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FROM THE PASTOR      

PRINCIPLES OF ORDER AND GOVERNMENT  
 
            In pondering the milestone of our 275th anniversary, I am inspired by the power of the 

ideas that have built this church. What we commemorate is much larger than our local 

congregation. The Presbyterians who gathered here in the 1700s were certainly aware of the 

larger conversations about freedom, religion, political revolution and the birthpangs of a new 

nation that were inspiring people throughout the thirteen colonies. As conversations about a new 

nation were taking place in Philadelphia, conversations about a new type of Church were also 

taking place. Certainly, the Presbyterians out here in the wilderness were listening.  

The first Principles of Church Order, which created a solid foundation for all Presbyterian work 

ever since, were articulated and written down as our Church’s Constitution in 1788. In my 

preaching this month I am winding these great principles into my sermons, connecting them with 

our Scriptures, and, I hope, allowing these historic principles to continue shining. These 

principles still govern us. They are published in the Foundations section of our Book of Order. 

These principles echo through the ages; we have received a great gift: 
 
             The HISTORIC PRINCIPLES OF CHURCH ORDER  

• God Is Lord of the Conscience: “God alone is Lord of the conscience, and hath left it free 

from the doctrines and commandments of men . . . “ 

• Corporate Judgment: “every Christian Church . . . is entitled to declare the terms of 

admission into its communion, and the qualifications of its ministers and members. . .” 

• Officers: “That our blessed Savior, for the edification of the visible Church, which is his 

body, hath appointed officers. . .” 

• Truth and Goodness: “That truth is in order to goodness . . .”  

• Mutual Forbearance: “. . . there are truths and forms with respect to which men of good 

characters and principles may differ . . .” 

• Election by the People: “. . . the election of the persons to the exercise of this authority, in 

any particular society, is in that society. . . “ 

• Church Power: “. . .That all Church power . . . is only ministerial and declarative. . .” 

• The Value of Ecclesiastical Discipline: “. . . discipline will contribute to the glory and 

happiness of any church. . .” 

I believe we may properly commemorate our anniversary as a church by understanding and 

recommitting ourselves to these historic principles.  
 

In Christ, 
Mark 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Editor’s Note 

The Completely different appearance of the newsletter this month is due to the 

lack of experience of the new editor – not a desire to change the familiar look.  

The goal was to follow the previous format but that was not possible at this early 

stage.  Thanks for your patience. 

CHURCH LIFE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Women’s Guild 

The Women’s Guild will not meet in February in case of inclement weather.  We did end 2022 

with a bang at our annual Christmas party at Perkins.  Twenty-one women and Pastor Mark 

enjoyed fellowship, good food, and a raucous game of, “Let’s Steal Someone’s Christmas Gift.”  

It is the highlight of the party, and it is done in good fun, and everyone goes home with a lovely 

item.   

It is a new year, and we would love to have new members, so why not think about joining us 

March 21st at 1:00pm in the Fellowship Hall.  You just may like us! 

Women’s Bible Study 

The Women’s Bible study meets electronically two Thursdays a month at 7pm.  This winter we 

are reading and discussing Prayer in the Night by Trish Harrison-Warren.  Interested women 

contact Dana McDonald at 717-642-6272 

Sunday Morning Adult Study 

Join our Sunday morning group this winter at 9:45 in room #3 in Fellowship Hall.  We will be 

discussing Adam Hamilton’s book Christianity and World Religions.  The discussion will be led by 

Pastor Hamilton himself through a DVD.  He compares the beliefs of Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam 

and Judaism with those of Christianity. 

In examining these major world religions and the beliefs of their followers, Hamilton urges us as 

Christians to build bridges with others so that we might grow in our faith, seek peace in our 

world, love our neighbors and find positive ways to share the gospel. 
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Upcoming Lenten Study 

Mark your calendars for a book study during Lent, please!  Pastor Mark will be offering a study 

using Tish Harrison-Warren’s Liturgy of the Ordinary.   The study will be held in the Fellowship 

Hall, Wednesdays, March 1, 8, and 15, with a 5:30 - 6:30pm soup and salad dinner followed by 

prayer and study from 6:30 – 7:30.  The study will continue  March 22 and 29 at a location to be 

announced (same times and format) 

Winter Banquet 

SAVE THE DATE!!  The date for our annual Winter Banquet has been set for March 11th.  This 

year’s venue will be the Carriage House in Emmitsburg.  We will begin with hors d’oeuvres at 

11:30 and lunch at 12:00.  We have a couple of special treats lined up in honor of the church’s 

275th anniversary: a lecture by Nancy Taylor of the Presbyterian Historical Association on life in 

the mid-1700s in what then were the British colonies; Sally Wolfe, Gettysburg Choral Society’s 

accompanist and a regular performer at the Carriage House, will be playing for us.  Don’t miss 

this special occasion!  A sign-up sheet will be posted on the bulletin board closer to the date. 

Souper Bowl Sunday 

Souper Bowl Sunday is February 12th.  There will be a monetary collection taken this day for 

Fairfield Neighbors Helping Neighbors/Fairfield Food Pantry and the Gettysburg Soup Kitchen.  

February is LMC’s month to support the “Themed Bags” that are a little extra for those 

receiving their monthly food through the Pantry.  The “Super Bowl Themed Bags” are a “fan” 

favorite and are greatly appreciated by the recipients!  Please be generous in your giving.  50% 

of the offering will be given to the Super Bowl Themed Bags and 50% will go to the Gettysburg 

Soup Kitchen. 

Bulletin Sponsorship 

If you would like to sponsor the bulletins anytime in 2023, please contact Barb in the church 

office to let her know which date(s) you would be interested in sponsoring.   

Call (717-642-5332), email (office@lmcpc.org) or stop by the office.    

                         

 

 

mailto:office@lmcpc.org
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Couples Group 

NOTE - The Couples group will not meet in February.  

Men’s Breakfast  

CALLING ALL MEN –  

Who LOVE to eat breakfast and fellowship with each other. 

It has been a while since the men have enjoyed breakfast together.  The Spiritual Life team of 

the Session is taking the lead to restart these fellowship events.  If we can find volunteers to 

take on the leadership for this ministry, breakfasts will resume.  A hearty “thank you” to Dick 

Belinski for all the years he shepherded the breakfasts.      

We have a few men who already have expressed an interest in helping to organize or cook for 

the breakfasts.  If you are interested in organizing, cooking, leading a Bible study or arranging 

for speakers, please contact Cathy Michaliga at cmichaliga@yahoo.com or 703-994-0289.  An 

announcement will follow regarding a time and date for the next breakfast.  

 Request for Ideas 

The Spiritual Life Team is requesting your ideas.  In Matthew 28:19, Jesus tells His disciples, 

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations….” 

For Lent this year, we would like to hear from you regarding your ideas for new local ministries.  

What is in your heart, where people from LMCPC could spread the Gospel?  Write a short 

paragraph that answers three questions:  

1. Who should we minister to? 

2. What physical needs exist (e.g., safety, community, food)? 

3. How can LMCPC meet the spiritual needs of this group (e.g., Bible study, friendship, 

prayer, fellowship)?   

Questions? Contact Cathy Michaliga – 703-994-0289 or cmichaliga@yahoo.com  

 

 

 

 

mailto:cmichaliga@yahoo.com
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The Virginia (Ginny) K. Woods Scholarship Program 

The Program is seeking applicants.  Calling all high school seniors, students who have 

successfully completed at least one year at an accredited post-secondary education institution 

and anyone pursuing a master’s degree or some type of further education: It is that time of the 

year to think about your education for next year. It is time to apply to the Virginia (Ginny) K. 

Woods Scholarship program. This scholarship program was established at the bequest of Ginny 

Woods, a member of Lower Marsh Creek Presbyterian Church who was a retired school teacher 

with a love for youth and education. The applicants of first consideration will be a member of 

LMCPC, a member of our youth program, or an active participant in the life of the church.  As 

requested in her will, if no one needs a scholarship from LMCPC, the Interpretation and 

Stewardship Team will accept applicants from the Fairfield and Gettysburg communities. 

Applications are available at the church office. You may also call Barb Schwartz, church office 

manager at 717-642-5332 or e-mail her at office@lmcpc.org to request an application. She can 

mail or e-mail it to you. Applications must be submitted by April 1, and they are reviewed by 

the Interpretation and Stewardship Team. The scholarship usually is awarded in May.  Please 

pass this information on if you know a student in need. 

Per Capita 

The amount needed to pay the Presbytery of Carlisle for each member of LMCPC in 2023 is 

$31.00.  If you are a member of the church, please consider paying your Per Capita this year.  It 

can be paid anytime throughout the year, but the church likes to pay the Carlisle Presbytery the 

full amount owed in January of each year.  Thank you for your consideration!  

February Birthdays______________________________________ 

1 – Kris Englund-Krieger  20 – Margaret Metz 

7 – Kaylee Metz   21 – Carlos Wampler 

7 – Pam Johnson   21 – Judy Williams 

            13 – Mabert Anderson   22 – Anthony Golden 

             25 – Ellen McMann 
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______________________________________________ 

________________275th Anniversary________________  

In case you hadn’t heard, this year marks the 275th anniversary of the founding of Lower Marsh 

Creek Presbyterian Church.  It is hard to get our minds around that length of time – our country 

was still not even a country in 1748!  Although the current sanctuary building is not the original, 

it was built in 1790 and has endured throughout all these years as a place of worship for people 

from Gettysburg and Fairfield, the communities between which it sits, and those who live in 

between.  We are the recipients of a long legacy of ministry for the Lord to the people God 

loves.  It is a heritage not to be taken lightly! 

Consequently, we will be marking our 275 years of serving the Lord at various events 

throughout this year, as well as offering commemorative patches and pottery pieces to the 

congregation.  We will be highlighting music of the past and “Moments for History” such as the 

Historic Principles Pastor Mark has been using in his sermons.  Most of the events are ones you 

will recognize:  

The Winter Banquet (Mar. 11th), with a historical lecture on the mid-1700s by Nancy Taylor of 

the Presbyterian Historical Association and music by Sally Wolfe, accompanist for the 

Gettysburg Choral Society. 

A Cemetery Tour (May 31st), led by our own former Gettysburg Tour Guide Linda Clark! 

The Congregational Picnic (June 11th), with bagpipes played between the worship service and 

the start of the picnic, a presentation of colonial music, and a visit from George Washington! 

The Congregational Retreat (Aug. 26th), with a heritage theme. 

The Ice Cream Social (Sept.10th- Rally Day).   

Orders for the pottery have started; the pieces will be ready by June 11th, so they may be 

picked up at the Congregational Picnic.  Stay tuned for more information on the wonderful 

patches designed by Dirk Grove (who also designed the bulletin covers we are using this year).                              
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Questions to Ponder in This Year of Celebration 

I am the recording secretary for the 275th Anniversary Planning Committee.  We have held 

three meetings and identified several events where we will add a 275th celebration component.  

We have planned for a historical speaker, colonial music, a historical impersonator, a walking 

tour of the cemetery, time travelers, and old-fashioned ice cream making.  What a wonderful 

celebration we will have!  The ideas keep coming, so stay tuned!! 

However, the Holy Spirit keeps niggling at me.  The questions that keep coming to my mind are: 

What traditions has LMCPC held for 275 years that have enabled us to thrive in a country where 

so many churches are struggling and even dying?  How do we honor those traditions during our 

celebrations?  I think the following describes those traditions: 

• We have honored and loved God. 

• We have honored and loved one another.   

• We have experienced the Holy Spirit’s empowerment to do His will, both in our own lives 

and in the life of the church. 

• We have helped to spread the Gospel to the ends of the earth, through our generous 

support of and participation in, missions. 

• We have sponsored and supported local community ministries that lift up the 

unfortunate, the hungry, and the downtrodden. 

It is my prayer that as we focus on our good fortune, having been a thriving Presbyterian church 

for 275 years, we can experience the power of the Holy Spirit moving through our events.  It is 

my prayer that a visitor can feel God’s presence moving amongst our members in all that we do 

and say.  I am certain we can open the door of faith to unbelievers and strengthen the faith of 

believers.  If our congregation would pray the following prayer, I am confident we will, indeed, 

experience the presence of God and the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Dear Heavenly Father,  

Inspire us to give you the glory in all that we do as we plan our 275th anniversary celebrations.  

Help us to receive the power of Your Spirit, as we contemplate our anniversary events and our 

future endeavors.  And, as we move into our future, inspire us to maintain those spiritual 

characteristics and traditions that please You.   

In Your holy name, 

Amen    
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1748 Historical Events 

In honor of the 275th anniversary of LMCPC, I looked up some world events that occurred in the 

year 1748.  Now, I have even more appreciation for the time in which our little historical gem of 

a church was founded.  I thought other parishioners might enjoy reading them as well.  

• A fire at the prison and barracks in Kinsale, Ireland killed 54 prisoners of war who were 

housed there. 

• The San Gabriel mission project began with the founding of the first Roman Catholic 

Mission farther northward into what is now central Texas, northeast of what would 

become Austin, Texas, but it was attacked by Apache Indians and abandoned after a few 

years.   

• A fire in London raged for 2 days and more than a century later that fire led to an 

increase in the practice of fire insurance because it caused so much damage.  A fire in 

Moscow also raged that year killing 482 people and destroying 5,000 buildings. 

• The first Lutheran Church body in America was founded in Philadelphia, organized by 

German-born evangelist Henry Muhlenberg and attended by pastors and orthodox 

Lutheran communities who agreed to create a common liturgy to govern their public 

worship.   

• The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences elected its first female member. 

• The ruins of Pompeii were rediscovered. 

• Louis XV of France broke his promise to eliminate the income tax.  (Some things never 

change.) 

Kathy A. Megyeri       

 

THANKS  

Thank you! 

It happens every year, and every year I am surprised that it happens.  Unlike any of the other 

congregations I have served in my career, each Christmas season our Session approves and our 

Personnel Committee gives me a large, cash Christmas gift.  What a joy!  What a blessing! 

Thank you!  In addition to my already generous salary package, this gift always feels 

extraordinary and wonderful.  It feels like icing on top of the cookie which is on top of the cake 

in a bowl of ice cream!  

Pastor Mark  
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THANKS 

December 6, 2022  

The members of the Joint Camp and Conference Committee of the Presbyteries of Carlisle, Huntingdon, and 

Northumberland, and the members of the Krislund Staff would like to thank you for your generous gift of $40.00 to 

the Annual Fund. 

We are grateful for your thoughtful Christian stewardship to this camp ministry of the Presbyteries. 

With gratitude, 

Josh Boyd, Camp Director, Krislund Camp & Conference Center 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

December 15, 2022 

As we near the Christmas Season, my thoughts are drawn to our teams across the globe, together celebrating His 

birth.  Our Daily Bread Ministries was established in Vietnam in 2009 with the goal to make the life-changing 

wisdom of the Bible understandable and accessible to the Vietnamese people.  

Over the last 13 years, the ministry has grown as they have expanded, and our ministry has become vital to the 

small but growing Vietnamese church.  Recently, our team has started working with remote Hmong villages in the 

north of Vietnam.   .    .    .  As we celebrate this Christmas season, please join me in praying for this new work.  .  .  

I look forward to sharing more stories in the coming years about new villages that begin to celebrate Christmas 

with us.  Thank you for your generous gift of $950.00 and for being a part of this important work. 

Boldly unhindered (Acts 28:31), 

Matt Lucas, D.A., President/CEO 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dec 27, 2022 

Adams County Habitat for Humanity received your kind donation.  Thank you very much! 

.  .  .  Your donation helps make it possible for us to fulfill Habitat’s worldwide mission: 

 “A world where everyone has a decent place to live.” 

We invite you to stay in touch with Adams County Habitat’s progress by checking our website at 

HabitatAdamsPa.org for updates, and/or following us on Facebook (search for Adams County Habitat for 

Humanity). 

Thank you again for your wonderful donation, on behalf of the entire Adams County Habitat for Humanity Board.   

Sincerely, 

Lori Wright, Board Secretary 
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January 2023  

Please share this special thank you with the congregation for their generous support of the Soup Kitchen.  Their 

contributions go a long way in helping us to continue serving a hot, nutritious meal to our neighbors in need.   

I hope their holiday season has been filled with many blessings 

Best wishes for peace and good health in the New Year 

Sandy Lutz, Director of Operations 

Gettysburg Soup Kitchen 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

January 9, 2023 

Thank you so very much for the Giving Spree donation.  Lower Marsh Creek Presbyterian Church’s continued 

support and generosity for life and Tender Care is greatly appreciated.   

Wishing you all the best in the New Year. 

Sincerely, 

Vince Pacelli, CEO 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

January 10, 2023 

Lower Marsh Creek Presbyterian Church 

As we embark on a new year it is with an abundance of gratitude for the myriad of ways in which you support 

Mission of Mercy.  Many of you are faithful volunteers who work on the front lines  .  .  .  . 

Simultaneously many of you are donors and we are grateful to each one of you!  .  .  .  . 

With your financial support, in 2022, we were able to provide medical and dental care and prescription 

medications to over 1,900 patients during over 6,200 patient visits and dispensed over 7,200 prescription 

medications – all at no cost. 

On behalf of the patients served through Mission of Mercy, I again thank each of you for making our mission of 

healing through Love, available to the men and women in our communities who are sick and suffering and in need 

of healthcare, dental care, and prescription medications. 

God’s blessing to you now and in the year ahead. 

Gratefully, 

Linda M. Ryan, MS 
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Habitat Build 

On Sat, Jan 21st our church 

really stepped up, we provided 

10 volunteers and 3 ladies 

brought snacks.  This was the 

most help provided by any 

church this year! 

- Jim Richardson 
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Music Report 

“Beautiful music is the art of the prophets that can calm the agitations of the soul; it is one of the most 

magnificent and delightful presents God has given us.”  Martin Luther (1483-1546) 

As we celebrate our 275th anniversary as a congregation here at Lower Marsh Creek Presbyterian Church, 

our weekly musical selections will reflect the various time periods experienced by our members.  The history 

of our church, as well as the history of our nation is a time period of hymns written and sung to the glory of 

God.  Hymns have always been and will continue to be a part of the Christian church.  The Bible records in 

Matthew 26 that during the last night before the death of Jesus that He and His disciples “when they had 

sung a hymn” went out to the Mount of Olives. 

In January the music of early composers of the 1700’s and before was featured. 

Special music included: 

“Lord Jesus Think On Me” – a hymn by Synesius of Cyrene circa the year 400 

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten” – by Aurelius Prudentius in the 400’s 

 “O Love, How Deep” - a hymn written in the 1400’s around the time of Christopher Columbus 

Notice that none of these Christian hymns are B.C.!  Also, they are quite different in rhythm, harmony, and 

vocabulary from music of today.  (That will come later in the year!) 

Likewise, hymns, preparations for worship and postludes have included classical music of that early time 

period including “Water Music” by George Fredric Handel around 1717.  Our very first worshipers may have 

been familiar with this beautiful work. Keep listening for music from the past as we press forward into a new 

month! 

During the month of February, we will continue enjoying the music from earlier time periods.  

February 5 – Glory Singers/ Faithful Voices 

February 12 – Wires and Wood 

February 19 – Glory Singers/ Faithful Voices 

February 26 – A Look into a Hymnal From Our Past 
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From the Deacons 

The 2023 Deacons would like to take this opportunity to thank Doris Wampler for being such a great 

Moderator.  I hope that I can fill her shoes at least half as much as she did.   This is my first time being a 

Moderator, so if I should forget  something please feel free to suggest a solution, it would be greatly 

appreciated. 

The Deacons would like to welcome Al Miller to the Board of Deacons, we are looking forward to having him 

serve.  We are hoping for another Blessed year of helping our church thrive.  We have reviewed our 

assignments and they are as follow: 

Moderator………………………………………………………………………………….Pamela Johnson 

Secretary…………………………………………………………………………………...Elaine Reichl 

Activity Bags ………………………………………………………………………………Pam Grove 

Birth, Remembrances & Baptisms……………………………………………. Roz Santay *flowers* Elaine Reichl 

Coffee Hour Weekly/Monthly set up and clean up ……………………Pat Diehl 

Communion Candles………………………………………………………………….Jean & Lee Bentz 

Communion Coordinator……………………………………………………………Joe Reichl * Sue Welsh 

       Communion bread………………………………………………………………. Pamela Johnson 

       Communion cups…………………………………………………………………Jean & Lee Bentz 

Emergency Prayer Circle *email* ……………………………………………. Alicia DeHoff 

Food Pantry…….………………………………………………………………………..Arlene Wright 

Greeting cards…………………………………………………………………………. Joe & Elaine Reichl 

Homeless Coat Ministry…………………………………………………………….Lee & Jean Bentz 

Kitchen Monitors……………………………………………………………………...Pat Diehl & Arlene Wright 

Nominating Committee Member……………………………………………… TBD 

Pastoral Care Visitation ……………………………………………………………Pastor Mark & all Deacons 

Pew Cards, Care & Prayer Notes………………………………………………. Jean and Lee Bentz 

Reception & Funeral Coordinator……………………………………………. Pam Grove & Sue Welsh 

            All Deacons assist in set up & clean-up for receptions. 

Spiritual Life Team Rep……………………………………………………………. Arlene Wright 

Transportation………………………………………………………………………...Jim Welsh 

Ushers/Greeters………………………………………………………………………. Joe Reichl= 8:30 & Sue Welsh 

Please remember that transportation is available for members and friends who have a need for 

transportation assistance.  Please feel free to contact the Drivers listed below or contact Jim Welsh.  

As the price of food continues to increase every week, the food pantry is now serving 40 families.  Dottie 

Warrenfeltz (food manager) is having a difficult time getting cereal from her suppliers.  I take our donations 

to Fairfield on the third Wednesday of each month.  For the next 4 weeks, let’s fill the container in the 

narthex to overflowing with cereal.  Thank you in advance for your continued support. Arlene Wright 

Here’s to a blessed 2023.  
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          The Giving Corner 

February: The Love Month 

“Your love for one another will prove to the world that 

you are my disciples” 

                                                                                                                                                                                                   

John 13:35 

  
What comes to mind, besides cold and snow, when you think of February?  Of course, it is 

Valentine’s Day!  A special day set aside to celebrate that special love you have for that 

special person in your life.  Hence, February: the love month!  

 

There is another reason we should consider February as a month to celebrate love and that 

is Ash Wednesday.  Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent in the church’s liturgical 

calendar.  During Lent we remember Christ’s time in the desert as he prepared for his 

public ministry which, we all know, ended with his death on the cross and his resurrection 

three days later.  The greatest act of love ever witnessed by man! 

 

Many of us give up something for Lent or maybe we do a special Lenten devotion to 

prepare for the coming of Easter.  It is a time for us to grow spiritually; a time to grow 

closer to God.  Instead of giving up something maybe we should do something.  Maybe we 

should find a new way to serve, find a new way to use our time, talents and treasures to act 

on the words of Christ.  Maybe we should live out our faith through actions! 

 

As we celebrate Valentine’s Day and look towards Ash Wednesday, let us remember the 

love shown to us by our God.  Let us show that love as we find ways to use our gifts and 

serve God’s people.  Remember the words found in Hebrews chapter 10, verse 24: 

 

“Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good words.” 
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The Session held their regular meeting on January 16,2023, at 5:58 PM in the fellowship hall with Rev. 

Mark Englund-Krieger serving as moderator.  Here are  

highlights from actions taken at that meeting: 

o Membership as of 1/12/2023: Active Members (AM = CA): 156, Baptized Members (BM = FP): 60 
and Family Members: 51.   

o The Interpretation and Stewardship Team continues to monitor all church finances. Please see the 
monthly reports in this issue for December including the 4th quarter report of the special accounts.   

We thank you for your continued generosity and financial support!! 

Approved the following events and business items:  

o Sunday, February 12, 2023: Souper Bowl special collection of monetary gifts to be split evenly 

between the Fairfield Food Pantry and the Gettysburg Soup Kitchen. 

o The 2023 Schedule for the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 

o Wednesday, February 22, 2023 at 6:00 PM: Ash Wednesday Soup Dinner in the fellowship hall 
followed by service in the sanctuary. 

o A Lenten Book Study to be led by Pastor Mark using the book Liturgy in the Ordinary by Tish 

Harrison Warren.  Dates are Wednesday March 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29.  The soup dinner will begin at 
6:30 PM followed by the study at 7:30 PM. o Thursday, May 4, 2023: A National Day of Prayer 

service; more information to follow. 

o The election of the Corporation officers for 2023: 

o Elder Dirk Grove – President o Elder Ron Milhimes – Vice-president o Elder Jim Richardson – 

Secretary/Treasurer 

o That the Clerk of Session submit the completed 2023 Statistical Report to the General Assembly. o 

That the Session meeting be held the third Tuesday of each month in the fellowship hall at 6:00  

PM. 

o That Pastor Mark take vacation from February 14 – 20, 2023 with Elder Mike Orleski leading worship 
on February 19, 2023. 

o That Elder Lynn Miller lead worship on February 26, 2023 when Pastor Mark is at the Marriage 

Retreat. 

o Elected Elders Lynn Miller and Dirk Grove as commissioners to the Presbytery meeting to be held on 

Saturday, February 25, 2023. 

News from the Home Ministry Team – maintains the church properties including cemetery o 

Team Members: Dirk Grove, chair; Ron Milhimes and Jim Richardson o The storm water 

drainage work in the church parking lot will be completed in the spring. o All repairs due to 

the lightning strike have been completed! 

o The insurance premium increased significantly for 2023 possibly due to the claim due to the 

lightning strike and/or inflation.  It was agreed to pay the increased premium at this time while 
researching other possible insurance companies for the future. 
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News from the Interpretation and Stewardship Team – manages church finances and missions                              

o Team members: Ray Wright, chair; Lane Speck and Doyle Waybright. 

o Minute for Missions schedule includes: 

▪ Sunday, February 9: a short video highlighting the work of the Adams Rescue Mission 

▪ Sunday, February 16: a short video highlighting the work of the Agape House. 

o The team is now accepting applications for the Ginny Woods Scholarship.  An application is available 

by contacting the office and all applications are due by April 1, 2023. 

News from the Spiritual Life Team – oversees the spiritual life of the church as well as fellowship,                                                              

education and music in the church 

Team members: Cathy Michaliga, chair; Lynn Miller and Susan Nunamaker. 

o The Deacon representative to the Spiritual Life Team for 2023 is Deacon Arlene Wright. o Working 

on restarting the Men’s Breakfast. 

News from the 275th Anniversary Committee – to celebrate the 275 years of the church’s history and                                                                               

service to God 

Team leaders: Lynn Miller, chair; Cathy Michaliga, recording secretary. 

o See the article in this edition for all the upcoming events! o If anyone is interested in serving on 

this committee please contact Lynn Miller. 

 

 

Message from Interpretation & Stewardship Team and Mission Advocate 

How Our Budget Works 

LMCPC’s budget is divided into two categories: the “COF” budget, or “Church Operating Fund,” 
and the “MOM” budget, or “Mission Opportunities and Missionaries.”  COF funds are spent on the 
church itself and its activities, including but not limited to music and deacons, worship and other 

ministry supplies, Sunday School, property expenses and maintenance, office supplies, and 
salaries.  The MOM funds go to other organizations for their work. This is where we strive to be 

Christ-like in serving others. 

MOM funds go to local organizations like the Gettysburg Soup Kitchen and Child Evangelism 
Fellowship, and they go nationally and worldwide. The largest portion helps to support actual 
missionaries. We also support additional organizations through the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

In a year (2022) in which many of the organizations we support faced difficulties and sometimes 
unique challenges because of inflation, your giving remained strong and enabled us to meet those 
challenges.  Your estimate of giving cards for 2023 indicate that trend continuing.  Early indications 
are that the organizations will continue to face difficulties, and we are thankful for our generous 
congregation! 

Most organizations are working with individuals and populations not blessed with the resources we 
enjoy, and we endeavor to spread the Gospel through this work. Some of our support goes strictly 
to evangelism. All should reflect the guidance Jesus Christ has given us and our response for 
God’s love in our lives. 

∞  ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
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2023 Mission Organization\Missionary (MOM) Budget 
Through your Christian generosity, this year’s MOM budget will help to support 24 mission 
organizations locally and around the world.  Beginning this month and continuing in the coming 
months, I will highlight all the mission organizations and missionaries supported by LMC. 

Adams Christian Prison Ministries/Chaplain Angel Perez (Support:  $6,200) 

Adams Christian Prison Ministries is a non-denominational provider of services 

to inmates in the Adams County Adult Correctional Complex.  It ministers to 

approximately 1,000 inmates annually, providing them and their families with 

Bible study, pastoral care, education and other ministry and support programs.  

https://www.facebook.com/AdamsChristianPrisonMinistries/  

Adams Rescue Mission (Support:  $3,000) 

Adams Rescue Mission is a shelter designed for men who genuinely 

desire to recover from addictive behaviors including, but not limited to, 

drugs and/or alcohol; a thrift store, which provides the mission with revenue and serves families in 

the community in need of household goods and clothing; recycling service for corrugated 

cardboard, newspapers/magazines, some plastic, but most importantly, lives!  

www.adamsrescuemission.org   

 

AGAPE House (Support: $2,000) 

AGAPE House is a Christian shelter that has ten self-contained, furnished 

apartments (both one- and two-bedroom units).  The Adams Rescue Mission 

Family Ministries Team is dedicated to assisting families and individuals with 

clothing, furniture, shelter, and counseling.  Opportunities are provided for 

displaced women and families to become integrated into the community.   Staff members work 

together with other local agencies to help clients find employment, housing, childcare, and 

educational resources. http://www.adamsrescuemission.org/your-arm-to-the-family-shelter/  

Child Evangelism Fellowship of Adams County (Support: $3,400) 

Child Evangelism Fellowship has a Good News Club which holds meetings at 

all the elementary schools in Adams County (except Franklin) plus some home 

programs.  Boys and girls ages 5 through 12 gather with their friends for one 

hour per week. They learn songs and play games that help them memorize a verse from God’s 

Word. Through the missionary time they learn of children around the world who are following 

Jesus.  http://cefepa.net/   

https://www.facebook.com/AdamsChristianPrisonMinistries/
http://www.adamsrescuemission.org/
http://www.adamsrescuemission.org/your-arm-to-the-family-shelter/
http://cefepa.net/
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Compassion International (Support:  $1,578) 

Compassion International is an organization that ensures a sponsored 

child receives love to unlock the heart’s potential, education to defeat 

illiteracy and provide critical skills, supplements to protect against malnutrition, health care to 

fight back against disease and sickness, Christ-centered guidance through a local church to 

overcome fear and hopelessness, and recreational activities to protect from crime, violence, and 

danger. LMCPC currently sponsors three Compassion children: Hawine Hirko (Ethiopia); Sergio 

Mauricio Orihuela (Bolivia); Brayan Alexander Trujillo Orellana (El Salvador) 

https://www.compassion.com/   

DiscipleMakers/Kevin and Maria Noyes (Support:  $3,400) 

DiscipleMakers is a Christian campus ministry helping Gettysburg College 

students to understand who Christ is, to learn how to study the Scriptures, and 

to grow in their faith.  https://gettysburg.dm.org/ and https://www.dm.org/ 

 

 
Mission Advocate Mailbox - Recent Correspondence 

 
Adams Christian Prison Ministries (ACPM) 

Once again the Christmas activities were a huge success, making a great impact on the inmates 

and their families. Through the help of supporting churches, ACPM was able to provide each 

inmate with a Christmas gift of one hand-made Christmas card, two pairs of white crew socks, one 

Hershey milk chocolate bar, two Christmas cookies, one soft peppermint candy, and one gospel 

tract. ACPM offers many thanks to Lower Marsh Creek Presbyterian Church, St. Joseph’s Catholic 

Church, Herr’s Ridge Mennonite Church, Gettysburg Four Square Church, and CentrePeace for 

supporting this program.  When the inmates receive their gifts, tears well up in their eyes, they 

choke up and try to express gratitude for the generosity of the community churches and 

organizations.   

 

With the Christmas season behind us, ACPM is now shifting its attention to the “Celebration of 

Grace” Sunday event which is on April 16th.  Churches in Adams County and surrounding counties 

are invited to celebrate the grace and mercy of God towards inmates and their families by setting 

aside time in their worship services to pray specifically for those incarcerated; to come to the Lord’s 

Table in Communion in honor of inmates; and to consider a special offering to support the ministry 

of ACPM at the Adams County Adult Correctional Complex. 

https://www.compassion.com/
https://gettysburg.dm.org/
https://www.dm.org/
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PCUSA Mission Co-Worker Greetings 
 

Rev. Ryan and Alethia White (Germany)  

Wir wünschen Ihnen eine besinnliche Adventszeit und ein 

friedliches, frohes Weihnachtsfest!  

We wish you a reflective Advent time and a peaceful, merry 

Christmas!  

Wir bedanken uns und hoffen, dass wir die Gespräche im neuen 

Jahr gemeinsam fortsetzen können.  

We send our thanks and hope to keep the conversations going together in the new year.  

Mit herzlichen Grüßen von unserer Familie,  

With warm wishes from our family, Ryan, Alethia, Ariella, and Laila 

 

Rev. Dori Kay Hjalmarson (Honduras) 

This has been an exciting year.  I spent a few months with family in Utah 

and then returned to Honduras at a sprint to teach classes, see students 

ordained as pastors, renew friendships and teamwork, and accompany 

nascent ministry efforts to migrants and rural communities.  

Thank you for your friendship and support, which sustains me. 

The Rev. Dori Kay Hjalmarson 
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FINANCIAL HEALTH UPDATE – DECEMBER 2022 

  

Church Operating Fund Income 

Account Description 
December—

2022 
  

Year-to-
Date 
2022 

  
2022 

Budget 

    Offering Income $22,508.58   $282,649.38   $284,948.00 

    Other Income $1,900.78   $27,222.69   $25,050.00 

TOTAL INCOME $24,409.36   $309,872.07   $309,998.00 

            

Church Operating Fund 
Expenses 

          

    Spiritual Life $234.19   $8,684.14   $16,450.00 

    Education & Nurture $3,027.30   $734.73   $5,050.00 

    Interpretation & Stewardship  $0.00   $5,577.60   $5,988.00 

    Home Ministry $7,268.55   $51,684.37   $74,500.00 

    Church Administration $16,013.37   $176,891.77   $208,010.00 

    Balance Forward for 2023 $30,000.00   $30,000.00     

TOTAL EXPENSES $56,543.41   $300,116.02   $309,998.00 

            

INCOME minus EXPENSES -$32,134.05   $9,756.05   $0.00 

            

Church Operating Fund Checking Account Balance as of 12/31/2022: 
$59,805.38 

  

Mission Opportunities/Missionaries Fund Income    

Account Description 
December—

2022 
  

Year-to-
Date 
2022 

  
2022  

Budget 

    Offering Income $4,974.00   $77,404.00   $76,800.00 

    Other Income $390.79   $3,499.42   $1,000.00 

TOTAL INCOME $5,364.79   $80,903.42   $77,800.00 

        

Mission Opportunities/Missionaries Fund Expenses   

TOTAL EXPENSES $5,752.28   $81,247.33   $77,800.00 

            

INCOME minus EXPENSES -$387.49   -$343.91   $0.00 

        

Missions Checking Account Balance as of 12/31/2022: $3.30  

        

Notable expenses for December: $3,550.00—Christmas Bonuses for Staff 
                                                     $30,000.00—Balance forward for 2023 
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        FOURTH QUARTER REPORT —  2022 



             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

      

Lower Marsh Creek 

Presbyterian Church 

1865 Knoxlyn Rd. 

Gettysburg, PA 

17325 

Lower Marsh Creek Presbyterian Church 

717-642-5332 

www.lmcpc.org 

www.facebook.com/lmcpc 

office@lmcpc.org 
Sunday Morning Worship  

8:30 AM  Early Worship 

9:45 - 10:45 AM  Sunday School 

Nursery  8:30 AM - 12:15 PM 

11:00 AM  Late Worship 

February 2023                      Volume 23, Issue 2 

Pastor Mark Englund-Krieger 

Church Office Hours 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

717-642-5332 

 Lower Marsh Creek Church Mission Statement  

“To glorify God, deepen and enrich the spiritual life of the family of believers,  

and to reach out to the community with the love of Jesus Christ.” 

Li’l Ripples, Editor - Fay Hess 717-476-5682 or  lilripples@gmail.com 
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