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 Date…………………
To whom it may concern

Reference: Tania van Schalkwyk

I have had the pleasure of working with Tania van Schalkwyk in a variety of ways over the past six years and know her to be an enthusiastic highly creative mind, a passionate, resourceful multi-skilled artist and a human being of great integrity.

Our professional work together began in 2004 when she became core member of And the Word was Woman Ensemble of women writers which I founded to bring established and emerging female performance poets together. During its highly successful 3 year lifespan this group performed at several high profile events including the first Cape Town International Book Fair, the Mother City Book Festival and in the South African National Parliament as well as facilitating creative writing workshops with aspirant writers and disadvantaged groups. Tania assisted with the Ensemble’s administration as well as directed their full-scale production SIRENity, for the 2006 Cape Town Festival’s Local Goes Vocal event.  Tania was an asset to this group and core contributor to its success, being instrumental in developing proposals for And the Word was Woman Ensemble to engage in further innovative long-term collaborations organizations such as The Mother tongue Project, Iziko Museums, and The Centre for the Book, targeting critical South African social issues such as the plight of the girl child, investigation of cultural identities and reclamation of indigenous heritage. 
As a prolific writer-poet and captivating performer, she has out-of-the-box approach to her craft that makes her an inspiring collaborator and insightful director. As Curator of the Badilisha! Poetry X-Change, it was a pleasure to support and witness her manifest Berceuse, a multi-lingual performance with two Congolese refugees living in Cape Town. Having lived and worked in several countries and artistic genre, Tania’s generosity in sharing her skills is matched by her willingness to learn from each encounter and context. She is self-motivated and highly disciplined, whether in her creative, academic or social activist pursuits. I was also proud to participate in Deep, the dynamic 2009 launch of her debut anthology Hyphen, just one fruit of excellence and beauty that emerged from her recent completion of her MA in creative writing and her ongoing literary education.
I would strongly recommend any level of support that would allow her the opportunity to further develop her personal and professional skills.

Sincerely,

Malika Ndlovu

