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The Birth of the Fripp Island Art Guild: A 
New Creative Chapter for Our Island
By: Joan Barnes, Treasurer

Fripp Island has always been a sanctuary 
of natural beauty—wide beaches, tidal 
marshes, and a thriving community that 
values both tradition and innovation. 
Now, the island is adding another jewel 
to its crown with the official launch of 
the Fripp Island Art Guild, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to bringing 
together artists, art enthusiasts, and 
supporters of the creative spirit.

Nonprofit Status and New Website
The Fripp Island Art Guild has proudly 
achieved its nonprofit status, marking 
an important milestone in its formation. 
This designation ensures that the guild 
can not only serve its members and the 
community but also expand opportunities 
through grants, sponsorships, and 
collaborations that further the arts.

Equally exciting is the launch of the 
guild’s new website: frippislandartguild.
org. The site provides the latest updates 
on events, membership opportunities, 

and ways to get involved. From seasoned 
professionals to hobbyists picking up a 
new skill for the first time, the guild’s 
mission is to welcome and connect 
everyone with an interest in the arts. 
Artists who join the guild by Sept. 15th 
can participate in both upcoming shows, 
gaining exposure and contributing to the 
community’s growing creative presence.

Purpose and Artistic Disciplines
The purpose of the Fripp Island Art 
Guild is simple yet powerful: to foster 
creativity, education, and community 
through the visual arts. While painting 
may be the first discipline that comes 
to mind, the guild embraces all forms 

Guild President Deborah Stroud brings the shoreline to life at a 
Fripp Island Plein Air Paint-out.”

https://frippislandartguild.org/
https://frippislandartguild.org/
https://frippislandartguild.org/


of art. Members include painters, 
photographers, jewelers, ceramicists, 
fiber artists, and sculptors. By 
welcoming such a wide range of 
creative disciplines, the guild ensures 
that the artistic diversity of Fripp Island 
is fully represented and celebrated.

Monthly Meetings and Programs
The heartbeat of the Fripp Island 
Art Guild is its scheduled meetings, 
which take place on the first Tuesday 
of every month at the Community 
Center. These gatherings are more 
than just organizational check-ins—
they are opportunities for inspiration 
and learning. Meetings feature art 
talks, art history discussions, and live 
demonstrations from local artists.
Adding to the excitement are “Let’s 
Create Nights,” hands-on sessions 
where members collaborate and prepare 
works for upcoming shows. These 
nights not only build artistic skills 
but also strengthen the bonds among 
members who share a passion for 
expression and creativity.

Plein Air Painting: Capturing Fripp’s 
Beauty Outdoors
One of the most exciting initiatives of 

the new guild is the launch of Plein Air 
sessions, led by Fripp artist Pat Snow. 
French for “in the open air,” Plein Air 
painting invites artists to leave the 
studio behind and capture the beauty of 
the island in real time. These sessions 
encourage both camaraderie and 
artistry while showcasing the island’s 
landscape in its truest form.

First Major Event: Pledge the Pink Art 
Show & Open House
The Fripp Island Art Guild is wasting 
no time in making an impact. Its first 
official art show and fundraiser will be 
held in conjunction with the nationally 
recognized Pledge the Pink breast 
cancer event.

On Friday, October 17, from 1 pm to 7 
pm at 101 Ocean Point Drive, the guild 
will host an Art Show and Open House. 
The event will welcome a remarkable 
audience, as the more than 1,500 
women attending Pledge the Pink—
along with Fripp property owners and 
their guests—are all invited to attend.

Visitors can explore works in a variety 
of mediums, meet the artists, and 
purchase meaningful, travel-friendly 
pieces to take home. Special Pledge 
the Pink cups, generously sponsored by 
FrippIslandStay, will also be available, 
ensuring that more proceeds go directly 
to the fight against breast cancer. 

Fripp Island owners are encouraged to 
reserve their cup today right from our 
homepage at frippislandartguild.org—
supply is limited, and once they’re gone, 
they’re gone!

A full house gathered as Mary Segars mesmerized attendees 
with her Lowcountry artistry
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All Things Fripp: December 6th Art Show 
PLUS Lowcountry Boil & Oyster Roast

Looking ahead, the Fripp Island Art Guild 
is already planning its second major 
community event: the All-Things Fripp Art 
Show PLUS All-You-Can-Eat Lowcountry 
Boil & Oyster Roast. Tickets will be going 
on sale later this month.

This unique event will combine fine 
and fun art with Fripp Island’s beloved 
culinary traditions. Even better—Fripp 
Island Resort is generously supplying 
complimentary wine for the Art Show, 
making the day as festive as it is creative.

This is an excellent opportunity to buy 
original art for holiday presents right 
here on the island! The theme of the 
show, “All-Things Fripp,” ensures that 
every piece of artwork will highlight 
some aspect of the island—its wildlife, 
landscapes, traditions, and spirit. 
Guests will be able to enjoy a feast of 
oysters, Lowcountry fare, and wine while 
immersing themselves in art that reflects 
the beauty of their own backyard.

A portion of the proceeds from All-Things 
Fripp sales at the show will go to support 
the work of the guild and the Community 
Center, further strengthening the ties 

between art and community on Fripp.
Executive Board
The Fripp Island Art Guild is guided by a 
dedicated executive board:
•	Deborah Stroud, President
•	Kari Cornwell, Vice President
•	Karen Kohlmayer, Secretary
•	Joan Barnes, Treasurer

Their leadership, combined with the 
enthusiasm of members, ensures that 
the Fripp Island Art Guild will thrive as a 
cornerstone of Fripp Island’s cultural life.

Building a Creative Legacy on Fripp
With nonprofit status secured, a website 
live, and a full slate of programs and 
events on the calendar, the Fripp Island 
Art Guild is off to a vibrant start. Its 
mission goes beyond exhibitions and 
meetings—it is about building a creative 
legacy that celebrates both the island and 
its people.

Whether you’re an artist looking to grow, 
a collector eager to discover new talent, 
or a supporter who simply loves the arts, 
the Fripp Island Art Guild welcomes you. 
This is more than an organization; it’s a 
community movement.

Visit frippislandartguild.org

Special Thanks to Our Sponsors
The Fripp Island Art Guild is proud to 
recognize our generous sponsors who are 
helping make these events possible:
•	FrippIslandStay – providing the special 
Pledge the Pink cups
•	Fripp Island Resort – supplying wine for 
the All-Things Fripp Art Show

Their support ensures that art, 
community, and celebration thrive 

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, December 6 — All-You-Can-Eat 
Lowcountry Boil & Oyster Roast + Art Show”
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