
Watertown Public Opinion - 11/03/2021 Page : A01

November 8, 2021 9:39 am (GMT -6:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2021 | THEPUBLICOPINION.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

SERVING THE GLACIAL LAKES REGION OF SOUTH DAKOTA AND MINNESOTA SINCE 1887

WATERTOWN

US still sells oil and gas leases

Regulators will analyze greenhouse gas
emissions from fossil fuels extracted
from government lands. 9A

WIFEEA-76001t
Volume 135 | No. 260
To subscribe 605-886-6901
©2021 $1.50

Weather

High 46° | Low 27°
Partly sunny. 
Forecast, 2A

Milbank Area, De Smet
ready for state semifinal
football playoff games
SPORTS, 1B

Climate: Biden administration launches
plan to reduce methane emissions. 5A

Watertown has been chosen as home to the first
Challenger Learning Center in South Dakota.

This interactive space-themed experience will en-
courage children and youth of all ages to explore the
wonders of science, technology, engineering and
mathematics.

The Challenger Learning Center is part of the Sis-
ters of Mother of God Monastery legacy project. They
have dedicated 25 acres of their land to become the
home to this hands-on, simulated learning adventure.

“This is something more than we could ever have
imagined,” said Sister Barb Younger of the monas-
tery. “It will serve the people of this region far beyond
our years on this earth.”

The 25 acres designated for the park is prairie land
that has been undisturbed by time and development.
It will not only be the site of the learning center, but
will also be home to the MARK II Voyager scaled solar
system. It's an educational model that will include 13
learning points that stretch more than 2,000 feet,
creating a sense of the vast distance between objects 

Visitors at the Challenger Learning Center will get the opportunity for hands-on, space-themed enrichment
activities. PHOTO PROVIDED

Challenger Learning Center, MARK
II Voyager coming to Watertown
Kerry Drager Watertown Public Opinion
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The wife of U.S. senator and former South Dakota
governor Mike Rounds has died.

Jean Rounds, 65, succumbed to sarcomacancer in
her Fort Pierre home Tuesday morning while sur-
rounded by loved ones, according to a release from
Rounds' office issued later in the day.

“The love of my life is with the Lord. No more treat-
ments. No more pain. Just peace. South Dakota knew
her as First Lady. We knew her as wife, daughter,
mom and grandma. She was everything to us," the
senator said in a statement Tuesday afternoon. "The
prayers and support we received throughout this bat-
tle were powerful and made a difference. We ask for
your continued prayer as we remember her life and
grieve together as a family.”

Jean Vedvei was born Oct. 4, 1956, and grew up on
a farm in Lake Preston. After graduating from Lake
Preston High School, she enrolled at South Dakota
State University, where she majored in office man-
agement. There, she met her future husband.

The two were married in 1978. She worked in state
government in Pierre, including at the State Planning
Bureau and the Department of Transportation, while
also raising four children.

Former SD 
first lady 
Jean Rounds
dies at 65

Mike and Jean Rounds stride into the convention
center at the Ramkota in Pierre amid cheers and
applause to give his victory speech after winning the
gubernatorial election in 2002. ARGUS LEADER FILE PHOTO 

Jonathan Ellis and Joe Sneve
Sioux Falls Argus Leader
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Two Sisseton men were sentenced for their roles in
the 2015 assault of a man who was abandoned in a re-
mote area of Dry Wood Lake in Roberts County.

Andrew Renville and Randall Pumpkinseed, both of
whom were 31 when they were charged in 2020, were
sentenced Monday by U.S. District Judge Charles B.
Kornmann at the federal courthouse in Aberdeen.

Renville was sentenced to 15 years in prison, fol-

lowed by three years of supervised release. He also
received credit for 260 days in custody. Pumpkinseed
was sentenced to 160 months in prison, or 13 years
and four months.

Both were ordered to pay a $100 special assess-
ment to the Federal Crime Victims Fund. Kornmann
deferred action on restitution for 60 days.

Both were sentenced as part of a plea agreement
that came with a jointly recommended sentence, 

Two involved in remote Roberts
County assault sent to prison
Elisa Sand Watertown Public Opinion
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Codington County will have its usual lineup of
snow-removal equipment on hand when the winter
arrives.

County commissioners voted 4-1 Tuesday to pur-
chase a 2022 Caterpillar 950M wheel loader from But-
ler Machinery of Sioux Falls at a cost of $267,012.

The loader’s true cost is $313,052.28, but the county
is receiving a trade allowance of $46,050 for a 2006
950H model that is currently down due to repairs.

Butler sweetened the deal by loaning the county a
similar 950 loader until repairs are completed, possi-
bly in two to weeks. Any additional repair costs the
county has to pay will be added to the trade value pro-
vided by Butler, thereby lowering the county’s pur-
chase price of the new model, which won’t be available
for delivery until after Jan. 1.

The purchase was made through Sourcewell, a gov-
ernment organization based in Staples, Minn., that as-
sists government, education and nonprofit groups by
soliciting competitive bids. Sourcewell is widely used
by the state.

What Sourcewell doesn’t provide is a list of bids
that weren’t accepted, and that particularly troubled
Commissioner Charlie Waterman, who wanted to de-
lay purchase of the loader until other bids could be ob-
tained by Highway Superintendent Rick Hartley.

“There are six different dealers in Sioux Falls (who
offer loaders). All of them are reputable,” Waterman
said. “I’d like to see this put up to an open bid.”

Commissioner Myron Johnson also had questions.
“When we use Sourcewell or whoever, when it's bid,

New loader for snow removal will cost county $267,000
J.T. Fey Special to Watertown Public Opinion

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SNOW, Page 5A



Watertown Public Opinion - 11/03/2021 Page : A08

November 8, 2021 9:39 am (GMT -6:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

8A | WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2021 | PUBLIC OPINION

and planets in our solar
system.

The overall cost of the
learning center and
Voyager solar system is
projected to be $10 mil-
lion. More information on
fundraising will be re-
leased later this month.

The Challenger Learn-
ing Center is not only
unique to South Dakota
but also surrounding
states. 

“There are 300 school
districts within 90 miles
from here. If you consider
just the middle schoolers,
there are 20,000 within

90 miles of Watertown.
That is a great impact,”
said Younger. “It is its
own non-profit, and it be-
longs to Watertown.”

Mike Cartney, presi-
dent of Lake Area Techni-
cal College, is a member
of the committee helping
to make the Challenger
Learning Center and
MARK II Voyager possible
at Harmony Hill.

“It’s a way to provide
young people the means
to develop a passion for
STEM careers and for
space flight,” said Cart-
ney.

The Challenger Learn-
ing Center will mimic the
moon landing, mission
control, shuttle launch,
life on the space station

and more. It is an evolv-
ing experience for visitors
that changes depending
on the child’s grade level
and if they had visited be-
fore.

“There are different
missions and learning
objectives per grade,”
said Cartney. “It also has
learning experiences for
adults and college-age
students.”

The learning center
will have a novelty side as
well as learning. For ex-
ample, a Valentine’s Day
surprise could be a date to
the moon.

“It has an entrepre-
neur side of things. It will
help show how much of
South Dakota industry
has in association with

STEM, specifically those
for space,” said Cartney.

Cartney said South
Dakota already plays a
significant role in making
advancements into space
possible. Raven Indus-
tries is one such industry
with manufacturing done
in South Dakota helping
to design and create com-
ponents used in the space
fleet. 

The inspiration
doesn’t stop with space-
themed industries. STEM
careers are a vital, ever-
changing industry in the
state. Inspiring students
to join STEM fields and
stay in South Dakota is
important to the con-
tinued growth and suc-
cess of many industries,

including agriculture. 
“It will help to get

young people energized,
and this falls right in
line with our mission
statement at LATC and
getting those technical
skills into South Dakota.
Will this bring more? I
sure hope so. With our
workforce shortage at a
critical point, this is not
only something that will
attract youth to stay in
South Dakota, but will
attract those from Min-
nesota, North Dakota
and Nebraska as well,”
said Cartney. 

Center
Continued from Page 1A

Retailers association
offers cash incentive
to lure workers

PIERRE – South Da-
kota has not been im-
mune to the labor short-
ages that are affecting
businesses nationwide.

That prompted the
South Dakota Retailers
Association to offer a
cash incentive of $1,000
to try to lure out-of-
state workers to fill jobs
at businesses that are
association members. 

The cash payout
would supplement any
hiring bonuses or other
incentives offered by an
individual business.

The first incentive in-
stallment of $500
would be paid after 90
consecutive days of em-
ployment in South Da-
kota, averaging at least
30 hours a week. The
second $500 will be
paid after 180 days of
employment, KOTA-TV
reported. 

“If we can take an in-
dividual who is a pri-
mary wage earner, and
we can have their
spouse, neighbor, fam-
ily member who is mov-
ing and coming along
with them to South Da-
kota, and we can get
them into a retail career,
than that is absolutely a
win for both parties,”
said Nathan Sanderson,
the association’s execu-
tive director. 

Sanderson said
workforce shortages
have affected South Da-
kota for years, and it is
something that the as-
sociation has worked to
fight for just as long.
However, the bonuses
are a new step for them.

Officials: Man found
dead near Rapid City
is homicide victim

RAPID CITY – The
man found dead in a
ditch in Pennington
County is the apparent
victim of a homicide,
according to sheriff’s
officials.

A passerby called
dispatchers Monday at
about 7 a.m. to report
finding a body along
Highway 16 near Rapid
City. An autopsy found
the manner of death is a
homicide, authorities
said. 

Officials have identi-
fied the victim as 24-
year-old Dhani Aronson
of Rapid City. 

The Pennington
County Sheriff’s Office,
the Rapid City Police
Department and the
South Dakota Division
of Criminal Investiga-
tion are conducting a
joint investigation.

No further informa-
tion was available. 

Three killed in
head-on crash in
Beadle County

WOLSEY – Three
people have died in a
weekend crash in east-
ern South Dakota.

According to the
state Highway Patrol,
two SUVs collided head-
on Saturday afternoon
on Highway 14 in Beadle
County. A preliminary
investigation indicated
a 40-year-old man driv-
ing a Chevy Tahoe
crossed the center line
and struck a Toyota
Rav4 southeast of Wol-
sey, the patrol said. 

The Tahoe driver, the
55-year-old woman
driving Rav4 and a 78-
year-old passenger in
her vehicle were killed
in the crash. The vic-
tims have not been
identified. 

All three were pro-
nounced dead at the
scene of the crash. The
patrol said all were
wearing seat belts.

Associated Press

STATE NEWS


