026 | 9am For the repose of the soul of Samira Zajjour
Tuesday 3/24/2026 | 9am For the repose of the soul of Samira Zajjour
Wednesday 3/25/2026 | 9am For the repose of the soul of Samira Zajjour
Thursday 3/26/2026 | 9am For the repose of the soul of Samira Zajjour
Friday 3/27/2026 | 9am For the repose of the soul of Samira Zajjour
Saturday 3/28/2026 | 4pm Sophie Hallal & K4J club
Sunday 3/29/2026 | 10am | Khalil and Hind Kareh, Marie & Saba Kayrouz (all +)
Hosanna Sunday Requested by Pierre and Susan Kareh
Monday 3/30/2026 | 9am
Tuesday 3/31/2026 | 9am
Gifts of the Heart for the month of March Intention

Altar Candles in the Church

In memory of Louis lovieno offered
by Louise lovieno & Family.

Altar Bread and Wine in the Church

Sanctuary Lamp in the Church

Adoration candles in the Church

In thanksgiving and for the

Altar Candles in the Chapel

intentions of Hoda Daou and her

Sanctuary Lamp in the Chapel family

Altar Bread and Wine in the Chapel




The Pope's Monthly Intention for March 2026
For disarmament and peace

Let us pray that nations move toward effective disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament,
and that world leaders choose the path of dialogue and diplomacy instead of violence.

" Please remember Our Lady of Mercy Church in your will. "

Stations

Every Friday
at 6:30 pm

Lenten Meal to follow
Stations of the Cross

Our Lady of Mercy Church
341 June St. Worcester MA 01602

Every Friday during Lent, there will be Stations of the Cross at 6:30pm in the church.
Following the Stations of the Cross around 7:15pm, there will be a simple potluck Lenten
Meal (2-3 Meatless dishes, Salad, Fruit) in the hall to spend some time in fellowship. If
you would like to attend, and would like to bring a platter, please sign up by indicating the
dish you will bring using the link below.
https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/10CO0E4FAS5A72BA1FFC16-62447235-potluck



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4FA5A72BA1FFC16-62447235-potluck

We are accepting requests for Gifts of the Heart for the rest of 2026. Please fill in the form
below and return to the Church office or give it in person to Father Peter. We will try to
accommodate each request. A listing of suggested donations is found below. Please know that
you can still request a Divine Liturgy or another Gift of the Heart even if you can’t donate the
suggested amount.

> Altar Bread and Wine for the chapel $30 per month.
Altar Bread and Wine for the church $30 per month.
Sanctuary Lamp in the church $40per month.
Sanctuary Lamp in the chapel $40 per month.
Altar Candles in the Church $20 per month.
Altar Candles in the Chapel $20 per month.

> Divine Liturgy Intention on a specific weekday - $10

You can make your donation online (Venmo, Paypal, Credit Card) or cash or check made to Our
Lady of Mercy.

YV V.V V V

PAYPAL WEBSITE

Name: Contact Number/Email

Please circle your requested item(s), location(s) and month(s) requested
Request Item: Sanctuary Lamp  Altar Candles Bread & Wine _Location: Chapel Church
Month Requested in 2026

February March April May June July August September October November December

In Memory of:

In Thanksgiving of:

Divine Liturgy Intention: Date requested:

In Memory of:

In Thanksgiving of:



https://www.venmo.com/u/ourladyofmercychurch
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=EYUXQH9EJ74TL
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-YSC8/home
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PO High Schoot Retrcall

MARCH Z20-222026

FRIDAY - SUNDAY
7:00PM  11:00AM

h -
OUR LADY OF MERCY Er u
QUESTIONS? CONTACT: 341 JUNE ST, T T

SOPHIE.ELHALLAL@GMAIL.COM WORCESTER. MA 01602 $90 | REGISTER

BY MARCH 13TH




THIS YEAR’S THEME

The MYO "Reckless Love" retreat is an overnight experience for
high school boys and girls led by Mark and Sophie Elhallal and
other young adult leaders.

This retreat focuses on encountering Christ through His reckless
love and the mystery of redemption. In a supportive, Christ-
centered environment, retreatants take part in moments of
formation and fun activities like games, workshops, team-
building, and night activities alongside, moments of prayer and
adoration.

SLEEPING ARRANGEMENTS

Boys and girls will have separate sleeping areas, and everyone
will camp out on the floor in sleeping bags or air mattresses—
think sleepover style! Please note that there won't be any
showers available, so plan with that in mind.

CELLPHONE POLICY

Cell phones are strongly discouraged at this retreat. This
weekend is meant to be a true break from screens so teens can
focus on prayer, community, and being present with one
another. We ask parents to please keep phones at home if at all
possible. Leaders will have phones available for emergencies, and
clocks will be provided for timekeeping. If a phone must be
brought, it is expected to stay in bags for the entire retreat.

REGISTER BY MARCH 13
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Fish Sunday

Sunday March 22nd
11:30 am

$30 Adults
$10 Kids
12 YO

and under

Venmo
Credit Card

For reservation:
Souzane Kareh: (413) 355-0034

Last day for reservation
Sunday March 15th



Homemade Treats

Cakes, Cookies, Spinach pies,
Baked Kibbeh and more
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RETREAT DAY

Join the Maronite Servants of Christ the
Light for a day of spiritual renewal!
The program will include lunch, f
Eucharistic Adoration, insightful talks, g w
fellowship, and quiet prayer. The sisters J K‘«w

will offer reflections on embracing the
call to wholeness in Christ.

ONED

Date & time: Sunday March 22, 2026 | 12noon to 6pm
Place: Mother of the Light Convent,
856 Tucker Rd Dartmouth

RSVP: Sr. Therese Maria by January 27 to 508-965-6945
Open to Women ages 18+.

Suggested donation for the Retreat Day: $50
Venmo @MaroniteServants

508-965-6945 maroniteservants.org

LLOUN US

3o b GREAT LENT:

ACCORDING TO OUR MARONITE
LITURGY, SAINTS & TRADITION

Maronite Faith Formation Sessions at 8pm:

WITH CELEBRANT
FR. CHRISTIAN HBAITER

February 19- First Pillar: Prayer
(Bishop Gregory Mansour)

February 26- Second Pillar: Fasting
(Fr. Rabih Aoun)

March 5- Third Pillar: Almsgiving
(Fr.Vincent Farhat)

To register scan

SCAN THE QR TO L]
LET US KNOW QR Code
'I'OU’IIE. COMING

Hosted by the Maronite Servants of
Christ the Light in conjunction with the
CHAPEL AT EMMANUEL COLLEGE St. Sharbel Spiritual Life Center.

EISNER ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 400 FENWAY, BOSTON, MA 02115
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i In the Footsteps of Mary: ﬁ
14 ‘Walking the Way of the Cross |

This one- day retreat is open to all women and will be led by
Johnnette Williams of the EW T’prz,'rrmrr Women of Grace.

\ Tfmuqf! reflection on our Blessed Mother and fer 2/
o accompaniment 1)‘ Christ d’urmq His Passion this retreat will serve b
N as a f}-mrrm!{y nounsﬁmJ way to enter into Great Lent. IS
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f(GRACE =

P Saturday, March 7" 2026 No

"k 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

§Saint Anthony of the Desert Maronite Churc >
° Saint Sharbel Maronite Center

o

Four Talks by Johnnette Williams
Maronite Morning Prayer at 9:15 AM and Liturgy at 4:00 PM
Continental Breakfast and Lunch provided 3

[m] e [w] :
153 Z] Donation $40.00
% Register online at https:/fwomenofgrace.com/fevents

or by calling St. Anthony of the Desert (508) 672 ‘1'653
4

HANDS OF

OUR LADY OF THE CEDARS CHURCH
NEW ENGLAND JAMAICA PLAINS, MA
OUR LADY OF LEBANON CHURCH
MID-ATLANTIC o
SAINT ELIAS CHURCH
SOUTH REGION e

cosTPERPERSON $4 5

GRADES 7-12 REGISTER ON OUR WEBSITE MYOEPARCHYSTMARON.ORG




Third Sunday of Great Lent: Sunday of Hemorrhaging Woman

Second Letter to the Corinthians 7:4-11

I often boast about you; I have great pride in you; I am filled with
consolation; I am overjoyed in all our affliction. For even when we
came into Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but we were afflicted in
every way disputes without and fears within. But God, who consoles
the downcast, consoled us by the arrival of Titus, and not only by his
coming, but also by the consolation with which he was consoled
about you, as he told us of your longing, your mourning, your zeal
for me, so that I rejoiced still more. For even if [ made you sorry
with my letter, I do not regret it (though I did regret it, for I see that I
grieved you with that letter, though only briefly). Now I rejoice, not
because you were grieved, but because your grief led to repentance;
for you felt a godly grief, so that you were not harmed in any way by
us. For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation and
brings no regret, but worldly grief produces death. For see what
earnestness this godly grief has produced in you, what eagerness to
clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing, what
zeal, what punishment! At every point you have proved yourselves
guiltless in the matter.

The Gospel according to Saint Luke 8:40-56
When Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him, for they were all
waiting for him. Just then there came a man named Jairus, a leader
of the synagogue. He fell at Jesus’ feet and begged him to come to
his house, for he had an only daughter, about twelve years old, who
was dying. As he went, the crowds pressed in on him. Now there
was a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve
years; and though she had spent all she had on physicians, no one
could cure her. She came up behind him and touched the fringe of
his clothes, and immediately her hemorrhage stopped. Then Jesus
asked, “Who touched me?’ When all denied it, Peter said, ‘Master,
the crowds surround you and press in on you.” But Jesus said,
‘Someone touched me; for I noticed that power had gone out from
e.” When the woman saw that she could not remain hidden, she
came trembling; and falling down before him, she declared in the
presence of all the people why she had touched him, and how she had
been immediately healed. He said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has
made you well; go in peace.” While he was still speaking, someone
came from the leader’s house to say, ‘Your daughter is dead; do not
trouble the teacher any longer.” When Jesus heard this, he replied,
‘Do not fear. Only believe, and she will be saved.” When he came to
the house, he did not allow anyone to enter with him, except Peter,
John, and James, and the child’s father and mother. They were all
weeping and wailing for her; but he said, ‘Do not weep; for she is not
dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him, knowing that she was
dead. But he took her by the hand and called out, ‘Child, get up!’
Her spirit returned, and she got up at once. Then he directed them to
give her something to eat. Her parents were astounded; but he
ordered them to tell no one what had happened.
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Fourth Sunday of Great Lent: Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Second Letter to the Corinthians 13: 5-13

Examine yourselves to see whether you are living in the faith. Test
yourselves. Do you not realize that Jesus Christ is in you? unless,
indeed, you fail to pass the test! I hope you will find out that we have
not failed. But we pray to God that you may not do anything wrong not
that we may appear to have passed the test, but that you may do what is
right, though we may seem to have failed. For we cannot do anything
against the truth, but only for the truth. For we rejoice when we are
weak and you are strong. This is what we pray for, that you may
become perfect. So I write these things while I am away from you, so
that when I come, I may not have to be severe in using the authority that
the Lord has given me for building up and not for tearing down.

Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my
appeal, agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and
peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the
saints greet you. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

The Gospel according to Saint Lukel5: 11-32

The Lord Jesus says: ‘There was a man who had two sons. The younger
of them said to his father, "Father, give me the share of the property that
will belong to me." So he divided his property between them. A few
days later the younger son gathered all he had and travelled to a distant
country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When
he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that
country, and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out
to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed
the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs
were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to
himself he said, "How many of my father’s hired hands have bread
enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and
go to my father, and I will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son;
treat me like one of your hired hands.” " So he set off and went to his
father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled
with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him.
Then the son said to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son." But the father
said to his slaves, "Quickly, bring out a robe the best one and put it on
him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted
calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!" And they began to
celebrate. ‘Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and
approached the house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of
the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, "Your brother has
come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him
back safe and sound." Then he became angry and refused to go in. His
father came out and began to plead with him. But he answered his
father, "Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for
you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never
given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends.
But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property
with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!" Then the father said
to him, "Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But
we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead
and has come to life; he was lost and has been found."
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Fifth Sunday Lent: Sunday of the Man who was Paralyzed

First Letter to Timothy 5:24-6: 5

The sins of some people are conspicuous and precede them to
judgement, while the sins of others follow them there. So also
good works are conspicuous; and even when they are not, they
cannot remain hidden. Let all who are under the yoke of slavery
regard their masters as worthy of all honor, so that the name of
God and the teaching may not be blasphemed. Those who have
believing masters must not be disrespectful to them on the ground
that they are members of the church; rather they must serve them
all the more, since those who benefit by their service are believers
and beloved. Teach and urge these duties. Whoever teaches
otherwise and does not agree with the sound words of our Lord
Jesus Christ and the teaching that is in accordance with godliness,
is conceited, understanding nothing, and has a morbid craving for
controversy and for disputes about words. From these come envy,
dissension, slander, base suspicions, and wrangling among those
who are depraved in mind and bereft of the truth, imagining that
godliness is a means of gain.

The Gospel according to Saint Mark 2:1-12

When Jesus returned to Capernaum after some days, it was
reported that he was at home. So many gathered around that
there was no longer room for them, not even in front of the door;
and he was speaking the word to them. Then some people came,
bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. And
when they could not bring him to Jesus because of the crowd,
they removed the roof above him; and after having dug through
it, they let down the mat on which the paralytic lay. When Jesus
saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are
forgiven.” Now some of the scribes were sitting there,
questioning in their hearts, “Why does this fellow speak in this
way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?’ At
once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were discussing these
questions among themselves; and he said to them, ‘Why do you
raise such questions in your hearts?

Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, "Your sins are forgiven",
or to say, "Stand up and take your mat and walk"? But so that
you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to
forgive sins’ he said to the paralytic ‘I say to you, stand up, take
your mat and go to your home.” And he stood up, and
immediately took the mat and went out before all of them; so that
they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, ‘We have never
seen anything like this!’
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Sixth Sunday of Lent: The Healing of the Blind Man

Second Letter to the Corinthians 10: 1-7

[ myself, Paul, appeal to you by the meekness and
gentleness of Christ I who am humble when face to
face with you, but bold towards you when I am
away!

I ask that when I am present I need not show
boldness by daring to oppose those who think we
are acting according to human standards.

Indeed, we live as human beings, but we do not
wage war according to human standards;

for the weapons of our warfare are not merely
human, but they have divine power to destroy
strongholds. We destroy arguments

and every proud obstacle raised up against the
knowledge of God, and we take every thought
captive to obey Christ.

We are ready to punish every disobedience when
your obedience is complete.

Look at what is before your eyes. If you are
confident that you belong to Christ, remind yourself
of this, that just as you belong to Christ, so also do
we.

The Gospel according to Saint Mark10: 46-52
They came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples
and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus
son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the
roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of
Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, ‘Jesus, Son
of David, have mercy on me!” Many sternly
ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more
loudly, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!” Jesus
stood still and said, ‘Call him here.” And they called
the blind man, saying to him, ‘Take heart; get up, he
is calling you.” So throwing off his cloak, he sprang
up and came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him,
‘What do you want me to do for you?’ The blind
man said to him, ‘My teacher, let me see again.’
Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your faith has made you
well.” Immediately he regained his sight and
followed him on the way.
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Hosanna Sunday

Letter to the Philippians 1: 1-13

Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints
in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and
deacons: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ. Ithank my God every time I
remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of
my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the
gospel from the first day until now.

I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work
among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus
Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you,
because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in
God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the
defense and confirmation of the gospel.

For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the
compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that
your love may overflow more and more with knowledge
and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that
on the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having
produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through
Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. I want you to
know, beloved, that what has happened to me has actually
helped to spread the gospel, so that it has become known
throughout the whole imperial guard and to everyone else
that my imprisonment is for Christ.

The Gospel according to Saint John12: 12-22

The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival
heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they took
branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting,
‘Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord the King of Israel!” Jesus found a young donkey and
sat on it; as it is written: ‘Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion.
Look, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” His
disciples did not understand these things at first; but when
Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things
had been written of him and had been done to him.

So the crowd that had been with him when he called
Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead
continued to testify. It was also because they heard that he
had performed this sign that the crowd went to meet him.
The Pharisees then said to one another, ‘You see, you can
do nothing. Look, the world has gone after him!” Now
among those who went up to worship at the festival were
some Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from
Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see
Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and
Philip went and told Jesus.
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