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   MESSAGE FROM THE AUTHOR   

 

I am honored to present to you the latest edition of the PubAdPedia Magazine for 

UPSC CSE. As the author of this edition, I am excited to share with you some of the 

latest updates and insights in the field of public administration. I have endeavored to 

bring you ”insightful articles, analysis, and the most crucial linkage between content 

(current affairs) and context (static theory/thinkers) on various topics related to the 

public administration optional for civil services examination. 

Our aim is to equip you with the knowledge and analytical skills that you need to 

succeed in the UPSC CSE exam and beyond. The articles and features in this 

magazine have been carefully curated to reflect the latest trends and developments 

in the field of public administration, and we hope that they will be both informative 

and engaging. 

As an author, I am always keen to hear from my readers, and I would be delighted to 

receive your feedback on the content of this magazine. Please feel free to write to us 

with your comments, suggestions, or queries, and we will do our best to respond in a 

timely and helpful manner. 

Finally, I would like to express my sincere hope that this edition of the PubAdPedia  

Magazine will serve as a valuable resource for all those who are preparing for public 

administration optional. I am confident that you will find much to learn and 

appreciate in these pages. 

 
Rahul Shakya 
NET-JRF Holder (Public Administration) 
University Gold Medalist (Mechanical Engineering) 
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   WORDS OF APPRECIATION 

              
Being a student of Masters of public administration from Jamia Milia 

Islamia and having a deep interest in subject, initially current affairs 

Identification and Interlinking was not a challenge for me. 

But later on, it became difficult for me to actively Identify and Interlink 

topics in limited TIME. 

Coincidentally, when time management for optional current affairs become 

a bit difficult, You launched the PubAdPedia Magazine Initiative. I was 

already aware of your credibility in field of Public Administration because 

of Daily Answer Writing Initiative that I had joined in 2019. So it was an 

easy decision for me to try the  PubAdpedia Magazines. 

As I have already told you in my earlier feedbacks, the Flowcharts ( "फूल 

पते्त" diagrams, that i used to call them) where you interlink current affairs 

with static theory/thinkers was really helpful. This Rahul-Factor is the USP 

of your magazine, but I believe it is going to be the TSP for Aspirants (Time 

Saving PubAdpedia). 

 

My best wishes to you and your initiatives for the aspirant community! 

 

Mehak Jain 

Rank 17, CSE 2021 
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https://www.youtube.com/c/GSWithRahul/


5 
 

Telegram Channel Link: https://t.me/pubadpedia 
Telegram Group Link: https://t.me/pubadpedia_official 
YouTube Channel Link: https://www.youtube.com/c/GSWithRahul/  

  WORDS OF APPRECIATION 

                                               

Recent trends of UPSC Public Administration optional paper clearly indicates 

that giving recent current linkages and examples can significantly boost one's 

marks in the optional. 

 

But unfortunately there is lack of such regular Public Administration specific 

current affairs collection and quality presentation or linkages. Due to time and 

other constraints aspirants can't do a comprehensive study and brainstorming 

for this aspect. 

 

But fortunately I have seen Your PubAdpedia magazines as a good effort in 

that direction. Your efforts can really aid serious aspirants’ preparation in a 

positive manner and save much of the valuable time.  

 

Your basics and understanding of the subject is quite profound and enriching. 

The flow chart based easy explanation and linking things with static syllabus 

like thinkers etc is a good approach of your magazine. This can be of good help 

for freshers as well as seniors alike. 

 

Also I liked your noble intentions of providing the magazine access to poor 

deserving aspirants free of cost. This shows goodness of your heart and is in 

sync with my core belief of #Sharing_is_Caring ! 

 

I wish all my best wishes to you and the PubAdPedia magazine. I hope the 

magazine and your efforts get a rightful top place soon.  

 

God Bless You!             
 

Vijay Wardhan Sarswat        

I.P.S. (CSE 2018) 

I.A.S. (CSE 2020) 

https://t.me/pubadpedia
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  WORDS OF APPRECIATION 

 

                                                        

Dear Rahul, 

This is to extend my congratulations on the wonderful unique initiative, PubAdPedia 

Magazines. You are one of the most well known & reliable faces in the online world 

of CSE guidance. This is a feat in itself, given how cut throat the field is. Only 

genuinely good content and honest advices can attract aspirants today. You’ve 

proved your mettle there with your GS & Public Administration videos. 

What stands out about PubAdPedia Magazines is that it fills the crucial gap of 

linking syllabus topics with current affairs. This not only gives one easy marks but 

also improves understand of topics for those not so ‘straight’ Pub Ad questions.  

Everyone who has prepared for this optional knows the importance of linkages & 

examples. This was a dire need left unfulfilled till now. When one prepares current 

topics from a GS point of view, it needs a lot of extra effort to segregate & link them 

with Public administration topics. Because of redundancy of effort and paucity of 

time (always a case with upsc aspirants), they end of skipping it. PubAdPedia does 

that for you. 

Your magazine is the answer to the question why public administration seems easy 

but doesn’t fetch marks! 

 

I’m sure PubAdPedia will make the UPSC path easy for all aspirants with Public 

Administration optional. 

Keep coming up with great content that helps aspirants across sections.  

 

My best wishes. 

 

An ardent follower of your content. 

 

Prashasti      
Rank 413, CSE 2017  

https://t.me/pubadpedia
https://www.youtube.com/c/GSWithRahul/
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1. INTRODUCTION      
 

 Hirschman Model of Exit, Voice and Loyalty 

#TH 
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Model The Hirschman Model of Exit, 
Voice, and Loyalty is a 
framework introduced by 
economist Albert Hirschman 
in his 1970 book "Exit, Voice, 
and Loyalty: Responses to 
Decline in Firms, 
Organizations, and States". 
The model describes three 
types of response by 
individuals or groups to 
declining performance or 
dissatisfaction with a service 
or product: 
 
Exit: This is when individuals 
or groups choose to leave the 
service or product, often in 
favor of a competitor. 
 
Voice: This is when individuals 
or groups choose to raise their 
concerns and try to bring 
about change from within the 
system, such as complaining 
to the service provider or 
participating in reforms. 
 
Loyalty: This is when 
individuals or groups choose 
to continue to support the 
service or product despite 
their dissatisfaction, often out 
of a sense of obligation, duty, 
or attachment. 
 
 

Analysis for Public In the context of public 

https://t.me/pubadpedia
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Administration administration, the Hirschman 
Model can be applied to the 
choices that citizens make 
regarding their involvement 
with government institutions 
and services.  
For example, a citizen may 
choose to exit by opting for 
private services instead of 
public ones, voice their 
concerns to elected officials, 
or remain loyal to the 
government despite its 
shortcomings. 
 
The model highlights the 
importance of both exit and 
voice mechanisms in ensuring 
accountability and 
responsiveness of 
government institutions, as 
well as the role of loyalty in 
maintaining stability and 
continuity. The public choice 
approach in public 
administration, which 
emphasizes the importance of 
individual self-interest in 
shaping government policies 
and outcomes, is closely 
related to the Hirschman 
Model as it also considers the 
choices made by citizens and 
other stakeholders. 
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2. ADMINISTRATIVE THINKERS      
 

 Judicial Majoritarianism and Judicial Hunches in Decision Making 
#TheHindu 

 

 

Context As the recent majority 
judgment of the Supreme 
Court on demonetisation 
comes under criticism, the 
minority judgment by J. 
Nagarathna is being hailed for 
its challenge to the RBI’s 
institutional acquiescence to 
the Central government. This 
questions our blind acceptance 
of numerical majorities in 

https://t.me/pubadpedia
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judicial decision-making. 
 

What is judicial 
majoritarianism? 

As opposed to standard 
matters heard by Division 
Benches consisting of two 
judges, numerical majorities 
are of particular importance to 
cases which involve a 
substantial interpretation of 
constitutional provisions. In 
such cases, Constitutional 
Benches, consisting of five or 
more judges, are set up in 
consonance with Article 145(3) 
of the Constitution. Such 
Benches usually consist of five, 
seven, nine, 11 or even 13 
judges. This is done to 
facilitate decision-making by 
ensuring numerical majorities 
in judicial outcomes. The 
requirement for a majority 
consensus flows from Article 
145(5) of the Constitution 
which states that no judgment 
in such cases can be delivered 
except with the concurrence of 
a majority of the judges but 
that judges are free to deliver 
dissenting judgments or 
opinions. 
 

What is at the heart of the 
debate? 

As opposed to representatives 
of the people in legislatures 
who may act on hunches or 
popular perception, judges are 
experts of law and are aware 
of the arguments for and 
against the impugned matter. 
Given the same, Jeremy 

https://t.me/pubadpedia
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Waldron questions why is it 
that the judges too have to 
resort to head counting in 
order to resolve 
disagreements amongst 
judges.  
 
All judges on a particular 
Bench give their rulings on the 
same set of arguments and 
written submissions. In light of 
the same, any differences in 
judicial decisions can be 
attributed to a difference in 
either the methodology 
adopted and the logic applied 
by the judges, or, as proffered 
by the legal realists such as 
Jerome Frank, upon their own 
‘judicial hunches’ which may 
be an outcome of their 
subjective experiences, 
outlook, and biases. In such 
circumstances, it is entirely 
possible that the majority may 
fall into either methodological 
fallacies and errors or be 
limited by their ‘judicial hunch’ 
respectively. 
 

History Our Constitutional history is 
replete with such meritorious 
dissents. The dissenting 
opinion of Justice H.R. Khanna 
in A.D.M. Jabalpur v. Shivkant 
Shukla (1976) upholding the 
right to life and personal 
liberty even during situations 
of constitutional 
exceptionalism is a prime 

https://t.me/pubadpedia
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example. Another example is 
the dissenting opinion of 
Justice Subba Rao in the 
Kharak Singh v. State of U.P. 
(1962) case upholding the right 
to privacy which received the 
judicial stamp of approval in 
the K.S. Puttaswamy v. UOI 
(2017) case.  
 
Moreover, the rate of dissent 
itself is subject to influences. 
To exemplify, Yogesh Pratap 
Singh, Afroz Alam, and, Akash 
Chandra Jauhari (2016) found 
that the rate of judicial dissent 
at the height of the Emergency 
in 1976 was a mere 1.27% as 
opposed to 10.52% in 1980. 
The study also found that the 
rate of dissent where the Chief 
Justice was a part of the Bench 
was lower than in those cases 
where the Chief Justice was 
not on the Bench. Such 
situations call into question 
the efficiency and desirability 
of head-counting procedures 
for a judicial determination on 
questions of national and 
constitutional importance. 
 

What is the gap in our 
understanding? 

Ronald Dworkin proffers a 
system which may either give 
more weightage to the vote of 
senior judges given that they 
have more experience or to 
the junior judges as they may 
represent popular opinion 
better. Such alternatives, 

https://t.me/pubadpedia
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however, can only be explored 
once we identify and question 
the rationales which underlie 
head-counting in judicial 
decision-making. The absence 
of a critical discourse on 
judicial majoritarianism 
represents one of the most 
fundamental gaps in our 
knowledge regarding the 
functioning of our Supreme 
Court. As pending 
Constitutional Bench matters 
are listed for hearing, we must 
reflect upon the arguments of 
judicial majoritarianism on the 
basis of which these cases are 
to be decided. 

 

#PubAdPedia_Analysis 

Merits of using 
majoritarianism in decision 
making 

1.Efficiency: Majoritarianism can lead 

to quicker decision-making as it avoids 

prolonged discussions and debates. In 

situations where time is of the 

essence, majoritarianism can be an 

effective approach. 

2.Representativeness: 
Majoritarianism can be a way of 
ensuring that decisions are made by 
the majority and, therefore, represent 
the views and interests of the largest 
number of people. 
 
3.Simplicity: Majoritarianism is a 
straightforward approach to decision-
making. It requires a simple vote or 
tally to determine the majority 
opinion. This simplicity can make it an 

https://t.me/pubadpedia
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attractive option for groups who want 
to avoid complex decision-making 
processes. 
 
4.Accountability: Majoritarianism can 
increase accountability as the majority 
is responsible for the outcome of the 
decision. This can be helpful in 
situations where there is a need to 
assign responsibility and ensure that 
actions are taken. 
 
5.Stability: Majoritarianism can lead 
to stable decision-making as it 
provides a clear mandate for action. 
This stability can be important in 
situations where uncertainty or 
instability is a concern 
 

Demerits of using 
majoritarianism in decision 
making 

1.Tyranny of the majority: The 

biggest criticism of majoritarianism is 

that it can lead to the tyranny of the 

majority, where the majority group 

makes decisions that are detrimental 

to the interests of minority groups. 

This can lead to feelings of 

marginalization and 

disenfranchisement among minority 

groups. 

2.Lack of consensus: Majoritarian 
decision-making can lead to a lack of 
consensus among stakeholders. If 
decisions are made solely based on 
the will of the majority, then the 
minority groups may feel alienated 
and unrepresented, and the decision 
may not be fully accepted or 
implemented. 
 

https://t.me/pubadpedia
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3.Polarization: Majoritarianism can 
lead to polarization and a lack of 
compromise. When decisions are 
made purely based on the will of the 
majority, there may be a tendency to 
ignore the needs and concerns of 
minority groups, which can 
exacerbate existing social and political 
divisions. 
 
4.Overlooks individual rights: In 
majoritarianism, individual rights can 
be overlooked in favor of the will of 
the majority. This can lead to 
violations of civil liberties and human 
rights. 
 
5.Limited creativity: Majoritarianism 
can limit creativity and innovation 
because decisions are made based on 
what is popular or conventional. This 
can stifle new ideas and perspectives 
that may be valuable to the decision-
making process. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PYQ 2015

• As March and Simon point out, there seems to 
exist a ‘Gresham’s Law’ of decision-making.” 
Explain.
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 Khula Certificate and Riggs Prismatic Society  

#TH 

Note- Riggs is important theme for UPSC. 

 

 

Meaning of Khula Khula is a practice of Muslim personal 

law that allows a Muslim woman to 

seek a divorce from her husband by 

returning the dower or gift received 

from him at the time of marriage. The 

concept of khula can be related to 

Riggs’ theory of prismatic society. 

 
Riggs' theory of prismatic society Riggs' theory of prismatic society 

states that modern societies are 
characterized by a multiplicity of 
social and cultural groups that coexist 
with each other in the same space. 
These groups have their own cultural 
norms and values, and they often 
clash with each other. This creates a 
situation of social complexity and 
conflict. 
 

https://t.me/pubadpedia
https://www.youtube.com/c/GSWithRahul/


18 
 

Telegram Channel Link: https://t.me/pubadpedia 
Telegram Group Link: https://t.me/pubadpedia_official 
YouTube Channel Link: https://www.youtube.com/c/GSWithRahul/  

@Pubadpedia_ Linkage In the case of khula, the practice 
allows Muslim women to seek a 
divorce from their husbands, which 
goes against the traditional patriarchal 
norms of Muslim society. This creates 
a conflict between the traditional 
norms and the modern legal norms 
that allow women to seek a divorce. 
 
The prismatic nature of society is 
reflected in the way that the practice 
of khula is perceived by different 
groups in society. Traditionalists may 
view khula as a threat to the 
traditional norms of Muslim society, 
while modernists may see it as a 
necessary step towards gender 
equality. 
 
Overall, the practice of khula can be 
seen as an example of how traditional 
norms and modern legal norms can 
come into conflict in a prismatic 
society. It also highlights the 
importance of recognizing the diverse 
cultural and social groups in society 
and finding ways to accommodate 
their needs and values. 
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3. ORGANISATION 

 
 Co-Regulation 
#TheHindu 
Note- UPSC used to ask creative questions under “Regulation”. So here we goes! 
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Why in News? Refer above! 

  
The new OTT regulations in India 
introduced in 2021 require OTT 
platforms to have a grievance 
redressal mechanism, which includes 
the appointment of a grievance 
redressal officer, a self-regulatory 
body headed by a retired judge or an 
eminent person, and an oversight 
mechanism by the Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting. The 
self-regulatory body will be 
responsible for classifying content and 
addressing complaints. 
 

What is Co- Regulation? 
 

Co-regulation is a regulatory approach 
in which the government collaborates 
with the industry to regulate a 
particular sector. In the case of new 
OTT regulations in India, co-regulation 
refer to the partnership between the 
government and the industry to 
regulate the content on OTT (Over-
The-Top) platforms. 
 

How Co- Regulation is different from 
Self-regulation? 
 

Co-regulation is different from self-
regulation in that it involves a 
partnership between the government 
and the industry. While self-regulation 
is an approach in which the industry 
regulates itself, co-regulation involves 
government oversight and 
collaboration with industry 
stakeholders. 
Under co-regulation, the industry is 
responsible for developing and 
implementing standards and 
regulations, while the government 
provides oversight and support. The 

https://t.me/pubadpedia
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partnership allows for more effective 
regulation as the industry has the 
expertise to develop standards that 
are practical and effective, while the 
government provides the necessary 
oversight to ensure compliance with 
standards and regulations. 
Overall, co-regulation provides a 
collaborative and proactive approach 
to regulating the content on OTT 
platforms, ensuring that the industry 
operates within a legal and ethical 
framework while protecting the rights 
of viewers. 
 

 

 

Fig. Co-Regulation and Thinkers <R-Factor> 

 

 

 

Charles 
Lindblom

•Lindblom, a political scientist, advocated for a "muddling through" approach to 
policy-making, which emphasized incremental change and collaboration 
between stakeholders. He argued that co-regulation was a necessary part of this 
approach, as it allowed for the involvement of diverse interests in the policy-
making process.

Amitai 
Etzioni

•Etzioni, a sociologist, developed the concept of "responsive regulation," which 
emphasized the need for regulators to work collaboratively with regulated 
entities to achieve shared goals. He argued that co-regulation was a more 
effective approach than traditional "command and control" regulation, as it 
allowed for greater flexibility and adaptability. The basic principle of responsive 
regulation is that regulators should be responsive to the culture, conduct and 
context of those they seek to regulate when deciding whether a more or less 
interventionist response is needed.
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4. ACCOUNTABILITY & CONTROL 
 

 Role of Foreign Media in ensuring accountability 

#TheHindu 

  

Positive Role of Foreign Media  
 

1. Independent reporting: Foreign 
media organizations often have 
the resources and freedom to 
report on issues that may not 
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be covered by local media 
outlets due to government 
censorship or other restrictions. 
By providing independent 
reporting and analysis, foreign 
media can help to uncover 
corruption and other forms of 
wrongdoing, and hold 
governments and institutions 
accountable for their actions. 

2. Global perspective: Foreign 
media can provide a global 
perspective on local issues, 
which can help to place them in 
a broader context and highlight 
their significance in the 
international community. This 
can put pressure on 
governments and institutions to 
address issues that may have 
been overlooked or ignored by 
local media or authorities. 

3. Exposure of human rights 
abuses: Foreign media can 
expose human rights abuses 
and other forms of injustice 
that may be taking place in a 
country. This can help to bring 
attention to these issues and 
put pressure on governments 
and institutions to take action 
to address them. 

4. Protection of journalists: 
Foreign media organizations can 
provide protection and support 
to local journalists who may 
face harassment, intimidation, 
or violence for their reporting. 
This can help to ensure that 
journalists are able to continue 
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their important work of holding 
those in power accountable. 

 

Negative role of Foreign 
Media 

1. Cultural insensitivity: Foreign 
media may lack an 
understanding of local customs, 
values, and beliefs, and may 
inadvertently offend or 
misrepresent local communities 
in their reporting. This can lead 
to mistrust and a breakdown in 
communication between 
foreign media and local 
populations. 

2. Biased reporting: Foreign 
media may bring their own 
biases and perspectives to their 
reporting, which can lead to a 
distortion of the facts or a 
misrepresentation of local 
issues. This can contribute to 
misunderstandings and can 
undermine the credibility of 
foreign media outlets. 

3. Neocolonialism: Some critics 
argue that the presence of 
foreign media can reinforce 
neocolonial power dynamics, in 
which foreign actors maintain a 
dominant role in shaping 
narratives and influencing local 
politics. This can be perceived 
as a threat to national 
sovereignty and can undermine 
local efforts to address 
accountability and governance 
issues. 

4. Security concerns: The 
presence of foreign media can 
also raise security concerns, as 
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local authorities may view their 
reporting as a threat to national 
security or stability. This can 
lead to harassment, 
intimidation, or even violence 
against foreign journalists, as 
well as local journalists who are 
associated with them. 

 
 

 

 

 

 Charge-Sheet Scrutiny 

#TheHindu 

Note- Refer to previous editions for linking RTI with theory and 

thinkers!! 
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Context The Supreme Court has ruled 
that a charge sheet filed 
against an accused in a 
criminal case is not a ‘public 
document’ under the ambit of 
the Right to Information Act 
2005 or the Indian Evidence 
Act. 

Arguments “in favour” - Why 
such decision? 

In the Court’s view, the charge 

sheet is different from the FIR. It 

cannot be shared with anyone other 

than the accused and the victim. A 

charge sheet is a comprehensive 

account of the crime in question. 

It has vital information such as a list 

of prosecution witnesses and 

documents in support of the 

investigating officer’s conclusions. 

The details contained in these 

documents even before a trial begins 

would be detrimental to the accused 

and the victim. 

 

Arguments “against” - Why sharing a 
charge sheet with the public on 
demand is very much in order? 
 

Earlier Judgement = Youth Bar 
Association of India vs Union of India 
(2016) - It directed that the First 
Information Report (FIR) should be on 
the relevant investigating agency’s 
website within 24 hours of its 
registration for public perusal and 
appropriate action. 

➢ FIR vs chargesheet - But now 
the SC differentiated the 
chargesheet from the FIR 
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stating that the latter had vital 
information such as a list of 
prosecution witnesses. 

The prospect of critical analysis by a 
rank outsider has the potential to 
enhance the soundness of an 
investigation and prevent tendentious 
prosecution against innocent 
individuals not based on facts. 

It is well known that some 
investigations are malicious and 
prejudiced due to extraneous 
considerations. 

A trial court will actually benefit from 
outsider scrutiny of the prosecution 
case if a charge sheet is made 
available to the lay public. 

It is a wake-up call to all investigating 
agencies, including the Central Bureau 
of Investigation, which have often 
been assailed by courts for delays in 
filing a charge sheet or for the poor 
quality of investigation. 

Court scrutiny is a good feature in 
India’s criminal justice system that 
reasonably ensures that false 
prosecution of an innocent individual 
is only an aberration and not a rule. 

A chance for well-meaning members 
of the public to study a charge sheet, 
at least in important cases before a 
trial begins, will only ensure 
that prospects of loosely framed 
charge sheets will be fewer in 
number. 
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5. DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION 

 

 Fall of Vikasvaad – Centralization  

#TheIE 

Note the highlighted initiatives !! 
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6. FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION 

 Goldilocks on Fiscal Deficit 

#TheHindu 
Note- Goldilock is middle path. Use it everywhere from GS1 to GS4 to 
PubAd to Life! 

 

 

 

Meaning The term "Goldilocks on fiscal 
deficit" refers to the idea that 
a government's fiscal deficit 
should not be too high or too 
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low, but rather it should be 
just right.  
In other words, the fiscal 
deficit should be at a level that 
is sustainable and supports 
economic growth without 
risking high inflation or 
excessive debt. This idea 
suggests that there is an 
optimal level of fiscal deficit 
that allows the government to 
finance its spending priorities, 
while also maintaining the 
stability of the economy. It is a 
balance between spending and 
revenues that ensures that the 
government can meet its 
obligations and maintain 
financial stability. 

How Goldilock approach can 
be applied in different aspects 
of public administration? 
 
#BeyondTheWriteUp 

1.Budgeting: The Goldilocks approach 

can be applied to budgeting by finding 

the right balance between spending 

too much and too little. If too much 

money is spent, there may be budget 

deficits and financial instability, while 

too little spending may result in 

inadequate funding for critical public 

services. A balanced budget that 

meets the needs of citizens without 

compromising fiscal stability is the 

goal. 

2.Regulation: In regulation, the 
Goldilocks approach means finding 
the right balance between too much 
and too little regulation. Too much 
regulation can stifle economic growth 
and innovation, while too little 
regulation can result in environmental 
and public health risks. An effective 
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regulatory system finds the sweet 
spot between these extremes, 
providing protection while allowing 
for growth. 
 
3.Public Services: The Goldilocks 
approach can also be applied to public 
services by finding the right level of 
service delivery. Too much service 
delivery may lead to wastage of 
resources, while too little service 
delivery may lead to dissatisfaction 
among citizens. Public services should 
be delivered at an optimal level that 
meets the needs of citizens while 
remaining cost-effective. 
 
4.Decision Making: In decision making, 
the Goldilocks approach means 
finding the right balance between 
autocratic decision-making and 
participative decision-making. 
Autocratic decision-making may result 
in unilateral decisions that do not 
consider diverse perspectives, while 
participative decision-making may 
lead to indecisiveness and lack of 
accountability. The optimal approach 
is to strike a balance between these 
two extremes, incorporating different 
viewpoints while maintaining the 
ability to make timely decisions. 
 
5.Human Resource Management: The 
Goldilocks approach can be applied in 
HR management to strike a balance 
between overstaffing and 
understaffing. 
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 Off-Budget borrowings – a State wise look 

#TheHindu 
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 Audit Data Standardisation 

#TheHinduBusinessLine #Outlook 

Context CAG Girish Chandra Murmu 
underlined the need for adopting 
'Audit Data Standards' to the 
Government, which will help not only 
policymakers and executives, but the 
auditors in carrying out digital audits.  
 
In order to have an overview on the 
theme 'Responsible AI', especially in 
the context of India, the CAG hosted a 
seminar inviting eminent personalities 
to speak and share their expertise on 
the subject. 
 
The CAG said that such standards will 
ensure that the data/information 
maintained by various departments 
and agencies can be seamlessly 
organised for better analysis. 

Lack of audit standardization  Large volumes of data collected by 
different government agencies and 
departments are not shared, even 
among the departments.  
 
The data shared is often not available 
in a machine-readable format.  
 
It cannot be integrated with data from 
other sources to help develop multi-
dimensional insights.  
 
There is over-reliance on data 
collection through surveys. These are 
released at a considerable lag, which 
diminishes their usefulness  
 
There is a considerable lack of 
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awareness regarding currently 
available data sources. 

Other Issues Lack of independence: Auditors in 

India are often not completely 

independent, as they are appointed 

by the companies they are auditing. 

This can lead to conflicts of interest 

and compromises in the quality of the 

audit. The appointment of CAG is not 

upholding the federalism principle. 

Limited scope: The current audit 
system in India is primarily focused on 
financial reporting and accounting, 
with limited emphasis on other 
important areas such as corporate 
governance, risk management, and 
sustainability. 
 
Poor quality: The quality of audits in 
India has been called into question in 
recent years due to several high-
profile financial scandals, such as the 
fraud at Punjab National Bank and 
Infrastructure Leasing & Financial 
Services. This has raised concerns 
about the competence and ethics of 
auditors in India. 
 
Chaotic accounts of state companies: 
Out of about 900 State government 
companies, the Annual Accounts of 
about 700 companies are in arrears 
for periods as long as ten to twelve 
years. 
 
Regulatory oversight: The regulatory 
oversight of auditors in India is also 
weak, with limited powers and 
resources to enforce compliance and 
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investigate potential violations. This 
has allowed some auditors to operate 
with impunity, despite questionable 
practices. 
 
Limited competition: The audit market 
in India is dominated by a few large 
firms, which limits competition and 
can lead to a lack of innovation and 
diversity in auditing practices. 
 
Limited liability: Auditors in India also 
face limited liability for their actions, 
which can reduce their incentives to 
conduct rigorous and independent 
audits. This has also led to a lack of 
accountability for auditors in cases of 
financial fraud or misreporting. 
 
No Powers to Enforce Audit Findings: 
While the audit notices a systematic 
violation of law, rules, and regulations 
by departmental officers, it is unable 
to take effective action to prevent 
them. 
 

Ways for Data standardization and 
evidence-based decision making 
#Vision_IAS_Feb2023 

Data integration and quality 
assurance: Most of the administrative 
and survey data are generated at the 
state level.  

➢ It is recommended that after 
going through the process of 
quality assurance, where 
discrepancies are removed, and 
formats are standardized, the 
data should be integrated into a 
state data repository.  

➢ Here, the implementation of 
the Draft National Data 
Governance Framework Policy 
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for modernisation of data 
collection and management can 
be fast tracked.  

 
Interoperability of data: Enable data 
sharing in real-time through 
Application Programming Interfaces 
(API) between data stored across 
different databases and across 
ministries in a central location for easy 
access by the public.  
 
Adoption of technology: Both 
administrative and survey data need 
to be collected in digital formats 
across various sectors in real time to 
move from paper-based to digitally 
driven operations.  
 
Localisation of Data: Ensure 
availability of data at a more granular 
level – village/block/district.  
 
Role of tertiary big data: For better 
governance and evidence-based 
policymaking, it is recommended that 
tertiary big data collected by private 
third parties should be used.  
 
Skill development and restructuring: 
Data scientists with multiple skills in 
the areas of statistics, analytics, 
computer science, and programming 
should be incorporated into the Indian 
government. 
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7. PERSONNEL ADMINISTRATION 
 

 Social Media Rules for Police @ UP 

#TheIE 

                   

Context The Uttar Pradesh Police has issued a 
new social media policy called Social 
Media Police-2023 for its three lakh 
police personnel.  
 
The policy outlines dos and don'ts for 
the police on social media.  
 

Key Features of Social Media Police-
2023 

According to the policy, police 
personnel are not allowed to use 
personal social media accounts during 
duty hours.  
 
Uploading reels or videos in police 
uniform during or after duty hours is 
also banned.  
 
Uploading videos or reels of police 
drills, conversations with 
complainants, or revealing the identity 
of rape victims or juvenile offenders 
on social media is not allowed.  
 
Police personnel have to seek 
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permission from their superiors to 
conduct or take part in webinars, 
lectures, or classes.  
 
They are also not allowed to comment 
on government policies, programs, 
political parties, personalities, or 
ideologies on social media.  
 
Police personnel cannot join or create 
a WhatsApp group or page that is 
against the police department or 
government or is created in the name 
of caste, community, or regionalism.  
 
They cannot post photos with any 
person who is involved in criminal or 
anti-social activities. Photos or videos 
of accused persons can be posted only 
after blurring their faces.  
 
If police personnel post anything 
online, it must come with the 
disclaimer that it represents their 
personal views and has nothing to do 
with the police force. 
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8. PUBLIC POLICY 
 

 “Skin in the game” approach  

#TheHindu 

 

 

 

 

Context Refer to Article 
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The "skin in the game" approach 

 

The "skin in the game" approach is a 
concept that suggests that individuals 
or entities should have a personal 
stake or risk involved in a decision, 
activity, or outcome, rather than 
relying solely on external incentives or 
consequences. In other words, people 
who have "skin in the game" have 
something to lose if things go wrong 
and something to gain if things go 
right. Eg- Employees Stock Option 
Plan (ESOP)  

Nassim Nicholas Taleb: The author 
and risk analyst Nassim Nicholas Taleb 
is perhaps the most famous advocate 
of the "skin in the game" approach in 
recent times. He argues that 
individuals should not be able to 
benefit from risky decisions without 
also sharing in the downside risks. He 
believes that this would encourage 
more responsible decision-making, 
and reduce the likelihood of 
catastrophic failures. 

 

How to navigate "skin in the game" 
approach and "conflicts of interest" 
in administration? 

Disclose COI and maintain 
transparency,  high ethical standards!! 

ThinkersConnection -  

 

Peter Drucker: The management guru 
Peter Drucker believed that managers 
should have a financial stake in their 
organizations, as this would motivate 
them to make better decisions. He 
argued that having "skin in the game" 
would encourage managers to focus 
on the long-term health of their 
organizations, rather than short-term 
gains. 
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9. PHILOSOPHICAL & CONSTITUTIONAL  FRAMEWORK OF 

GOVERNMENT 
 

 North Star of Democracy = Parliament 

#TheHindu 

Note the Jargon!! 

 

 

https://t.me/pubadpedia
https://www.youtube.com/c/GSWithRahul/


42 
 

Telegram Channel Link: https://t.me/pubadpedia 
Telegram Group Link: https://t.me/pubadpedia_official 
YouTube Channel Link: https://www.youtube.com/c/GSWithRahul/  

 
  Fig. PhD on “Parliament” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The heartbeat of democracy

The engine of democracy

The cornerstone of democracy

The pulse of democracy

The temple of democracy

The citadel of democracy
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 Protect the Little Man in Democracy  
#TheHindu 
 

 

 

Summary Philosophical Frameworks-  
1. Constitutional morality is not a natural 
sentiment. It has to be cultivated. We must realize 
that our people have yet to learn it. Democracy in 
India is only a top dressing on Indian soil, which 
is essentially undemocratic.” 
 
2. State exist for the individual rather than the 
individual for the State...At least let us try to bring 
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about this empire of the spirit in our own political 
institutions.  
 
Message for Judiciary-  
judiciary needs to innovate to stop 
the luring of elected MLAs, in order to protect the 
power of the “little man” in a democracy, as Sir 
Winston Churchill described it. 
 
Message for Opposition -  
1. Biswanath Das felt that 
the “opposition is a necessary evil and that the 
function of the opposition is to give the party in 
power full work”. 
2. Healthy Opposition 
improve the welfare of the country. 
3. Ensures Accountability!! 
 
Message for Ruling Party -  
The ruling party must 
remember what Ram Narayan Singh once said, 
“In this country we have just got freedom, and 
our own party, i.e., the Congress Party, has got no 
opposition to it. I have seen how things have been 
going on here and I feel that there must be a 
strong opposition to criticise our actions and 
review them.... A Government which does not 
like opposition and always wants to be in power is 
not a patriotic but a traitor Government.” 
 
Message for People -  
1. The challenge before the nation is on how to 
make citizens aware of their duties to defend the 
Constitution. People are now just bystanders 
before the political class which is making freedom 
irrelevant 
2. Democracy is not mere "spectator's sports". 
Participation is important!! 
 
@PubAdPedia 
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 Social Media and Democratization 

#TheHindu 

 

 
 
Negative Impact of “Social Media” on 
Democratization <As given in above 
Article > 

It puts constraints on the possibilities 

of what can be said. This limits 

the scope of self-expression. 

The incentives of social media 

privileges antagonism, outrage over 

dialogue and reason. It compels 

individuals to become more 

antagonistic and outrageous. The 

effect is that the medium dictates the 

message. 
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The ability of social media platforms 

for short messaging is impacting 

the “creator economy”. In order to 

improve user engagement, social 

media platforms have 

started compensating users for 

original audiovisual content. 

Platforms have increasingly moved 

to shorter video formats ranging from 

15 to 60 seconds. There are many 

reports of creators trying to hack the 

algorithms. 

With the emergence of generative AI 

such as ChatGPT for text and images, 

there is a high possibility that “self-

expression” will be further diminished. 

It will  make it easy to generate 

content without requiring the 

individual to apply herself in any 

meaningful manner. 
 

Other Negative Impact 
Political Polarization: One of the most 

common criticisms of social media is 

that it creates echo chambers where 

people only see viewpoints they agree 

with — further driving us apart. As 

unprecedented numbers of people 

channel their political energy through 

this medium, it’s being used in 

unforeseen ways with societal 

repercussions that were never 

anticipated.  

Propaganda Setting: According to 

Google Transparency Report, political 

parties mostly in the last two years 

have spent around $800 million (Rs 
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5,900 crore) on election ads. Micro-

targeting can enable dishonest 

campaigns to spread toxic discourse 

without much consequence. Foreign 

Interference: Around the US 2016 

election, Russian entities set up and 

promoted fake Pages on Facebook to 

influence public sentiment — 

essentially using social media as an 

information weapon. In this way, 

social media enables nation-states to 

use these platforms to wage a 

cyberwar intended to divide society.  

Fake News: Social media gives people 

more voice and can sometimes be 

used, by anyone, to spread hoaxes 

and misinformation.  

Unequal Participation: Social media 

also distorts policymakers’ perception 

of public opinion. This is because it is 

believed that social media platforms 

tend to represent every walk of life, 

but not everyone is using their voice 

equally. 

Positive Impact Digital Democracy: Democratic values 
can evolve when people have 
freedom of expression. In this way, 
social media enables the concept of 
digital democracy through these 
platforms of freedom.  
 
Setting Accountability: Social media 
acts as an instrument that can 
question the seemingly invincible 
governments, make them accountable 
and bring sustained change driven by 
people beyond one vote in years.  
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Giving Voice: Social media has 
enormous power to keep people 
informed. This can be seen, when 
social media played a critical role in 
the Arab Spring in places like Tunisia, 
it was heralded as a technology for 
liberation.  
 
Civic Engagement: Social media’s 
implications for civic engagement are 
profound, as many people tend to 
discuss & debate news over these 
platforms. It has long been observed 
that when people discuss the news, 
they’re more likely to be involved in 
their community, whether by 
volunteering or reaching out to 
elected officials. 
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 Post-Cleavage Political Parties  

#TheHindu 

Note- Read in context of Political Culture. 

 

 

Type of Politics Type of Politics 
1.Cleavage politics (the differential mobilisation of 
competing social groups) = Exclusionary 
2. Aggregative 
politics (the construction of a dominant coalition 
spanning across social groups).= Inclusive/GG 
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Analysis The article divides ideology into three dimensions 
(moral, distributive, and discursive) and compares 
the AAP with the Biju Janata Dal (BJD) to 
demonstrate that both parties skew towards a 
certain conception of representative democracy 
where elections are primarily a mechanism for 
popular accountability over government 
functioning, rather than for the representation of 
group interests. The article also argues that the 
rise of the AAP and BJD represents a "post-
cleavage" turn in Indian politics, marking a new 
generation of regional parties that operate on 
different ideological dimensions than the 
traditional cleavage-based parties. 
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10. PSUs 

 

 The status and proceeds of disinvestment 
#TheHindu 

Context In the Union Budget for 2023-24, the 
government has set a disinvestment 
target of ₹51,000 crore, down nearly 
21% from the budget estimate for the 
current year and just ₹1,000 crore 
more than the revised estimate. It is 
also the lowest target in seven years. 
Moreover, the Centre has not met the 
disinvestment target for 2022-23 so 
far, having realised ₹31,106 crore to 
date, of which, ₹20,516 crore or close 
to a third of the budgeted estimate 
came from the IPO of 3.5% of its 
shares in the Life Insurance 
Corporation (LIC). 
 

What is disinvestment? Disinvestment or divestment, in this 
context, is when the government sells 
its assets or a subsidiary, such as a 
Central or State public sector 
enterprise. Minority disinvestment, 
majority disinvestment, and complete 
privatisation are the three main 
approaches to disinvestment 

➢ On fruition of minority 
disinvestment, the government 
retains a majority in the 
company, typically greater than 
51%, thus ensuring 
management control. 

➢ In the case of majority 
divestment, the government 
hands over control to the 
acquiring entity but retains 
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some stake 
➢ s in complete privatisation, 

100% control of the company is 
passed on to the buyer. 

 
How has disinvestment fared? Different central governments in the 

past 30 years have been able to meet 

annual disinvestment targets only six 

times. 

 
The current BJP-led NDA government 
has met and even overachieved its 
disinvestment targets twice since 
coming to power in 2014. 
 
In 2017-18, the government earned 
disinvestment receipts of over ₹1 lakh 
crore against a target of ₹72,500 
crore, and in 2018-19, it earned 
₹94,700 crore against a target of 
₹80,000 crore. 
 
PRS Legislative Research points out 
that in recent years, in cases of 
disinvestment where the government 
sold more than 51% of its 
shareholding in Central Public Sector 
Enterprises (CPSEs), along with a 
transfer of management control, its 
stake was sold to another public 
sector enterprise.  

➢ Case in point, when the Centre 
exceeded its target in 2017-18, 
it earned ₹36,915 crore by 
selling Hindustan Petroleum 
Corporation Limited (HPCL) to 
the state-owned Oil and Natural 
Gas Corporation (ONGC).  

➢ Similarly, in 2018-19, REC 
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Limited was sold to the state-
owned Power Finance 
Corporation Limited, through 
which the government raised 
₹14,500 crore.  

➢ In 2021-22, when Air India was 
added to the Tata group, the 
Centre missed its high 
disinvestment target of ₹1.75 
lakh crore by a significant 
margin, raising just ₹13,534 
crore in disinvestment 
proceeds.  

 
In the current year, a third of its 
budget estimate came from the 
delayed LIC IPO, which would have 
happened in the previous year if not 
for market volatility.  
 
The sale of the 52.8% stake in Bharat 
Petroleum (BPCL) had to be called off 
in mid-2022 because almost all the 
bidders had withdrawn.  
 
The strategic sale of Central 
Electronics was also shelved due to 
lapses in the bidding process and the 
Pawan Hans stake-sale did not take off 
as well.  
 
While the Neelachal Ispat Nigam Ltd. 
(NINL) was sold to a steel entity of the 
Tata group, no sale proceeds accrued 
to the Centre’s exchequer as it held no 
equity in the company. 
 
With ₹31,106 crore in the exchequer 
as disinvestment proceeds so far, and 
less than two months remaining in the 

https://t.me/pubadpedia
https://www.youtube.com/c/GSWithRahul/


54 
 

Telegram Channel Link: https://t.me/pubadpedia 
Telegram Group Link: https://t.me/pubadpedia_official 
YouTube Channel Link: https://www.youtube.com/c/GSWithRahul/  

current fiscal year, the government is 
likely to miss its disinvestment target. 
 

Which CPSEs are likely to see 
disinvestment? 

The Centre is not going to add new 
companies to the list of CPSEs to be 
divested in 2023-24 and the 
aspirational divestments of two public 
sector banks and one general 
insurance firm, announced in the 
Budget two years ago, will also not be 
a part of the plan. According to 
DIPAM, the government has decided 
to stick to the already-announced and 
planned privatisation of state-owned 
companies. Incidentally, the 
disinvestments of Bharat Petroleum 
Corporation Limited, SCI, and ConCor 
had been approved by the 
government in 2019 but have not 
gone through yet. Observers point out 
that disinvestment should ideally be 
driven by the long-term vision of the 
government and not by the need to 
raise revenues. However, of late, the 
government’s reliance on 
disinvestment proceeds to bridge the 
gap in the Budget has been increasing. 
It had introduced a new disinvestment 
policy in 2021 to maintain ‘bare 
minimum’ presence in strategic 
sectors like atomic energy, defence 
etc., and exit non-strategic sector 
enterprises. 
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11. UNION GOVERNMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 

 

 Discipline and Discussion 
#TheHindu 
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 Defamation v/s Accountability 
#TheHindu 
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1. Article 105 of the Constitution confers 
on members, freedom of speech.

2. Under Section 499 of the Indian Penal 
Code, any statement with respect to the 
conduct of a public servant in the 
discharge of his public function or his 
character is not defamation. If such a 
statement is made in the House against a 
Minister who is a public servant, it does 
not come within the ‘mischief’ of Rule 353 
or Rule 380.

1. Rule 380 of the Rules of procedure of 
the Lok Sabha and Rule 261 of the Rules 
of the Rajya Sabha give the power to the 
presiding officers of these Houses to 
expunge any words used in the debate 
which are defamatory, unparliamentary, 
undignified or indecent.

2. Rule 353 of the Lok Sabha regulates the 
procedure if MP make an allegation 
against a

fellow MP or an outsider. Under this Rule, 
the MP is required to give “adequate 
advance notice” to the Speaker as well as 
the Minister concerned.

On receipt of advance notice under Rule 
353, the Minister concerned will conduct 
an inquiry into the allegation and come up 
with the facts. allegation which 
necessitates advance notice should be of 
a defamatory or incriminatory nature.
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12. RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

 Urban Bias in Rural Development 

#TheHindu 

Note- Knowledge of this article will help you in GS3 PYQs on “Balanced 

Regional Development” 

 

 

Linkages Group Model of Policy Formulation 
(Observe the fact that urban areas 
are able to effectively influence the 
institutions as compared to rural 
areas) 
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Reasons behind increasing urban 
rural disparity 
 

Biased Policies: The disparity has 

increased due to bias policies made by 

government and institutions for urban 

areas. 

Spill-over effect: It refers to the 

development of rural areas which is 

dependent on larger urban areas. 

Effects  Rural areas which are far away from 
the urban areas not only suffer 
from a lack of development but also 
keep falling behind rural areas 
which are closer to the urban areas. 

Challenge for India In India, urban bias in rural 
development is a significant challenge. 
Despite the fact that over two-thirds 
of the population live in rural areas, 
government policies and resources 
have historically been focused on 
urban areas. This has resulted in 
inadequate investment in rural 
infrastructure, including roads, 
electricity, and water supply. Rural 
areas also tend to have less access to 
education, healthcare, and other 
services compared to urban areas. 
The consequences of this urban bias in 
rural development in India are 
significant. Rural poverty rates are 
higher than urban poverty rates, and 
rural populations often experience 
lower levels of social and economic 
development. This perpetuates a cycle 
of poverty and underdevelopment in 
rural areas, which can be difficult to 
break. 
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Case Study -  Performance of JJM in 
Tamil Nadu 
 

It was found that the progress of JJM 

was better in those districts that 

have better percentage of urban 

population and districts with low 

urban population percentages were 

lagging in the implementation of the 

JJM. 

Hence, it shows that urban rural bias 

exists even in accessing the basic 

facilities like tap water. 

 

Way Forward 
Addressing urban bias in rural 
development in India requires a 
concerted effort from the government 
to prioritize rural development, 
increase investment in rural 
infrastructure and services, and create 
policies and programs that specifically 
target the needs of rural populations. 
This will require a shift in mindset and 
policy orientation, as well as increased 
funding and resources directed 
towards rural areas. 
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Gandhiji

•Gandhi was a prominent political and social thinker in India who emphasized 
the importance of rural development and self-reliance. He argued that rural 
development was essential for achieving social and economic equality and 
reducing the gap between urban and rural areas.

Amartya Sen

•he has argued that the neglect of rural areas in development policies and 
investments has contributed to persistent poverty and inequality in many 
parts of the world.

Albert 
Hirschman

•Propounded the theory of unbalanced growth as a strategy of development 
to be used by the underdeveloped countries. This theory stresses on the 
need of investment in strategic sectors of the economy instead of all the 
sectors simultaneously. According to this theory the other sectors would 
automatically develop themselves through what is known as “linkages 
effect”.

PYQ 2019 
150W 10M

• All weather rural connectivity scheme to even unconnected rural 
habitations has the potential to transform the rural economy. Do you 
agree? Justify.

PYQ 2018 
250W 20M

• “Rural development programmes have failed to effectively address the 
problems of small and marginal farmers.” Analyse and give 
suggestions.

PYQ 2001 
200W 30M

• “Despite the serious commitment on the part of the government, the 
benefits of the rural development programmes do not seem to reach 
the intended targets and they fail to serve fully the purpose for which 
they were intended.” Elucidate.
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 Rural Tourism 
#TheHindu 
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13. URBAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

 Reigning over the capital, from above 
#TheHindu 

 

 

SC Judgement Recently, The Supreme Court said 
the Constitution does not allow 
nominated members of a 
municipality the right to vote for 
selecting the post of mayor. 

Aldermen The term Alderman refers to a 
member of a city council or 
municipal body; however, their 
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specific roles and responsibilities 
differ according to the context. 
Under the Delhi Municipal 
Corporation Act, the Administrator 
can nominate 10 individuals over 
the age of 25 to the Corporation. 
These aldermen are expected to 
have special knowledge or 
experience in the municipal 
administration and assist the House 
in taking decisions of public 
importance. 

 

#Back2Basics 

Challenges with Mayor System No real power: The mayor is merely 
a ceremonial authority, and 
executive decisions are carried out 
by the municipal commissioner 
appointed by the state 
government.  

Lack of clarity: 74th amendment did 
not prescribe the manner of 
election, tenure, or powers of the 
Mayors/Chairpersons of Urban 
Local Bodies.  

Non-uniformity in tenure: Their 
tenure is also not uniform. In 
different states, they have different 
tenures, even as low as just one 
year.  

Lack of harmony between the 
mayor and bureaucrats: The 
existing municipal governance 
structure turns the entire 
democratically elected councillor 
against the chief executive, a state-
appointed bureaucrat which leads 

https://t.me/pubadpedia
https://www.youtube.com/c/GSWithRahul/


65 
 

Telegram Channel Link: https://t.me/pubadpedia 
Telegram Group Link: https://t.me/pubadpedia_official 
YouTube Channel Link: https://www.youtube.com/c/GSWithRahul/  

to inefficiency.  

Lack of Political Will: State 
governments do not wish to 
delegate more authority to city-
level institutions. Often, urban 
resources are transferred to rural 
areas in the name of development. 

Solution – 2nd ARC 
recommendations 

Direct election of Mayor with a 
fixed tenure of 5 years.  

Mayor should be the chief 
executive of a city or urban 
government, and the city 
government should have the power 
to appoint all officials including the 
commissioner.  

In municipal corporations and 
metropolitan cities, the mayor 
should appoint the mayor cabinet. 
The mayor should choose the 
cabinet members from the elected 
corporators.  

The cabinet will exercise executive 
authority on matters entrusted to 
them by the mayor under his 
overall direction and control. 

Benefits of direct election of 
Mayor in india 

1.Accountability: Directly elected 

mayors are accountable to the people 

who elected them, making them more 

responsive to the needs and concerns 

of their constituents. 

2.Better governance: Mayors with a 
direct mandate from the people are 
more likely to be able to exercise 
strong leadership and make tough 
decisions that benefit their cities. 
Stability: Directly elected mayors have 
a fixed term of office, which provides 
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stability and continuity in city 
governance. 
 
3.Increased public participation: 
Direct elections can increase public 
engagement and participation in the 
political process, encouraging citizens 
to become more involved in shaping 
the policies and priorities of their city. 
 
4.Effective management of resources: 
Directly elected mayors can help in 
better management of resources, 
budgets and funds as they can plan 
and execute development projects 
according to their priorities. 
 
5.Development and Growth: Directly 
elected mayors can prioritize the 
development and growth of their 
cities as they have more authority and 
autonomy to plan and implement 
developmental schemes and projects. 
 

Demerits of direct election of 
Mayor in india 

1.‘Presidentialisation’ of mayoral 
leadership will be paradoxical in a 
system based on collective decision-
making.  
 
2.Polarization: Direct elections can 

lead to the politicization of local 

bodies, which may lead to polarization 

and divisions among communities. 

3.Reduce the role of the elected 
councillors: With the mayor being 
directly elected, it may become 
difficult to hold them accountable for 
the functioning of the local body as 
they may not have to answer to the 

https://t.me/pubadpedia
https://www.youtube.com/c/GSWithRahul/


67 
 

Telegram Channel Link: https://t.me/pubadpedia 
Telegram Group Link: https://t.me/pubadpedia_official 
YouTube Channel Link: https://www.youtube.com/c/GSWithRahul/  

elected representatives of the local 
body.  
 
4.Centralization of power: Direct 
election of Mayors can lead to the 
centralization of power in the hands 
of the Mayor, which may lead to the 
neglect of the interests of the local 
communities and elected 
representatives. 
 
5.Costly elections: Direct elections 
can be more expensive than indirect 
elections, as the election commission 
would have to conduct separate 
elections for the Mayor, which would 
lead to an additional financial burden 
on the government. 
 
6.Political interference: Direct 
elections can also lead to political 
interference in the functioning of the 
local body, as political parties may try 
to influence the elections to gain 
control over the local body. 
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14. DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION 

 Case Study 
#TheHindu 
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