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THEYORUBAUNITYDAYOFSEPTEMBER23

Messagefrom

ProfessorBanjiAkintoye

ForandonbehalfoftheYorubaSelf-determinationand

SovereigntyStruggle.

The23rddayofSeptembereveryyearisthedaythatweYoruba

nowcelebrateasour“YORUBAUNITYDAY”.Thisdaydeserves

thatgreatname.Itisonthisday,September23,1886,thatmany

YorubaObasandmanyofthegreatestYorubawarriorsappended

theirsignaturesorthumbprintstothepeacetreatythatputan

endtotheKirijiWar,thewarthathadbeengoingoninourlandfor

manyyears.Theimportanceofthatdocument,theTreatyof

Peace1886,isthatitistheonlydocumentanywhereintheworld

thatbearsthesignaturesofYorubarulersandleadersoftheera

whenweYorubawerestillrulerofournation.Itisthereforea

documentoftremendousimportance,andthedaythatitwas

signedisadayoftremendousimportancealso.

So,IcongratulatethewholeYorubanationforthisgreatDayof

Unity.IcongratulateourYorubaNationbecauseweare

celebratingsomethingthatisinfinitelyimportantinourhistory.

AndIcongratulateourmenandwomenwhohaveputenergy

togethertoleadusintothecelebrationofthegreatdaytoday.I

praythatGodmayrewardyouandblessyouforhonoringthe

YorubaNationthewayyouaredoingnow,andthatGodmay

makeyoupersonsofimportanceinourland,bothyouandyour

childrenforever.
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MymostimportantthoughttodayisthatweYorubashouldnot

justcelebratethisdayofunity,butshouldthinkseriouslyabout

theneedforunityinournation.GodmadeourYorubaNationa

greatnationandagreatpeople,apeoplewithenormous

capabilities.Byallmeasuresofnationalgreatness,theYoruba

nationisagreatandpowerfulnation.Unfortunately,however,in

ourrememberedhistory,wehavedonealotofthingsthathave

negatedanddestroyedunityamongus.Consequently,wehavea

longrecordofnationalfailuresresultingfrom divisionandlossof

unityamongus.

Iwillgivesomeexamples.Thegreatestachievementofthe

YorubanationwasthecreationoftheOyoEmpire,thegreatest

empireeverinthehistoryofWestAfrica,thegreatest

achievementoftheYorubanationinhistorybeforethecomingof

theEuropeancolonialism.Itwasanempirethatspreadfrom the

banksoftheRiverNigerallthewaytothecoastintheareasthat

arenowcallBeninRepublicandTogoRepublic,anditincluded

largepartsoftheYorubaterritoriesthatarenowpartofNigeria.

TherewereYorubaareaswheretheOyoEmpiredidnotcover.It

didnotcovertheterritoriesoftheEkiti,Ijesha,Owo,Akoko,Ife,

Ijebu,Ondo.Buteveninthoseareasitwashighlyrespected.It

wasatrulygreatachievementoftheYorubapeople.

Butitwasdestroyedbyseriousdivisionsandlossofunityamong

itsmosteminentleaders.Theunitythathadcreatedtheempire

waslostinthelate18thcenturyandYorubaleadersoftheOyo

Empirebegantoquarrelandfightamongthem.Finally,there

emergedamaninIlorin,aprominentleaderknownasAfonja,the

localrulerofIlorinwhowasmadetheAreonaKankanfoofthe
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OyoEmpire.From IlorinAfonjathentookanumberofdisastrous

stepsinhisinsatiableambitiontopromotehispersonal

greatness.Hebecamesohungryforpersonalrelevanceand

greatnessthatheembarkeduponanattempttodestroytheOyo

Empireandtocreateanempireofhisownwithitscapitaltownin

Ilorin.StepbystepAfonjacreatedthesituationthatledtothe

destructionoftheOyoEmpire.WeYorubatellstoriestodaythatit

wastheFulaniFulanithatdestroyedtheOyoEmpire,butthatis

nottrue.TheFulaniwerenomorethanahandfulofpeoplein

Ilorin.ItwasAfonjathatsetupanitinerantFulanipeddlerof

charmsnamedAlimiasacharm makerforhisarmyinIlorinand

thusstartedhim ontherisetoimportanceinIlorin.Itwas

prominentYorubaleadersofAfonja’sarmy,afterAfonja’sdeath

thatmadeAlimi’sson,Abdulsalam,thefirstEmirofIlorin.These

YorubamilitaryrulersdidthisbecausetheywereMuslims,and

becausetheybelievedthathavinganEmirinIlorinwasagreat

signofthevictoryoftheirIslamicreligioninIlorin.TheFulani

neverbecamemorethanahandfulofpeopleinIlorin.Ilorinwas,

andis,almosttotallyaYorubatown.

Inshort,itwasYorubaleaderswhothoughtofthemselvesas

moreimportantthantheirYorubanationthatdidtheharmsthat

destroyedOyoEmpire.TheOyoempirewasneverinvadedfrom

outsidebyanybody.ItwasYorubaleaderswhothoughtof

themselvesandtheirreligionasmoreimportantthantheirYoruba

nationthatinstalledaFulaniasEmiroverIlorin.Allthedisruption

anddestructionthathappenedwasthehandiworkofimportant

Yorubamenfrom within.

Then,whenitlookedlikeeverythingwaslost,numbersofpeople
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gatheredtogoandreversethesituationanddrivetheforeigners

outofIlorin.AlltheirattemptsfailedbecausetheseYoruba

patriotswereneverabletoremainunitedagainstIlorin.

Finally,in1835onegreatAlafin,theAlafinOluewu,abrilliant

warriorbeforehebecameaking,decidedtogoandchangethe

situation.HeledalargearmytowardsIlorin.OnhiswaytoIlorin,

hewentthroughmanyOyotownsandbroughtlargenumbersof

people,includingObas,Baalesandwarriorswithhim.Whenhis

armyarrivedoutsidethewallofIlorin,Ilorinpeoplewere

frightenedandeventheirFulaniEmirgotreadytofleefrom the

town.

Butthen,thenightbeforethedecisivebattle,thefollowersofthe

greatkingAlafinOluewubegantoquarrelamongthem.Theusual

Yorubaspiritofdivisiontookover.Differentgroupsbegantoput

upallsortsofirresponsibleandstrangereasonswhytheywould

notfightfortheAlafinOluewu.Forinstance,theAlafinhad

succeededininvitingsomeofIbaribapeopletocomeandfight

forhim inIlorin,butwhentheIbaribatroopscame,someofthe

Yorubaleaderssaidtheywouldnotfightsidebysidewiththe

Ibariba.Whenthemorningofthebattlecame,Oluewufoundthat

manyofhispeoplewerenolongerreadytofightforhim.Hecould

havecancelledthewarandreturntoOyo-Ile,buthewasnotthe

kindofpersonwhocouldbefrightenedorwhocouldbedriven

back.Soheplungedintothebattlewithhisson.Verylarge

numbersoffightersfellonbothsides.Thatdaywasabaddayfor

theYorubanation.TheAlafindiedinthebattleandhissondied

aswell.Ilorinbecamemorefirmlyestablishedinthehandsofits

Fulaniruler.
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ThentheFulanirulers,andthegreatYorubamilitaryleadersof

Ilorin,mobilizedtheIlorin,thedescendantsoftheAfonjaarmy

whichhadbecomethemostpowerfularmyinYorubaland,and

decidedtoconquerYorubalandforIslam.Theybraggedthatthey

weregoingtoconquernewOyoandthenIbadan,Ijaye,Ijebu,

Abeokuta,andthengoonanddeepQuraninthesea.Theycame

asfarasOsogbo.ButthankGodthattheIbadanchiefsgathered

theirarmyandwenttomeetthem inOsogbo.There,Ibadan

roundlydefeatedthem,destroyedtheirwholearmyandcaptured

alltheirleaders,andtookthem captivetoIbadanfortrial.

ItisnotablewhattheIbadanchiefsdidatthatpoint.Whenthey

wereabouttotrytheIlorin’schiefswhohadbeencapturedin

battle,theyfoundthattherewereafewofFulaniamongthem.So

theysaidtothem,“Wehavenoproblem withyouFulani.Sinceyou

arenotYorubapeople,itdoesnotshockusifyouchooseto

attackourland”.SotheyliberatedthefewFulaniandsentthem

away.Buttheydescendedheavilyonthelargenumberof

capturedYorubaleaders,menbelongingbybloodanddutytothe

Yorubanation,andtriedthem onebyone.Eachwasdeclared

guiltybeforeGodandmanforattemptingtoconquertheirown

nationforforeigners,andeachreceivedtheterriblepunishment

thattheydeserved,mostthem receivingthedeathpenalty.Ionce

saidinatelevisionprogram abouttwoyearsagothatweYoruba

owethecityofIbadanagreatdebtofgratitudeforwhatIbadan

didforournationin1840,andthatourYorubanationwillpaythat

debtsomeday.Yes,bythegraceofGod,weshallpaythatdebt

someday.

Evenafterthosegreateventsof1840,weYorubacontinuedto
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giveexpression,mightandmanetoourusualdivision.Andwe

foughtwarsforyearsafterthat.Oneofthosewars,theKirijiWar,

involvedmostofYorubaland,andwentonformanyyears,untilit

finallyendedwiththeTreatyofPeacein1886.

Soonafter1886,anewerabeganinAfrica.Europeancountries

camescramblingforterritoriesandestablishingempiresallover

Africa.Inthatnewsituation,ourYorubanationwasconfrontedby

itsdestiny.AsIsaidbefore,theYorubanationisapowerfulnation;

Godmadeusapowerfulnation.Wewerestrongenoughatthat

timetopushtheEuropeansawayandtosustainourfreedom and

sovereignty.Somepeoplewillsaywecouldnothavewon

becausewewerenotasinglecountrybutmanydifferent

kingdomsatthattime.Yes,weweremanykingdoms.Butwe

wereliketheGermans;theGermanswerenotonesinglecountry

until1871.Theyweremorethan300littlekingdomsand

municipalities.Buttheydecidedtounite,tosurrenderthe

sovereigntiesoftheirmanystatesandbecomeoneunited

Germany.Andtheyaccomplishedthatin1871.Thatiswhatwe

Yorubacouldeasilyhavedonewhenwewerefacedwiththe

threatofEuropeanimperialism.Wedidnotdoit.Theonlymilitary

victorythattheBritishwoninourlandwaswonagainstthe

powerfulkingdom ofIjebuOdein1892.WhentheBritishforces

came,IjebuOdepeoplewerereadytofightthem,andtheyfought

likegreatwarriorsuntiltheBritishmanagedtobringsomenew

weaponsthatmadeitpossibleforthem todefeattheIjebu-Ode

army.

Now,thebigthingaboutthatterribledayinthehistoryofYoruba

peopleisthatonthatdaywhenIjebu-Odewasfightingbravely,
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Ijebu-Odedidnothavetofightalone.Therewerepowerfularmies

alloverYorubaland,altogetheramountingtooverhalfamillion

welltrainedandseasonedtroops.Ibadanalonehadover80,000

troopsinIbadantown,another25,000inOruinRemo,another

35,000facingAbeokuta,andsomemoreinotherlocations.

Abeokutahadabout45,000militaryallofthem wellarmed.The

EkitiparapothathadfoughttheIbadanuntil1886had65,000

troopsinImesiileandsomeothertroopsinsomeotherlocations.

TheIfekingdom hadabout35,000troopsinIfetedo,andtheOndo

kingdom alsohadabout35,000inOkegbo.TheOwokingdom had

about30,000.Andso,whenIcountedallthesetogether,Ifound

thatweYorubahadonoursoilonthedaywhenijebu-Odewas

fightingaloneagainsttheBritishimperialistsoverhalfamillion

troops,allofthem seasonedtroopsandarmedwithsophisticated

importedweapons.WeYorubacouldhaveeasilydefeatedthem

bysimplymassingourtroopsfrom alldirectionsintoIjebu-Ode,

butwedidnotdoitbecausewedidnothaveunity.Andso,we

lostourrighttoruleourselves,welostoursovereignty.

Infact,by1892whenIjebu-OdewasfightingagainsttheBritish,

weYorubawerealreadyaconsiderablygreatnationintheworld.

WewerethemosteducatedpeopleontheAfricacontinent.When

thewhitemissionariesbroughteducationtoAfricainabout1840,

weYorubaimmediatelytookadvantageofit.Andbythe1860swe

werealreadyproducinguniversitygraduatesineveryimaginable

discipline.WehadnewspapersinLagosandothertowns,

newspapersownedbyYorubapeopleandmannedbyYoruba

editorsandreporters.Wehadmanyseniorclergymenathome

andabroad,andmanyhighlyeducatedprofessionalswhocould
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easilyhaveservedasdiplomatsforus.Wehadveryrichtradersin

Lagossomeofwhoownedshippinglinesoftheirown.Theseare

greatelementsofnationalpower,butweneverusedthem to

defendourselvesandwebecamesubjectoftheBritish.Wenever

triedtouniteandsustainoursovereignty.Atthatsametime,the

kingdom ofEthiopiainanotherpartofAfrica,succeededin

mobilizingmenfrom variouspartsofitscountry,andpushedthe

Italianforcesoutoftheirland.Ethiopiawasbynomeansas

strong,aseducated,orasmilitarilypowerfulasourYorubanation.

Welostbecausewecouldnotunite.Andso,welostourrightto

ruleourselves,welostoursovereignty.Withinayearafterthe

battleinIjebu-ode,Britishofficialscamealloverourcountryas

residentsinIbadan,inOyo,inijesha,Ekiti,etc.Webecame

subjectsoftheBritish.Wedidnothavetohavebecomesubjects

ofanybody.Wewerestrongenoughtosustainoursovereignty

andtobecomeagreatnationintheworld.Welostbecausewe

wouldnotunite.

Thenin1914theBritishpushedustogetherwithsomeother

peoplesintoacountrywhichtheynameNigeria.Inthe1950s,a

brightlightshoneoutoftheheartoftheYorubapeopleand

producedamancalledObafemiAwolowowhothengathered

peopletogethertocreatethemostachievinggovernmentonthe

Africacontinentinthatdecadeofthe1950s,theyearsbefore

independence.ButtheBritishdidn’tlikeusYorubapeopleandthe

reasonissimple-“self-interest”,theirownself-interest.When

theycame,weYorubawerealreadyhighlyeducated.TheBritish

thereforefearedusanddidnotwantustohaveanyinfluencein

NigeriabecausetheyfearedthatthishighlyeducatedYoruba
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peoplewouldnotletthem exploitNigeriaasfullyastheywished.

Theyfoundalesseducatedpeopletochoseastheirfriendly

peopleandtogivepowerto.ChiefAwolowofoughtlikeatitanin

1959fortheelectionof1959,theelectionthatwoulddecidewho

wouldruleNigeriaafterindependence.Andhewon,buttheBritish

decidedtorigitagainsthim,andtheyriggeditfortheFulani

Northerners.Thisisnoconjecture.TheBritishofficialwholedthe

riggingoftheelectionhaswrittenabooktotellthestoryofhowit

wasdone.Manyofusknowaboutthatbook.Hewrotethatthe

BritishGovernorGeneralofNigeriacalledhim onemorningand

saidthatthedutyoftheBritishadministrationinNigeriawasto

rigtheelectionfortheNortherners.HewrotethattheGovernor

Generalthenappointedhim toleadtherigging.Hewrotethatthe

Britishofficialsthenwentonandriggedtheelectionforthe

Northerners.Evenattheindependentcelebrationsomemonths

later,ChiefAwolowowasnotgiventherespectduetohim.He

wasdisrespected.

SoonafterindependencetheBritishandtheFulaniwhom they

hadhandedpowertobegantoplanhowtheFulaniweregoingto

beabletosustaintheirhegemonyoverNigeria.TheBritishhad

riggedtheelectionof1959forthem,buttherewasfearthatwhen

anotherelectionwouldcomein1964,theNorthernerswouldnot

beabletosustaintheirpositionagainstChiefAwolowowiththe

supportofhispowerfulWesternRegion.So,theanswerofthe

BritishandtheFulaniwastodisrupttheWesternRegion.Thatis

whathappenedin1962.ChiefAkintolaallowedhimselftobeused

todisruptourregionandthentheFederalGovernmentunderthe

Fulanicameanddeclaredthatlawandorderhadbrokenupinthe
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WesternRegion,declaredastateofemergencyovertheWestern

Region,suspendedtheconstitutionandtheelectedgovernment

oftheWesternRegion,andimposedasoleadministrator.Then

theyaccusedChiefAwolowoofattemptingtooverthrowthe

governmentofNigeriabyforce.Theirimmediateintentionwasto

manipulateacaseoftreasonagainsthim andexecutehim –

sincethepenaltyfortreasonisexecution.However,some

influentialpeopleinBritainintervenedandthechargewas

changedtosomethinglessthantreason.Itwaschangedto

treasonablefelonywhosepenaltyisimprisonment.Andourfather

Awolowowassentencedto10yearsinprison.

Theterriblethingaboutthewhole1962-1965situationisnot

whattheFulaniandtheBritishdidtous,butwhatourownmen,

ourownfathers,ourownleaders,didtoournation.Theybroke

intowidelyirreconcilablefragments.Whensomeofusyoung

peoplewenttovisitthem toappealtothem,theywerealltelling

liesagainstAwolowo.Veryobviously,itwasnotChiefAwolowo

thatwasdoinganyevil,butthatwaswhatourfathersandleaders

chosetobelieve.Ourleaders’choiceofdisunitywasverystrong.

WeYorubahavebeensufferinginNigeriaeversincethen.

ItistimeforusYorubapeopletowakeupandbethestrong

nationthatGodmadeustobe.Godmadeustobeagreatnation,

agreatpeople,withgreatintellect,withgreatcapabilities.Letus

wakeup,andunitetosaveourland.

Evenintoday’sterriblesituationwhenourYorubanationhas

becomeanenslavednationinNigeria,ourstoryofdisunityisstill

goingon.Largecrowdsofouryoungpeople,tiredofthe
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disruptionanddiseaseanddeathandhopelessnessofNigeria

decidedthatitwastimefortheYorubaNationtoleaveNigeria,

andtheystartedaYorubaselfdeterminationstruggle.Butwehad

hardlystartedwhenwebrokeintopiecesandbegantofightone

another,toabuseoneanother,totellliesagainstoneanother,to

curseoneanother,andtosayabominablethingsaboutone

another.Itcontinuestilltoday.Andsomeofourpeoplearetalking

ofappointingmoreYorubaleaders.Howcanmoreleadersbea

reasonableanswertoournation’sterriblesituationinNigeria

today?

WeareanenslavedpeopleinNigeriaandwhatweneedisthatall

ofusshouldjoinhandstogether,standtogether,andtakeour

nationfrom Nigeria.Thatiswhatweneed,andweneedit

desperately.Whatweneedispatriotswhowillstandup,menand

womenwhowilltakeournationoutofNigeria.Wehavesuffered

enoughinNigeria.Oureducationhasbeendestroyed.Ouryoung

peoplewhowentthroughschool,universitiesandcollegesareleft

hopelessandneglected.Largenumbersofouryouthsarefleeing

toothercountries,andmanyofthesedonotintendevertoreturn.

Verymanyarechoosingtheextremelyhazardousoptionof

runningcrosstheSaharaDesertandtheMediterraneanSeatoget

toEurope,andmanyofthem aredyinginthedesertandinthe

MediterraneanSea.Manyofthosewhoremainathomeare

forcedtogointocrime,criminalcults,internetcrime,drugabuse,

ritualmurdersformoney,etc.

ItistimeforustotakeourselvesoutofNigeriaandbuildourown

country,andmakeittheprosperouscountrythatweYorubaknow

howtobuild.Wehavethecapabilitytodoit.
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So,letusmakethecelebrationoftodayacelebrationthatour

wholeYorubanationwillhappilyrememberforallourfuture.Letit

betheoccasionforallofusYorubapeopletosayenoughis

enoughaboutdisunityamongus.Letofusmaketodaytheday

wheneveryoneofusmakeitapersonaldutytospreadthe

messagetoallourpeoplethatwhatourYorubanation

desperatelyneedsistostandtogetherandjoinhandstofreeour

Yorubapeoplefrom thedeepeningpovertyofNigeriaandthe

hopelessnessofNigeria.ForallofusYorubapeople,thisisthe

taskofthemoment.

IwishtheYorubanationwisdom andunity.Iwishthatwewill

achieveourunityandourfreedom andthengoonandbuild

ourselvesintoaprosperousandgreatcountryintheworld.

Again,Isaythankyoutothosewhohaveledusinputting

togetherthearrangementsoftoday.

Thankyoutootoallwhohavekeptthisceremonyof23rdof

Septembergoinginthepastmanyyears.Butletuscreateanew

thingtoday-adeterminationtouniteandfreeourselves.

Thankyouallverymuch.MayGodblessOdudua,theYoruba

nationandeveryman,womanandchildoftheYorubapeople.

Thankyouall.


