
A R T I S T  T O  A R T I S T

CRAFT ACTIVITIES TO HELP INTRODUCE 

YOUR CHILD TO THE WORLD OF ART

Just  as  adults  v is i t ing a  gal lery each have

their  own interpretat ion of  what  is

occurring in  a  p iece ,  so  too  do chi ldren with

their  magnif icent  imaginat ions .  I t  i s  so

important  for  them to  understand there  is

no r ight  or  wrong answer when unpacking a

piece  of  art .  They can read into  i t  whatever

they feel ,  art ist ' s  intent  as ide .   

The s imple  act  of  looking,  thinking,  feel ing

and discuss ing is  such an amazing ski l l  to

bui ld  with your chi ld .  In  this  newsletter  you

wil l  f ind 3  craft  act ivi t ies  l inked with art ists

to  ref lect  on.  To make this  s imple  and easy 

 some guidel ines  on how to  ' ref lect '  are

included and the craft  act ivi t ies  se lected use

easi ly  access ib le  materia ls  and objects .  Enjoy,

Deb xx



MAKING MAKERS STUDIO

T H E  U N P A C K I N G

There are  some s imple  quest ions  you can

ask your chi ld  that  wi l l  help  nurture  their

curios i ty  and interest  in  a  p iece  of  work.

Remember there  is  no r ight  or  wrong,  i t ' s  a l l

about  opinion.  I f  your  chi ld  asks  quest ions

about  the  art ist ,  use  this  opportunity  to

research together .

 

Once you have Googled the art ist  work,

se lect  one image and give  them some

ref lect ion t ime.  

Then try asking:  

What  do you see?  

Does  i t  remind you of  anything?  

How does  i t  make you feel?  

Do you l ike  i t?

What  do you think the art ist  was  thinking

about?

What  do you think i t ' s  made from?

 

If  your  chi ld  is  not  connect ing with the

work keep i t  s imple .  This  i s  a  fun creat ive

t ime and they may be  happier  to  respond to

the work visual ly  through the act  of

making,  rather  than verbal is ing their  ideas .    

 

Once your chi ld 's  craft  act ivi ty  is  completed

you may wish to  s i t  down again and ref lect

on the art ists  work.  Look at  any s imi lar i t ies

between the pieces ,  ta lk  about  the  different

shapes ,  co lours  and materia ls  used.  By

encouraging this  post-making ref lect ion you

give greater  value to  your  chi ld 's  work.  I t

helps  them see  that  art  i s  a  fun and

access ible  part  of  our  world  f i l led  with

wonder .   

 



MAKING MAKERS STUDIO

A R T I S T  -
C L A E S  O L D E N B U R G
 
A C T I V I T Y  -
F O O D  S C U L P T U R E
 

Claes  Oldenburg was known for  his  hard

and soft  food sculptures  of  varying scales .

He depicted everyday objects ,  chal lenging

tradit ional  not ions  of  subject  matter .  Kids

love this  one.  Let  them make whatever

foods  spark their  interest .  Just  be  mindful

that  objects  which are  too  thick wi l l  not

harden properly .  Once completed,  the

act ivi ty  can turn into  a  p icnic  with toys .

Any air  dry c lay can be  used,  but  here  is  an

easy Salt  Dough Recipe .

 

Sal t  Dough Recipe

Makes  1  bal l/Prep 10 minutes/Cook 3  hours

1  cupful  of  p la in f lour  (about  250g)

1/2  cupful  of  table  sa l t  (about  125g)

1/2  a  cupful  of  water  (about  125ml)

Preheat  the  oven to  i ts  lowest  sett ing and

l ine a  baking sheet  with grease  proof

paper .

Mix the f lour  and sal t  in  a  large  bowl .

Add the water  and st ir  unt i l  i t  comes

together  into  a  c lean bal l .  

Transfer  the  dough to  a  f loured work

surface  and shape into  your  chosen

model .  

Put  your  f inished i tems on  the l ined

baking sheet  and pop in  the oven for  3

hours  or  unti l  so l id .

Leave to  cool  and then paint .

 

 



MAKING MAKERS STUDIO

A R T I S T -
A L E X A N D E R  C A L D E R
 
A C T I V I T Y  -  
M O B I L E  C O N S T R U C T I O N
 

Alexander  Calder  was  most  famously  known

for  his  k inet ic  sculptures  that  are  motor  or

wind powered.  They are  whimsical  and

embrace a  not ion of  ' chance '  which keeps

viewers  engaged.  

 

Venture  outs ide  to  the  garden,  have a

wander  to  the  local  park or  the  beach and

col lect  an array of  objects  offered by

nature .  Be  sure  to  col lect  a  larger  st ick  as  a

support  rod on which to  bui ld  the  mobi le

from.  This  act ivi ty  a lso  encourages  thinking

about  weight  and balance .  Objects  may also

be painted pr ior  to  construct ion i f  this

interests  your  chi ld .

 

Suggested materia ls :

larger  st icks

str ing/twine/wool

sc issors

found objects  ( leaves ,  twigs ,  gum nuts ,  p ine

cones ,  f lowers ,  bark,  seed pods ,  feathers ,

pebbles ,  shel ls ,  dr ied seaweed)

 

 



MAKING MAKERS STUDIO

A R T I S T -
C H R I S T O  A N D  J E A N N E -
C L A U D E
 
A C T I V I T Y  -  
T E X T I L E  W R A P
 

Christo  and Jeanne-Claude are  art ists

working together  that  are  famous for

covering large  bui ld ings  and sect ions  of

landscape.  They aim to  br ing joy to  people

and make us  look at  our  famil iar

surroundings  in  a  d ifferent  way.  Creat ing

pieces  a l l  over  the world ,  they create

breathe taking work.

 

Chi ldren can use  scraps  of  fabric  or  wool  to

cover  an everyday object  and re- imagine

their  famil iar  surroundings .

In  this  example  twigs  are  used,  however

chi ldren can work outs ide  and wrap a  tree

trunk.

 

Suggested materia ls :

Twigs  or  branches

Select ion of  wool/yarn in  varying colours

and textures
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