Know Your Rights 101: Stop & Account → Stop & Search → Arrest (UK)
This guide is for general information only.
It is not a substitute for legal advice.
If you need legal support, contact a local solicitor or a legal aid service. Organisations such as the Citizens Advice Bureau or Law Centres can help you find a solicitor or legal helpline. Legal support is essential for understanding and asserting your rights.

STOP & ACCOUNT
Not a formal police power
Ask: “Am I being detained?”
If the answer is no, you are free to leave.
You do not have to answer questions or provide personal details.
For anti-social behaviour, police may ask for your name and address under specific legal powers.
If an officer is not in uniform, they must show identification if asked.

STOP & SEARCH
Ask calmly:
“Am I being detained?”
“Under what power are you stopping me?” (PACE / Section 60 / Terrorism)
“What are you looking for, and why?”
“Can I have your name and station?”
“I’ll cooperate, but I know my rights.”
Afterwards, ask:
“How do I get a copy of the search record?”

DO NOT
Argue, obstruct, or resist
Volunteer information — anything you say may later be used against you

ARREST
Ask:
“Am I being detained or arrested?”
“Under what power?”
“What am I being arrested for?”
“Can I inform someone where I am?”
“I do not wish to sign anything until I have spoken to my solicitor.”
“I would like a solicitor.”

IMPORTANT
You have the right to remain silent until you have spoken to a solicitor.
Under the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 1994, if you remain silent when questioned, the police or prosecution may later mention this in court. In certain circumstances, the court may be invited to draw an inference from silence.
This does not mean silence equals guilt.

Caveat on Silence
Caveat:
Remaining silent is often the safest option and is commonly advised until legal advice is received.
The right to silence remains a fundamental legal right in England and Wales. While courts may, in limited circumstances, be invited to draw an inference from silence where a person later relies on a fact they did not mention when questioned, silence alone does not prove guilt.
Silence may still form part of a lawful defence strategy, particularly where a person has acted on legal advice.
If your silence is raised in court, you may explain that you acted on the advice of your solicitor. Police cannot force you to speak, and choosing not to answer questions does not remove your right to a fair trial.

Do not sign anything unless you fully understand it and have received legal advice. Signing documents without understanding them or without a solicitor’s guidance may seriously harm your case.
You have the right to free and independent legal advice. You may ask for a duty solicitor, a criminal defence solicitor available to anyone under arrest. The duty solicitor can advise you before interview and be present during questioning.
Under 18s: an appropriate adult must be informed and involved.
Police may search you at the station for evidence or safety reasons.

REMEMBER
Cooperate now. Record later. Challenge after.
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