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Henry Sugden asks his clients to inform him and his winemakers what 
VW\OH�RI�ZLQH�WKH\�ZRXOG�OLNH�WKHP�WR�PDNH��7KLV�LQIRUPHG�VW\OH�GH�QHV�
the wine that Rob Merrick and Poppy Seeley aim for in the winery and it 
also helps Henry to back up their vinous alchemy with rafts of business 
acumen, brand building skills, sales and business management 
experience and also his invaluable list of contacts. This symbiotic 
system of collaboration and communication gave rise, in 2018, to 
'H�QHG�:LQH�/WG��D�FRQWUDFW�ZLQHPDNLQJ�EXVLQHVV�ZLWK�D�GL�HUHQFH�
�\�UVW�PHW�+HQU\�LQ�)HEUXDU\�WKLV�\HDU�ZKHQ�KH�KHFNOHG�PH�GXULQJ�D�FKDULW�,

wine tasting event I was hosting at Vintners’ Hall in London. I attributed a wine 
we were all tasting to a pal of mine who is the chief winemaker for a famous 
Aussie brand and Henry shouted out that, in fact, a chap called Rob Merrick 
actually ‘made’ the wine. Of course, he was right, because Rob now works for 
'H�QHG�:LQH�DQG�+HQU\�ZDV�H[WUHPHO\�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�KLV�EDFN�FDWDORJXH�
,�KXUULHG�RYHU�WR�+HQU\�EHWZHHQ�ZLQHV�WR��QG�RXW�ZKR�KH�ZDV��$IWHU����

years in the army and a three-year stint in the City, Henry recognised that 
there was a shortage of bespoke contract winemaking facilities in the UK and 
so he summoned up his university wine society skills (he is genuinely a wine 
ORYHU���PRYHG�WR�.HQW�DQG�JRW�RQ�ZLWK�EXLOGLQJ�'H�QHG�:LQH��+H�UHFUXLWHG�
Poppy Seeley MSc from Plumpton, who has worked all over the wine world 
as assistant winemaker, and superstar chief winemaker Rob Merrick from 
Australia. The Gandalf of the English wine scene, Owen Elias, consults for this 
business, popping in each week either to answer tricky questions or simply 
to nod sagely. Rob has an immense amount of experience in the wine world 
and yet he had never worked with Bacchus before so Owen was invaluable 

! www.matthewjukes.com  !          � admin@vineyardmagazine.co.uk

One contract winemaker has impressed with 
not one but three brand new wines this month. 

Defi ne a generation
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IURP�WKH�R���+HQU\�LV�DW�SDLQV�WR�SRLQW�RXW�WKDW�KLV�LV�D�VXSHU�PRGHUQ�RXW�W��WDNLQJ�
a New World approach to everything from the high level of equipment in the lab 
to the bespoke winery software systems he employs. Nimble, fast to react and with 
the ability to make small parcels as well as sizable labels, this is an exciting time for 
this well organised company. While they have put expansion plans on hold thanks 
to Covid-19, and its inevitable deep impact on on-trade sales, Henry points out that 
grape prices might fall this year and so it would be a cunning time to start a new 
brand if anyone wanted to take the plunge. Ever the prospector, he is right and I 
WKLQN�WKDW�SHRSOH�PLJKW�WDNH�KLP�XS�RQ�WKLV�FKDOOHQJH��:KLOH�PDQ\�RI�'H�QHG�:LQH�
brand owners are doctors, lawyers, bankers and the like, they are all kept up to 
speed with Zoom-tutorials on all aspects of viticulture and winemaking, which Henry 
hosts, drawing on expertise from around the world, and so communication with his 
informed clients is inevitably smooth and rewarding. It means that these clients are 
inextricably involved in the design of their own bespoke wines. 

With this impressive setup it was no surprise that word of mouth referrals resulted 
in an avalanche of phone calls and there are no less than 23 clients signed up in their 
YHU\��UVW�\HDU�RI�WUDGLQJ��0\�EULHI�WKLV�PRQWK�ZDV�WR�ZULWH�XS�QHZFRPHU�ZLQHV�DQG�
so I have followed this instruction to the letter with a debut winery and three debut 
ZLQH�ODEHOV��7KH�ZLQHV�RYHUOHDI�DUH�DOO��UVW�WLPH�ZLQHV�DQG�,�WDVWHG�DOO�WKUHH�RI�WKHP�
XQ�QLVKHG�DQG�XQERWWOHG�RQ���$SULO�VR�WKDW�,�FRXOG�JLYH�P\�UHDGHUV�WKUHH�JHQXLQH�
‘scoops’ this month. 
&RQVLGHULQJ�WKDW�WKHVH�DUH�DOO�WKH��UVW�UHOHDVH�ZLQHV�YLQWDJHV�IRU�HDFK�RI�WKHLU�

HVWDWHV�WKLV�LV�D�VLPSO\�VWXQQLQJ�WULR�DQG�,�PXVW�WDNH�P\�KDW�R��WR�+HQU\�6XJGHQ��5RE�
Merrick and Poppy Seeley for their extremely impressive work. Put these brands in 
your memory banks – these are all wines to watch!

> Xxxx
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The vineyard from which these grapes were 
harvested was only planted four years ago, 
but these vines are clearly happy and thriving 
because this wine is drop dead gorgeous.

Wayfarer has set out to only make still wines 
– a philosophy I applaud in this 
��OOHG�ODQGVFDSH��%DVHG�QHDU�[[�
Hollingbourne, east of Maidstone, 
the idea here is to make a serious 
red wine in due course, but 
with these youthful vines a rosé 
was the natural choice in this 
vintage and it is simply stunning. 
The equilibrium between 
the component elements is 
exquisite. There is the merest 
touch of colour and the nose 
boasts discreet rosehip 
and blackcurrant sorbet 
notes. There is a cleansing 
grapefruit acidity on the 
��QLVK�DQG�,�IHHO�WKDW�LI�D
rosé of this standard can 
be made in year one of 
this vineyard’s life great 
red wines will inevitably 
follow. Wayfarer has 
planted a second vineyard 
with Ortega, Bacchus and 
more Pinot Noir and I 
cannot wait to taste these 
beauties in the future.

Author’s note 
There are no prices for these wines yet, but 
do keep your eyes peeled because they are 
all due on the market in the next few months 
and I anticipate that they will each be pitched 
between the £15 and £20-mark.

2019 Heppington 
Vineyard, Pinot Gris 
www.heppingtonvineyard.co.uk

2019 Wayfarer Wines,
Pinot Noir Rosé 

www.wayfarerwines.com

because this wine is drop dead gorgeous.
Wayfarer has set out to only make still wines 

– a philosophy I applaud in this 
��OOHG�ODQGVFDSH��%DVHG�QHDU�[[�
Hollingbourne, east of Maidstone, 
the idea here is to make a serious 
red wine in due course, but 
with these youthful vines a rosé 
was the natural choice in this 
vintage and it is simply stunning. 
The equilibrium between 
the component elements is 
exquisite. There is the merest 
touch of colour and the nose 
boasts discreet rosehip 
and blackcurrant sorbet 
notes. There is a cleansing 
grapefruit acidity on the 
��QLVK�DQG�,�IHHO�WKDW�LI�D
rosé of this standard can 
be made in year one of 
this vineyard’s life great 
red wines will inevitably 
follow. Wayfarer has 
planted a second vineyard 
with Ortega, Bacchus and 
more Pinot Noir and I 
cannot wait to taste these 
beauties in the future.

2019 Wayfarer Wines,
Pinot Noir Rosé 2019 Dillions Vineyard, 

Bacchus 

The Heppington story starts in the early 
19th Century when an ancestor moved to 
Australia, made wine and brought it back 
to England whereupon it won an award in 
1822!

Clearly, these guys have wine in their blood 
and so it is great that they 
have decided to make their 
VWLOO�ZLQHV�DW�'H�QHG�:LQH���
The vineyard management 
at Heppington is something 
which really impressed 
WKH�'H�QHG�SRVVH�DQG�
even though Pinot Gris is 
not destined to be a big 
production for this estate, 
I can see it garnering 
much interest if this 
wine is anything to go 
by!  With a lovely nose 
of white pepper 
spice and ginger 
OLO\��ZKLFK��RZV�
into a controlled, 
PHOOL�XRXV�
mid-palate, this 
is a layered, Alto 
Adige-style wine 
as opposed to 
a skinny, mean 
Grigio or a chubby 
Alsatian Gris.  
Attractive, zesty 
and superbly 
modern this is a 
vital style of wine 
for the UK and this 
debut vintage has 
nailed it.

Clearly, these guys have wine in their blood 
and so it is great that they 
have decided to make their 
VWLOO�ZLQHV�DW�'H�QHG�:LQH���
The vineyard management 
at Heppington is something 
which really impressed 
WKH�'H�QHG�SRVVH�DQG�
even though Pinot Gris is 
not destined to be a big 
production for this estate, 
I can see it garnering 
much interest if this 
wine is anything to go 
by!  With a lovely nose 

spice and ginger 

into a controlled, 

is a layered, Alto 
Adige-style wine 

Grigio or a chubby 

vital style of wine 
for the UK and this 
debut vintage has 

'LOOLRQV�SODQWHG�D�YLQH\DUG�LQ�6WDSOH�HOG�
last year, so they do not expect to harvest 
their own grapes until this year, if all goes 
to plan.

In order to set the scene, they have bought 
a great parcel of grapes from New Hall so 
that they can start spreading the word.  Rob 
and Poppy decided to make 
this wine along the lines of a 
��QH��GU\�5LHVOLQJ�DQG�WKLV�LV
perhaps why I noted that it 
has a peculiarly kaleidoscopic 
�\�DYRXU���7DVWLQJ�XQOLNH�DQ
Bacchus I have seen before 
in the UK, Dillions Bacchus 
proves that new eyes are 
such a valuable asset in 
our business.  I venture 
that this wine will 
convert Bacchus 
atheists with its 
XQSUHGLFWDEOH��DYRXU�
trail of rhubarb 
stalks and violets 
and when I spoke to 
Rob he referenced 
his Margaret River 
upbringing when 
we spoke about this 
wine and how he was 
reminded of some of 
the Sauvignons from 
this great region when 
he tasted this wine.  
Fascinating and also 
memorable, this is 
another debut from 
this winery which will 
have us all on the edge 
of our seats.

Our wine industry experts can provide you with the advice 
you need to help your business grow.

www.carpenterbox.com/vineyards
Contact John Billings on 01903 234094

or email info@carpenterbox.com
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Helping  
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to grow
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