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WHO IS Andrew? 
 

Key Quote By 
Jesus 

“Come and see.” 
Jesus to Andrew and John Zebedee (John 1:39) 
“Come, follow me, and I will show you how to fish for people!” 
Jesus to Andrew and Simon Peter (Matthew 14:19) 

Key 
Characteristics 

 Quiet but not shy. 
 Always in his brother’s shadow. 
 Cautious but willing. 
 Committed and Dedicated. 
 Solid. 

His Names Means “manhood” or “valor” 
Family Brother to Simon Peter, Son of Jonah (Matt. 4:18), John 1:40, I Cor. 1:12) 

His Profession Fisherman, fishing partners with James and John Zebedee 
His Home Originally from Bethsaida (John 1:44), Had a home in Capernaum on the north 

shore of the Sea of Galilee. (Mark 1:29) 
Did You Know He is the patron saint of Russia and Scotland. 

Specifically 
Mentioned In 

The Bible 
(Key incidents 

only) 

 The call:  Matthew 4, Mark 1, John 1;  
 Listed:  Matthew 10, Mark 3, Luke 6 
 At the Mount of Olives:  Mark 13;  
 Feeding of the 5,000:  John 6;  
 Greek Visitors:  John 12 
 With the group:  Acts  

Actual Quotes 
(only key ones 

mentioned) 
 

 “We have found the Messiah” (which means “Christ”).  (John 1:41) 
 “There’s a young boy here with five barley loaves and two fish. But what 

good is that with this huge crowd?”  (John 6:7)  
 “Tell us, when will all this happen? What sign will show us that these 

things are about to be fulfilled?”  (Mark 13:4) 
Best Known 

For 
 Being Simon Peter’s brother – Matthew 10:2 
 Bringing people to Jesus:  His brother Andrew (John 1:41), Greeks (John 

12:20-22 
 

For his entire life Andrew had probably always been known as “Simon’s brother.”  Once 
they both became apostles of Jesus of Nazareth Andrew’s identity simply morphed into the “brother 
of Simon Peter.”  Whether he was older or younger, Andrew never seemed to command as big a 
spotlight or make as great an impact as his brother. 
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Simon was a flare.  Andrew was a twinkle. 

Simon was stage show.  Andrew was background production. 

Simon was act first.  Andrew was think first. 

Quiet, unassuming and apparently more than happy to let Simon 
Peter take the front position, the brothers obviously had a close 
relationship.  Weren’t they partners in their fishing business together?  
Perhaps growing up with and working side by side with each other, Andrew 
had become the solid anchor to Simon Peter’s impetuous behavior.  
Perhaps as partners in business they had developed a highly successful and 
complimentary give and take.  Even though they appeared to be mirror 
images of each other, the brothers shared a critical solid core of dedication 
and commitment to all things spiritual.   

Frugal with words and cautious with his actions, Andrew 
nonetheless never let his preference for the sidelines stop him from acting when action was 
warranted.  He managed to specifically make his presence known in at least four instances in the 
documented account of Jesus of Nazareth’s ministry. 

First, it must not be dismissed that it was Andrew who had taken the lead in at least one 
important area of the brothers’ lives:  their spirituality.  John recorded (1:35-42) Andrew and himself 
as being the very first two of the original apostles to initially meet and speak with Jesus.  This was 
not by chance.  Andrew and John had already become disciples of (the very radical) John the Baptist 
who was spending almost all of his time shouting to anyone who would listen, “Repent of your sins 
and turn to God, for the Kingdom of Heaven is near!” (Matthew 3:2)  When that same dynamic 
speaker had pointed to Jesus of Nazareth and declared, “Look!  There is the Lamb of God!” both 
disciples had immediately followed Jesus.  Willing to act on John the Baptist’s recommendation, 
Andrew and John nonetheless took the time to independently verify what exactly they chose to 
believe and follow.  “Where are you staying?” John recorded them asking Jesus to which he replied, 
“Come and see.”  (John 1:38-39)  Quiet but not shy, the two men spent an entire evening with Jesus 
of Nazareth.  We can only imagine the conversation! 

Unassuming, content-to-be-in-the-background Andrew then immediately went to find his 
brother Simon.  “We have found the Messiah!” John recorded him as saying.  Always remember this:  
Simon Peter may have been the rock on which Jesus of Nazareth chose to build his church, but it 
was Andrew who was the one that made the formal introductions between the two! 

The second time Andrew showed up on the scene was during the famous Feeding of the 
Five Thousand.  The apostle Philip had already established that it was a financial impossibility to 
purchase enough bread to feed such a massive crowd.  Jesus of Nazareth had asked, “Where can we 
buy bread to feel all these people?” testing the group to see how they would respond.  Philip had 
spoken about the reality of the situation.  The rest of the group had stood there in silence – even 
always-quick-to-answer Simon Peter.  As the silence stretched, it was Andrew who finally spoke up.  
“There’s a young boy here with five barley loaves and two fish.  But what good is that with this huge 
crowd?”  (John 6:1-15) 

Andrew knew the amount of food was laughable and yet … and yet … hadn’t they all seen 
Jesus of Nazareth doing an amazing array of inexplicable miracles?  Andrew’s common sense was 
still strongly present, but his level of belief in Jesus of Nazareth had firmly taken hold opening up 
endless possibilities.  Andrew’s quiet, cautious nature had been moved enough to speak up and offer 
a laughable solution while everyone else remained silent with the impossibility of it all. 

An educated 
apostle is 

always the best 
weapon. 

http://www.susanmcgeown.com


The Twelve Apostles www.susanmcgeown.com Page 3 
 
 

Andrew was one of the few apostles recorded as having a private conversation with Jesus.  
After Jesus predicted the destruction of the Temple, Mark recorded Andrew approaching Jesus 
privately and asking, “Tell us, when will all this happen?  What sign will show us that these things are 
about to be fulfilled?” (Mark 13:4)  Although no hour or day is given, Jesus of Nazareth gives a 
chilling account of end times vowing, “Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words will never 
disappear.”  Concerned and curious, Andrew had no qualms about approaching Jesus with his 
questions.  Andrew was not intimidated by his ignorance nor was he inclined to avoid the stark 
predictions Jesus regularly spoke of.  He knew knowledge would better prepare him for anything the 
future had in store.  Needing a better understanding, he asked for it and he got it.  Andrew was one 
of those people that worked most effectively with complete disclosure. 

The final time we see Andrew acting independently was during Holy Week (John 12).  It was 
in the midst of the chaos of the Passover celebration when thousands upon thousands of pilgrims 
descend upon Jerusalem.  A group of Greeks approached Philip requesting an audience with Jesus 
of Nazareth.  Philip hesitated.  Was Jesus exhausted from the endless pace they had been keeping?  
Was Jesus busy with the nonstop lessons he seemed determine to cram into every moment of each 
day?  Was Jesus already mobbed by the crushing crowd of followers and hangers-on hoping to see 
more miracles or maybe get another free meal?  Perhaps Philip remembered Jesus of Nazareth’s 
original stipulation to not go to “the Gentiles or the Samaritans …” and was unwilling to – once 
again? – get it wrong.  For whatever reason, Philip was unwilling to approach Jesus with the request.  
Instead he went to Andrew. 

Andrew didn’t hesitate, immediately approaching Jesus with the request, Philip in tow.  Once 
again, Andrew was instrumental in bringing someone forward to meet with Jesus. 

Questions for Discussion: 
1. Andrew was not included in the “privileged three” – the group of apostles (Simon Peter, 
James and John) who witnessed certain things that none of the other apostles were allowed to see.  
Do you think he was content with this arrangement?  Why or why not?  Matthew 17, 26, Mark 5, 9, 
14, Luke 6, 8, 9 

2. How does Andrew vividly illustrate the saying, “Quality not Quantity”?  John 1:40-41; John 
12:20-22, Matthew 13:3-4; 

3. Why do you think that Jesus was patient in answering Andrew’s questions but brusque and 
critical of Philip’s questions? 
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